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SUBSTANCE 



THE SPEECH. 



MR BURKE'S fpeech on the report of the 
army eftimates has not been correftly 
fiated in fome of the pubHck papers. It is of con- 
&quence to him not to- be mifunderfiood. The 
matter which incidentally came into dilcuiHon is 
of the moft ferious importance. It is thought thai 
the beads and ^bilance of the fpeech will anfwer 
the purpofe fuffidendy. If in making the abftrafl:, 
through defe^ of memory^ in the perfon who now 
gives it, any difference at all ihoidd be perceived 
from the fpeech as it was fpoken, it will not, ^he 
editor imagines, be found in any thing which may 
amount to » retraction of the opinions he then 
maintained, or to any foftening in the expreffioD» 
10 which they were convey^. 

Mr. Burke ^oke a conllderable time in anfwer 
. to various arguments which had been iniifted upcm 
by Mr. Grenville and Mr. Rtt, for keeping an in- 
oreafed peace dlabliJhmait, and againft an Impro- 
per jealoufy of the minifters, in whom a full con» 
B 2. fidence. 
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fidence, fubjeft to refponfibility, ought to be plac- 
ed, on account of thdr knowledge of the real fitua- 
tion of aflairs; the exact ftate of which it fre- 
quently happened, that they could not difclofe, 
without violating the coniHtutional and political 
fecrecy,neceffary to the well-being of their country. 
Mr. Burke Ciid in fubftance, That confidence 
might become a vice, and jealoufy a virtue, ac- 
cording to circum'ftanccs. That confidence, of ^ 
publicfc virtues, was the moft dangerous, and jea- 
loufy in an houfe of commons, of all publick vices, 
the moft tolerabte ; efpedally where the number 
and the charge of Handing armies, in time of peace. 
Was the queftion. 

That in the annual mutiny bill, the annual army 
"was declared to be for the purpofe of prefervirig 
the bahnce of power in Europe. The propriety 

' of its being larger or fraaller depended, therefore, 
upon the true ftate of that balance. If the increafc 
of peace eftablifhments demanded of parliament 
agreed with the manifeil appearance of the balance, 
■confidence in miniftcrs, aa to the particulars, 

- would be very proper. If the iricreafe was not at 
all fupported by any fiich appearance, he thought 

■great jealoufy might, and ought tobc, entertaihcd 
on that fubjeft. 

That he did not find, on a review of all Kurope, 

that, politically, we flood in the fm^eft degree of 

danger 
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4wger from any one ftate or kingdom it cor.tain- 
ed; nor that any other foreign powers than our 
own allies were -likely to obtain a coniiderable pre- 
ponderance in the fcale'. 

That France had hitherto been oar firft objed, 
in all' cenfiderat'ions concerning the balance of 
power. The prefence or abfence of France totally 
varied every fort of fpeculation relative to that 
balance. 

That France is, at this time, in z political light, 
to be confidered as expunged out of the fyftem of 
Europe. Whether Ihe could ever appear in it 
again, as a leading power, was not eafy to deter- 
mine: but at prefent he confidered France as not 
politically exifting i and moft affuredly it would 
take up much time to reftore her to her former 
aftive exiftence — Gallos quoque in bellis fioruijfe au- 
divimus^ might pofiibly be the language of the 
rifing generation. He did not mean to deny that 
it was our duty to keep our eye on that nation, 
and to regulate our preparation by the fymptoms 
of her recovery. 

That it was to her Jtrengtb^ not to her form of 
government which we were to attend; becaufe re- 
publicfcs, as well as jnonarchies, were fufceptible of 
ambition, jealoufy, and anger, the ufual caufes of 
war. 

But if, while France -continued in this fwoon, 

we fhould go on increafing our expcnces, we 

B 3 fiiould 
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ihould certiunly make ourielvfis le& a match for 
her, when it became our concern to ai'm. 

It was raid» that as {he had fpeedily falleB, fiie 
might fpeedily rife again. He doubted this. That 
the fall from an hdght was with an accelerated 
velocity} but to lift a wdght up to that height 
again was difficult, and c^pofed by the laws of 
phyitcal and political gravitation. 

lo a political view, France was low indeed. She 
had loft every thing, even to her name. 

** "Jacet ingem littere trwtcus, 

** Avol/umquehaineriscxpa.ttetJaunoTaiaec9rptu."* 

He was aftoniftied at it— he was alarmed at it- 
he trembled at the uncertainty of ^1 human great- 
nds. 

Since the houfe had been prorogued in the fum- 
mer much wotk was done in France. The French 



* Mr, Burke, probably, had in his mind tbe remainder oF 
fae paflagc, and wa* filled with fome congenial appreheafions t 

" Hsec finis Priami iiitonim; bicexitus ilium 
*' Sarte tulit, Trojam iDcenfain, & prolapfii v ideotem 
" Pergama; tot quondam pOptUis, terrlfque, Tuperbum 
. " Rcgnatorem Afite. Jacet ingcns littore truncue, 
*' Aroirumque hnmeris caput, Sc fine nomine corpus. 
" Atme turn prinliimikvuadrcumfietit horroi'; 
" Obfiupui : jynit ciari genitwis iiuag»"~ — 

had 
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Itad ihevm themielves the abkft architefls of ruin 
that had hitherto cxifted in the world. In that 
vwf ihort fpace of time they had completely puU- 
^ down to the ground, th«r monarchy; their 
church; their nobility; their law; thcir'reveoue; 
thdr army; their navy; their commerce; their 
arts; and their manufeftures. They had done 
Aar bufinefe for us as rivals, in a way in whkh 
-twenty Ramillies or Blenheims' could never have 
done it. Were we abfolute conquerors, and France 
to lie proftrate at our feet, we Ihould be aftiamed 
to fend a commilEon to fettle their a^rs, which 
could impofe fo hard a law upon the French, and 
fo deftru^ve of all their confequence as a nation, 
as that they had impofed upon thcmfelves. 

France, by the mere drcumftance of its vidnjty, 
had been, and in a degree always mufi: be, an ob- 
. jeft of our vigilance, dther with regard to her 
aftual power, or to her influence and example. 
As to the former, he had fpoken; as to the latter, 
(her example) he fhould fay a few words: for by 
this example our fricndflilp and our intercourfe 
with that nation had once been, and might again, 
become more dangerous to us than their worft 
hoftility. 

In the lafl century^ Louis the Fourteenth had 
eftablilhed a greater and better difciplined rniti* 
tary f6rce than ever -had been before Cixxi In £tt- 

B4 "!«» 
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rope, and with it a perfe^ ddpodlin. ThcUgh 
that defpotifm was proudly arrayed in manners^ 
gallantry, fplendour, magnificence, and even co- 
vered over with the impofing robes of fcience,Ute- 
raturcj and arts, it was, in government, nothing 
better than a painted and gilded tyranny; in reti.^ 
gion, a hard, fiern intolerance, the fit companion 
and auxiUary to the defpotick tyranny which pre^ 
vailed in Its government. The lame character o£ 
defpotifm Infinuated itfelf Into every court of £tt< 
rope — the Jame fpirlt of difproportloned magnifi- 
cence — the {aifi^ love of ftanding armies, above the 
ability of the people. In particular, our then fove- 
reigns. King Charles and King James, fell in love 
with the government of their neighbour, fo flat- 
tering to the pride of kings. A fimilarity of fen- 
,. timents brought on connedtons equally dangerous 
to the interefts and liberties of their country. It 
were welt that the inferos had gone no fartho' 
than the throne.. The admiration of a government 
flourifliing and fuccefefiil, unchecked in its opera* 
lions, and feeming therefore to cofiipafs its objecfa 
more fpeedlly and efie^ally, gained fomethlng 
upon all ranks of people. The good patriots of . 
that day, however, ftruggled againft it. They 
fought nothing more amdoufly than to break off 
all communication with France, and to beget a 
total alienation from its councils and its example; 
which. 
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^K^ch, by the animolity prevalent between the 
abettors of their religious fyftem and the affertors 
of ours, was, in fomc degree, effedcd. 

This day the evil is totally changed- io France : 
but there is an evil there. The difeafe is altfred; 
but the vidnity of the two countries remains, and 
muft remain; and the natural mental habits of. 
manlfipd are fuch, that the prefent diftemper of 
France is fas more hkely to becontagious than the 
old one; for it is not quite eafy to fpread a paiHon- 
for fcrvitude aqiong the people: but in all evils of 
the oppofite kind our natural incUnatioEs are flat- 
tered. In the cafe of defpotifm there is xhefeedum 
crimen fervittais; in the laft the falfa fpecies liber- 
iatit\ and accordingly, as the hiftorian hya,pronii 
auribus aedpUur. ' , " 

In the laft age we were in danger of being en- 
tangled by the example of France in the net 6f a 
reJentlefs defpotifin. , It is not neceOary to fay any 
thing upon that example. It exifts no longer. 
Our prefent danger from the example of a people, 
whofe charader knows no medium, is, with re- 
.gwd to government, a danger from anarchy; a 
danger of bdng led through an admiration of fuc* 
cefcful fraud and violence, td an imitation of the 
exceOes of an irrational, unprincipledj profcribing, 
confifcating, plundering, ferocious, bloofiy, and 
tyrannical democracy. On the fide of religion^ 
the danger of their example is no lotiger from in- 
tolerance. 
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tolerance, but from atheifin; a foul, unnatural 
vice, foe to all the dignity and confolation of mon- 
tind; which feems in France, for a long time, t« 
have been embodied into a ia^on, accredited, and 
^moft avowed. 

Thefe are our prcfent dangers from France: but, 
in his opinion, the very worft part of the example 
fet is, in the late aflumption of citizenfliip by the 
army, and the whole of the arrangement, or rather 
di{arrangement of their military. 

He was forry that Ms right honourable friend 
(Mr. Fox)' had dropped even a word expreflive of 
exultation on thatcircumftance; or thathefeemed 
of opinion that the objediion from ftanding armies 
was at all leffened by.it. He attributed thb oiri- 
nion of Mr. Fox entirely to his known zeal for 
the beft of all caufes, Liberty. That it was mth 
a pain inexpreffible he was obliged to have even 
the.fliadow of a difference with his friend, whofe 
authority would be always great with him, and 
with all thinking people — Qua maxima femper cen- 
fetur nobis, et erit qu^ maxima femper— 'His confi- 
dence in Mr. Fox was fuch, and fo am[^, as to be 
almoft implicit. That he was not afliamed to avow 
that degree of docility. That when the choice is 
well made, it ftrengthensinftead of oppreffing our 
intelled;. That he who calls in the aid of an equal 
underftanding doubles his" own. He who profits 
of a fuperiour underftanding, raifes his powers to a 

level 



:ectv Google 



ON THZ ARl^Y saTlMATES, 179b. It 

level vitfa the height of the fupo'Iour underftand- 
ing he umtes with. He had found^ the benefit of 
fttch a junftion, and would not lightly depart from 
it. He wiflied almoft, on all occafions, that his 
, fentiments were underftood to be conveyed in 
Afa*. Fox's .words; and that he wiflied, as amongft 
the greateft benefits he could wifli the country, an 
eminent fltare of power to that right honourable 
gentleman ; becaufe he knew that, to bis great and 
mafterly underftanding, he had joined the greateft 
poffible degree of that natural moderation, which 
is the beft corre^vc of power; that he was of the 
moft artlefe, candid, open, and benevolent difpofi' 
tibn; difinterefted in the extreme; of a temper 
mild and placable, even to' a ftiult ; without one 
drop of gall in his whc^e conftitution. 

That the houfe muft perceive, from his coming 
forward to mark an exprefllon or two of his beft 
friendi how anxious he was to keep the diftemper 
of France from the leaft countenance in England, 
wh^e he was fure fome wlcJced perfons had fliewn 
a ftrong difpofition to recommend an imitation of 
the Fr«nch fpirit of reform. He was fo ftrongly 
oppDiied to any the leaft tendency towards the , 
means of introducing a democracy like theirs, as 
well as to the end itfelf, that much as it Would af- 
fli<fl: him, if fucfa a thing could be attempted, and 
that any friend of bis could concur in fuch mea- 
fures, (he m^ far, vwy far, from believing they 
could); 
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could) } he would abandon his beft Mends, aod^ 
join with his worft enemies to oppofe either' the 
means or the end; and to refift all violent exer- 
tions of the fpirit of innovation, fo diflant from 
all princi[Jes of true and izit reformatioo ; a fpirit 
well calculated to overturn ftates, but perfedfty 
unfit to amend them. 

That he was no' enemy to reformation. Almoft 
every bufinefs in which he was much concerned, 
from the firft day he (at: in that houle to that 
hour, was a buSneis of reformation ; and when he . 
had not been employed in correfting, he had been 
employed in refifting abufes. Some traces of tWs 
fpirit in him now fiand on their fiatute boiok. In 
his opinion, any thing which unnecefiarily tore to 
^eces the contexture of the ftate, not only pre- 
vented all real reformation, but introduced evils 
which would call, but perhaps, call in vain, for 
new reformation. 

That he thought the French nation very unwife. 
What they valued themfelves on, was a difgrace 
to them. They had gloried (and fome people in 
England had thought fit to take Ihare in that 
gloty) in making a revolution; as if. revolutions 
were good things in themfelves. All the horrours, 
and at] the crimes of the anarchy whkh led to thdr 
revolution, which attend its progrefs, and which 
may virtually attend it in its eftabliihment, pafs 
for nothing with the lovers of revolutions. The 
French 
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French have made their way through the deftruc- 
tlon of their country, to a bad conftitution, when 
they were abfolutely in pofleffion of a good one. 
They were in pofleffion of it the day the ftates met 
'in feparate orders. Their bufine^,' had they been 
either virtuous, or wife, or had been left to thar 
own judgment, was to fccure the ilabiUty and in- ' 
dependence of the fiates, according to thofe orders, 
under the monarch on the throne. It was then 
their duty to redrefs, grievances. 

Inftead of redreffing grievances, and impro'wng 
the fabrick of their ftate, to which they were called 
by their monarch, and fent by thrir country, they 
were made to t^e a very different courfei They 
firft deftroyed a^ the balances and counterpoifes 
which ferve to fix the ftate, and to give it a fteady 
direAion; and which- furnifh fure correfUves to 
any violent fpirit which may prevdl in any'of the 
orders. Thefe balances exifted'in their oldeft con* 
■ftitution ; and in the conftitution of this country ; 
and in the conftitution of all the countries in Eu- 
rope. Thefe they rafhly deftroyed,, and then they 
melted down the whole into one incongruous, ill- 
-^ conpeAed mafs. , 

■ When they h^d done this, they inftantly, and 
with the moft atrocious perfidy and breach of all 
faith among men, laid the axe to the root of all 
prcqicrty, and confequently of all national profpe- 
rity, by the principles they eftabfiflied, and the 
example 
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example tl^ey fet, in confifcaHng all the pofleffions 
of the church. They made and recorded a fort of 
injiitule and <^geji of anarchy, called the rights of 
man, in fuch a pedantick abufe of elementary prin- 
ciples as would have ^ifgraced boys at fchool; but 
fhis declaration of rights wa? worfe than trifling 
and pedantkk in t^iem ; as by their name and au- 
thority th«y fyftematicajiy deftroyed every hold 
of authority by opinion, reli^oup or civil, w the 
minds of the people. By this nTad declaration they 
fubverted the ftate; and brought on fuch calami- 
ties as no country, without a long war, has ever 
been known to fuffer, and which njay. in the^nd 
fTpduce fuch awiir, and perhaps, m^iiy fuch, 

With them the qu«:ftioa was not between def- 
potifm and liberty. The fecrifice they made of 
Uie peace and power of their country was not 
i^ade on the altar of freedom. Freedom, and a 
b^ter fecurity for freedom than that they hav$ 
taken, they might have had without any fecriBce 
at alk They brought themfelves into alj the ca- 
lamiti^es they fuff^, not that throu^ them they 
might obtain a Britilh confiitutioni they plunged 
themfslves headlong into thofe calamities, to pre- 
yent themfelves from fettling into that conftitu- 
tion, or into any thing refembUjig jt. . ' ' . , 

That if theyihould perfeftly fucceed in what 
they pxopofe, as they are likely enou^ to do, and 
eftablifli a demosra^y, or a moV'of dcmo^cracitsi 
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in, a country circumJlanced like France, ihej will 
«ftabUih a very bad government — a very bad fpe- 
dea of tyranny. . 

That, the worft effeft of all thar proceeding 
was OP their miUtary, which was rendered an 
army for every purpofe but that of defence. 
That, if the queftion was, whether foldiers were 
to forget they were citizens, as an abfirad fto* 
poiitiofi, he could have no difference about itt 
though, as it is ufual, when abftraA prindfdes are 
lo be. allied, much was to be thought on the 
manner of uniting the charader of dtizen and fi^ 
^aex. But as apphedtothe events which had hap- 
pened ifl France, where the abflraft prindple was 
doathed with its circumftances, he thought that 
his friend would agree with hlns, that what tvma 
done tb?re:iiir:nifhed no matter of exultation, 
dther in the a^ or the cKample. Thefe foldiers 
were not citizens; but bafe hireling mutineers, 
and niert«nary fordid deferters, wholly deftitute 
of any honourable prindjde. Their conduft was 
one of the fruits of that anarchick fpint,.from the 
' evils of which a democracy itfdf was to be refort- 
cd to, by thole who were the leaft difpo&d to that 
form, as a fort of refuge. It was not an army in 
corps and with discipline, and embodied under 
the refpe^ble patriot dtizens of the ftate in rc- 
^fting tyranny. Notbiqg like it. It was the cafe 
of comnwn folttiem de&rting fi-om then* o£^cei:s, 

to 
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. to join a furious, licentious populace. It was a dfr 
fcrtion to acaufc, the real objeft-of which was to 
levd all thofe inftitutions, and to break all thofe 
conne^ons, natural and civil, that regulate and 
hold together the community by a chain of fub- 
(urdination; to ratfe foldiers againil thdr officers; 
fervants ag^nft their mafters; tradefmen againft 
theiircuftoDiers; artificers agaipft their employers j 
tenants againil their landlords; curates ag^nft 
their bifhops; and children againft their parents. 
That this caufe of theirs was not an enemy to fer- 
vicude, but to fodety. 

' He wilhed the houfe to confider, how the mem- 
bers would like to have their manfions pulled 
,down and pillaged, their perfons abufed, infulted, 
and deftroyed ; their title deeds broujght out and 
burned before thdr faces, and themfdves and 
their fanMlies drivdi to feek refuge in every na- 
tion throughout Europe, for no other reafon than 
this; thai without -any fault of theirs, they were 
bom genttettiOT, and men of property, and were 
fiifpefted of a defire to p^eferve their (^nfideration 
and xhcit eOates. The defcrtion in France was to 
aid an abominable fedition, the very profeffed, prin- 
ciple of which was an implacable hoftility to no- 
bility and gentry, and whofe favage war-hoop was 
" s r Atijlotrate" by which fenfelefs, bloody cry, 
they animatedone another to rapine and ip^deTi 
whil^ abetted by ambitious msn of another clafi^- 

they . 
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they were crufliing every thing refpe^Ue and 
virtuous in l.heir nation, and to their power dif- 
gracing almoft every name, by which we former)/ 
knew there was fuch a country in the world as 
France. 

He knew too well, and he feltas much as any man, 
bow difficult it was to accommodate a ftanding ar- 
my to a free conftitution, or to any conftitutionv 
An armed, difciplined body is, in its eiTence, dan- 
gerous to hberty j undifciplined it is ruinous to fc> 
ciety. Its component parts are, in the latter cafe, 
ndther good citizens nor good foldiers. What 
have they thought of in France, under fuch a dif- 
ficulty as almoft puts the human faculties to a 
ftand? They have put their army under fuch a 
variety of principles of dijty, that it is more likely 
to breed litigants, pettifoggers,and mutineers, than 
foldiers *. They have fet up, to balance their crown 
army, another army, deriving under another au- 
thority, called a municipal army — ^a balance of 
armies, not of orders. Thefe latter they have de- 
ftroycd with every mark of infult and oppreffioi}. 
States may, and they will beft, exift with a parti- 
tion of civil powers. Armies cannot exift under a 
divided command. This ftate of things he thought, 
in cffecl, a ftate of war, or, at beft, but a truce- 
infiead of peace, in the country. 

• They are fwom to obey the Wng, the ration, and tbe Ia«-. 

Vol. V, C . "UTiat 
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What a dreadful thing is a ftanding army, for 
the conduQ: of the whole or any part of which, 
no man is refponfible! In the prefent ftate of the 
French crown army, is the crown refponfible for 
the whole of it? Is there any general who can be 
r«fpon(ibIe for the obedience of a brigade? Any 
colonel for that of a re^ment? Any captan for 
that of a company? And as to the municipal army, 
reinforced as it is by the new citizen-deferters, 
under whofe command are they? Have we not 
feen them, not ledby,but dragging their nominal 
Commander with a rope about his neck, when they, 
or thofe whom they accompanied, proceeded to 
the moil atrocious aifls of treafon and murder? 
Are any of thefe armies? Are any of thefe citizens? 

We have in fuch a difficulty as that of fitting 
a {landing army to the ftate, he conceived, done 
much better. We have not diftracled our army 
by divided principles of obedience. We have put 
them under a fmgle authority, with a fimple (our 
common) oath of fidelity; and we keep the whole 
under our annual infpection. This was doing atl 
that could be fafcly done. 

He felt fome concern tliat tliis ftrange thing 
called a Revolution in France, fliould be compared 
with the glorious event commonly called the Re- 
volution in England J and the conduct of the fol- 
diery, on that occafion, compared with the behavi- 
our of fome of the troops of France in the pre- 
■ fent: 
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fent inftance. At that period the Prince of Orange, 
a prince of the blood royal in England, was called 
in by the flower of the Englifh ariftocracy to de- 
fend its antient confUtution, and not to level ail 
diftinftions. To this prince, fo invited, tlie arifto- 
cratick leaders who commanded the trocps wer.t 
over with their feveral corps, in bodies, to the de- 
liverer of their country. Ariftocratick leaders 
brought up the corps of citizens who newly en- 
lifted in this caufe. Military obedience changed its 
object; but military difcipUne was not for a mo- 
ment interrupted in its principle. The troops were 
ready for war, but indifpofed to mutiny. 

But as the conduct of thd Englifh armies was 
different, fo was that of the whole Engliih nation 
at that time. In truth, the circumftances of our 
revolution (as it is called) and that of France are 
juft the reverfe of each other In almoft every par- 
ticular, and in the whole fpirit of the tranfaiflion. 
With us it was the cafe of a legal monarch at- 
tempting arbitrary power — in France it is the cafe 
of an arbitrary monarch, beginning, from what- 
ever caufe, to legalife his authority. The one was 
to be refifted, the other was to be managed and 
direfted; but in neither cafe was the order of the 
ftate to be changed, left government might be 
ruined, w'hich ought only to be correfted and le- 
galifed. With us we got rid of the man, and pre- 
ferved the conftituent parts of the ftate. There 
C a they 
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they get rid of the conftitucnt parts of the fiate, 
and keep the man. What we did was in truth and 
fubflance, and in a conftitutional light, a revolu- 
tion, not made, but prevented. We took folid 
fecurities; we fettled doubtful queftions; we cor- 
refted anomalies in our law. In the ftable fun- 
damental parts of our conftitution we made no 
revolution ; no, nor any alteration at all. We did 
not impair the monarchy. Perhaps it might be 
fliewn that we ftrengthened it very confiderably. 
The nation kept the fame ranks, the fame orders, 
the lame privileges, the feme franchifes, the fame 
rules for property, the fame fubordinations, the 
fame order in the law, in the revenue, $nd in the 
raagiftracy; the fame lords, the fame commons, 
the fame corporations, the fime electors. 

The church was not -impaired. Her eftates, 
her majefty, her fplendour, her orders and gra- 
dations continued the fame. She v/as preferved in 
her full efficiency, and cleared only of a certain 
intolerance, which was her weaknefs and difgrace. 
The church and the ftate were the fame after the 
revolution that they were before, but better fe- 
cured in every part. 

Was little done becaufe a revolution was not 
made in the conftitution? No! Every thing was 
done; becaufe we commenced with reparation not 
with ruin. Accordingly the ftate flourifhed. In- 
ficad of lying as dead, in a fort of trance, or cx- 

pofed 
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pofcd as fome Others, in an epileptick fit, to the 
pity or derifion of the world, for her wild, ridi- 
culous convulGve movements, impotent to every 
purpofe but that of dafliing out her brains againft 
the pavement. Great Britain rofe above the ftand- 
ard, even of her former felf. An sra of a more 
improved domeftick profperity then commenced, 
and ftill continues, not only unimpaired, but grow- 
ing, under the wafting hand of time. All the 
energies of the country were awakened. England 
never preferved a firmer countenance, or a more 
vigorous arm, to all her enemies, and to all her 
rivals. Europe under her refpired and revived. 
Every where flie appeared a^ the proteiftor, affer- 
tor, or avenger of liberty. A war was made and 
fupported againft fortune itfelf. The treaty of 
Ryfwicfc, which firft limited the power of France, 
was foon irfter made: the grand alliance very 
fliortly followed, whic^ fiiook to the foundations 
the dreadful power which menaced the indepen- 
dence of mankind. The ftates of Europe lay 
happy under the fliade of a great and free mo- 
narchy, which knew how to be great without en- 
dangering its own peace at home, or the internal 
or external peace of any of its neighbours. 

Mr. Burke laid he Ihould have felt very unplea- 

fantly if he had not delivered thefc fentiments. He 

was near the end of his natural, probably ftill 

nearer the end of his political career j tliat he 

C 3 was 
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was weak, and weary ; and wifhcd for reft. That 
he was little djfpofed to controverQes, or what U 
called a detailed oppolition. That at his time of 
life, if he could not do fomething by fome fort of 
weight of opinion, natural or acquired, it was ufe- 
lefs and indecorous to attempt any thing by mere 
ftruggle. Tiirpe fenex miles. That he had for 
that reafon little attended the army bufinefs, or 
that of the revenue, or. almofl any other matter 
of dctMl for fome years paft. That he had, how- 
ever, his tafk. He was fer from condemning fuch 
oppofition; on the contrary, he moft highly ap- 
plauded it, where a juft occafion exifted for it, 
'and gentlemen had vigour and capacity to purfue 
it. Where a great occalion occurred, he was, and 
while he continued in parliament, would be 
amongfl: the moft aftive and the moft earheft, as 
he hoped he had fliewn on ■ a late event. "With 
refpect to the conftitution itfelf, he wiftied few al- 
terations in it. Happy if he left it not the wopfc 
for any ftiare he had taken in its fervice. 

Mr, Fox then rofe, and declared, in fubftancc, 
that fo far as regarded the French army, he went 
no farther than the general principle, by which 
that army fhewed itfelf indifpofed to be an inftru- 
ment in the fervitude of their fellow citizens, but 
did not enter into the particulars of their con- 
dufH:. He declared, that he did not affe6: a de- 
mocracy. That he always thought any of the 
fimple. 
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fimple, unbalanced governments bad; fimple mo- 
narchy, fimple arittocracy, fimple democracy ; he 
held them all impcriccl or vicious : all were bad 
by themfclves: the compofition alone was good.* 
That thefe had been always his principles,- in whlcTi- 
he had agreed with his friend Mr. Burke, of 
whom he faid many kind and flattering things, 
which Mr. Burke, I take it'for granted, will know 
himfelf too well to think he merits, from any 
thing but Mr. Fox's acknowledged good-nature. 
Mr. Fox thought, however, that, in many cales, 
Mr. Burke was rather carried too far by his hatred 
to innovation. 

Mr. Burke faid, he well knew that thefe had 
been Mr; Fox's invariable opinions; that they 
were afure ground for the confidence of liis coun- 
try. But he hsd been fearful, that cabals of very 
diJerent intentions, would be ready to make ufe 
of his great name, againil his charaifier and fenti- 
ments, in order to derive a credit to their deftruc- 
tive machinations. 

Mr. Sheridan then rofe, and made a lively and 
eloquent fpeech agaJnft Mr. Burke; in which, 
among other things, he faid that Mr. Burke had - 
libelled the national afTembly of France, and had 
caft out reflexions on fuch charafters as thofe of 
the Marquis de la Fayette and Mr. Bailly. 

Mr. Burke faid, that he did not libel the national 

aflembly of France, whom he confidered very 

C 4 little 
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Uttk in the dHculEon of thefe matters. Tint he 
' thoi^ht all the fubitantial power refided in the 
'rcpublick of Paris, whofe authority guided, or 
whofe example was followed by, all the republicks 
-of France. Th^ republicfc of Paris had an army 
under their orders, and not undar tho£e of the o^ 
tional affembly. 

N. B. As to the particular gentlemen, I do not 
remember that Mr. .Burke mentioned -either of 
them — KKrtainly not Mt. Bailly. He alluded, un- 
doubtedly, to the cafe of the Marquis de la Fay- 
ette; but whether what he afferted of him be a 
libel on him, mull be left to thofe who are ac- 
quainted with the bufinefs. 

Mr. Ktt concluded the debate with becoming 
gravity and dignity, and a rrferve on both fides of 
the queftion, as related to France, fit for a perfon 
in a miniilerial fituation. He laid, that what h^ 
had ^oken only regarded France when Ihe fhould 
unite, which he rather thought fiie loon .might, 
with the liberty fhe had acquired, the bleflings of 
law and order. He, too, fiud feveral civil things ' 
concerning the fentiments of Mr; Burke, as ap> . 
plied to this country. 
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IT may not be unneceirar,y to inform the. Reader, 
that the following Reflections had their origin 
in a correfpondence between the Author and -a 
very young gentleman at Paris, who did him the 
honour of defiring his opinion upon the important 
tranfaftions, which then, and ever fince, have fo 
much occupied the attention of all men. An an- 
fwer was wiitten fome time in the month of Oc- 
tober 1789J but it was kept back upon prudential 
confiderations. That letter is alluded to in the 
beginning of the following fiieets. It has been 
lince forwarded to the perfon tO whom it was ad- 
drefled. The reafons for the delay in fending it 
were affigned in a fhort letter to the fame gentle- 
man. This produced on his part a new and pref- 
fing application for the Author's fentiments. 

The Author began a fecond and more full dif- 
cuffion on the fubjefft. This he had fome thoughts 
of pubhfliing early in the laft fpringj but the 
matter gaining upon him, he found that what he 
had undertaken not only iar exceeded the meafure 
of a letter, but that its importance required rather 
a more detailed confideration thart at that time 
he had any leifvire to beftow upon it. However, 
having thrown down his firft thoughts in the form 

of 
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■ of a letter, and indeed when he fat down to write, 
having intended it for a private letter, he found it 
difficult to change the form of addrcfs, when his 
fentiments had grown into a greater extent, and 
had received another dire^on. A difierent plan; 
he Is fen0ble» might be more feivourable tb a com- 
ipodious diviiion and diftribution of bis matter. 
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REFLECTIONS, 

e^c. Sic. 

Dear Sir, 

YOU are pleafed to call again, and with fome 
carneftnefs, for my thoughts on the late pro- 
ceedings in France. 1 will not give you reafon to 
imagine that I think my fentinients of fuch value 
as to with myfelf to be folicited about them. They 
are of too little confequence to be very anxioufly 
either communicated or withheld. It was frcnh 
attention to you, and to you only, that I hefitated , 
at the time when you firft defired to receive them; 
In the firft letter. I had the honour to write to you, 
and which at length I fend, I wrote neither for, 
nor from, any defeription of men; nor {hall I in 
this. My errours, if any, are my own. My re- 
putation alone is to anfwer for them. 

You fee. Sir, by the long letter I have tranf- 
mitted to you, that though I do moll heartUy wifli 
that France may be animated by a fpirit of rational 
liberty, and that 1 think you bound, in all honeft 
policy, to provide a permanent body, in which 
that Spirit may refide, and an effectual organ, by 
which it may act, it is my misfortune to entertain _ 

great 
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great doubts concerning fevcral material points In 
your late tranfaftlons. 

You imagined, when you wrote laft, that I 
might pofllbly be reckoned among the approvers 
of certain proceedings in France, from the folemn 
publick feal of fanction they have received from 
two clubs of gentlemen in London, called the Con- 
ftitutional Society, and the Revolution Society. 

I certainly have the honour to belong to more 
clubs than one, in which the conftitution of this 
kingdom, and the principles of the glorious revo- 
lution are held in high reverence: and I reckon 
myfelf among the moft forward in my zeal for 
maintaining that conllitution and thofe principles 
■ in their utmoft purity and vigour. It is becaufe I 
do fo, that I think it neceffary for me, that there 
fiiould be no miftake. Thofe wlid cultivate the 
memory of our revolution, an4 thofe who are at- 
tached to the conftitution of this kingdom, will 
take good care how they are involved with per- 
fons who, under the pretext of zeal towards the 
revolution and conftitution, too frequently wan- 
der from their true principles; and are ready on 
every occafion to depart from the firm but cauti- 
ous and deliberate fpirit which- produced the one, 
and which prelidcs in the other. Before I proceed 
to anfwer the more material particulars in your 
letter, I fhall beg leave to give you fuch informa- 
tion as 1 have been able to obt^n of the two clubs 
which 
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which have thought proper, as bodies, to interfere 
in the concerns of France; firft affuring you, that 
I am not, and that I have never been, a member of 
either of thofe focieties. 

The firft, calling itfelf the Conftitutional Sodety, 
or Society for Conftitutional Information, or by 
fome fuch title, is, I believe, of feven or eight years < 
ftanding. The inftitution of this fociety appears 
to be of a charitable, and fo far of a laudable, na- 
ture: it was intended for the circulation, at the 
expence of the members, of many books, which 
few others would be at the expence of buying ; 
and which might lie on the hands of the bookfel- 
iers, to the gjeat lofs of an ufefal body of men. 
Whether the books fo charitably circulated, were 
ever as charitably read, is more than I know. Pof- 
fibly feveral of them have been exported to 
France; and, like goods not in requeft here, may 
with you have found a market. I have heard 
much talk of the lights to be drawn from books 
that are fent from hence. What improvements 
they have had in their paffagc (as it is faid fome 
liquors are mdlorated by croffing the fea) I can- 
not tell: but I never heard a man of common 
judgment, or the lealtdegree of information, fpcak 
a word in praife of the greater part of the publi- 
cations circulated by that fociety; nor have their 
proceedings been accounted, except by fome of 
them&Ives, as of any ferious confequence. " . 
' ' Your 



zecbvGoogIc 



3? SLEFtEtTIONS ON THE 

Your national aflembly feems to entertain niuch 
the fame opinion that I do of this poor charitable 
club. As a nation, you referred the whole ftock 
of your eloquent acknowledgments for the Revo- 
lution Society; when their fellows in the Confti- 
tutional were, in equity, entitled to fome fliare. 
Since you have felected the Revolution' Society as 
the great objeiEl of your national thanks and 
praifes, you will think me excufeable in maldng it$ 
late conduft the fubjecl of my obfervations. The 
national affembly of France has given importance 
to thefe gentlemen by adopting them; and they 
return the favour, by afting as . a committee in 
England for extending the principles of the na- 
tional affembly. Henceforward we muft confider 
them as a Idnd of privileged perfons ; as no in- 
confiderable members in the diplomatick bodj". 
This is one among the revolutions which have 
given fplenddur to obfcurity, and diftincUon to un- 
difcerned merit. Until, very lately I do not re- 
- follefl to have heard of this club. I am quite fure 
that it never occupied a moment of my thoughts ; 
«or, I believe, thofe of any perfon out of their 
own fet. I find, upon inquiry, that on the anni- 
ver&ry of the revolution in 1688, a club of diffen- 
ters, \mt of what denomination I know not, have 
long had the cuftom of hearing a fermon in one 
of their churches ; and that afterwards thej' fpcnt 
the day cheerfiiliy, as-other dubs do, at the ta- 
■ ■ •- - vern. 
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^ern. But I never heard thkt any pubUck va^ 
fure, or political fyftem, much Ids that the merits 
of the constitution of any fbrdgn nation, had 
been the fubjed of a formal proceeding at thdr 
feftivals; until, to my inexpreffible furprile, I 
found them in a fort of publick capacity, by a 
congratulatory addrefe, giving an authoriutive 
fanftion to the proceedings of the natidnal affem- 
bly in France. 

In the ancient principles and condud: of the 
club, fo far at leaft as they were declared, I fee no- 
thing to which Icould take exception. I think it 
very probable, that for feme purpofe, new mem- 
bers may have entered among themj and that 
fome truly chriftian politicians,, who love to dif- 
penfe benefits, but.are careful to conceal the hand 
which difiributes the dole, may have made them 
the inftruments of their pious deligns. What- 
ever I may have reafon to fufpcct concerning pri- 
vate management, I Ihall fpeak of nothing as of a 
certainty but what is publick. 
. For one, I fhould be forry to be thought, di^ 
reftiy or indire£Hy, concerned in their proceed- 
ings. I certainly take my full fliare, along with 
the reft of the world, in my individu^d and pri- 
vate capacity, in fpeculating on what has been 
done, or is doing, on the puUick llage; 'm any 
{^ce andent or modern; in the repubUck of 
Rome, or therepuUick of Paris} but having no 

Vol. V, D general 
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gtaerail apoftolical ■ miffion, being a dtizen-of a 
particular ftate, and being bound up in a confide- 
feble degree, by its publick will, I {hould think it at 
leaft improper and irregular for me to open a for- 
■mal publick correfpondence with the aftual go- 
vernment of a foreign nation, without the exprefs 
authority of the government under which I live. • 
I fliould be ftill more unwilling to enter into 
that correfpondence, under any thing like an equi- 
vocal defcription, which to many, unacquainted 
with our ufages, might make the addrefs, in which 
I joined, appear as the aft of pcrfons in fome fort " 
of corporate capacity, acknowledged by the laws 
of this kingdom, and authorized to fpeak the 
fenfe of fome part of it. On account of the am- 
biguity and uncertainty of unauthorized general 
defcriptions, and of the deceit which may be prac- 
i tifed under them, and not from mere formality, 
[the houfe of commons would reject the moft 
i fneaking petition for the moft trifling objeft, un- 
1 der that mode of fignature to which you have 
I thrown open the folding-doors of your prefence 
\ chamber, and have ulhered into your national af- 
I fembly with as much ceremony and parade, and 
I -with asgreat a buftle of applaufe, as if you had 
i been vifited by the whole reprefentative majefty of 
the whole Englifli natjan. If what this fociety 
has thought, proper to fend forth had been a piece 
of argument, it would have iignified little whofe 
.. . .argument 
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argiAient it was. It would be neither the more 
nor the lefs convincing on account of the party it 
came from. But this is only a vote and refolution. 
It ftands foldy on authority; and in this cafe it U 
the mere authority of individuals, few of whom 
appear. Their fignatures ought, in my opinion, 
to have been annexed to their inftrument. Th? 
world would then have the means of knowing 
how many they are; who they arc; and of 
what value their opinions may be, from their per- 
fonal abilities, from their knowledge, their expe- 
rience, or their lead and authority in this flate. 
To me, who am but a plain man, the proceeding , 
looks a litde too refined, and too ingenious; it has 
too much the air of a political ftratagem, adopt* 
ed for the fake of giving, under a high-found* 
ing name, an importance to the pubUck declara* 
tions of this club, which, when the matter came to 
be clofely infpefted, they did not altogrther fo 
well defervc. It is a policy that has very much 
the complexion of a fraud. 

I flatter myfeif that I love a manly, moral, re- 
gulated liberty as well as any gendeman of that 
fociety, be he who he will; and perhaps I have 
given as good proofs of my attachment to that 
caufe, in the whole courfe of my publick conduA. 
I think I envy liberty as Jittle as they do, to any 
other nation. But I cannot fiand forward, and 
give praife or blame to any thing which relates to 
D z human 
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human acHons« and human concerns, on a mnple 
view of the obje€i:, as it ftands ftrif^ped of every 
relation, in all the nakednefs and foUtude of 
metaphyfical abftra£tion. CtrcumiUnces (which 
with fome gentlemen pafs for nothing) g^ve in re- 
ality to every pditical principle its diftinguiftiinj; 
colour, and difcriminating effe<ft. The circum- 
ftances are what render every civil and poKtica! 
fcheme beneficial or noxious to mankind- Ab- 
ftratSedly fpeaking, government, as well as liberty, 
is good; yet could I, in common fenfe, ten years 
ago, have felicitated France on her enjoyment of 
a.government (for Ihe then had a government) 
without inquiry what the nature of that govern- 
ment was, or how it was adminiftered? Can I 
now congratulate the lame nation upon its free- 
dom-? Is it becaufe liberty in the abftr aft may be 
claffed amongft the bleflings of mankind, that I 
am ferioufly to felicitate a mad-man, who has ef- 
caped from the protefting reftraint and wholefome 
darkneis of his cell, on his reftoration to the en- 
joyment of light and liberty ? Am I to congratu- 
late a highwayman and murderer, who has broke 
prUbn, upon the recovery of fats natural rights? 
This would be to act over again the fccne of the 
criminals condemned to the gallies, and their he- 
rbicfc deliverer, the mctaphyfick knight of the for- 
rowful countenance. 
When 1 fee tjie fpirit of liberty in aiftion, I fee a 
ilroiig 
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ftrong principle at work ; and this, for a while, is 
all I can poffibly know of it. The wild gas, the 
fixed air is plainly broke loofe: but we opght to 
fufpend our judgment until the iirft efFervefcence 
is a little fublid^d, till the liquor u cleared, and un- 
til we fee fomething deeper than the Station of 
a troubled and frothy furface. I muft be tolerably 
fure, before I venture publickly to congratulate 
men upon a blelling, that they have really re- 
ceived one. Flattery corrupts both the receiver 
and the ^ver; and adulation is not of more &r- 
vice to the people than to kings. I Ibould there- 
fore fufpend my congratulations on the new li- 
berty of France, until I was informed how it had 
been combined with government j with publick 
force; with the difdpline and obedience of ar.- 
mies) with the colkdHon of an efie^ve and wdl- 
diflributed revenue; with morality and religiop; 
with foUdity and property; with peace and o^'r 
der; with civil and foci^ manners. AH thcfe (iq 
their way) are good things too; and, without 
them, liberty is not a benefit whilll: it lafts, and t3 
not likely to continue long. The eifeft of liberty 
to individuals is, that they may do what they 
pleafe: we ought to fee what it will pleafe them to 
do, before we rifk congratulations, which may 
be foon turned into complaints. Prudence would 
di£tate this in the cafe of fcparate infulated private 
men; but liberty, when men acl in bodies, is 
' D 3 poller. 
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power. Confiderate people, before they declare 
themfclves, will obferve the ufe which is made- of 
power; and particularly of fo trying a thing as 
iilw power in new pcrfons, of whofe principles, 
tempers, and difpolitions they have Uttle or no 
experience, and in fituations, where thofe who ap- 
pear the moft ftirring in the fcene may poffibly not 
be the real movers. 

All thefe confiderations however were below 
the tranfcendental dignity of the revolution fodety. 
Whilft I continued in the countiy, from whence 
I had the honour of writing to you, I had but an 
imperfeft idea of th«r tranfeftions. On my com- 
ing totown, Ifent for an account of thdr pro- 
ceedings, which had been publilhed by their au- 
thority, containing a fermon of Dr. Price, with 
the Duke de Rochefaucault's and the Archbifiiop 
of Aix's letter, and feveral other documents an- 
nexed. ^The whole of that publication, with the 
manifeft defig^ of connefting the afiairs of France - 
with thofe of England, by drawing us into an 
imitation of the conduct df the national aflembly, 
gave me % confiderable degree of uneafinefs. The 
«fFeft of that conduft upon the power, credit, prof- 
perity, and tranquillity of France, became every 
day more evident. The form of conftitution to 
be fettled, for its future polity, became more clear. 
We are now in a condition to difccrn, with toler- 
able exaftnefs, the true nature of the objcft held 

up 
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Up to our imitation. If the prudence of referve 
ind decorum dictates fUence in &me circumfiances, 
ia others prudence of a higher order may juftify 
us in fpeaking our thoughts. The beginnings of 
confufion with us in England are at prefent feeble 
enough; but with you, we have feen an infwicy 
mil more feeble, growing by moments into a 
fbength to heap mountains upon mountains, and 
to wage war withjieaven itfelf. Whenever our 
neighbouPs houife is on fire, it cannot be aniife for 
the engines to play a Httle on our own. Better to 
be defpifed for ^oo anxious apprehenGons, than 
ruined by too confident a fecurity. 

Solicitous chiefly for the peace of my own coun- 
try, but by no means unconcerned for yours, I 
wilh to communicate more largely, what was at 
firft intended only for your private fatisfaftion. 
I fliall ftill keep your afiairs in my £ye, and con-^ 
tinue to addrels myfelf to you. Indulging myfelf 
in the freedom of epiftolary intercourfe, I beg 
leave to throw out my thoughts, and exprels ray. 
feelings, juft as they arife in my mind, with very 
little attention to formal method. ; I fet out with 
the proceedings of the revolution fociety.; but I 
ftiaJl not confine myielf to them, is it poffible I 
ihould? It looks to me as if I were in a great erir 
lis, not of the afiairs of France alone, but of aU 
Europe, perhaps of more than Europe. All cir- 
cumflances taken together, the French revolution 
D /^ is 
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is the moft aftonifhing that has hitherto haf^jcaed* 
in the worid- The moft wonderful things are 
brought about in many inftances by means the 
moft abfurd and ridiculous; in the 'moft ridtcu-' 
lous modes; and apparently, by the moft .con-- 
temptible inftruments. Evwy thing fecms out of 
nature in this ftrange chaos of levity and ferocity, 
and of all forts of crimes jumbled f ogether with 
all forts of follies. In viewing this monftrous tragi-" 
comick {bene, the moft oppofite pafltons necef- 
larily fucceed, and fometimes mix with eadiother- 
in the mind ; alternate contempt and indignation ; 
alternate laughter and tears; alternate fcorn and* 
hotTour. 

It cannot however be denied, that to fome this 
ftrange fcene appeared in quite another point of 
view. Into them it infpired no Other fentiments 
than thofe of exultation and rapture. They faw 
nothing in what has been done in France, but a 
firm and temperate exertion of freedom ; fo con- 
fiftent, on the whole, with morals and with piety, 
as to make it deferring not only of the fecular ap^ 
plaufe of dafhing Machiavelian politicians, but to 
render it a fit theme for all the devout cffufions of 
_ filcred eloquence. 

On the forenoon of the 4th of November laft, ., 
Do^or Richard Price, a non-conforming miniftes- 
of eminence, preached at the diffenting meeting- 
houfeof the Old Jewry, to his dub-orfodety,;*. 

very 
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rery^ extraordinary mifcellaneous fermon^ in wfaidi 
there are fome good -moral and reli^oua fenti- 
ments, and not ill expreffed, mixed up with a fort 
(^ porridge of various political opinions and re- 
flexions: but the revolution in France is the 
grand ingredient in the cauldron. I confider the 
addrefs tranfmitted by the revolution fociety to 
the nation^ af&mUy, through Earl Stanhope, as 
<Higinating in the principles of the fermon, and as ' 
a corc^ry from them. It Was moved by the 
[n-eacher ctf that ^Ufcourfe. It was pafled by thofe 
who came reeking from the effed of the fermon, 
wtthout any ceafure or qualification, ezpreifed or 
imf^ied. If, however, any of the gentlemen con- 
cerned fiiall wiih to leparate the fermon from the 
refohition, they know how to acknowledge the 
one, and to difevow the other. They may do it: 
I cannot. 

For my part, I looked on that fermon as the' 
putiick doiJaration of a man mudh connected with 
literary cabalJers, and intriguing philoft^hers; 
with politic J. theolo^ans, and- theological politi- 
dana, both at home and abro&d. I know they 
£rt him up as a fort of oracle ; becaufe, with the 
beft intentions in the world, he naturally phitip- 
fizety and chaunts hb prophettck fong in exa3: 
ttoifon with their de£gns. 

That iermon is in a ftrain which I believe has 

not been heard in this Idngdom, in any of the 

pulpits 
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pulpits which are tolerated or encouraged:-io kc 
fince the year 1648, when a predeceflbr of Dr. 
Price, the Reverend Hugh Peters, made the vault 
of the king's own chapel at St. James's ring with , 
the honour and privilegfe of the faints, who, with , 
the " high praifes of God in their mouths, and a ■ 
*.' /wo-edged fword in thar hands,' were to exe- 
** cute judgment on the heathen, and punifb-. 
" ments upon iht people; to bind thw" i/rtj/with. 
*' chains, and their noijes with fetters of iron*." 
Few harangues from the pulpit;.exc^>t in the days- 
of your league in France, or in the days of our- 
folemn league and covenant in.En^and, have ever- 
breathed Icfs of the fpirit of moderaticm than this' 
lefture in the Old Jewry. Suppofing, ht>wcver> 
that fomething like moderation were vifible in 
this political fermon; yetjwliticks and the pvlpk 
are terms that have little agreement. No found' 
ougETtb be heard in the church but the healing 
voice of chriftian charity. The caufe of civil li-- 
berty and civil goTernmCnt gains as little as that 
of religion by this coitfufion of duties. Thoife 
who quit their proper chara<^er, to affiime what 
does not belong to them, are, for the greater part, 
ignorant both of the character they leave, *fld o£ 
the charafter they affume. Wholly unacquaintect 
with the world in which they are fo fond of meiiii 
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dling, and inexperienced in all its affurs, on 
which they pronounce with fo much confidence, 
they have nothing of politicks but the paffions they 
exdte. Surely the church is a place where one 
day's truce ought to be allowed to the diilenlions 
and animoJities of mankind. 

This pulpit ftyle, revived after fo long a difcon- 
tinuance, had to me the air of novelty, and of a 
novelty not wholly, without danger. ). do Hot 
charge thb danger equally to every part of the 
difcourfe. The hint givien to a noble and reve- 
rend lay-divine, who is fuppofed high in office in 
one of our univerlities,* and other lay-divines 
" of raai and literature," may be proper and fea- 
ibnable,' though fomewhat new. If the noble 
Seekers ihould find nothing to fatisfy their pious 
fancies in the old ftaple of the national church, 
or in all the rich variety to 'be found in the well- 
afibrted warehoufes of the di0enting congrega. 
tions. Dr. Price advifes them to improve upon 
non-conformity ; and to fet up, each of them, a 
feparate meeting-houfe ufon his own particular 
prindples-t It is fomewhat remarkable that this 
reverend 

* l^rcourfe on the Love of our Country, Not. 4, 1789, by 
Dr. Richard Price, jd' edition, p. 17 ami 18. 

j" '* Thofe who diflike that mode of worihip which is pre. 
" fcribed by publick mthority ought, if ibey can lin<I no worfhip 
" out of the church which they approve, ta/cl tip a/eparctie icor- 
"J^iffor Ihemfehri; and by doing this, and giving an eiample of 
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reverend divine fliould be fo earneft for fitting 
up new churclies, and lb perfeAly indifferent con- 
cerning the doiSrine which may be taught in 
them. His zeal is of a curious charaAer. It is 
not for the propagation of his own opinions, but 
of any opinions. It is not for the diflfufion of 
truth, but for the fpreading of contradidion. Let 
the noble teachers but diflent, it is no matter from 
whom or from what. This great point once fe- 
cured, it is taken for granted their religion will 
be rational and manly. I doubt whether religion 
wcHiId leap all the benefits which the calculating 
divine computes from this " great tympany of 
*• great preachers. " It would certainly be a v^u- 
aWc addition of non-defcripts to the ample cdlec< 
tion of known clafles, genera and ^edes, which at 
prefent beautify the horiusjiccus of diflent. A (a- 
mon from a noble duke, or a noUe marquis, or a 
noble earl, or baron bold, would certainly increafe 
and diyerfify the amufements of this town, which 
begins to grow fatiated with the uniform round 
of its vapid dtilipations. I ihould only ftipnlate 
that thefe new Mefs-Johns in robes and coronets 
ihould keep feme fort of bounds in the democra- 
tick and levelling principles which are cxpe^ed 
from their titled pulpits. The new evangelifts will, 

" a rational and manly worlhip, men of -j:aght from their rank 
'.' and literature may lio the grcateft fervice to fociety and the 
"world." P. i8, Dr. Price's Settnoo. 

i dare 
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J dare fey, difeppomt the hopes that are conceived 
of them. They will not become, Uterally as well as 
figuratively, polemick divines, nor be difpoied fo 
to drill their congregations that they may, as in ~ 
former blefled times, jveach their dodrines to re- 
giments of dragoons, and corps of infantry and 
artillery. Such arrangements, however favour- 
able to the caufe of compulfory freedom, civil and 
rdi^ous,may not be equally conducive to the na- 
tional tranquillity. Thefe few reftriftiom I hope 
are no great ftretches of intolerance, no very vio- 
lent exertions of defpotifm. 

But I may fay of our preacher, " utinam nugis 
*• tota ilia dedijfet temfora favitue" — All things in 
this Ms fulminating bull are not of fb innoxious a 
tendency. His doftrines affeft our conftitution in 
its -mtal parts. He tells the revolution fociety, in 
this political fermon, that his m^gefty ** is almoft 
" the om/v lawful king in the world, becaufe the 
" vnly one who owes his crown to the choice of his 
" pe(^le." As to the Idngs of the world, all of 
whom (except one) this archpontifF of the rights of 
mcKi with all the plenitude, and with more than 
the boldnels of the papal depofing power in its 
meridian fervour of the twelfth century, puts into 
one fwwping claufe of ban and anathema, and 
proclaims ufiirpers by drcles of longitude and la- 
titude, over the whole globe, it behoves them to 
confider how they admit into their ttrrit^es 

thefe 
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the& apoilolick miiHonaries, who are to tdl thdr 
fubjefts they are not lawful kings. That is their 
concern. It is ours as a domelHck intereft of fome 
momenc, ferloufly to coniider the foUdity of tfae 
only principle upon which thefe gentlemen ac- 
knowledge a king of Great Britain to be entitled 
to their allegiance. 

This doftrine, as applied to the prince now oa 
the Britifii throne, either is nonfenfe, and there- 
fore neither true nor fialle, or it affirms a moft 
unfounded) dangerous, illegal, and unconlUtutional 
pofition. According to this fpiritual doftor of po- 
liticksj if his majetly does not owe his crown to the 
choice of his people, he is no lawful king. Now 
nothing can be more untrue than that the crown 
of this kingdom is fo held by his majefty. There- 
fore if you follow their rule, the king of Great 
Britain, who moft certainly docs not owe his high 
office to any form of popular eleftion, is in no re- 
fpeft better than the reft of the gang of ufurpers, 
who reign, or rather rob, all over the face of this 
our miferable world, without any fort of right or 
title to the allegiance of their people. The policy 
of this general doftrine, fo qualified, is evident 
enough. The propagators of this political gofpel 
are in hopes their abftrad principle (their principle 
that a popular choice is neceilary to the legal ex- 
iftencc of the fovereign magiftracy) would be over- 
looked, whilft the king of Great Britain was not 
afFeded 
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afie^ed by it. In the mean time the ears of their 
congregations would be gradually habituated to 
it, as if it were a firft principle admitted without 
difpute. For the prefent it would only operate as 
a theory,, pickled in the preferving juices of pulpit if 
efegu^ice, ahd. laid by for future ufe. Condo et 
compono qua mox defromere po^im. By this policy, 
whilft our government is foothed with a referva- 
tion in its favour, to which it has no claim, the fe- 
curity, whicih it has in common with all govern- 
Hien^, fo far as ojHniwi is fecurity, is taken away. 
Thus thefe politicians proceed, whilft little no- 
tice is taken of their doftrines; but when they 
come to be examined upwi the plain meaning of 
their words, and the direct tendency of their doc- 
trines, then equivocations and flippery conftruc- 
tions come into play. When they fay the king 
.owes his crown to the choice of his people, and 
is therefore the only lawful fovereign in the world, 
they will perhaps tell us they mean to fay no more 
than that fome of the king's predeceflbrs have been 
called to the throne by fome fort of choice j and 
therefore he owes his crown to the choice of his 
people. Thus, by a miferable fubterfuge, they 
hope to render thdr propofition fafe, by rendering 
it nugatory. They are welcome to the afylum 
they feck for their offence, fince they take refuge 
in their folly. For, if you admit this interpreta- 
tran, how does their idea of eledion differ from 

our 
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our idea of inheritance? And how does the fetde- 
ment of the crown in the Bninfwick line derived 
' from James the firft, come to legalize our monar- 
chy, rather than that of any of the neighbouring 
countries? At fome time or other, to be fure, 
all the beginners of dynaflies were chofen by thofe ' 
who called them to govern. There is ground 
enough for the opinion that all the langdoms of 
Europe were at a remote period, eledive, with 
more or fewer limitations in the obje^ of choice; 
but whatever kings mi^t have been here or elle* 
where, a thoufand years ago, or in whatever 
manner the ruling dynafties of Eng^hd or France 
may have begun, the king of Great Britun is at 
this day king by a fixed rule of fucceilion, accord- 
ing to the laws of his country : and whilft the le- 
gal conditions of the compaA of foverdgnty are 
, pertbrnied by him (as they are performed) he holds 
his crown in contempt ctf the choice of the revolu. 
- tion fociety, who have not a fingl^ vote for a king 
amongft them, either individually or collefflvrfy; 
though I make no doubt they would foon creft 
themfelves into an elet^oral college, if things were 
ripe to give effeft to their claim. His tna^efty's 
heirs and fucceffors, each in his time and order, 
will come to the crown with the fame contempt 
of their choice with which his majefiy has fuo- 
ceeded to that he wears. 

Whatever may be the fuccela of evafion, in ex- 
plaining 
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{fining away the groft errour offa^, which fup- 
pofes that his majefty (though he holds it in coii>- 
currence with the wUhes) owes his crown to the 
chtHce of his people^ yet nothing can evade their 
full explicit declaration, concerning tlie principle 
of a right in the people to choofe, which right is 
-dire^ly maintained, and tenacioully adhered to* 
All the oblique infinuations concerning election 
4x>ttom in this propoCtion, and are re&raUe to it. 
Left the foundation of the king's exdufive legal 
title 'fiiotild p^ for a mere rant of adulatory free- 
Hoetj* the p<^tlcal divine proceeds dogmatically to 
affert,* that" by the principles of tlie revolution the 
people of England haVe acquired three tiuidamen- 
t'al rights, all of which, with him, compofe one 
fyftem, and lie together in one Ihort fentence^ 
-tiamely^ that we have acquired a right 
I. '^ To dioofe our own governours." 

* fi. ■ " To calhier them for mifconduft." 

• ' 3* ** To frame a government for ourfelves.'* 
This new, and hitherto unheard-of bill of rights, 
though made in the name of the whole people, 
bdongs to thofe gentlemen and thdr facUon only. 
The body of the people of England have no fharc 
in it. They utterly difclaim it. They will refift 
the pra^cal aflertion of it with th^r lives and 

* P. 34, IKfccnirfi; on the Love of our Country, hy Dr. Price. 

Vol. v. E fortunes. 
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fpttunes. They are bound to do fo by the laws 
of their country, made at the time of that very 
revolution, which is appealed to.in fevour of the 

-fictitious rights claimed by the ' fociety which 
abufes its name. , 

Thefe gentlemen of the Old Jewry^ in all their 
lea&nings on the revolution of 1^88, have a r&> 
volution which happened in England about fof ty 
years before, and the late French revoludon, fo 
jnuch before their eyes, and in thdr hearts, that 
they are conftantly confounding all the three to- 
gether. . It is neccllary that we ihould fbparate 
what they confound. We muft recall their erring 

. ftincies to the a^s of the revolution which we re- 
vere, for the difcovery of its true principles. If the 
principles ai the revolution of 1688 are any where 
to be found, it is in the ftatutc called the Declara- ■ 
Hon of Rigbu In that moil wife, fober, and confi- 
derate declaration', drawn up by great lawyers and 
giTeat ftatefmen, and not by warm and inexperi- 
enced enthufiafts, not one word is feid, nor one 
fuggeftion made, of a general right " to choofc 
*' our own geventours ; to calhier them for mifcon- 
*' dufl: ; and to/erm a government for our/elves" 
This declaration of right (the aft of the ift of 

,. William and Mary, feff. 2. ch. 2.) is the corner- 
ftone of our conftitutionj as reinforced, explained, 
improved, and in its fundamental principles for 

ffvcr 
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ever fettled. It is called " An act For dedaring 
" the rights and liberties of the fubjed, and for, 
*^ fettling the fucceffion of the crowni" You will 
oblerve, that thefe rights and this fucceflion are 
dedM'ed in one body, and bound indiifoluWy to- 
gether. 

A few yeMTS after this perrod, a fecond oppor- 
tunity ofered for offerting a right of eleflion to 
the crown.' On the profpeft of a total failure of 
iffue from king William, and from the Princcfs, 
afterwards Queen Anne, the confideration of th? 
fettlement of the crown, and of a further fecurity 
for the liberties of the people, again came before 
the kgiflature. Did they this fecond time m^e 
any provifion for iegalifing the crown on the 
ifpurious revolution principles of the Old Jewry f 
No. ITiey followed the principles which prevailed 
in the declaration of right j indicating with tnore 
precifion the perfons who were to inherit in the 
proteftant line. This aft alfo incorporated, by 
the fame policy, our liberties, and an hereditary 
fuccelfion in the fame act. Inftead of a tight to 
choofe our own govemours, they declared that the 
fuccejion in that line (the proteftant line drawn 
from James the firft) was abfolutely neceffary " for 
" the peace, quiet, and lecurity of the realm," 
and that It was equally urgent on them " to main- 
*' tain a certainty in the fucccjftoh thereof, to which 
** the fubjects may fafely have recourfe for their 
E 2- " pro- 
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" proteflion." 'Both thefe a£fa, in which are heard 
the unerring, unambiguous orades of revolution 
policy, ihftead of countenancing the delufive, gip- 
fcy prediftions of a " right to choofe our go^rcr- 
~**V6urs," prove to a demonftration how totally 
adverfe the wifdom of the nation was from turn- 
tng-a cafe of necellity into a rule of law. 

Unqueftionably there was at the revolution, in 
the perfon of king William, a linall and a tempo- 
rary deviation from the firi^ order of a regular 
hereditary fucceffion ; but it is againft all genuine 
principles of jurifprudence to draw a principle 
fronk a law made in a fpecial cafe^ and regarijing 
an individual, perfon. Privilegium non iranjit in 
exemplum. If ever there was a time £ivourablefor 
eftablilhing the principle, that a king of popular 
choice was the only legal king, without all doubt 
it was at the revolution. Its not being done at 
that time is a proof that the nation was of opi- 
nion it ought not to be done at any time. There 
is no perXon fo completely ignorant of our hiftory, 
as not to know, that the majority in parliament 
of both parties were fo little difpofed to any thing 
refembling that principle, that at firft they were 
determined to place the vacant crown, not on the 
head of the prince of Orange, but on that of his 
wife Mary, daughter of king James, the eldeft 
born of the ifiue of that king, which they acknow- 
ledged as undoubtedly his. It wouid be to repeat 
a very 
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z very trite ftory, to recall to your memory all 
thofe circumftances which demonftrated that their 
afccepting king WUliMn was not jnroperly a cbaices 
but to all thofe who did not wife, in effect, to 
repall king James, or to dehjge their country iii ; 
blood, and again to bring their jcligion, laws, 
aiid liberties into the peril they had juft efcaped, 
it was an aft of nec^tty^ in the ftrictdt moral fcnfe 
in which neceffity can be taken. 

In the very ad, in which for a time, ajid in a 
fingle cafe, parliament departed, froin the firii^ 
ofder of ipheritance, in favour of a prince,, who; 
thoi^h not next, was however very near in^the 
line of fucceffion, it is curious' to obferve bow 
lord Somers, who -drew the bill called the Declat 
ration of Right, has comported himfclf on that 
■delicate occafion. It is' curious to obferve with, 
svhat addrefs this tonporary folution of continuity 
■js kept from the eye ; whilft all that coiild be 
found in this aft of neceflity tp countenance the 
idea of an hereditary iucceflron b brought for- 
ward, and foftered, and made the moil of, by thjs 
great man,, and by the legiflature who followed 
him. (fitting the Ay, imperative ftyI«;rfDfian 
aft of parliament, he makes the lords and com- 
mons iall to a piou^, legillative ejaculatiqn, and 
dedare, that they confider it.'* as a marvellous 
" providence^ and mercifui goodnefs of God, to 
*' this nation, to preferve their faid majefties roya/ 
E 3 " perfons. 
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•* perfons, mail happOyto reign over, vs mtht 
V throne of their ancefiors, for which, from the hot. 
" torn of their hearts, they return their humMeft 
** thanks and praifes."— The legiflature plainly 
had in view the aft of recognition of the firft of 
queen Elizabeth, chap. 3d, and of that of James 
the firft, chap, ift, both acb ftroogly declaratory 
ci the inheritable nature of. the crown, and in 
many parts they follow, with a nearly literal pre« 
cifion, the words and even the form of thankf- 
giving which is found in the& cAA declaratory fta> 
tutes. 

The two hoafes, in the z&. of king William, did 
not thank God that they had found a fair oppor- 
tunity to affert a right to cho6fe their own gover- 
nours, mudi lels to make an .ele<Etion the mly law- 
ful title to the crown. Their having been in con- 
dition to avoid the very appearance of it, as much ' 
. as poffible, was by them confidercd as a providen- 
tial efcape. They threw a politick, well-wrought 
vdl over every circumftance tending to weaken 
the rights, which in the meliorated order of fuc- 
ceffion they meant to perpetuate ; or which might 
■furnMh a precedent for any future departure from 
what they had -then fettled for ever. Accordingly, 
that they might not relax the nerves of their mo- 
narchy, and that they might preferve a clofe con- 
formity to the , prafSice of their anceftors, as it 
appeared in the declaratory ftati^tes of queen 
, . Mary 
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l&ry* and queen Klizahfthy Sn.;tliei neJtt daufel 
they veft, by recogniti6n, in' thqir majefties, jxH 
the legal pretogatives' Ckf tHc: craWnj' dechringv' 
" th« in them they are tnQ&ftilly-, rightfully,- aad' 
*^ ititirfly invefked, incoi]pbra£ed, tinae44'':<Qd ant' 
" nexed." In the cJaiife which ibll&wra, £&t puc-' 
venting queftions,^ by teafon ai] ajiy pratended" 
dtlra to the crown, they declare' (db£Brvuig!alib in* 
this the traditionary language, along .with, the tra'-'' 
ditionary policy of the nation, ahd.i^oeatiig.as' 
from a rubrick the language of the precedii^'a^ 
of Elizabeth and James) l^at-'on' ch^-proierviiig 
** a certainty in the succfesmk thereof; tbjf'uftfey; 
** peace, add trjinquiUity oJf this nation doih, mv 
** der God, wholly depend,*'- ' - -■ ' ■- '.■ '.. 

They knew that a doubtlol dtle o£-fu<c«fncuL' 
would but too much refemUean.elttftion ; .and' 
that an eleftion wouid be 'Utterly deftruftiveofi 
the " unityj peace, and tr^nquiUhy of this naJ 
** tion," which they thought;to-be confidwatwnrf 
of fome moment. To provbdi fori thefe '0bje<^' 
and therefore to ' exdiid&for ever, the Old Jewryi 
doiftrine of ." a right ■to'.ehGfo(eaaT-[o'Wti;g0Vftx 
'^ noursj" th?y' fottow with' x>cladfe; cbntaiiungw 
moH: iblemn pledge^ taken from .the piteceding a& 
of queen Elizabeth, as folemn a pledge ' as erer 
was or can be given in iavokir of an hereiUtary 

•, ,- ..♦1,1ft Mary, fefl; 3r9h,|., , "1 
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fiiccdSidn, 'find zs 'Idkmd a renunc^tion :as c^mld 
be .made. d£ the principles by this faciety, imputed. 
to them. '.';The lords fptritual. and temporal, and; 
** commons, do, in the name of all the people 
*f iioTc^adi'taoA hvaxik^ and &ithfuJly fubmit' 
•' ■tkcT^'ves., tbeir he'trj and pqfteriHei fir £ver ; and* 
" do. fajthfiilly promife, that they will fland toy 
'^anaiotiuiiv'iitnd defend' their faid majefiies, andr 
*-*.aUbit^fi9b>ifdBU'on of- the erown, herein fpecified; 
•^la^icoRjainBdj; tofthc-utmbft trf" their powcrs,*'j 

icC:S^iA,V.'-r<: -..': ;,-. ■ . r 

;;i&o£aK)iqit£con being true, that we ao^ired ai 
^E^ibjilhp. reyolutioh to, elect our kings, that if 
vre.l\3tiot»Qfie(fed it. before, the Englifli nation di<i 
at that time moft foleffmly renoBtice and abdicate- 
itiSox tbeiiifclVes, arid for all -their. pofterity fbr 
dvet. ; Thdi gentlemen may iralue themfelves as 
much as ti^ pl&ife ; on th^ir whig principles ; but 
Ijncveridefire.to be,lhoUgh.t a better whig than 
Iwd'SoHwrSii orltojujwkrfland the principles of 
^ j^evolotion betttr than thofe.by whom it was 
hfDught 'about J. ontol-ead in the declaration' of 
right any myiicries unknown to, thofe whofe p:- 
netratuDg ftyle-has eng^j-ued in our ordinances,- 
Ttnd |n our hearts, the.words and ipirit of that im-: 
mortal-iaw^ ;, , . ;- 

It i& true .that, aided; with the p**f«B) derived 
from force and opportunity, the nation was at 
that time, in fome fenfe, free to caKe what courle 
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it |deafed for filling the throne ; but oiily free to 
do fo npoD the hrae grounds on which dwy 
might have wholly abc^ihed their monaichy, and 
every otheP part of their conflitution.. Ho*ever, 
tl^ did not think iiich bold changes within their 
commifiion. It is indeed difficult, perhaps imfiof- 
fible, to give limits to the mere ab^ad compe- 
tence of the fupreme power, fuch as was cxerctfed 
by pariiament at that time; but the limits of a 
marai competence, fubjefting, even in powers more 
in^puGably.fbvereignj occafional will to perma- 
nent reafon, and to. the ficady maxims of futh, 
juflice, and fixed &indatnental pohcy, are perfediy 
intelli^Ue, and perfe^y bindingi^on thofe who 
exerdfe any authority^ under any name, or unde^ 
any dtk, in the ftate. The houfe. of lords, for in- 
fiance, is not morally. competent to (fifiblve the 
houfe of xommonsj'ino, nor even to difiblveit- 
feIf,nor to abdicate, if it would, its portion in the- 
legiflature of the kingdom. Though a king may 
abcSc^tc for his' own perfon, he cannot abdicate 
for the>monarchy. By as foxing, ch: by a fironger 
reason, the' houfe c^ commons canned renounce 
its fliare o£ autJiority, . The. engagement and paft 
of fociety', which, generally goes by the name of 
tbe> conftitutdon^ forbids £ich invafion and fuch 
furrender. Hie -conftituent parts of a ftate are 
obKgeri to hold their publick faith with each other, 
ind with all thofe who derive any fedous intercft 
under 
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vadar thar en^gementa, as much as the wSole 
ftater is bound to keep its faith with feparate com- 
mimities. Gthcrwifecompetaxce and power would 
iboii' be confounded, and no law be left but the 
viltofa prevatlingfarce. On this, principle the 
fncieffion of the" crown has always been what it 
HDjK is, an hereditary fucceffion by law^ in the old 
fine it was a.fxicceilionby the common laWj in the 
Item by the £batute lawj operating on the prindples 
of "the common . brvT, not changing the fubftance, 
but regulatii^.- the mode, and defcr&ing.the per- 
fons.'. Both thefe defcriptioas: df law are of the ■ 
, feme &ncci apd^are. derivedfrom an-, equal autho- 
rityj ctnanatingfljrom the commop agreement and 
original compactof the 'SaX^^camnmni Jponjwne rei- 
fuhliciCi andaa^fuch are equally binding on king, 
arid people too;, as long as. the terms are obferved, 
and they continue the lame 'body politick. 
^ It-is far from impoilible to reconcile, if we do 
not fufFer ourfelves to be entangled in the mazes of 
metaphyfu^kfophiftry, theufe both of a fixed rule 
and an occafional deriatian) the facrednefs of art 
hcrejfitary principle of fiicceflion in our goKcrn- 
ment, with a power of change in its application in 
cafes of extreme emergency. Even in- that extre. 
niity (if we take the meafiireof our ri^tsby our 
ejfercife of theip at the revolution) the change is 
to be confined, to the peccant part only; to the 
part, which, pxot^uccd .the ncceffary deviation » and 
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even then it is to be effected without a decompofii 
tlon of the whole civil and political mafe, for-tbe 
purpofe of originating a ne\v civil order put of the 
firft elements, of fociety. 

A fiate without the means df &une' change is 

■ ■without, the means of its Qonferv^tion. . Without 
fuch means it might even rilk the lofs of that part 
of the conftitution which it wiflied tjie moft rtli- 
gioufly to prefcrve. Thie two principles of con- 
iervation and coireftion operated ftrcmgly at tht 
two crfticJ periods of the reftoration and revolu- 
tion, when .England . foiind itfelf without a king. 
At both thofe periods the nation had \o& the bond 
of union in their imcient edifice ; they did not, 
however, dlflblve th^ whole fabrick. On the cam- 
trary, in both cafes they regenerated the deficient 
■part of the c^d conftitution through the parts 
which were not impaired. They kept thefe old 
parts exactly as they were, that the part recover- 
ed might be fuited to them. They afted by tl|p 

, ^ncient organifed itates in the fliipe of their old 
organifatioii, and not by the orgaoicfc jnoleeuhe of 
a difbamded people. At no time, perhaps, did the 
fovereign legiflature manifeft a more tender regard 
to that ftindamcntal principle of Britifli conftitu- 
tional policy, than at the time of the revolution, 
when it deviated from the direct line of heredi- 
tary fucceffion. The erown was carried: fomewhat 
-out of the liij^ io which it had_ before moved; 

but 
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but the new Uue wiu derived from the fame fiock. 
It was itill a line of hereditary defcent ; fliU an 
hereditary defcent in the fame, blood, though an 
hereditary de&ent qualified with -proHctantifin. 
When the legillature altered the dirct^on, but 
kept the ptindple, they Ibewed that thiey hdd it 
inviolable. 

On this principle, thfe law of inheritance had 
admitted fome amendment in the {^ time, and 
kmg before the sera of the revolution; Some time 
after the conqueft great qudUonS'arc& upon the 
legal priDci^te& of hereditary defcent. , It became 
i matter of doubt, whether tlie heir jt^r eafttaas 
■ the heir/er^ir^fj'ivas to: fucceed} but whetlttr 
'tdw heir fir capita gavb -way when the heirdoiA 
fer Jiirpes took place, orthe catholick heir whqi 
the proteftant was preferred, the inheritable prin^ 
dple furvived with a fort of immortaHty through 
all tranfmigrations — multofque per annas fiia farttma 
Hfpmus et avi ntanerantur averam. ThU is the fpirit, 
of our conftitutioD, not only in its fettled courfe, 
but in all . its ' revolutions. Whoever came in, or 
however he came in, whether he (Ataincd the 
crown by law, or by force, the hereditary fuccef- 
fion was either continued or adopted. ■ ■ 

The gentlemen of the fociety for revolutions fee 
nothing in that of 1 688 but the deviation from 
:the conftitution ; and they take the deviation 
from the principle for the principle. They have 

little 
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Utile regard to the obvious confcquenccs of their 
dodrine, though they may fee, that it leaves pofi- 
tive authority in very few of the pofitive inftitu- 
tions of thia countrj'. When fuch an unwarran- 
tabde mastim is once eftabUlhed, that no throne 
is lawful but the eleftive, no one aft of the 
princes who preceded this lera of fiAltious eleftuMX 
can be valid. Do thefe theorifts mean to imitate 
£6me of their predeceffors, who dragged the bodies 
of our ancient fovereigns out of the quiet of their 
tombs? Do they mean to aj:taint and diiable back- 
wards all the kings that have reigned before the 
revolution, and cOnfcquently to Qmn the throne 
of England with the blot of a continual ufiirpa- 
tion? Do they mean to invaUdate, annul, or 'to 
call into queftion, together with the titles of the 
whole line of our kings, that great body of our 
ftatute law which paffed under thofe whom they 
treat as ufurpers? to annul laws of ineftimable 
value to our liberties-i— of as great value at leaH ^ 
any which have paffed at or fince the period of 
the revolution ? If kings who (Hd not owe thar 
crcjwn to the choice of their people, had no title 
>to make laws, what will become of the ftatute de 
tallagio non cancedendo? o£ the petition of rlgbt? of 
the aft: of habeas corpus? Do thefe new doftors 
of the rights t>f men prefume to alTert, that King 
James- the fecond, who came to the crown as next 
of blood, according to the rules of a then unqua- 
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Ufied fucceiTion, was not' to aH intentB and pur* 
pofes a lawftil. king of England, before he had 
done any of thofe acts which were juftly conflrued ' 
into anabdication of his crown? If he was not, 
much trouble in paiiiament might have been faved 
at the period thefe gentlemen commemorate. But 
King James was a. bad king with a good title, and 
not an ufurper. The princes who fucceeded aC' 
cording to the aft of parliament, which fettled the 
crown on the eleftrefs Sophia and on her defcend* 
ants, being Proteftants, came in as much by a title 
of inlieritance as King James did. He came in 
accprding to the law, as it ftood at his acceflion to 
the crown ; and the princes of the houfe of Brunf- 
wick came to the inheritance of the crown, not by 
election, but by the law, as it ftood at their feve- 
ral accelUons of Proteftant defcent and inheritance, 
as I hope I have fijewn fuiEciently. 

The law by which this royal family is fpeciCcally 
deftined to the fuccelEon, is the aft of the 1 2th 
and 1 3th of King William. The terms of this aft 
bind "us and our heirs, and our poJierUy, to them, 
" their heirs, and their^o,^ nVy," being Proteftants, 
to the end of time, in the lame words as the de- 
claration of rigiit had bound us to the heirs of' 
King William and Queen Mary. It therefore fe- 
cures both an hereditary crown and an hereditary 
allegiance. On what ground, except the conftU 
tutional policy of forming an eftablifhment to fe- 
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cure ihit kia4 of fuccelHon which' is to preclude 
a choice of the peopte for ever, could th^ legllla- 
ture have faftidioufly rgeiH^d the fair and abun- 
dant choice which our own country prefented to 
them, and fearched in {brange lands for a foreign 
princels, from whofe womb the Une of our future 
rulers were to derive their title to govern million& 
of men through a ferles of ages ? 

The princeis Sophia was named in the adt of 
fettlemenc of the 1 2tb and 1 3th of King William, 
ioTiLjiock and root of inheritance to our kings, 
and not for her merits as a.temporaryadminifir^ 
trix of a power, which flie might not, and in faft 
did not, herfelf ever exercife. She wag adopted 
for one reafon, and for one only, becaufe, fiiys the 
ad, '* the moft excellent Princefs Sophia, £le^e& 
** and Dutche& Dowager of Hanover, is daughter 
" of the moft excellent Princeis Elizabeth, late 
.^ Queen of Bohemia, daughter otour hxc fovereign. 
.'• /eri/ King James the Firft, of happy memory, 
"■ Mid is hereby dedared to be the next in Juccef- 
*^JiQn in the Proteflant line," &c, &c. ; " and the 
** crown Jhall continue tp the hein of her body, 
, " b?ing Proteftants." This limitation was made 
-by parliament, that through the Princefs Sophifi 
an inheritable. lirie, not only.was to be continued 
in future, but (what they thought very material) 
that through her itwas to be connetSed with the 
.old ftock.ofinheritance in King James the Firfe; 
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in order that the monarchy might preserve an iid» 
'broken unity through all ages, and might be pre- 
ierved (with lafety to our religion) in the cdd sp' 
proved mode by ddcent, in wluch, if our Sber- 
ties had been once endangered, they had often, 
through all ftorms and ftrug^es of prerogative 
and privilege^ been prefervcd. They did weU. 
No experience has tau^t us, that in any other 
courfe or method than that of an hereditary crotm, 
our liberties can be regularly perpetuated and pre- 
ferved fecred as our hereditary right. An irregu- 
lar, convullive movement may be neceflary to 
throw oS* an urregular, convulfive difeafe. But 
the courfe of fucceilion is the healthy habit of the 
Britiih conftitution. Was It that the kgillature 
Granted, at the aft for the limitation of the crown 
in the Hanoverian line, drawn through the female 
defcendants of James the Firft, a due fenfe of the 
inconveniencies of having two or three, or pof- 
fibly more foreigners in fucceOion to the firitiffi 
throne? Nb!— they had a due fenfe of the fevils 
"which might ha^^Kn from fuch foreign rule, and 
more than a due fenfe of them. But a more de- 
dfive proof cannot be giyen '(^the full conviction 
of the Britilh nation, that the principles of the re- 
volution did not authorize them to ekft kings at 
their pleafure and without any attention to the 
ancient fundamental principles of our government, 
than thdr continuing tQ adopt a plan (^ heredi- 
tary 
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the dangers «id ail the inconTCnkiiccs of ia bch^ 
A i&teign line fill before tkeir ejres, and (4>erating 
with the fnmoflfeK»«p(m-theif mindsi- 

A fii# ytiitfs tigia t {honld be afluimed to ov^ 
Wad i liKinerv fd otplble of Aipfiortla^ itfeliv hf 
the th^ uttneceflary Tufiport of any arguissM) 
but this fedifiouSj unconftitiltional dodrine i»iidW 
|t>liUiek!y taught^ avowed, and printed. The d^ " 
l&e i fed to revolutions, the flgu^s for which hava 
fdi t)ften beeh given ft&Sti pulpits ^ tb«^tit t^ 
thi^ge th^ is gtone abroad^ the to^ n^ntenipt 
Which prev^s with you, and may come to preViUl 
\vith liSj oi aU md&vk ififtttutioaa, Wheti fiit in op* 
lK)fii3dfi f3 a ^t^iint (^«tfe of comtdience, or to thd 
^t of a pMfbttt tfidiliatloitt afl thefe confidera» 
iioits make ft itot UHidvffetfble, in my opiiuoni to 
tail back Ottt att«u^fl to the true principles of 
tor o^ti doftieftick ixwsy that you, my French 
fHendt Ihtiiild begin to know, and that we ihould 
ttmthiue tb ch»i& chem. We ought not, on either 
fide of the watef , to fu^er oudel««i to bs impofed 
tipoh by the <*6unterfeit Warts which foffle pofonSj 
by a double fraud j expoft to you id iMibit bottoms^ 
as raw commodities of Britiflt growth though 
whf^y dien to oMt ibil, in order aJterwards td 
finuggle then! back a^in into this country, Ria« 
nufa^red altn the newefi Paris falhion of an in:i< 
proved Uboty. 

VoL.V. F ■ The 
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;: :Tltt f>90ple of En^andr-v^ not ^ the ftfluoar 
^tasY have^twver triediinor gd backto Uiofe 
which thdy^. shave 'foiuul msidikvQUB! on trial 
They look upoa the legal- komiituy fwceflion of 
their crotra asaoioag theifrtght^ 4pt u among 
tbbir wTOags; as a bet)«it,not-a8 a grievjvice; a^ 
a&curtty for their. liberty^ potasa ba(lge.«f f^ryit 
tt^. Tliey lodkion the frames of their coannon- 
viaithj/ucl) at it-Jlandfi to t>eof inefiim^lilc^vif} 
and' they ,conicdve the :undilhiii>ed fiMgeflcxi of 
the :crowsi'tO:be aifdjcdgc;^ thefialHUty ^od- pert 
petuity of ^ the othtr i^etpheEs o( 0iukr co^itp- 

tion. ,:.:•- ■ ■ ;■;■:/ 

I ifaaH b^ leave, b^re I go. any forth^r, to 
take notice of fome pab^ : artl6ee6« ly^^ch th^ 
abettors of jkiftion as the <»ily lawful title to the 
crowD, ant ready to cnjtiloyi in xa-derto fender 
the fuE^rt pf the juft prinatiks of ws coo^itv* 
tionataflcfcHnewhatjinyicltOuS. Thefe fophiA«n 
fubftitutea jg^thms ^ufe»' and. feigned, jwrfonageif 
intrhc^ fetyqurthey firppoft, yoij en^iged, when-r 
iver you defend, the inheritable iiaj^ce of xim 
prown. :It is common .with than to difpute as if 
they.were.iA acopfli^ iNritJi fopie pfthql^ ex; 
ploded'iqiuticks of &very, nrhp fortperly nudii- 
tained« what I bellsye no CKC^ture now mai^t^ss, 
{* that the crowii is held t^ .di^ui?*. hereditary, 
£*-and.indfi6^fiblq n^t/'TrXhefe old fuiaticks of 
fing^e arbitrary power dogmatiEediks if hereditary 
1 royalty 
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royalty ^vus the only lawfiil gorerftme^ 1h the 
world, juft as our new fenaticka of popular arbi- 
trary poWetj maintain that a popular ele£tioD is 
the fole lawful fource of authority. The old .pre- 
rogative enthufiaits, it is true j jdid fpeculate fool- 
ilhlyy and perhaps ImpioiUly too, as if pipnarchy 
had more of a divine fanftion .than any c^h^r modf 
of government } and as if a right ta govern by 
inheritance were in. ftriftnefi indefeafible in every 
perfon, who {hould be; found in -the fuccoffion to 
a throne, and under every circunifii\nce, whiiiih 
no civil or political r^gltt'can be. ..Bv-t an ^bftird 
Opi.nion concerniog the. king's hereditary right to 
the crown does notprgudice one, that is rational, 
and ;bottomed upon.folid principles of law and 
policy. ; If all the abfurd theories of lawyers and 
diviq^ Wjqre' tp vitiate thC' objects in which they 
are ^^nver&nc, vve fliould have no law, and no re- 
li^on, left in- the world. . But an abfurd theory 
on one £de of a queftion forms no jufUfication for 
a^eging a faJfe faS:, or promulgating mifchie.vou9 
maxims on the other: 

.. Ihe fecond claim of the revolution fociety is 
" a right of caihiering thdr governours for mtfcon- 
"daff." Perhaps the apprehenfions our ancef- 
■ tors entertained of forming fuch a precedent a3 
that " of cafhiering for 'mifgondii(!t," Was the 
.caufe that the dcclaratiwi of the ad which im- 
ptied the:ati<^c^oa of ^ng Jain«, was, i£ it had 
• Fa any 
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any fatflt, ratlier too'g&xrded,and too ctrcmmAaii.* 
^4* ^t all this guard, and aU this accuifiut^ 
^oft cf eircuttifiaiice&j fefves t^fliew the fpirit df 
^autioB which pt^dniinatetl In tht national cotin- 
ti)^^ iff a fitu&tien iti whieb men ittttated by op 
prdHon^ iAddeWWdby a triHmpfa-tiverityaFttapf 
to abandon flidiirfsilfeg to Violent and e&trttnk 
toiiifesi H ftews tlw anxietj of tht great men wlio 
infltrtnced t^ cOftdaa df ^irs at that great 
iveifte, to ftrake the Wfrfottoni a parent of fettle- 
ment, and fiot jr nuri ery of fature ferolution*. 

No goverrimerit cotild ftand a (nomerftriif I* 
totiM be btewii dorwii with any thing fo loctfe and 
^definite' as an opinioft of ** mifcoAduA.*' They 
Who led at the tevc^Btioft, grbunded their virtual 
atidlcation df kteg JaiheS tipoh no ftrcfe- light and 
uncertain pHnC^le. They' chargM Mih MniU ho^ 
thing (cfe than s ddign, confirmed hy a tntiKrtude 
of Hlegal OTcrt iiSs, iofuhrert the Frdteftani church 
and fiate and their fundamental; nAcpiefttdrfafife 
hws and liberties: they charged Hiih wHK having 
broken the original contraSi between king Aftd 
^peojde. This was more than ■kifconduO, & grave 

" " That King Jantet (he ScKsondi having endeiivoilift:^ tafih- 
■" ■Vert tie amfiituiiM o£the kingdanv^ by bieabiog. the origirul 
" contraS between Icing slid fHK>pk, and by the Adtice of jefuitsy 
" and other wicked perfons, having violated the fundamenial 
•* taitg, and having tailhiriran himfe'fout of the kingdom bath aJj 
*' 1/wa^tlte.goTcrfmicM, and tbcttaront wdxreby vacani." . 
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>qd ©Terruling rjeceffify obliged tjjpfn to take jh« 
^p they tOQk, 4P.cl took with infinite relud^nce, 
j(s undpr that pioft rigoroji?of all laws. Their' 
tryft ^r the future preferv»tipi^ «rf the conftitBtioij 
W9S aot in futore reypljirions. The grwd ff^ef 
pi all tlj^ir reg^tic^ wfts fo rendiw it ^m^ inf^i 
praftifablp fpr %fty fi^iujre fovereign f© fif}ni|>4 tl^ 
j^tes of^he lE^igdoni to haye again rpet^^e ^ 
jhofe violent remedies. Th^y left the eroyn what, 
in the eye and eftimation of law, it had ever been, 
perfeftly irrefponfiWe. In orde^ to lighten the 
$rown i^i^ further, fhey aggrsvafcd refponfibility 
m njinifter? qf ft^tg, ^y the ftatijte of the ift |pf 
itii^ WiUiam, feflu 2d, *c41ed ?' fbf a&f^r declariftg 
i^ the rights md Hkertief qf the fubje^y and far fettlffig 
f the fufc^on of the Cfewn" they enabled, that 
the minivers fiio»^ ferye the cro\vn on the terms 
.of that decl^ir^ioiit They fecured foon after the 
frequent fiieftingi ^ffirliamfnt, by whidi the d'hote 
government would be under the conftant jjjfpec- 
■ tioD and acliye cpntrc^ of the popular reprei^ta- 
•tive and of the magnates of the kingdom. In 
the next great conftitutional aft, that of jhe i ath 
and 13th of king WiUiam, for the fiir^he;: limita- 
pon of the crown, and better fecuring the rights 
and liberties of the fubjeft, they provided, " that' 
" no pardon under the great feal of England 
** fliould be pleadable to an impeachment by the 
f common's in parliament." The ral^ laid down 
• f 3 / " for 
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for govenim^ in the declaration of right, the 
conibof infpeAion of parliament^ the praflical 
dairn' of impeachment, they thought infinitely a 
bater ■ fecurity not only for their conftitutional 
libCTty, but, againft the vices of adminiftration, 
than' the refervation of a right fo difficult in the 
pradice, fo uncertain in the ifiile, and often fa 
mifchievGife in the Confequences, as that of *^ ca- 
V fliiering their governours.'' 

Br. Price, in this fermon,* condemns very pro- 
perfy the prafficfe of grofs, adulatory addrefles to 
kings. Iqftead of this fulfome ftyle, he propofes 
that his majefty jhould be told, on occaHiohs of 
congratulation, that " he is to confider himfelf as 
** more properly the fervapt than the fovereign of 
'* his people." ' P!or a compliment, this new form 
of addrefs does not feem to be very foothing. 
*rhofe who are fervantSjin namc,.as wdl as in ef- 
•feft, do not like to b^ told. of thdr ^tuation, their, 
duty, and thdr obligations. Thie flave, in the old 
play, tells his mafter, " iLec eommemoratio efi qua^ 
^^ exprobaiio.". It is not |dea(ant as compliment; 
it is not wholefome as inftruaion. After all, if 
the king were to bring himfelf to echo this i^ew 
kind of addreis, to adopt it- in terms, and even to 
take the appellation of Servant of the People as his 
royal ftyle, how either he or we fliould be much 

*F.32, 23,24. 

inended 
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itieniedbyit, Ic3£iinot?magihe.' "IhOTcTeeB very 
affiiming letters, figned, Yonr* moft obedient^ 
humUe fervant. The proudeft domination that 
ever was endured on earth took a title of lUU 
greater hualility than that which is now propofed 
for Ibverdgns by the Apoftle of Liberty. Kings 
and nations were tmnided upon by the foot of 
one calling himfeif " the Servant of Servants;*' 
and mandates fbr depofing fovereigns were fealed 
wirii the fignct of ** ilhe Kftierman/* 

I fliouid have confidered aU this as no more than 
a fort of flippant vain difcoui^, in which, as in 
an unfavoury fume, ieverai perfons fiiffer the fpirit 
of liberty to' evaporate, if it were not plainly in 
fbpport of the idea, and a part of the fcheme of 
" cafiuoring kings for mifcondu^" In that l^jjht 
it is worth fome obfervation. 

Kings, in one fenfe, are undoubtedly the fcri. 
vants of the people, becauie thdr power has no' 
other rational end than that of the general advan- 
tage; but it is not true that they are, in the nr- 
dinary fcnfc (by our OToftitution, at leaft) any 
thing like fcrvants j the eflence of whofe fituation 
is to Obey the commands of fome other, and to he 
removeable at pleafurc. But the king of Great 
Britain obeys no other perfon; all other perfons' 
are individually, and colle£iively too, under him,' 
and owe to him a legal obedience. The law, 
vbich knows" neither to flatter nor to infult, calls" 
F4 this 
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t^U Mg!i mi^i^l^t^ not ovr fervant, fs. tiv? hnm^ 
his Divine calls lum, but *' ear/avftvign Lord tie 
*^ King" aod we, on pifr parts, have learned tQ 
fpcalf pnly the primitive language of the law, aq^ 
not the coofuieii xargpn of theU Babjloniw pul^ 
pits. 

As he is not to pbey ua, l^ut a^ we are to obey 
the law in him, our coailitutio^ has VM/Ap no ibr.t 
of prgviGop towards rendering him, as a ie];;y^, 
in any degree refpohfibk. Our coniUtution knows 
uothing of a ma^&ratc like the Juftida of Arra- 
gon; nor of any court legally ^pointed, nor o£ 
any procefs legally &ttled for fubmitting the king 
to the rcfponfibility bdongiog to all farvants. In 
this be is not diftinguiflied frotn the commons and 
the lords; who, in their feveral pubUck capacities^ 
can never be called to an account for thdr con-' 
du&; although the revolution fodety chooies to 
90ert,in dlrecl; oppolttifin to one of tbe'wiieft.ancj( 
inoft beautiful parts of our conftitution, that *' a 
" l^g is no more than the firft &rvant of the 
*' pubiick, created by it, and refpoiifihlt to it** 

Dl would our anceftors at the revolution have 
deferved their fame for wifdom, if they had found 
no fecurity for th^ freedom, but in rendering 
their government feeUe in its operations, and pre- 
carious in its tenure; if they had been able to 
contrive no better remedy agalnft arbitrary power 
than dvil confuHon. Let thefe gentlemen ftate 

"who 
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«rhO that npar^t^'me piUi^ is tt> «4H)m thqr 
9a& afficm tbe kiog, as 91 ienwit, tobercfponiiblSF 
|e wSl be^t^Fti tkae wough for me to produo: to 
thttt'^^ pafi^ve fiatttfie kw WMdi affinoa that lu 

Tbf: Cercmeny of cafhiering kings, of r which 
thefe gsfidenvn t^ fo iiluch at their cafe, am 
nrely, if ever, be performed without iosot. It 
then becomes a cafe of war, and net of coaftita* 
tioD. Laws are commanded to hold thdr ttuigues 
amongft arms; and ti'ihunals faU to the ground 
with the peace they are po longer able to uphold. 
The revolution of 1688 was obtained by a juft 
war, in the only cafc in which any war, and much 
more a dvil war, can be juft. ^ Jufta beUa quibus 
** necefaria". The queftion of dethroning, or, 
if thefe gentlemen like the phrafe better, ** cafliiff- 
" ing kings,'* win always be, as it has always 
been, an extraordinary queftion of fiate, and 
wholly out of the law; a qu^on (like all other 
queftibns of fiate) of difpofitions, and of means, 
and of probable conieqaeoces, rzther than of po- 
■fitiyfc rights. As it was not made for common 
abuies, fo it is not to~be agitat»l by commoii 
minds. The fpccuUtive line of demarcationj 
where obedience ought to- end, and refiftancc 
muft begin, is faint, obfcure, and not eafily defin- 
ahie, It is not a iingle act, or a- iingle events 
wl4ch determines it, Govermnaits muft be 
abufed 
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i^bufed and deranged ipdeed, tidbrr it ioa ^K 
thought of; and the-pr6ii>ect of the Aiiuve ihuft 
bc:as bad as the exptxiexice^ of thd paft^ Vlhei 
things are in th« lamentable ecuNHtioii, the na- 
ture of the difeafe is to indicate the remodjr to 
tlhofe whom -nature hasqualified to ad&iinffier in 
extretnitia this critical, amb^oui* bkter potion 
to a diftetnpered ftate. Times and occafions, and 
provocations, will teach thnr own leffons. , Thti 
' wife will deoermine from the gravity of the cafe}- 
the imtabk from fenfibility to oppreffion; the 
high.minded from dUdain and indignation at abo- 
f five power in unworthy hands-; the brave and bold 
I from -the love of honourable danger in a generous 
j caufe: but, with or without, right, a. revolution 
\irill be the very laft rcfource of the thinking and 
the good; 

The tlurd head of right, aliCerted by the pulpit 
of thq Old Jewry, nanrcly, the ** right to form a, 
^ gOTernmeot for our&lves," has, at leaft, as little 
countenance from any thing done at the revolu- 
tion, 'either in precedent or prindple, as the two 
firil o£ their claims. The revolution was made to- 
preferveour ancient indifputabk laws and liberties,- 
and that ancient conftitution of government which 
is our only iecurity fqr^law and liberty.' If yon' 
are defu'ous of. knowing the fpirit of our con^tu- 
tion, and the policy which predominated in that- 
great period which has fecured it to this hour, pray 

looH 
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look' for hoth. in our hiftoriefiv "irt out- records, la 
eurads of |tftrlifiiReiit,a»d jonri^ds c^ parliament, 
3Rd no$ in the &rmoDs of tlie Old Jewry, and the 
after-dum^r voiRs of- the revolution fociety. In 
the former you will find other ideas and another 
language. Such a claim is as UKuited to our temper- 
and wiihes as it is unfupported by any appear^ce 
of authority. The very idea of the fabrication of 
a new government, is enough to fill us with difgufl: 
and horrour. We wiflied at the period of the 
revolution, and do now ■mJh, to derive all we pof- 
i^ 3& an iKheritdrue from 6ur forefathers. Upon that 
body and ftock of inheritance we have taken care 
not to inoculate any fdon alien to the nature of 
the original plant. All the reformations we have 
hitherto made, have proceeded upon the princi]^e 
of reference to antiquity; and I hope, nay I am 
perfuad«d, that all thofe which pofiibly may be 
made hereafter, will be careiully formed ui>on ana- 
logical precedent, authority, and example. 

OuF oldeH reformation is that of Magna Charta. 
You will fee that SirEdward Coke, that great 
oracle of our law, and indeed all the great men who 
follow him, to Blackftone,* are induftrious to 
prove the pedigree of our liberties. They endea- 
vour to ptove, that the ancient charter, the Magna 
Charta of king John, was conne<Sed with another 

^Sec Bladdtone'sMagna Charta, prinieijut Oxford, i7;9. 
pofitive 
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poCtivc chartfif from Henry I. u)4 that ^h tbic 
pnp ud the other were pething mor^ tjian a rsr 
affirmance of the fiill Biore ancient ftanding Irf vi 
the kingdom. In the muter oSh&t fpt tbegregtei 
part, thefe authors a^war to be in the right; per- 
haps BOt always; but if the lawyers mi^a^e in 
(bale particulars, it proves isy potition ftitt ihi 
more firoagly ; becaufe it detncmftrates the power? 
fill prepoffeffion towards antiquity, with whjch thp 
mlpds of aU our lawyers and le^flator^, and of all 
the pe<^Ie whom - they wilh to infiuepce. hay« 
beea always filled ; and the ^tionary poficy of Uu^ 
kingdom in confidering th^r moft iacred r^htf 
and franchifes as an inheritance. 

In the famous law of the 3d of Charles I. calle4 
the Petition of Right, the parliament iays to the 
king, *' Your fubjefts have inherited this freedom/' 
claiming their franchiles not on 3bDxac^ principles 
•' as the rights of men," but as the rights of Eng- 
liflunen, and as a patrimony derived from their 
, forefathers. Selden, and the other profoundly 
learned men, who drew this petition of right, were 
as well acquainted, at !ea{l, .with all the general 
theories concerning the *' rights of men," as any 
of the difcourfers in our pulpits, or on your tri, 
bune.i full as well as Dr. Price, or as the Abbe 
Syeyes. But, for reafons wOTthy of that pra^ical 
\vifdom which fuperfeded their theoretick fcieiice, 
they preferred this pofitive, recorded, hereditary 

tide 
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tide to aU Which mz be deir to ttnrman aaU itit 
dtizraj toithat 'n^c fpscdatiVe «ight, liriiKfa' exf 
pofed tboT fure ihheritattce to^bevfcran^dediiW 
and torn to pieces by e«dnr wild Utigua»i|^e. ■' 
Tht &mc poticy pcrrades all the laws wJddi 
liave fince been m^ifefor thepr^enration oftmr 
liberties* fn the ift of WiUiatn and It^ry^ ift ^e 
:^mous" fiatate, eddied the DedaratiiHi of Hl^, 
the two hobfes utter ftofi » fySstble of •• a right t« 
^' ixxme a gOTErniheat fbr tberafdvtt^" Vou Wlft 
fee, that i^r whcte care was Ci ft!£ur« the ^^ 
? gicm, laws, s^d^tibert«9s, that bad been long pc^ 
fefled, and had been lately endangered. ** Tifc. 
** ing* IxAot- tKtir mbft fcrtoruft xxmAdetsfion the 
** ^ means fbr hiakitlg fuch an efta^fbmai^ 
••* tHtt thdr fefi^km, laws, «id Ubwtietf, tfeight ftcft 
»" be In dasget of tsdJn^ aigain fubvert^dy" they 
ttttQ)iMt« dt t^T pacttdU^ by ftatihg. SB fetht 
ttf tbolb ie^nkMts^ " in ths/rft plac^* to do '^ ait 
** tfasirtMi^^i isiih. iajh have tiJUaily- done fol: 
** TUtdit:«ai% «har oHtie^ t'v^t and' fib^ties, t» 
** j&:J^i»}"i-A'aikd t&Q they pray the kbig and 
queoii, " ihav it may bt .ifo^efi^ tad enaifled, that 
•^dll and ^^nguiat- the rigNn ifld fib«rt]e3 aJerteH 
** MtJ dftia^ed are tifirtrae AMrtAl/ arid indtibltat^e 
** rights and Ittwrties of die p^ht of diis bing- 
•* dom.*' 
Yoo^ w3l «M^v^ that from maignii charta t» 

the 
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the kkdaralion.of ri^t, it hasbeeh the unifocal 
pdicynkf'Qitr'csnftitutionto daim and affertwr 
lifaerties»''Bs iti entailed mbetiiame* derived to uf 
^om ovr ftvcfathet^ and to be tranfmitted to omr 
{Kifierityr. ajian eHate ipocmlty bdonging to the 
peo^e of this kiogdom without any- referennfc 
whatever to any other moregeneral or.priiMrri^ti 
.By tlus 'means our conftitutiaQ preferred an unity 
in lb great a diver&ty of ■ i*s. parts. We have ad 
Snho-itaible crown) an mheritahle, peerage; and* 
Jtoufe (^ comtntms and a people inheritiDg privi- 
ieg^s, fr^nchifes, aAd liher-ties, £rOina loi^ line of 
-attceftors.;.' ■-.--,--■,; 

This polity appears to me totlie the refult of pro- 
ibund fcBeaion; .or Tather. the. happy offeft-o^ 
following nature; which is wiCdcnn vrithout re* 
fle^on,aiid. above- U< A Jpirit of kuovation H 
go^ally >the ;refult of a.fdfifli ten^AndctHt- 
•fined viewi. -Peoivte wiH BDt'lpdciQrw^d:to pot^ 
terity, lurhonever look badcward to thar anceA 
4:ors.\^Bdkiea, thepeo[de of£iig^d well know, 
that the,idea of'iideritance £anuihes a fure priit- 
opk of coa&rvatioR^ and a fure-prindple- of trant 
njifiion; withOut^at :all todudii^ a piindi^ ^ 
iiQproyioifbti': 'It lea^^ acqtufition free;, but it 
fecuresiti'hat itacquiresi Whatereriadvantages are 
obtained by a ftate proceecUng on thefe nuuum^, 
0ire locked iaft aa in. a fo^t of fao^yllettlement; 
grafped as in a kind of mortmain for ever. By a 
conftitutional 



3 by Google 



confiitutiflnal^jBcya^orilsiBg aft?f rVp«M«rBnQl 
mature,/we recdye, we;.JMd* v^e tranj^t, our g^ 

TerniDent^uui' our privileges,, ii^ the fame iiiaiuicv 
in whipb' we aiJQy_fin^xi;in^Siifi ourrproperty afi^ 
our lives. The infiitutlons of policy, the good^ 
(i^.&fbue, i;fae-^ff of, Prpyidepcei ^e. haaded 
dpwn^'.tQ va ind ^<^ Uf, in the £uiie covrfe api) 
pr-der. '0^r'P<^fici4.iyftem is placed in jijuft 
corxe^ndeuce aad.iyB}inecry wjth the order of 
di(^'wpi;ld;. and with the mode qf ^]EiA»)ce dpf 
crce4^ a peuiunpnt.b^y fompo^ of tr^ijiUoi); 
parts; w^^ein, by ti;« 4i%to£;jo^ at,a ftupendovs 
wiidc^, mouldu^ togfrUier ^the great tnyfterioua 
^nc^i^p^op. ,of t^e. human race* the whole, -a^ 
Qnetim^f-is )ieve]:;Old, or middle.'aged, or youog. 
t^t i&:^ ,coii^ition gf unchangeable confiancy^ 
movos- on through t^ varied tenour. of peipet^a) 
decay,) ^^.renpvatipo, and progrefllon. Thus^ 
by pr^&fv.tDg the method of nature in the con- 
du& of the ftate^; in w^t wf improve we are nevec 
yfiwIQiy new; in wji^t we- retain,, we are never 
whglly ohfokte. .By adhepijig. in this manner aa4 
on thofe prindples to pur forefathers, we are 
guided aot by the fuperCUtion of. antiquaries, 
but by the fpirlt of phUofophick analogy. In this 
choice of inheritance we. have given to onr frame 
of polity the image of a relation in blood;, bind* 
ing up tV confiitution of our country with ou^ 
deareft don^elBck ties; adopting our fun^a^ient^ 

laws 
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Is -fiH^tEeTtoN^ 6n the 

Jflg Ihfeparable, arid dwi^iflg *Uh thd wat-nitll 
M ttS th^tr colnbin«d ^l^et mutUaSy t^Smd thU 
titles, bur fidte^ Biti^'^etrthSj our feptiichres, Md 

dur dtars* 

\, throygH tHe fittte ptjin 6fft i!crtiforriiit7 to n*< 
(ure in oUr Artificial mHitlitldiis, and by c^ling 1^ 
1 *bt affd of ller unerrihg arid po*erftil inftlnftSj 
f td fortify th* fallible and fteWe cohtrjvaneea of 
i Otifrcafon,'w'eliave derived fevertl other, and Hiofe 
A6 fmall benefits, from cotifiderihg bur fibertle^ 
In the ll^t' of an inherkance. Always afting ai 
if in the prefence of canoniied forefathch, th6 
^ririt of frcedOTn, leading !n itfelf to mJlndc and 
excefs,- is teftrpercd with an awful gravity. TH^ 
idea of a Bbcral defcent infpires us with i fenfc oi 
hibitual native dignity. Which prevents that up* 
fiirt infolence almoft inevitably adhering to and 
difgracing thofe who are the firft acquirers -of znf 
diftltiftion. By this means our liberty become* i 
noble freedohii It carries an impoling and ixii<^ 
jeftick afpeftJ.It has a pedigree and illuftratihg iiii 
ceftorsri It has its bearings and its enfigns armo^ 
rial. It has its gallery df pdrtraits; Its tnonii- 
mcntal infcriptionsf its records, evidences, and 
titles. We procure reverence to our civil inftitu* 
tiohs on the principle upon which nature' teadifes 
ns to revere individual men ; on account of thdf 
4gc; and on account of thofe from whom they 

arc 
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hre defcepded. -Afi yoor fbpbifters caj^ot ^o* 
^ce any thing better adapted to |H-eferva, a r^- 
tloaal and manly freedom than the co^irfe that w^ 
have purfued, who hgye chofen our nature ratha; 
tiiah our fpeculatioos, ovr breafts rather tlutp ous 
ioventiona, for the great conrervatories and tna* 
gaziaes of our rights aod privileges. 

You might, if you j^eafed, have profited of out 
exapiple, and hiiye ^ven to your recovered free- 
dom a correfpondent dignity. Ypur privileges, 
(hough difcontinued, were not loft to memory^ 
Tour conftitution, it is true, whilft you were out 
«f poffeffioij, buffered wafte and dilapidation; but 
you poITefled in ibrae parts th? walls, and in aU 
the foHJidatipfts of ,a n9kJie and venerable caAle. 
You niig^ have repair^ thofe yfalls ; you might 
have built on thofe old foundations. Your con-, 
fthuiion waa fjifpended ,bef(jre it ^as perfeded;^ 
but you bad t)*e dements of a cppftitution verjr. 
nearly as good as could be wished- In your old 
fiates you poflefled that Variety <)f parts corre- 
^loading with the various defcriptions of which 
your ceranpMjity »^^ Iwppily comppfed; you h?d 
ajl tfeet cooibiimtipnj ^^d aU that oppofition of 
intetcftsi, you had th*? ^Pti and counteraclioji 
which, in the:natural 3nd,in (he political ,>voi;ld, 
firom the reciprocal ftfuggle of difcordant powo-s, 
da.ws,out,the harmony 0f the univerfe. Thefe 
oppoleS and con^fliuginter^i^, >vhi$h you con- 

Voj-. V. G iidered 
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6dered aS fo great a blemUh in your old and 
in our prefent conftitutionj interpofe a falutary 
check to all precipitate refolutions. They render 
deliberation a matter not of choice, but of ne- 
eeffityy-thcy make all change a fubjed of coinfra- 
mifi, which naturally begets moderation ; they pro. 
duce /fm^ramm/f, preventing the fore evil of harih, 
crude, unqualified reformations; and rendering 
all the headlong exertions of arbitrary power, in 
the few or in the many, for ever imprafUcablc. 
Through that diverfity of members and interefts, 
general liberty had as many fecurities as there were 
feparate views in the feveral orders; whilft by 
prefling down the whole "by the weight of a real 
monarchy, the feparate parts would have been 
prevented from warping and ftarting from their 
allotted places. 

You had an thefe advantages in your ancient 
ftates; but you chofe to aft as if you had never 
been moulded into eivi! fociety, and had every 
thing to begin anew. You began ill, becaufe you 
began by defpifing every thing that belonged to 
you. You fct up your trade without a cajrital. 
If the laft generattdhs"oT^y'our'~c6untry"apprai'ed 
^thout much luftre in" your eyes, you might 
have palled them by, and derived your claims 
from a more early race of anceftors. Under a pious 
predileftiori for thttfe ariceftors, your imagina- 
tions would have realized In them a fcmdard of 
-- *- , ' viitue 
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virtue and wifdom, beyond the vulgar practice of 
the hour: and you would have rifen with the ex< 
ample to whofe imitation you afptred. Refped- 
-ing your forefathers, you would have been taught 
to refpeft yourfelvea. You would not have chofen 
to confider the French as a people of yefterday, as 
a nation of low-born fervile wretches until the 
emancipating year of 1789. In order to fumifh, 
at theexpence of ycxir honour, an excufe to your 
apcJo^fts here for feveral enormities of yours, 
you would not have been content to be reprefented 
as a gang of Maroon Haves, fuddenly broke loofe 
from the houfe of bondage,and therefore to be par- 
doned for your abufe of 'the liberty to which you 
were not accuftomedj and were ill fitted. Would it 
not, my worthy friend, have been wifer to have 
you thought^ what I, for one» always thought 
you, a generous and gallant nation, long miiled 
to your diladvantage by your high and romantick 
.(entiments of fidelity,, honour, and loyalty; that 
events had been unfavourable to you, but that 
you were not enflaved through any illiberal or fer- 
vUe difpofition ; that in your moft devoted fub- 
miffion, you were afliuated by a principle of pub*. 
Uck fpirit, and that it was your country you wor- 
flupped, in the perfon of your king ? Had you 
made it to be underftood, that in the delulion of 
this amiable errour you had gone further than your 
wife ancefiors} that you were refiilved to refume 
. Ga y^fur 
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-your aDoent pri-vitegcs, whilft you prefcrved the 
-fprit of your ancient and your recent loyalty and 
faonour; or, if diffident of yourfehres^ and sot 
clearly difceming the almoft obliterated confiitu- 
tion of ytmr anccftora, you had looked to your 
tkeighboors in this land, who bad kept alive the 
'ancient principles' and modds of the old common 
law o£ £arope meGorated and adapted to its pre- 
'ieDt-ffadt&— by fofiowing wife exam{des you would 
have given new cxampks of wifdom to the wiorld. 
Too wtmld have rendered the canfe of liberty ve- 
nerable in the eyes of every worthy mind in every 
nation. You would haveftamed defpotifin from 
die earth, by ibewing that £reedom was not only 
reconciLeable, but as, when w^ di£dplincd, it is, 
auxHiary to law. ' You would have^d an um^ 
prefiive but a proda£tive revenoe. You would 
have had a flourifinDg commerce to feed it. You 
wx>uld have had a free confiitution*, a potent mo- 
narchy^ 3 di£di|^ncd army; a reformed and ve- 
nerated clergy; a mitigated but fpiriled nobility, 
to lead your virtue, not to overlay it; you wduid 
have had a Hberal order of cammoms, to emuhte 
and to recruit that nobility^, you. would have had 
a protected, iatisfied, laborious, and obedient peo< 
pie, taught to fJsck and to recognize the ha[q)iDe& 
that is to be found by virtue in aU conditions^ in 
wiiich confifts the true moral equality of mankind, 
and not in that monfirovs fitftian,. nriuch, by in- 
- -■ fpiring 
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ipiring faKe ideas and vain expedations into mex^ f 
defttned to travel in the obfcure walk of l^H»:io4e^ [ 
life, fcrves only to ^^avate and imbitcer that \ 
real inequality, which it never can remove ; and 
which the order of dvil life eftablifh es as much i 
for the benefit of thofe whom it mull leave in aa i 
humble fiate, as thoie whom it is able to exalt to a^ j 
contfition more fplendid, but not more happy. \ 
You had a fmooth and eafy career of fclidty and 
.glory hid open to you, beyond any thing recorded 
in the hiftory of the world; but you have ihewn 
that difficulty is good for man. 

Compute your, gains: fee what is got by thofe 
extravagant and prefumptuous fpeculations which 
have taught your leaders to defpife ^U their pre- 
dece&rs, and all their contemporaries, and even 
to defpife themfclves, until the moment in which 
they became truly defpicable. By following thofe 
£ilfe lights, France has bought undilguifed cala-- 
jnities at a higher price than any nation, has pur- 
chafed the moft unequivocal bieffings ! France has 
■ bought poverty by crime ! France has not ^ri> 
heed her'virtue^o her intertft; but ihe has aban- 
doned her intereft, that Ibe might proftitute her 
virtue. All other nations have begun the fabricfc 
of a new government, or the reformation of an 
old, by eftablifting originally, or by enforcing 
with greater exaftnefe fome rites or other of reli- 
gion. All other people have laid the foundations 
G3 of 
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6f civil freedom in fcverer manners, and a fyftciti 
of a more auilere and mafculine morality. France,> 
when fht let loofe the reins of regal authority, 
doubled the licence, of a ferocious diHoIutenels in. 
manners, and of an infolent irreligion in opinions' 
and praftices; and has extended through all ranks 
of life, as if fbe were commimicating feme privi- 
lege, or laying open feme fecluded benefit, all the 
unhappy corruptions that ufually were the difeafe 
of wealth and power. This is one of the new 
principles of equality in France- 

France, by the perfidy of her leaders, has utterly 
difgraced the tone of lenient council in the cabi- 
nets of princes, and difarmed it of its moft potent 
topicks. She has fanfiified the dark ' fufpicious: 
maxims of tyrannous diftrufi;; and taught kingi 
to tremble at (what will hereafter be called) the 
d elufive pla ufibilities, of moral politicians. So- 
"vereigns will conlider thofe who advife them to 
place an unlimited confidence in their people, as 
fubverters of their thrones; as traitors who aim 
at thdr deftru£lion, by le^ing thdr eafy good- 
nature, under fpecious pretences, to admit combi- 
nations of bold and £iithlels men into a participa- 
tion of their power. This alone (if there were - 
nothing elfe) is an irreparable calamity to you and 
to mankind. Remember that your parUament^f 
Paris told your king, that in calling the Hates to- 
gether, he had nothing to fear but the prodigal 
excefe 
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excels of their zeal in providing for tlie fupport of 
the throne. It is rig^t that thefe men ihould hide 
their heads. It is right that they fiiould bear their 
part in the ruin which their counfel has brought 
on their foverdgn and their country. Such fani 
guine declarations tend to lull authority afleep; 
to encourage it raflbly to engage in perilous a4- 
venturcs of untried policy; to negleft thofe pro^ 
vifions, preparations and precautions, which dif- 
itinguiih benevolence from imbecility; and with- 
iout which no man can anfwer for the lalutary ef- 
feft of any abftraft plan of government or of free- 
jdom. For want of thefe, they have feen the me- 
dicine of the ftate corrupted into its poifon. They 
have feen the French rebel agunft a mild and law- 
ful monarch, with more fury, outrage, and infukj 
than ever any people has been ^own to rife agdnft 
the moft illegal ufiirper, or the moft fanguinary 
tyrant. Their reflftance was made to conceffion ; 
their revolt was from proteftioo ; their blow was 
aimed at a hand holdii^ out graces, favours, and 
immunities. 

This was unnatural. The reft is in order. They 
have found their punilhment in their fuccefs. 
I^ws overturned ; tribunals fubverted; induftry 
without vigour; commerce expiring; the reve- 
nue unpaid, yet the people impoveriflied; achurch 
pillaged, and a ftate not relieved ; civil and mili- 
tary Aciarchy nude the conftitution of the king- 
G 4 ^ota-,. 
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doiri; every thing humah and diVirie fecrificed t3 
(he idol of publicfc cretUt, and natiotlal kinkniptcy 
£he confequence; and to crown afl, the paper fe- 
eurities of new, precarious, tottering power, the 
difcredited paper fecufities of impoveriflied fraud, 
llid b<^ared rapine, held out as a ctirrency fot 
the fupport of an empit^i in lieti of the two great 
rfeeoghized fpecies that J-eprefent the lifting coh- 
yentional credit of majikind,* which difa{^>ear€d 
ahd hid themfelves in the earth from #hencc tbty 
came, whe n the pr inciple of property, Whofe crea* 
tures and reprefentatives they are, was fyftemati- 
cally fubverted. 

Were all tRefe 3readfu! things nccel&ry? were 
they the ihevitable refults of t-he defpfetate ftruggle 
of determihed patriots, compdted to wade through 
Wood iL&d tumult, to the quiet &ore of a tranquU 
irid profperous fibcfty? Noi nothing like it. Th« 
frcfti ruins of France, which fliock our feeUng* 
wferever we can turn out eyes,are not the dev^^a- 
kion of civil war ; tjiey are ike iad but inftruflave 
monuments of rafli and ignorant courtfd in time 
vf profound peace. They -are the di^Uy of in- 
conCderate and prefumptuous, becaufe unrefifted 
and irrefiftible authority, llie perfons who have 
-thus fquandered away the precious treafuTe of 
their crimes, the perfons who have made this pfO- 
■digaland wild wafte of publick evils (the laftftake 
-refervcdfor the ultimate ranfom of thjs ftate) havfe 
.^" ' ' met 
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met in thdr progrefs with'Httlei <* f«her With no 
oppofition at adl. Thdr whofe ihi^ch wns more 

Bke a triumphal proceiTibn than th« progteft of a 
War. Their pioneers have gone "before them, and 
{jemolifiied and kid every thing level at their feeii 
Not one drop <ii their Hood have they fted in th«* 
ca^e <rf the country they have ruined.' They 
hi*e made no Cicrifices to their projcfts of p-eater 
confequende thaft (heir ftoe-bBikle's, wMIft they 
were in^rironing their king, murdering their fet> 
fbw>dcizens, and bathitig iri tears, andphinging in 
poverty and diftf efc, thtmfands of worthy men and 
worthy femiBes. Their cruelty has not even been 
the bafe refuit of fear. It has been the efFed oi 
their fenfc of perfeft fafety, in authorizing trea- . 
fons, Tobberies, rapes, aliaiEjiations, flaughtersj 
and burnings, throughout their harafled land. 
Sut the caafe of all was plain from the beginning. 
■ This Unforced choice, this fond elec'Uon of evil, 
ytJuld appear pCTfeftly unaccountable, if we did 
' not confidet the composition of the national aifem- 
bly : I do npt mean its formal conftilution, which 
as it now ftands ig exceptionable enough, but the 
materiaU of which, in a great meafure, it is com- 
|«tfecl, which is trf ten thoufand times greater con- 
fequence than all the formalities in the world. If 
we were to know nothing of this affembly but by 
its title and fun^on, no colours could paint to the 
ima^nation any thing more venerable. In that 
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U^t the mind of an inquirer, fubdued by fucb an 

awful imigc as that of the virtue and wUdom of 

a whole people coUeAed into one- focus, would 

paufe and hefitate in c4Xidemning things even of 

the very worft afped. Inftead Of blameable, they 

I would appear only myj^ous. But no name, nd 

1 power, no fun^Hon, no artificial infiitution what- 

foever, can make the men of whom any fyftem of 

ii audiority is competed, any other than God, and '- 

\ nature, and education, and their habits of life have 

1 made tlwm. Capadties beyond thefe the peo[de 

have not to g^ve. Virtue and wifdom may be 

the obje^s of their choice ; but their choice con^ 

fers ndthcr Ac one not the other on thofe upon 

whom they lay their ordaining hands. They have 

pot the engagement of nature, they have not the 

promife of reveUtion iot any fuch powers. 

After I had read over the lift of the perfons 
and defcriptions elected into the Tiers Etoi, no- 
thing whidi they afterwards did could appear 
afionilhing. Among them, indeed, I faw fome of 
known rank ; 'feme of fhlning talents; but of any 
I praftical experience in the ftate, not one man was 
1 to be found. TThe beft were only men of theory. 
' But wEatever the diftinguiihed few may have 
been, it is the fubftance and mais of the body 
which confiitutes its character,' and muil finally 
determine its direftion. In all bodies, thofe who 
will lead, muft aUp, in a confiderable de^ee^ foI>- 

low. 
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loAr. '-.Thef ma& conform- their propofittoils to 
th^afte, talent^ and di^oGtion of thofe whom 
"thc^ wifli to conduft : fheref&re, if an aflsmWy Is 
viaoufly -.Qr' feiebly compofed in a veay great part 
of it, not^iing but £uch, a fupreme degr^ of Tirtue 
as very rardy appears in the world, and for that 
rcafon cannot enter into cal<^lation, will prevent 
the men of talents diflemtnated through it bom 
becoming only the expert tnftruments of at^urd 
projects ! If, what is the more likely event, inQead 
of that unufual degree of virtue, they ihould be 
abated by iinifier ambition, and a luft of mere^ 
tridous g^ry, then the feeble part of the :^mbly, ' 
to whom at fiiit they conform, beccones m its tuni 
the dupe and inftniment of their defigns. In thb 
political traffick the leaders will be obliged to bow 
to "^S^^jjorjuice oi their followers, and the fd- 
lowers to become fuHervi<^t to tlTe worfi defiant 
of theirTead:rs. 

To fecure any degree of fobriety.in the pr<^pofi* 
tions made by the leaders in any public^ aflemUy, 
they ought to refpeft, in fome degree perhaps to 
fear, thofe whom they condud^ To be led any 
otherwile than blindly, the followers muft be qua- 
lified, if not for aftors, at leaft for ^dges i they 
muft alfo be judges of natural weight and autho- 
rity. Nothing can fecure a fieady and moderate ' 
oondud in fuch affembUes, but that the body of 
them fhouhl t>e refpedably compofed, in. point of. 
cpnditicoi 
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( cOnAttbn in lift, of {lermanent pMpeRy, of cifc-^ 

\ cation, aod of fucfa habits as enlarge and Hberali& 

I thft underfianditig. 

' In the cdHng of the ftates general df France, th« 
firft thing that firuck me, was a great dfparturd 
from the ancient ccmrfe. I found the repfefenta- 
tion for the third eftate compofed of fix hundred 
perfoM. They were equal in number to the.re- 
prefcntatives of both the other orders. If the or-* 
ders were to aft feparately, the number would not, 
fceyotki the confideration of the expcnce, be rf 
much moment. But when it became apparent 
that the three orders were to be melted down into 
one, the policy and neceflary eSe&. of this nuftie-i 
rous reprefentation became obvious. A very final! 
defertion from either of the other two orders 
muft throw the power of both into the hands of 
the third. In foft, the whole power of the flate 
was foon refolved into that body. Its due com- 
pofition became therefore of infinitely the greater 
importance. 

Judge, Sir, of my furprife, when I found that 
a very great proportion of the affembly (a majo- 
rity, I believe, of the members who attended) was 
compofed of practitioners in the law. It was 
compofed, not or^diftingulflied magiftrates, who 
had given pledges to their country of th«r fdence, 
prudence, and integrity; npt of leading advocates, 
the glory of the bar j not of tcnowncd profcffors 
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in univecfities i — but for the Ba greater fact, as it 
mail in Ibck a muiibcx, of the mferiour, uakam- 
ed, iDEchamcal, totxtfy inflruaientjd men^berB of 
the profdSon. There were dUHngiriflied excep- * 
lions; bvt tlte general corapolition was of obfcune j 
prprincial advocates, of ftewards of petty local I 
^inifdidions, cz>tttttry attornies, notaries, and the ] 
whole train of tbe miniilers of mBnlcipal ikiga- / 
tion, the lomcntors and ooodudors of the petty/ 
jftrar of viU^e -vexation. From the momeot I 
nad the lift, i fiar difitn&ly, and -very nearly as k 
• has hapfieiied, all thaf was fco follow. 

The degree of eftimstion in which xtry profef- 
£cD is hdd. becDvies l3ie fiaiuJard of the eSimatioA 
JB which the profcffara hcdd themfelves. V^at- 
avrr thepedinal merits xif many indiTidual law^ 
yers .might havje .heen, and in many it was un- 
dcnibtedly very confiderable, in that military tang- 
dom zxo pwt of the profediaD had been much re- 
garded, except the high^ of aH, who cAen united 
to their profefficnial cffices great fa<mly:fpk»doi9r) 
8Hul mere invefied with 'great power and autho- 
nty. Thde .certainly were highly rdpefied, and 
even widx nofnrallileg^ee of awe. The next rank 
was not xDttch cfteemed ; the mechanical part was 
in a very low degree of repute. 

Whenever thefapreme authority. Is vefted in a 

body fo compofed, it muft evidently produce the 

coolbqueuD^ of Supreme authority placed in. the 

hands 
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bands of men not taught balntu^jr to refpe^ 
themielves ; who bad no previous fortune in ch:t< 
mdor at flake; wfao-Could not be expefted to bear 
with moderation, or to condu& with diff^etion, a 
-power, which they tbemfslves, more than any 
others, muft be furprifed to find in their hands. 
Who couhl flatter himlHf that thefe men, fud- 
.flenly, and, as it were, by enchantment, Ihatched 
from the bumblefl rank of fubordination, would 
not be intoxicated with thar unprepared great- 
nefs ? Who couM conceive, that men, who are 
habitually meddling, daring, fubtle, afdve, of litii 
jgious difpofitions and unquiet minds, would ealily 
fail back into their old condition of obfcure cod* 
tention, and laborious, lov, and unprofitable cbi^ 
cue i Wbb could doubt but that, at any expencs 
to the flate, of which they underfiood nothings 
they muft purfue their private interefts, which 
they undeiflood but too. well? It was not aii 
event depending on chance or contingency. It was 
inevitable } it was neceflary ; it was [dantjed in the 
nature of things. They muft jdn (if thdr capa* 
tity did not permit them to leadj in any projed 
wluch could procure to them a litigiem confiittdion \ 
which could ky open to them thofe innumeraUe 
lucrative jobs which follow in the train of all great 
convulfions £md revolutions in the flate, and par- 
ticularly in all great and violent permutations of 
property. Was it to be expefted that they Would 
attend 
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attend to the fhbifity of property, whofe'exiftence 
Ifad alwiys depended upon whatever rendered 
property quefiionable, ambiguous, and infecure i 
Their objects would be enlarged with their eleva- 
tion, but thdr difpofition and habitsj and mode 
of accomplilhing their deiigns, taa& remain the 
hme. 

Well ! but thefe men were to be tempered and 
reftrained by other defcHptions, of mfxe fober 
minds, and more enlarged underftandings. Were 
they then to be awed by the fuper-eminent autho- 
rity and awiiil dignity of a handful of country- 
downs, who have feats in that aSsmbly, fome of 
whom are laid not to be able to read and write ? 
and by not a greater number of traders, who, 
though fomewhat more infiruded, and more con- 
f^cuous in the order of fodety, had never known 
any thing beyond thdr counting-houfe ? No! 
both thefe defcriptions were more formed to be 
overborne and fwayed by the intr^es and arti- 
fices of lawyers, than to become their counterpoife. 
With fuch a dangerous difpropdrtion, the whc^ 
muft needs be governed by them. To the £iculty 
of law was joined a pretty confiderable proportioii 
of the faculty of medicine. This faculty had not, 
any more-thah thatbf the law, poffeffedin France 
its juil eftimation. Its profeiTors, therefore, muft 
have the qualities of men not habituated to fenti-- 
menta of dignity. But fuppofing they had ranked 
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» they <«*ght: to dp, iind as witt iw they ^p ftfc* 
|u^y, the fid ^ erf fickbgd sare not the acaiemki 
for fornHng^ftatd ipen ^ndl^iflSofg. ih^ciwe 
the dealers io fi^cjcs and fiupHs, who mufi be «agef# 
«t anyjexpencc, to. change their ideal paper wealth 
for the more folid fubfonce. of IwicL To thcfe 
were joined men of other t^efcriptionsj froset 
whiom fU itttlq ^owledge of or attention tp the 
istereft^jof a grpat ftate was, 'to he expcfted, a»^ 
99 little, regard to the .Ability of any inftitutitm; 
mm forsned t«t be inftnjments pot controls. Such 
m ^oecai w»s the cojnpofition of the Tiers Etaf 
ip ihe national zSmMy ; in whjch was icarcely tp 
t)e pefceiwed thf iU^teft traces of what w« c^ 
the jia^vral la^idgd intereft of the country. 
""^s.^Bowlhat the BritilhTiptde"of commons, 
vithCTit fhuttiog its doors, to any merit in any 
pfcUe, is, by the fare c^eration lof adequate caufeSj 
£fied with .ev^y thing illuftrious in ranks in <^e* 
ibent, in iiereditary and in acquired opulence, iij 
cultivated talenia, in miUtary, civil, navalj and po- 
litidc (WlinSion, that the country can afford. jBjut 
fi^pofing, what Jiardly can be fuppofed aa a cafe* 
that the houfe of commons Jhojjld be conipofed in 
the lame manner with the Tiers Eiat in France, 
irould this dominion of chicane be borne with pa- 
tience, or even conceived withojit horrour? God 
forbid I Ihould.infinuate any thing derogatory to 
that profsflioii, whidi is another priefthood, ad- 
. . , miniftering 
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minifterirtg the rigbM of ficred jo^icel Bat whilft 
1 revere men in the fun6tioii3 which belong' to 
them, and would dp, as much a» ofie man can do, 
to prevept,their exclufioa froin any, I cannot,' td 
0atter them, g^ve the Ue tonatuw. They nrt 
goodiand uieful in the c6m[*ofitioo } they hohA be 
mifcbievous if they preponderate fo as -virtuaHy -to 
become the whole. Their vtry excellence in> tJ^ir 
peculiar fun<51:ions may be far from aqualificatioh 
for others. It cannot efcape obHervatioD, thatwhen 
men are too much confined to profefEonal a^d 
facult y habi ts, and, as it were, inveterate in- the 
recurrent employment of that narrow circle, they 
are rather dilkbled than qualified for whatever dc^ 
f>ends on the knowledge of mankind, on expe* 
rience in mixed aftairs, on a comprehenfive con- 
nected view of the yarious complicated external 
and internal interefts which go to the formation 
of that multifarious thing called a ftate. 

After all, if the houfe of commons were to have 
an wholly profeilional and faculty compofition, 
what is the power of the houfe of commons, cir- 
cumfcribed and fliut in by .the immoveable bar- 
riers of laws, ufagesj'pofitive rules-of dO(^ine and 
practice, counterpoifed by the houfe of lords, and 
every moment <rf its exiftence at the djfcretion of 
the crown to continue, prorogue, or diffolve us? 
The "power of the houfe of commons, direS or in- 
direft, is indeed great; and long may it be ^e 

Vol. y, H to 
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to prelwve its gmtnefs, and the fpirit belcmguig 
to tnio greitnefs, at the full; and it will do fo, as 
long aa it can keq> the breakers of kw in India 
firom becoming the makers of law^rEngland. 
'fSepower, however, of the houfe of commons, 
when kaft diminilhed, is as a drop of water in the 
, ocean, compared to that refiding in a fettled majo- 
rity of your national aflfembly. That affemblyj 
fince the deftru^on of the orders,- has no funda* 
mental law, no ftri£t convention, no refpefted u&ge 
to rellrain it. Inftead of finding themfelves obliged 
to conform to a fixed conftitution, they have a 
power to make a conftitution which fhail conform 
to their dcfigns. Nothing in heaven or upon 
earth cMrfcrve as -a control on them. What ought 
to be the heads, the hearts, the difpofitions, that 
are qualified, or that dare, not only to make laws 
und^ a fixed conftitution, but at one heat to ftrike 
out a totally new conftitution for a great kingdom, 
and in every part of it, from the monarch on the 
throne to the veftry of a parifli? But — "/eo/j rt4Jb 
in where angeU fear to tread." In fuch a ftale of 
unbounded power, for undefined and undefinable 
purpofea, the evil of a moral and almoft phjiicd 
inaptitude of the man to the function, niuft ba 
the greateft we can conceive to happen in the ma- 
nagement of human affairs. 

Having confidered the compo^lion of the third 

cAate as it ftoo4 in its original frame, I took a 

. , view 
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view of the rqirefentatlves of the dergy. " There 
too it appeared, that full as little regard was had to 
the general fecurity of property, or to the aptitude 
o£the d^uties for their pubUck purpofes, in the 
principles of their eleiHon. That eleftion was fo 
contrived as to fend a very large proportion of 
mere country curates to the great and arduous 
work of new-modelling a ftate; m^ who never 
had ieen the ftate fo much as in a pi^hire i men 
who knew nothing of the world beyond the 
bounds of an obfcure village; who, immerfed in 
hopelefi povCTty, could regard all property, whe- 
ther &cular or ecdefiaftical, with no other eye 
than that of envy j among whom muft be many, 
who, for the fmatleA hope of tlie meaneft dividend 
in plunder, wouJd r«dily join in any attempts 
upon a body of wealth, in which they could hardly 
look to have any fliare, except in a general fcram- 
ble. Inftead of balancing the power of the a<JUve 
chicaners in the other afiembly, thefe curates muft 
neceflarily become the aAive coadjutors, or at befi 
the paffive inftruments of thofe by whom they 
had been habitually guided in their petty village 
concerns. They too could hardly be the moft 
confcientious of their kind, who, prefuming upon 
their incompetent undei-ftanding, could intrigue 
for a truft which Jed them from their natural re* 
lation to their flocks, and their natural fpheres of 
aJHon, to undertake the regeneration of kingdoms. 
Ha This 
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This preponderating weight being added, to the 
force of the body of chicane in the Tiers ptat^ 
completed th^t momentum of ignorance, raih- 
neis, prefumption, and luft of plunder, which no- 
thing has been able to refift. 

. To obferving men it muft have appeared from 
the beginning, that the majority of the Third 
Eftate,in conjunftion with fuch a deputatitm from - 
the clergy as I have defcribed, whilft it purfued 
the deftruclion of the nobility, would inevitably 
become fubfervient to the worft defigns erf indi^r 
viduals in th&t clafs. In the fpoil and humiliation 
of their own order thefe individuals.would poJTels 
? fure fund for the pay of their new followers. 
To fquander away the objeds which nwde the 
happinedi of their fellows, would be to ihem no 
Sacrifice at all. Turbulent, difcontented men of 
quality, in proportion as they are puffed up with 
perfonal pride and arrogance, generally defpife 
their own order. One of the firft fymptoms they 
difcover of a felftfli and mifchievous ambition, is 
a profligate difregard of a dignity which they par- 
take with others. To be attached to the fubdi- 
vifion, to love the Uttle platoon we belong to in 
fociety, is the firft principle (the germ as it were) 
of pxiblick affetfHons. It is the. firft link in the 
feries by which we proceed towards a love to our, 
country and to mankind. The intereft of that 
portion of focial arrangement is a truft. .in the_ 
hands 
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liands of all thofe who compofe it ; and as hone but 
bad men would juftify it in abxife, none but trw- 
tors would barter it away for their own pcrfonal 
advantage. 

TTiere were, in the-time of our dvil trouUes in 
England (I do not know whether you have any , 
fucK in your affcnibly in France) feveral perfons, 
like the then earl of Holla nd, who by themfclves 
■or thfelt'tatnilies'^ad brought an odium on the 
throne, by the prodigal difpenlation" of its boun- 
ties towards them, who afterwards joined in the 
rebellions arifing from the difcontcnts of which 
theywere themfelves the caufej men who helped 
to fubvert that throne to which they owed, fome 
of theiri, their exiftence, others ail that power- 
which they employed to ruin their benefeftor. 
If any bounds are fet to the rapacious demands«of 
that fort of people, or that others are permitted to 
partake in the objefts they would engrofsj revenge 
and envy foon fill up the craving void that is left 
in their avarice. Confounded by the complica- 
tion of diftempered paiEons, their reafon is dif- 
turbed; their views become vaft andperpltxed; to 
others inexplicable; to themfclves uncertain. They 
find, on all fides, bounds to their unprincipled am- 
bition in any fixed order of things. But in the 
fog and haze of confufion all is enlarged, and ^- 
pears without any limit. 

H 3 When 
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, When men of rank iacrifice all ideas of dignity 
to an ambition without a diftind obje^ and work 
with low inftruments »nd for low ends, the whole 
compoHtion becomes low and baie. Does not 
fomething like this now ;^pear in France? Does 
it not produce fomething ignoUe and inglorious? 
a Idnd of meannefs in aU the preval^it policy? a 
tendency in afl that is done to lower atong.with 
individuals all thfe dignity and importance of the 
ftate? Other revolutions hare been conduced by 
perfoBS, who whilft they attempted or a£Eede4 
changes in the commonwealth, {an^ified their 
ambition by advancing the dignity of the pec^le 
whofe peace they troubled. They had long views,. 
They aimed at the rule, not at the deftru^on <^ 
their country. They were men of great civil, and 
grf at military talents, and if the terrour, the orna* 
ment.trf their age. They were not like Jew bro. 
kers contmding with each other who could beft 
remedy with fraudulent drculation and depre- 
dated paper the wretchednefs and tuin brought 
on their country by their degt^erate councils. The 
f:ompliment made to one of the great bad itien of 
the old ilamp (Cromwell) by his Idnfman, a fa- 
vourite poet of that time, fhews what it wa& he 
propofed, and what indeed to a-great degree he ac- 
complilhed in the fuccefs of his ambition: 

" Stili 



:ectv Google 



RtTOLUTlON IH VKAHCE. ilQ^ 

** Stiil oj you rije, the ftate exahed He, 

** Finds m dijiemper. i:sbt\ft 'tis changed by you; 

.*' Cbav^d lite the tuorl^s great fceve, when v/Hhtat 

'" Tie rifingfim ni^'s vulgar tights d^roys" 

Jhefe <U(turber9 were not fo rooch like men 
ufiji^Dg power, ag ^ aiferti ag thdr natural plaeeiii 
fociety. Their jri£ng was to iUuminatc and beau- 
tify the world. Their conqueft over their .com- 
petitors was by otitihining them. The hand that, 
like a deAroying angel, fmot^ the country, com- 
municated to it the force and energy iindcr Trhidh. 
itfuffered. I do not fay (God forbid) I do not 
£iy, that the virtues of fuch men were to be taken 
as a balance to their crimes; but they were ibmc 
corrective to their effects. Such was, as I £ud, 
our Cromwell. Such were your whole race of 
Guifes, Condes, and CoUgnis. Such the Ridie- 
Jieus, who in more quiet times a^d in the.Qikk 
of:a civil war. Such^as better men, and in-a l8& 
dubious' caufe, were your Heairy.'the Fourth and 
youx Sully, thougji nurfeii io civil confuficms, and. 
not iffholiy withmtti fiome of: their^taint. It is a 
thing lb be wondeited at, t6:&e Istvi vety iaori 
Francei when flte* had a mpment to rcTptre, to- 
covered and emerged from : t^ bugbfi: ami moft 
.dreadfiil civil war that eveR.wteJcnQSfntn any na- 
tion. Why? Becaufe, amoi^\^,t6cir maflacres, 
H4 they 
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they had not fllln the miad in their eauntiy. " A 
confckrag dignify, a nobl& pride, a generous fenfe 
'«£ g^ory and^EmHationj waanoccxtinguilhed. Oti 
the contrary, it wj-s kindU*d and inflanjpd; The 
organs ^o of the ftate, however (hattered, exifl- 
ed. All the prizes of honour and virtue, all the 
IVffanl^ alithcdiftinifUons, remained.' But your 
.prefii^; 'coofufion, like a paliy, has attacked the 
-iotxdtam of life itfdf. -Every pt»k>ti in your coun- 
-tcyyin a fituation to be actuated by a principle of 
Jumolir, is dl%rac6d ai^d degraded, ftnd canenter- 
-taiit qo'&nfadcui of life, except in a mortified and 
iuimiliated indignation. But this generation will 
i^ckly p2& away. The next generation of the 
nobifity^will refetnble the artificers and clowns, and 
motiey-jobbcrs, ufurers, and Jews, who will be 
^aliw^ys their :fell6ws, fometimes their mailers. Be- 
"lieTome, .Sr, thofe who attempt to level, ncv?r 
-equafize. . In all focieties, doniiAing of various dd- 
iixiptuous of.citizens,fomedefcription mufi be up- 
:^ei'm<ifi.' The levellers therefore only changeand 
.■pervert thenatural order of. things; they load 
'.the edi&ei3f.fociety,by fettingup in the air what 
-the folidity of the; ftrufture requires to be on the 
.f^ro^nd. Thelaflbddtidns'of taylors and^carpen- 
teri, 6^ which the republick (of Paris, for inftance) 
is.coA^{ed;:OMn4»r be equal to the iituatibn, into 
which, by-the^worft-'of ufurpations, an ufurpation 
on the prerogrtives' of nature, you attempt to 
force them. 

% ' ' • 
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The chaflJCelkjj of France at the opening of the 
&ites, ^d, in a tone of oKitoml flouriih, that all 
-occupatiotu were honourable. If :he meant only, 
that no honeft cmployipent W3s difgracefiili he 
would >iot have gdne heyond the truth. But in 
aflerting, -that any thing is honoufable, we imply 
fome diftinftion in its favour. The occupation of 
■a hair-drdfer, or of' »• wprking taflotv-chaiidler, 
cannot be-a matter of honour to any perfon — to 
&y nothing of a number of other more fervileem- 
-ployments. ■ 8Uch dcfciriptidns of men O'ught wft 
to fufer oj^effion frcAn the ftatej but thfe ftate 
fufers oppreffion, if fuch as they, either hidi«ida- 
oUy or coUedively, are. permitted ro rule. In this 
' you think you are combating prejudice, but yon 
are at war with nature.* 

Ido 

• EcclefiafiicLiF, chap, Kxxviii. verfe 24, 35. " The wlfdom 
*' of i learned man cometh by op|>ortunitf of leifure : anj he 
" rtiat hath little bufinefs fliall beccms wife."—" How can he 
*' get wifdom thai hoMeth the plough, and thai gliorietb in the 
>' goad; thnc (Irivtih oxen; and is occupied in their labouis; 
-'/ and \yhoCfi laUc is of bullocks?" 

Ver. 27. " So every carpenter and woik-maHei thai laboutclfa 
"night and day," &c. 

Ver. 33. " Thty (hall not be Tougbt for in publicU coiinfel, 
f DOC fit high in the congregation : they (halt not filon the judges 
f feat, nor underftaod the Tentence of judgment : ih^ cannot 
" declare jufiice and judgment, and they fhall not be towad 
" where parables are fpoken." ' 

Ver. 34. " Bulthey will maintain the ftate of theworid." ' 

Idu 
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I do ntit, my dear Sw^. tJCnoeive you to h6 of 
.that ftiphilHcal c3[«ioua.if irit, or oi th^t unondiil 
.dulnds as to :rcquirev fipr evcty gen^ni oWerva- 
tion or ieBttmesit, an explicit detail of.tihe correc- 
tives- and exqeptjgns, which ^aftrnwijl ptfifume 
to be induded iaali.tJitQigeitenlfiropofitiona.vJtiQh 
come from rcafoftablcroea, -YoU do not imagine, 
Uiat I *ifli to coofihe. poweii ^mthOrity^ and.^- 
lin^on to blDpd> and names, and ttdes. , No, Sic 
There is no ■q«alificatioB fpr.^verOinent but vir- 
tue and wiCdom, actui^ <K,preftfm|8ive. Where- 
•evrr they ^c .actually found, they feave, ia what^ 
crer ftate, cofijlition, profdfion orjfade, the paff- 
port of Heaven tp hpnttan plficq an^-iipnoyr. 'Woe 
to the country which would madly, and iiapioufly 
rejeil the fervice of the talenW arnj virtues, civU, 
military, or religious, that are given to grace and 
to ferve it; and would condemn to obfcurity every 
thing formed to difTule luftre and glory around a 
ftate. Woe to that country too, that paffing into 
the oppofite extreme, considers a low education, a 
mean contracted yiew- of things, a fordid, merce- 
nary occupation, as a preferable title to command. 
Every thing ought to be open ; but not indiffe- 
rently to every man. No irotatian; no ^point- 

. I do Dot dctermiDc whether tht* hook be caoonical, as the 
Gallic an chufch (till lately) ha» confidered it, pr ai>ocrj'phal,as 
here it is talcea. I am liire it contains a great deal of fenfcaml 
truth, 

ment 
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ttiartby lot; no mode of eki^on operating in the 
l{nrit of ibrtition or rotation, can be generally 
good in a governnlent converfant in cxtenfive ob- 
jects. Becaufc ihey have no tendency, direft or 
ihdireft, to fele£t the man with a view to tlie duty> 
or to accommodate the one to the other* I do 
not hefitate to fay, that the ,road to eminence and 
power,.from obfcure condition, ought not to be 
made ten e^fy, nor a thing too much of coutfe. If 
rape merit be the rareft of all rare things, it ought 
to pais through fome fort of {irobatian. The 
temj^ of honour ought to be fezted on an emi* 
nence. If it be opened through virtue, kt it b« 
remembered too, that virtue is never tried but "by 
fome difficulty and fome ftruggk. 

Notiiing is a due and adequate' reprefentation of 
a ilatE, i^at does not reprcfent its ab^ity, as well 
as its property. But as abihty is a^vigorous and 
aiQive principle, and as property is fluggifli, inert 
andt timid, it lierer can be ikfe from the inva£ons 
of abi£ty, linle& it be, out of dSi proportioQ, .pre» 
dominant in the teprefentation. . It mufl be repre^ 
iented too in great maffra of accutAulation, or it is 
not Irigfatly prote^ed. The charaSeriftick ejOfcnce 
it>f property, formed oUt of the combined principles 
^ its acquifidon and coolervatimi, is to be unequal. 
'Hie great maffes therefore which e»3te envy, and 
tempt rapacity, muH be put out of the poffifaolity 
of dsnger. Then they form a natural rampart 
about 
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. atiijut the leffer properties in aD their graditSods; 
The fame quantity of [Mropcrty, which is by- thtf 
natural courfe of things i^ided among, many, h^a 
not the fame operation. * Its defeniive power is 
■vfeakenedas it is difTufed. In 'this diffafion each 
ixiaA's portion is- lefs than what, in the eagerndTs of 
his defires, he -niay. 'flatter himfelf to obtain by 
(iilSpating the accQifmlations-of others. The 
plunder of. the few woidd-ihdeed give buta fliare 
iiicpiiceiv^bly fmali m ithe diltribution to the minyi 
BiuC thenniany ace not^capahle.bf mating tJiis cal-; 
cisbtioD ; andthofe who lea'd them to rapinci never 
intend this.tWlribution. ' ' 

-. .;Thc power of perpetuaJang our prc^)erty in our 
families is one of the moft valuable and interefting 
drcamftao'ces belonging' to it,and that which tends 
lihamoft to the perpetuation of fociety itfelf. , It 
iicikcs Dur weakneis fubfervient to our virtuej it 
grafts benevolence even upon avarice. The poC- 
fdli:»--s of -family wealth, and of the difiin£tion 
^trhidi- attendir hereditary pc^eflion (as moft con- 
cerned.' ill it) are the natural' fecurlties for this 
tranfiniffion. With us, the houfe of peers is formed 
upon this prmdple. It is wholly compofed of he- 
reditarjz property and hereditary difHn^ton; and 
nnde therefore the third of the legiflature ; and 
in the hft event, the fole judge of all property in 
aJl its fubdivifions. The houfe of commons too, 
ihOTgh'nol- neceflarily, yet in fcift, is aJways^ fo 
;-.. compofed 
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compofed in the fir greater part. " Let thoifc large 
-proprietors be what they will, and they have their 
chance of being amongft the beft, they are at tht 
■very worft, the ballaft in ■ the veilel of the com- 
monwealth. For though hereditary wealth, and 
the rank which goes with it, are too much ido- 
lized by creeping fycophants, and the blind abject 
admirers of power, they are too ralhly flighted in 
fliaUow -fpeculations of the petulant, aiTuming, 
fliort-fighted coxcombs of philolophy. Some de-" 
ce[irKglitaTedpFe-eininSice,T6me"pTefe (not 

exdufive appropriation) given to birth, is neither 
unnatural, nor unjuft, nor impolitick. 

It is faidy that twenty-fpur millions ought to 
prevail over two hundred thoufand- Truej if the 
conftitution of a kingdom be a problem of arith- 
mctick. This fort bf difcourfe does well enough 
with the lamp-poft for its fecond; to men who 
may reafon calmly, it , is ridiculous. The wi ll of 
the many, and their intereft, muft very oftenS- 
fer ; anST great" will Be~tTiF'diffSence"wTien tfaey 
mSke'ari ievH'cHoice. A government of five hun- 
dre3~countryatt6rhies and obfcure curates is not 
good for twenty-four millions of men, though it 
were chofen by eight and forty millions j nor is it 
the better for being guided by a dozen of pCTfons 
of quality, who have betrayed their trull in o»der' 
to obtain that power. At prefent, you feem iiv 
eyerv thing to have ftrayed out of the bigh-rtJad 

of 
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of nature. The property of France does not gt*- 
Tern it. Of courfe property is deftroyed^ and ra- 
tional Uberty has no exigence. All you have got > 
for the prefent is a paper circulation, and a ftock- 
jobbing confUtutlon : and as to the future, do you 
fcrioufly think that the territory of France, upon 
the republican fyitem of eighty -three independent 
municipalities (to lay nothing of the parts that 
coropofe them) can ever be governed as one body, 
or can ever be fet in motion by the inq>ulfc of 
one mind ? When the national affembly has com- 
pleted its work, it will have accomplished its ruin. 
Thcfe commonwealths will not long bear a ftate 
of fulqection to the republick of Paris. They wiU 
not bear that this one body Ihould monopolize the 
captivity of the king, and the dominion over the 
aflcmbly calling itJelf national. Each will keep its 
own portion of the fpoil of the church to itfclf } 
and it will not fuffer either that fpoil, or the more 
juft fruits of their induftry, or the natural produce 
<;f their foil, to be fent to fwell the infolence, or 
pamper the luxury, of the mechanics of Paris. In 
this they will fee none of the equality, under the 
pretence of which they have been tempted to throw 
off their allegiance to their fovereign, as well as the 
ancient conftitution of their country. There can 
be no capital city in fuch a conftitution as they 
have lately made. They have forgot, that when 
they framed democratick governments, they had 
virtually 
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virtually difinetnbered their country. " The perfon 
whom they perfevere in calling king, has not . 
power (fift to him by the hundredth psort fuifi- 
cient to hold together this coUedion of republicks. 
The republick of Paris will endeavour indeed to 
complete the debauchery of the army, and illegally 
to perpetuate the aflembly, without reforttoits 
conftituents, as the means of continuing its defpo- 
tifm. It will make c0bfts, by becoming the heart 
of a boundlefs paper circulation, to draw every 
thing to itfdf ; l»it in vain. All this policy in the 
end will appear as feeble as it is now violent. 

If this be your actual iituation, compared to the 
fituation to which you were called, as it were by 
the voice of Cod and man, I cannot find it in my 
heart to congratulate you on the choice you have 
made, or the fuccefs which has attended your en- 
deavours. I can as little recommend to any other 
nation a conduct grounded on fuch princi[^es, and 
produftive of fuch eff^ts. That I muft leave to 
thbfe who can fee further into your affairs than I 
am able to do, and who beft know how far your 
afticMis are fevouraUe to their defigns. The gen- 
ttem^ of the revoluticm Ibciety, who were fo early 
in their congratulations, appear to be flrongly of 
' opinion that there is fome fcheme of politicks re- 
ktive to this country, in which your proceedings 
may, in fpme way, be ufcful. For your Pr. Price, 
who kerns to have fpcc^lated himfelf into no finaU 
degree 
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degree o£ fervour upon this fubjed:, addrelle? hi» 
auditors in the following very remarkable words: 
'* I cannot conclude without recalling particularly 
" to your rccolle£Hon a conCdef ation which I have 
*• more than once alluded to, and which proba]bly 
*' your thoughts have been all along anticipating ; 
" a^coniideration with which my mind it imprejfe4 
*' nare than I can exprefs. I mean the coniidera- 
" tion of ihcfavourabknefs of the prefent times to all 
** exertions in the caufe of liberty." 

It is pliun that the mind of this political preacher 
was at the time big with fome extraordinary de- 
fign ; . and it is very probable that the thoughts of 
his audience, who uoderftood him better than I 
do, did all along run before him in his refle^on, 
and in the whole train pf confequences to whidi 
it led, 

■ Before I read that fermon, I really thought I had 
Uved in a free country ; and it was an errour I 
cherifhed, becaufe it gave me a greater liking to 
the country I lired in. - I was indeed aware, that 
a jealous, ever-waking vigilance, to guard the trea- 
fure of our liberty, not only from invafion, but 
from decay and corruption, was our beft wifdom 
and our lirii duty. However, I conlidered that 
tceafure rather as a poffeflion to be fecured than 
as a prize to be contended for. I did not difcern 
tow the prefent time came to be fo very favour- 
aWe to all exertions in the t^^ufe of fi;eedoni,_ The 
: - V ■ prefent 
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prefent tune di&rs from any other only by tbe 
drcumllaDce of what is doing /In France. .If the 
es^mple of that nation is to have an influence on 
this, 1 can eafily conceive why fome of their pro- 
ceedings which have an unpleaJant afpe^, and are 
not. quite reconcileable to humanity, generoHty, 
good faith, and juftice, are palliated with fo much 
milky good-nature towards the a£tors, and borne 
vvith fo much heroick fortitude towards the fuf- 
ferers. It is certunly not prudent to difcredit the 
authority of an example we mean to follow, fiut 
allowing this, we are led to a very natural quef- 
tion y — What is that caufe of liberty, and what are 
thofe exertions in its favour, to which the example 
pf France is fo fingularly aufpicious? Is Qur mo- 
parchy to be annihilated, with all the laws, all the 
tribimals, and all the andent corporations of the 
Idngdom f Is every land-mark of the country to 
be done away in favour of a geometrical and arith* 
metical conlUtution? Is the houfe of lords to be ' 
voted yfelefs ? Is.epifcopacy to be aboliflied? Are 
the church lands to be fold to Jews and jobbers ; 
or given to bribe new-invented municipal repub- 
licks into a participation in facrilege? Are all the 
taxes to bevoted grievances, and the reVenue re- 
duced to a patrlotick contribution, or patriotick 
prefentsf Are fiiver flioe-buckles to be fubliituted 
in the place of the landtax and the malt tax, for 
the fupport of the naval ftrength of this kingdom ? 
Vol. V. I Are 
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Are aO orders, ranks, and diftin^bns to be con^ 
founded^ that oQt of uiiiiverfal imudiy, joined tv 
nztkmal bankruptcy, three of four thcmland dc 
inocradte» fitoiUd be fcAnied intc^hty-tbne^ and 
that they may ^Si, by fome fort of unknown ati 
tfaftivc power, be organized into one? FtWthirf 
great end is the army to be feduced from its di& 
cipline and its fidelity, firll by every kind of de- 
bauchery, and then by the Cerrible precedent of a! 
donative in the increafe of pay? Are the curate» 
to be feduced from thar bifliops^ by h^tng fiuf 
to them the dekfive hope of a dole out of the 
fpoils of their own order ? Are the citiKAs of Lon* 
don to be drawn from their aHe^ance by feeding 
them at the expenee of their feSow-^v^je%? Is 9 
compuHbry paper ciHrency to be fabftituted in 
the place of the leg^ coin of this kingdom ? Is 
what remains o£ the {^unckred ftock of pub^ 
Uck revenue to' be employed in: the wOd prqje^ of 
maintaining two* armio to watcfi over' and tor 
£ghc vrith each other? If tbefc are the ends and 
means of the revcdutiim fociety, I admit they are 
wdl Ported j and France may funiiih' them for 
both with precedents in ptnntr 

I fee that your example is held ouV to Ihune us^. 
I know that we are fuppofed ?t dnH fluggifli- rat^, 
rendered paflive by finding our fituation tideffiible,' - 
and prevented by a mediocrity of freedom fron*^ 
ever attaining to its^ full perfe^oar Tour leaders 
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ia France fac^an by aflecting to admire, almoft- 
to adore, the BritHh conftitation; but as they ad- 
vaiu^ they came to look upon it with a fove- 
rdgn contempt. The friends of your natiooal af- 
fembly amongft us have fiiU as mean an opinion 
of what was fbrmnly thought the glory c^ thdr 
country. The revolution fodety has dilcovered' 
th^ the EngUfii nation Is not free. They are con- 
vinced that the inequality in our reprefentation is 
a *♦ defi^ in our conftitution fo grofs and pal- 
" pahle, as to make it excellent chiefly in^rm and 
** theory-?'* That a rcprefentation in the legifla-, 
tore of a kkigdom is not only the bafis of alt con- 
ftitutioml Bberty in it, but of " all Ugitimate go- 
^ vemmgnff that without it a government is DO< 
*''thingbut an ufurpationi**—Xhzx. '* when the re- 
" prefentation ia partial, the kingdom pofleflb li- 
** berty only panially, and if extremely partial, 
'' it gives only a fimblanca; and if not only ex- 
** trcmely partial, but corruptly chofen, it be- 
•* comes a nmfance" Dr. Price ccmfiders this ina- 
dequacy (rf reprcfentation as our /KWflffifn/«/ ^«»- 
ance\ and though, as to the corruption of this 
fembtance of repreCrotation, he hopes it is pot yet 
an-ived^to its full perfe^on of depravity; he fe^rs 
that " notliing will be done towards guning for 
" us ttus efmtiat blejingi until fome ^at abufe ef 

* Pifcourfe on the Lore of our CoUDt^, 3d «lit. p. }9> 

1 2 "power 
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** power zgiin provokes our refentment, or fome 
*'■ great calamity ag^ alarkns our fears, or perhaps 
*' till the acquifition of %ptit8 and equal reprefenta- 
" tion by other countries, whilft We are mocked with 
*' the Jhadow, kindles our fliame." To this he 
fubjan» a note in thcfe words. " A reprefeitta- 
•* tion chofen chiefly by the tre^tftiry, '.and a few 
^ thou&nds of the dregt of the people, who axe 
*' generally paid for their votes." 
. You will fmile here at the confiftencry. of thofe 
demacratifts, who, when they are not on thdr 
guard, treat the humbler part of the" community 
\wth the greateft contempt, whilft, at the £ime 
time^ they, pretend to m^e them the dept^tories- 
of all power. It would, require a long.difcourfe 
to point out to ycm the many ^Uacios -that lark in ' 
the generality and equivocal nature of the terms ■ 
V inadequate reprefentation/' - I fliall only fay 
here, in juftice to that old. ^fluoned <;(HiiHtuti(Hi, 
under which we have long profpefed^ that our re- 
prefentation has been foi>nd perfeSly ^equate p^ 
all the purpofes for which a reprtfenUtionof the, 
people can be defired or devifed- I d^ the ene-, 
mics of our .conftitutlon to (hew the-fwtrary. To. 
det^ the particulars in whiqh it is found & ^^ 
to promote its ends, woMld demand d ^eatife ch^ 
our practical copfBtutioji. I ftate hefe.the. dtjc" 
trine of the revolutionifts, only that you and 
Qtfaers may fee, what »il optnioh tiiefe {(eiltlemen 
entertjutt 



D.D.t.zE*t>y Google 



REVOLUTrON IN FE.AITCE. I IJ 

entertain o^ the conftitution'of their c6untry, and 
why they feemto think that ibme great abufe of 
power, or fome great calamity, as giving a chance, 
for the bleflrng of a conftitution according to thtir 
ideas, would be much palliated to their feelings; 
you fee wby ibey arc fo much enamoured of. your 
^r and equal reprefentattotij which bdn^'once 
obtained, theCunc ^e£i? might follow. Yon fee 
- they confider om" houJe of commons as only >* a 
?• femWance," *.^ a form," *' a theory,", "a flia-^ 
♦* dow," ^'ajnocksry,'* perhaps "atraiiaiice." - 
ThefegettUemen rahie themi^vai on b^mg fyf- 
tcmatick; and not without reafon. . They muft 
ther^ore look on this gro^ and; palpable defe<^ of 
reprefimtation, this, fundamental grievancs- (£> 
dMiy.call it) as a thing, not .only vicious in itfdf^ 
but as rendering oar whole governveat abfolotely 
-UlegitiTnate, and not at 2SX better than a dow^iright 
upirpatan. Another: revolution toget rid of-this 
jll^timate axid ufurped gbvernKienC, would of 
courfe-be perfe<^y jufti£able, if not at^ol^tely ««- 
ceffiuy; Indeed their prmeipk,if ycni obf^rve it 
with anyattentton, goefi'iiKLch'ititthcr than taaia 
iteration in the de£Uon of the.libu& of cbm- 
monu; for, if popular rfpFefentarkm, or choice, i« 
necefiary to the le^kimscy of all government, the 
JiQU& nf riords is, at one ftroke,- baftafdized and 
icomiptfld in Uood. 'fhat houle is no tept^^i- 
4^ve of the people at allji even m ," fenjblance or 
■ '■ 1 3 "in 
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** in fbnn." The cafe of the crown it^altogether 
as bad. In vain the crown may endeavour to 
.&reen itfelf againft thefe gentlemen by the autho< 
rity oi the eftablUhment made on the rcvt^ution. 
The' revolution which is reforted to for a titl^on 
their fyftcmi wants a title itfdf. The revolution 
is built, according to their theory, upon a bafis 
not more folid than our prefenC formalities, as it 
was made by a houfe of lords not rqtrefenting 
any one- btit themfdves ; and by a hou& df com; 
mons exadly fuch as the prelent, that is, as they 
term it, by a mere ** fliadow»nd mocbary" -of re- 
' preiJcntation. . 

Something they muft deftroy, or they fcem t* 
themfehres to exift for no purpofc. One iet is for 
deftroying the civil power through the ecdle&- 
aftical; another for demoliflung the ecdefiafticfc 
through the dviL They are aware that the worft 
cobicquences might happen to the pul^ck in ac- 
Compliflnng thta double ruin of church and ftate;' 
but they are fo heaied with their theories, that 
they give more than hints, that this ruin, with aU 
the DiliiJuefe that ninft lead to it and attend it,- 
«nd which to themfelves^pear quite certain, 
would not fee imaocqitahb to them, or voy re- 
mote from their wiihes. A man amongft them c^ 
igreat authority, and cert^niy of great talents, 
fpeaking of a fuppofed alliance between church 
and ftate,.iays, " perhaps vx mufi w^ifor the fell 

'-4 
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** ^tie dv'dpowen before this moft unnatuni al- " 
*^ Uancf be broken. CaUmitous oo doubt will 
**_ tkat time be. But what couvuUlon in the po< 
** Htical world ought to be a fubjeft.of lamenta- 
[ 1' tion. if it hp ^tended with fo defirable aji ,ef- 
f* fed?'* You fee with what a fteady eye thefc 
|;entlef9«^ an ptiepared to view the greater cala- 
laitiief which can befall their country! 
, {t ift HP woDder therefore, tlsiat with thefe ideas 
Af isvtsf thuQg in their conftitution aad govern^ 
neat at home, ^ther in church or flate, as' ille^ 
tim?^ aad usurped, or, ^i. beft as a vain mockfr3r, 
jthey look abroad with an eager and paffionate eo- 
thu&tfin, W^hilft jtbe^ are poflefled by thefe ^»> 
tionS} it is vain to talk to them of the prafUce of 
th^ ancefton, the fundanuntal laws of their 
<OiHitry> the $xed form of a conftitution, whofe 
merits are confirmed by the folid teft of loDg exr 
perience, and «a encreafing pnbUck ftreogth an4 
fUfdoaal profperity. . They defpife expoience a^ 
thcwiidgm^f unlettered men; and as for therefl^ 
dwy have wroiigl^t uader-^oimd a mine that will 
Wow i^p at tfne gra^d e^^fioa aU exan^les of an- 
nuity, all j^recedeoMt charters, and afts of parlis" 
menf:, 'f^ey have ** the rights of meiv*' AgainIL 
Ithefe there caii be no preicription; againilthe& 
^ argument b Uad^og : the% admit no tempe- 
rament, aa4 I"*) compromife ; any thing withheld 
.^om (heir &U demand is fo much of fraud and 
1 4 injufiice. 
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injuftice. Ag^nft thefe their riglits of men let no 
government look for fecurity in the length ofitd 
continuance, or in the juftice andlenity of its ad- 
miniftration. The objections of thefe fpeculatiftsi 
if its forms de not quadrate with their theories, 
are as valid aganft &ch an old and beneficent go-' 
vcrnment as aganft the moft violent tyranny, oi 
the greeneft nfurpatidn. They are always -at ifiid 
with governments, not- on a quefHoa of abufc, 
but a queftlon- of competency, and a queftion of 
title.- 1 have nothing to fay to the chimiy ftibdlty 
of their pc^tical metaphyficks. Let thei»be, their 
amufement inthefthools.^— "D!ay^yi7(??a//«--aK/fl-^ 
*' jffo/aj, ef claiifd ventontm careere regnet." — But let 
them not break prifon to burft like a Levanter, 
to fweep the earth with their hurricane, and to 
break up the fountains of-the great deep to ovetw 
wiielm us. .'■,,.. 

■Far am I from denying In theo!ry;Mi as for it 
my heart from withholding in praftice (if I wer* 
■6i power tb give or to withhold) the real rights of 
meni In denying- their futft cWms ofMght, Tdd 
not mean to injure thofe wWeh arc *eal, and are 
■filch as their pretended -ri^ts'-wwitcP totally de- 
iftroy. I^ civil' ibciety, be madeftr the aiivantag* 
of tnan, all the Advantages -for wWdilt-is made 
become his right. -It iian ihftittitJon «f,benefl- 
cence; andlawitffelf is only beneficence- a^ng- by 
% rule. Men have a right to live by that xule*; 
' ' . ' thejf 
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they have a right to do juftice; as between thdr fcl* 
lows, whether their fellows arc in politick funffioa 
or in ordinary occupation. They have a right to 
the fruits of their induftry; and to the means of 
making their induftry fruitfiii. They have a right 
to the acquifitions of their parents; to the noi}t 
rifiiment and improvement of their o^nng ; to 
inftrudion in life, and to confolation in death. 
Whatever each man can feparately do, without 
trefpaOing upon others, he has a right to do foe 
hin^eif *, and he has a right to a &ir portion of alt 
which fociety, with all its combinations of ikill 
and force, can do in his favour. In this partner- 
ihip all men have equal rights ; but not to equal 
things. He that has but five flulUngs in the partr , 
nerihq), has as good a right to it, as he .that has 
£ve hundred pounds has to his larger prc^ortlon. 
£ut he has not a ri^t to an equal dividend in the 
pcoduift^of the joint ftoek; and as to the fhare of 
power, authority, and direction which each indi- 
vidual ought to have in the managenient of th» 
Aate, that I muft deny to be an^opgfl the disecl 
tffiginal rights of man in civil todfityii&r Ihaye 
in my contemplation the civil focial mafi» and a^ 
other. It is. a thing to be fettled by coaventi<»i. - 
If civil fociety be the ofispring of convention, 
(:hat convention tnuft be its law. That cfinyerv 
rionmufi; limit and modify all the dcfcription^ of ' 
(onftitution which are formed uodgr ic £very 

ibrt 
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Ibrt df lej^ture, jvdidal, or cjEccutory power 
are its creatures. They can, have no being in an/ 
other fiate of things; and bow can any oian claim. 
Tinder the ccnvsntions o£ cIvU fociety, rights 
which do not fo much j^s fuppofe its e^iftenc^ 
Rights whtdi are al^olutely rqjugnant to it ? On9 
of the Sa& motives to civil fodety* and which be* 
contes one of its fundamental ndes, is, that no man 
^uld be judge in bis »tuH caufe, By this each per-* 
fon has at once divefijsd himi^ of the firft fiindar 
mental right of uncovenanted man, that is, to 
judge for himfelf, and to aflert his own cau£e. He 
ab£cates all rightto be his own governou):. "Ha 
tncluftvely, in a great meafure abandons the right 
-of fdf-<lefence« the firlllawof najture. Men caiw 
not enjoy the rights of an uncivil and of a civi( 
, ftate together. That he piay obtain juiHce, he 
gives up his right of deternuning, what it is in 
points the moft oflential to him. That he qaay fe* 
cure fome liberty, he niakes a furpender in (ruft o^ 
the whcde <^ it. 

Government is not m«de in virtqe of natural 
jtigbts, which may and do f^fi in toc^ indepeodv 
«nce of it; and exifi in much greater deame&, 
and in a much greater degree of abftrad per&Or 
tion : but their abflra^ perfedion is thar pradxcal 
defe& By ha^^ng a right to Svery thing they 
want every thing. Government is a contrivance 
of hiHnan wifdom to provide for human wantj. 

Men 
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Men have a ri^t tlut tiiefe wants ihould be pro- 
uncled for by this vi£lom. Among thefe waha 
is to be reckoned the want, out of dvU ibctety, of 
. a fiifficient refiraint open their piffioos.' Society 
requires not only that the paJBons of indtviduab 
ihould be fubje&ed, but that even in. the ua& and 
body as , well as in the individuals, the kufinatiaiis 
of men Biould frequently be thwarted, thdr wiU 
controlled, and their paflkuu bronght intoful^ec* 
tion. This can only be done ty a power mtaftlam* 
/fives ; and not, in the ezerdfe of its function, fiiW 
ject to that will and to thafe pafliona -which it is its 
office to bridle and fubdue. In this fenfe the re- 
paints on men as well as their liberties, are to ba 
reckoned among tb«r rights. But as the liberties 
and the reftridioiis vary with times and clrcum. 
"fiances, and admit of infinite modificationa, they 
'cannot be fetlied upon any abftraA rule; and no* 
thing is fo finotilh a$ to <^cu(s them upon that 
frincq>le. 

The moment you abate any thing from the fuK 
rights of men, each to govern hjmfel^ and fuffiir 
any artificial pofitive limitation ^p(BT^hale rights, 
'6rom that moment the whole organisation of go* 
vanment becomes a confideration of convenience. 
This it is which makes the conftitution of a {Ute, 
and the due diftribution of its poiv^s, a matter 
*3& die m<^ ddicate and complicated fldll. It re- 
qi^<8 a deep knowledge of human nature and hu- 
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tDin aeceiSties,.and<o£the things which facilitate 
or.ofaftru^tthe various ends which are to be: pur* 
fuqd by the. mechanifm of civil inftitutions. Tha 
ftate ifr:to.haverecruits to its ftrength^ and remer 
di«5 to.it£ilifienipers. What is the ufe of difcuft 
fing i man's ahftraA right to food or medicine ? 
TJie.queftion.is uponf the method of procuring and 
adminifieria.^ them. In that deliberation I ihaH 
always advifc to call in .the aid of the former and 
the phy^danjTAtherithaa the profel&r of meta*- 

^kyGtik&. : > ■ 

.ilhe fcienoc>of. conftrii9:iDg a commonwealiK, 
or renovating it, or reforniiiig it, is, like every 
jother experimoital.fcience, not to'be taught-a'^r/r 
pri. Nor is it a Ihort experience that cao inftnict 
us in that prat^al jOrience ; becaufe the real effe^ 
of moral CDufes.u'e not always immediate; but 
that which: in the: Grft tniiance :is [M'ejudicial .niay 
be escellent in it^remater operation; and its:ei&- 
cellence may arife evpn from the ill effeOs jt pro- 
4uces.in thebe^hning. The reverie alfciiappehs ; 
add vtry plaufit^e fchemes, tyith. very plcafirig 
como)encem€i)ii^*.havb oft^ Ihamefuland lament.- 
able conclmfi^ns. ..-In ftatQs there are ofteh feme 
f)bf(:ure and.almai): latent caufes^ things iwhich ap- 
pear «t firft viewof little mtMBieiit, on which, a .veiy 
great part of its profperity. oradviirCity-jas^ vaa& 
^eiltiaUy depend. Tlie ^epce.of govitri^mebC 
.feeiijg.jherisfcrefp, pra^caliditfclf, «nd.>i*iteoiied 
: .,; " - for 
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for fuch praftical pifrpofes, t matter wMch re- 
quires e^erience, and even more experience than 
any perfon can gain in his whole life, however £u 
gadous and obferwing. he may be, it is with infi- . 
nite caudon that any. man ought to venture upcm 
pulling down an edifice which has anfwered in any 
tolerable degree forages the common purpofes (rf 
fedety, .or on building-it up again, without hav- 
ing modelsraiid ^tjerns of aj^rpved wtilky before 
his eyes- • , -. - ' , - 

Thefe metaphyfidc rights entering into com- 
itoon)ife,Hke rxya .of.l^t which pierce- into a 
denfc medium, are, by the laws of nature, refraS:- 
ed&om th^r-fir^ght line. Indeed in the groi»' 
and complicated mals of human paffions and con- 
certiS) the primitive rights ofmenundergofuch a- 
\ineiY of refractions and refe^ons, that it btr 
come? abfurd to talk of them a^ if they continued' 
ia the finiplidty of their original direction. The 
nature of man is intricate ; the objeAs of fodet/ 
are of,thegreateft pofiiblc, complexity; and there- 
fore no fimple difpolition or direction of power 
can be fuitable either to man's . nature, or to the 
quality of his affairs. When I hear the fimplicity 
of contrivance aimed at and boafied of in any 
new political conltitutions, I am at no lols to de* 
dde that the artificers are grofely ignorant of their 
trade, dr totajly negligent of their duty. The 
4im|^e governments are fundamentally defeftive. 
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to fay no worie of them. If you wen to con- 
tcm[^te fociety in but one point <^ view, aS 
riiefe fimple modes of poUty are infinitely cipd. 
-rating. In eSed each would anfwer its iingle end 
much more perfetftiy than the more comi^ex: is 
able to attun aH its com{Jex purp^s. But it is 
betwr that the whcde ihould be imper&dly and 
anomaloully anfwered, than that, wtdk fome 
parts are pronded for with great exadncfs, others 
might be totally ne^e^ted, or perhaps materially 
uijured,by tjie over-caf e of a. firouzite member. 

The pretended rights of thefe theorifis are aft 
extremes; and in proportion as they are mstapfay<j 
ficaUy true, they are morally and politically £dle. 
The rights of men are in a fort of tmddUy incapsdilft 
«f definition, but not impc^iUe to be ttiibemed. 
The rights of men in governments arc thai ad- 
vantages ; and theie are often in balances betnresK' 
differences of good; in compromiles fometimet 
between good and evil, and fomettmes, between 
evil and evil. Political reafon is a computing prins 
<^de; adding, fubtrading, multiplying, and divid> 
ing, morally and not meti^^iylically or mathema- 
tically, true mond denominations. 

By thefe theories the right of the pecq>le is al* 
moft always fophiftically conJraimded with theic 
power. The body of the community, ^enever 
it "can come to a£i;,~can meet with no effeSoal re* 
fiftaiicei but tUl power and rif^t are the &me, 

the 
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&it wKolebody ofthem has no right iBConfiftene 
Unth virtue, and the fall of all viitoes, prudence. 
Men have no right to what is not rcafonalde, and 
to what is not for tbdt benefitf for though a 
plea£iRt writer fauj^ Liceaupetire pottiSf when one 
of thoxi) in cold blood, is Odkl to have leaped into 
the flames of a Tolcaaick rerdiiKion, Ardtnttmfru 
^Ui Mtnattt infihiHf i c(Mifider fiich a froUck ra* 
ther as an nnjvftiflaUe pocdck Boiiicav^w ^ <hi4 
of the franchises of Partiafius } and whethctr be 
were poet co* divine, or poUtidan, that c^iofe to 
exerdfe this kind of right, I think tbatt more wife, 
becaofe more charitat^ thoughts wottld urge mo 
rather to fxve the msm, than to preferre lus braaen 
flippers as the mcmuments of his i<Ay. 

The kind cX anniver&ry fermons to wliich a 
great part of what I write refers, if men are not 
ihamed out of their prefent courle, in commemoi 
rating the UBt, will che^ nuny out of the prin* 
ciples, and d^ive them of the benefits (^ the re< 
vt^ution they comntemoraCe. { confds to you, 
iffir, i nerer liked this continual talk of refiftance, 
and revolution, or the pradiceof making the ex- 
treme medicine of the conftitution its daily bread: 
It renders the habit of fociety dangeroufly vale- 
tui&ary : it is taking periodical dofes of mo-cury 
fublimate, and fwallowing down repeated proroi^ 
cari ves of caotharides to our love cS liberty. 

This diftempei: of remedy, grown habitual, re- 
laxes 
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hxes and Weal's out, by a vulgar and proftituted 
ufe, the ipring of that fpirit which is to be eixertgd 
on. great occafions. It vfzs in the moft patient. 
period of Roman fervittide that themes of tyranni- 
odc made the orcUnary exercife of boys at fchool 
-r-cum permit faves claffis nunlerofa tfranmi. In the 
ordinary ftate of things, it produces in a country 
like ours the worft cftefts, even on the caufe of 
that liberty which it abufes with the diflblutoids 
of an extravagant fpeculation. Almoft all the 
I%h*bred republicans of my time have, after a 
fiiort fpace, become the moft decided, thorough- 
paced courtiers J they foon left the bufineft of a 
tedious, moderate, but practical reJifiance, to thofe 
of us whom> in the pride and into^catioin of their 
thqorie», they have flirted as not much better 
than tories.. . ^ypocrify, of courfe, ddighi^s in the 
moll fubUme. (peculations ; for, never intending 
to go beyond fpeculation, it cofts notbing'to have 
it magiuficent. But. even in cafes where rather 
levity than fraud was to, be fufpeded in thefe rant- 
ing fpeculations, the ifTue has been much the fame. 
Thefe profeffors, finding their ^treme principlies 
aot applicable to cafes which ,<alloply for a quali- 
fied, or, as I may fay, civil, anjd'legal refiftance, in 
iiich cafes employ no refiftance at all. It is with 
them a war or a revolutiop, or it is nqthing. Fini- 
,ing their fchemes of politicks not adapted to the 
&3XS of the world in which they live, they often 

come 
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come to think lightly of all pubHck principle; and 
areready^.on their pari^ to abandon for i vcty 
triviid intereft what they find of very trivial value. 
Some indeed are of more fteady and paievering 
natures ; but thefe are eager poUticiana out of par* 
Hament, who have little to tempt them to abandon 
their fevourite projcfts. They have fome change 
in the church or ftate, or both, conftantly in theil? 
view. When that is the cafe, they arc always bad 
citizens, and perfedly uniure connections. For, 
conBdta-ing their ipeculative defigns as of infinite 
value, and the aftoal arrangement ^ of the ftat? as 
of no eftimation, they are at beft indifferent about 
it. They fee no merit in the good, and no feult 
in the ATdous management of publick affairs ; they 
rather rejoice in the latter, as more propitious to 
rcvtdution. ITwy fee no merit or demerit in any 
man, or any aftioo, or any political principle, any 
forther than as they may forward or retard theic 
dcfigri of change; they therefore take up, onie 
diy, the moll violent. and ftretched prerogative, 
and another time thewildeft deonocratii:^ ideaa of 
firecdoinj and pi^sfroih the. one to the other with- 
oat Miy.iijrt jof regbid.to e«iife:,)to pcrfonvOr Ut 
party.- '^ . ■ ^ .■ :) I - _ ■ 

In France you are now in the crilis of a revoltt? 

tipn, Mui in tHc tranfit .'from one form of govem- 

meiit to amnher-*-you cannot fee that charade? 

of mcQ exactly in the'i^me fituation in which we 

' Vol. V, K . fee 
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fee it in this c6untry. With us it is militant ; 
with you it is triumphant ; and you know how it 
can aA when its power is commenfurate to its 
Ivill. I would not be fuppofed to confine thofe 
obfervations'to any defcription of men, or to com- 
prehend all men of any defcription within them 
— ^No 1- iar from it. I am. as incapable of that in- 
juflice, as I am of keeping terms with thofe who 
profefs principles tjf extremes; and who, under the 
name of religiun, teach little dfe than wild and. 
dangerous politicks. The worft of thefb politicks 
of revolution is this ; they temper and harden the 
bteaft, in order to prepare it for the defperate 
firokes which are fometimes lifed in extreme OC' 
Cafions^ . But as thefe occafions may never arrive, 
the mind receives a gratuitous taint ; and the mo- 
ral fentiments fuffer not adittle, when no political 
purpofe is ferved by the depravation. This fort 
of people are fo taken up with their theofies about 
the rights of man, that they have totally forgot 
his nature. Without (^ening one new avenue to 
the underfianding, they have fucceeded in top- 
ping up thole. that lead to the heart. They have 
perverted in thcm&Ives,.and in thofe that attend 
to them, all the well-placed fympathies of the hu- 
man breaft. 

■ This famous fcrmon of the Old Jewry breathes 

tiothing but this fpirit through, all the political 

part. Plots, mafiacres, aflaflinations, feem to foine 

people 
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^(ile a trivial price for obtaining a revolution. 
A cheap, bloodlefs reformation, a guUtlefe libertyi 
Ippear flat and'va|»d-to their tafte. There muft 
be a great change of fcene -, there muft be a magi 
ntfkent ftage effeft ; there muft be a grand fpec* 
tade to roufe the imagination, grown torpid with 
the laiy enjoyment of fixty years fecurity, and the 
ftillunanimatingrepofeofpublickprofperity. The 
preacher found them all in the French revolution. 
This inspires a juvenile warmth through his whole 
firarae*' His enthufiaim kindles as he advances ; 
and 'When he arrives at his peroration, it is in a, 

' full blixe./ Then; viqwing, irom the Fifgah of his. 
pulpit, the^free, moral, happy, flouriihing, and 
glorious fiate-of France, as in a bird-eye landfcape 
of a promifed land, he brealcs out into the follow- 
ing r^ture: 

** What an eventful period is this! I am thank- 
**-fui that I have lived to it ; I could almoft fay, 
'* Lord, nvm letteji thou thy fervaitt depart in peace, 

. "** for- tJtfjie. eyes havefeen thy falvation. — I have lived 
*' to fee a diffujion of knowledge, which has under- 
" mined fuperftition arid errouV. — I have lived to 
« fee tbe rights of men better underftood than ever ; 
** and nations panting for liberty which feemed 
" to.have loft the idea of it.— I have lived to fee 
.** thirty. millions of people,\ii6k^znX. and refolute^ 
,** fpureing at flavery, and demanding liberty with 
** an irrefiftible voice. Their king led in tfiumph, 
K a , " and 
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f* and an arbitrary monarch furrendefiAi Umft^ ts 
f* bis fubje&t" * 

, Before I proceed furtbei-, I have to remark. Ui^ 
Dr. Price fecms ratlicr to overvalue the great ao 
quifitionli of light which he has obtained and dif* 
iiifed in this age. The lafi century appears to me 
to have been quite as much enlightened. It had^ 
though in .a difieresit phce, a triumph as motiO' 
rable i3 that of Dr. Price ; and &mc of the great 
jpceacheri 6f that period partook t»f it ase^rly as 
{le has done in the triumph of France. On the 
CriaS of the Rev. Hugh Peters for high tre^a, it 
wis de^t^cd^ that vhea king Charles was brought 
to London' ibr hU trial, the Apoftle of Liberty in 
that day condnfted the triumph.' *^ I few," iayj 
the ^itnafe^ ?' his majeftyiln the coach widi-.fix 
** horfes, and Peters riding before the king trir 
-" u^lriti^l^ \ Dr. Price, when he talks aa if he had 
.made a difcovcry, only follows a precedent ; for, 
^tcr the, commencement rf the king's .trial, this 
iprecuribr, the. feme Dr. Peters, Concludinga long 

V -** Another «f thefc Kverend gentlemen, wbo wet witncfs la 
feme of the fpcABcIeewhicli Paris has lately exbibitod, txprefla 
timfelf thus:— " A king dragged in Jiibmi^ve iriun^ 6j/ hit «»- 
" gaeringjiii^efisisone Of tbofe appearances of grandeur which 
"" felirom rile ip ihe'profpeA of human affairs, and wliich, dni- 
1" ing the remainder of my lifc, t (hall think tJf with \pondcr 
.** and gratificatioti." Thcfe gentlemen agree malfidnouDy i» 
lhcir.feeiw3Sr : 

prayer 
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prayef 4tt the royal chapel at Wlutehall, (he had 
very trimnphantly chofen his place) faid, •* I hare 
** prayed and preached thefe twenty years }■ and 
•* now I may fey with old BimeoT^, Lord, now Utte/i 
•* thou th^fervant 4epart in p(ace,for mine eyes have 
*^Jeen ibyfalvatiem"* Peters had not the fruits 
of his prayer j for he neither departed fo foon as 
he wiihed, nor in peace. He became (what I 
heartily hope none oi his followers may be in this 
country) htmfelf a facrifice to the triumph which 
he led as pontifT. They dealt at the reiloratibn, 
perhaps, too hardly with this poor good man. 
But we owe it to his memory and hfs fufierings, 
that he had as much illumination, and as much 
zeal, and had as effeftually undermined all the fu* 
perfiition and errgur which might impede the great 
bufmefe he was engaged in, as any who follow and 
rc|)eat after him, in this age, which would affume 
to itfelf an e'xdufive title to the knowledge of the 
tights of men, and all the glorious confequences 
of that knowledge. 

After this fally of the preacher of the Old Jewry, 
which differs only in place and time, but agrees 
perfectly with the fpirit and letter of the rapture 
ef 1 648, the revolution fodety, the fabricators of 
governments, the heroick band of cajbieren of mm* 
aarcbs, eledors of foverdgns, and leaders of kings 

* State Trials, vol. ii. p. 260, 563. 

K3 w, 
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in triumph, ftrutting witU a proud coiifciobflidfs c^ 
the diffiifion of knowledge, of which every mem- 
ber had obt^ned fo large a fliare in the donative, 
were in hafte to make a generous difiufion of the 
knowledge they had thus gratuitoufly received. 
To make this bountiful communication, they ad- 
journed from the church in the Old Jewry, to the 
> London Tavern ; where the lame Dr. ft-ice, in 
whom the fumes of his oracular tripod were not 
entirely evaporated, moved and carried the refohi- 
tion, or addrels of congratulation, tranfmitted by 
lord Stanhope to the national aifembly of France. 
I £nd a preacher of the gofpel profaning the 
beautiful and prophetick ejaculation,, commonly 
called " nunc dimittis" made on the firft prefenta- 
tion of our Saviour in the temple, and applying it, 
with an inhuman and unnatural rapture, to the 
moft horrid, atrocious, and afflicting fpectacle that 
perhaps ever waS exhibited to the pity and indig- 
nation of mankind. This " leading in tritanpb" 
a thing in its beft form unmanly and irreligious, 
which fills our preacher with fuch unhallowed 
tranfports, mufi {hock, I believe, the moral tafte 
of every wellTborn mind. Several Englifh were 
the fliipified and indignant fpeciators of that tri- 
umph. It was (unlefc we have been firangely de- 
c«ved) a fpectacle more refembling a proceffion 
of American favages, entering into Onondaga, 
after fome of thqr murders called viftories, and 
V leading 
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ieadihg into hovels hung round with fcalps, thdr 
captives, overpowered with the fcofis and buffets 
of women as ferocious as themfelves, much more 
than it refembled the triumphal potnp of a civi- 
lized martial nation ;— if a. civilized nation, or any 
men whci had a fenfe of generofity, were capable 
of a perfonal triumph over the fallen and affli^pd. 

This, my dear Sir, was not the triumph c^ 
France. I muft befieve that, as a nation, it over- 
whelmed you with ihame and horrour. I muft 
believe that the national a&mbly find themfelvcs 
in a ftate of the greateft humiliation in not bang 
able to punifii the authors of this triumph, or the , 
aftors in it ; and that they are in a Situation in 
which 'any inquiry they may make upon the fub- 
jeft, muft be deftitute even of the appearance of' 
Uberty or impartiality. The apology of that af- 
fembiy is found in their fituation ; but when we 
approve what they mtiji bear, it is in us the dege- 
nerate choice of a vitiated mind. 

With a compelled appearance of deliberation, 
they vote under the dominion of a ftern neceifity. 
They fit in the heart, as it were, of a foreig^n re- 
publick : they have their rcfidence in a city whole 
conftitution has emanated neither from the char- 
ter of their king, nor from their legiflative power. 
There they are fui-rounded by an army not raifcd 
either by the authority of their crb\vn, or by their 
command ; and which, if they ftiould ordo' to 
X4 diflbive 
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diffolveitfelf, would inftantly diffolvc tliem. There 
they fit, after a gang of afiafEns had driven away 
fome hundreds of the members ; whilH thofe who 
held the fame moderate principles, with more 
patience or better hope, continued every day ex- 
pofed to outrageous infults and murderous' threats. 
There a majority, fometimcs real, fometiires prc- 
{ended, captive itfelf, .compels a captive king to 
ifliie as roy^ edids, at third hand, the polluted 
nonfeiife of their moft licentious and giddy co&e- 
boufes. It is notorious, that all their meafures 
are decided before they are debated. It is beyond 
doubt, that under the terrour of the bayonet, 
and the lamp-poft, and the torch to their houies, 
they are obliged to adopt all the crude and defpe- 
rate meafures fuggefted by clubs compofed pf 2 
monftrous medley of all conditions, tongues^ and 
nations. Among thefe are found perfons, in 
comparifon of whom Catiline woijld lie thought 
Xcrupulous, and Cethegus a man of, fobriety and 
moderation. Nor is it in thefe clubs alone that 
the publick meafures are deformed into monfters. 
They undergo a previous diftortion in academics, 
intended as To many feminarics for thefe clubs, 
which are fet. up in all the places of publick re- 
fort. In thefe meetings of ail forts, every coun- 
fel, in proporrion as it is daring, and violent, and 
perBdious, is taken for the mark of fupeviour ge- 
nius. Humanity and compalGon are ridiculed as 
'the 
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the fruits of fupeVftitkm and ignorance. Tendef- 
nefs to individuals ia cbnfidered as treafon to t)K ' 
publick.' Liberty is always to be estimated perfcA 
as property is rendered infecure. Amidft afiaiHna- 
tion, maflacre, and confifcation, perpetrated or , 
meditated, they are forming plans for the good 
order of fiiture fociety. Embracing in thdr arms 
the carcafes of bafe criminals, and promoting 
their relations on the tide of thdr offojcesi they 
drive hundreds of virtuous perfbns to the fame 
end, by farcing them to fubfifi by beggary or by 
crime. 
' The afTembly, their organ, a^ before them the 
farce of deliberation with 'as little decency as li* 
berty. They ad like the comedians of a fair be- 
fore a riotous audience ; they act amidft the tu- 
multuous cries of a mixed mob of ferocious men, 
and of women loft to fhame, who, according to 
their infolent fancies, dired, control, applaud, ex- 
{dode them ; and fometimes mix and take thdr 
feats amongft them j domineering over them with 
a ftrange mixture of fervile- petulance and proud 
prefiimptuous authority. As they have inverted 
order in all things, the gallery is in the place of 
the houfe. This affembly, lyhich overthrows kinga 
and kingdoms, has<not even the phyfiognomy and 
afped of a grave legiflative body — nee color imperii^ 
nee from erat ulla fenatus. They have a power 
given to them, like that of the evil principle, to 
fubvert 
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fubvert and de&roy; but none to confiruA, except 
fuch machines as may be fitt^ for further fubver- 
fion and further deftru£tion. 

Who is it that admir^, and from the Jieart is 
attached to national reprefentative aflembUes, but 
mufi turn with horrour and difgufi from fuch a 
profane buriefque^ and abominable perverlion of 
that facred inftitute ? Lovers of monarchy, lovers 
of repuUicks, muft alike abhor it. The members 
of your affembly muft theiufelves groan under the 
ty-ranny of which they have all the fliame, npne- 
of the direftion, and little of the profit. I am fure 
many of the members who compofe'even the 
majority of that body muft feel as I do, notwith* 
ftanding the applaufes of the revolution fociety. 
Miferable king! miferable a0embly! How muft 
.that affembly be iilently icandaUzed with thofc of 
their members, who could call a day which feemed 
to blot the fun out of-heaven, " un beau Jour/"* 
How muft they be inwardly indignant at hearing 
others, who thought fit to declare to them, " that 
" the veffel of the ftate would fly forward in her 
** courfc towards regeneration with more fpeed 
'^' than ever," from the ftiff gale of treafon and 
hiurder, which preceded our preacher's triumph ! 
"What muft they have felt, whilft, with outward 
patience and inward indignation, they heard of 

• 6th ofOaober, nSg. 



zecbvGoogIc 



RlVOLtlTlON m FRAljfCE. I39 

tti% Daughter of innocent gentkinen in their faoufes, 
that *' the blood fpilled was not the moft pure f^ 
What muft they have felt, when they were be- 
fieged by conjplaints of .diforders which fhook 
their country to its foundations, at being conv 
p^ed coolly to tell the comjdainants, that they 
were under the prote^on of the law, and that 
they would addrefs jthc king (the captive king) 
to caufe the laws to be enforced for thdr projec- 
tion } when the enllaved miniftcrs of that captive 
king had formally notified to thenA, that there 
were neither law, nor authority, nor power Irft ■ 
to proted ? What muft they have felt at being 
obliged, as a felicitation on the prefent new year, 
to requeft their captive king to forget the ftormy 
period of the laft, on account of the great good 
which be was likely to produce io his people j to 
the complete attainment of which good they ad^ 
journed the praftical demonftrations of their loy- 
alty, affuring him of their obedience, when he 
' -fliould no longer poffefe any authority to com- 
mand? 

This addrefs was made with much good-nature 
and a^Aion, to be fure. But among the revolu- 
tions in France muft be reckoned a coniJderable 
revolution in their ideas of politenefs. In Eng- 
land we are faid to learn manners at fecond-hand 
from your lide of the water, an^ that we drefs 
our behaviour in the frippery of France. If fo, 

we 
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we are- ftUl in the old cut ; and have aot To far con- 
formed to the new Parifian mode of good-breed- 
ing, as to think it quitq^in the moft refined llrain 
of delicate compliment (whether in condolence 
or congrattilation) to fay, to the moft humiliated 
creature that crawls upon the earth, that great 
publick benefits are derived from the murder of , 
bis fervatits, the attempted allaflination of himfelf 
and of his wife, and the mortification, difgrace, and 
degradation, that he has perfonally fu%i^ed. It is a 
topick of confolation which tour ordinary of New- 
gate would be too humane to ufe to a criminal at 
the foot of the gallows. I fljoutd have thought 
that the hangman of Paris, now that he is liberal^ 
ized by the vote of the national afiembly, aiTd is 
allowed his rank and arms in the herald's college 
of the rights of men, would be too generous, too 
gallant a man, too full of the fenfe of his new dig* 
nity, to employ that cutting confolation to any 
of the pcrfons whom the lez£ nation might bring 
under the adrainifirat ion of his executive powers. 

A man is fallen indeed, when he is thus flattered. 
The anodyne draught of oUivion, thus drugged, 
is well calculated to preferve a galling wakefulnels, 
and to feed the living ulcer of a corroding me- 
mory. Thus to adminiftcr the opiate potion of 
amnefty, powdered witlv all the ingredients of 
fcorn and coni^empt, is to hold to his lips, inftead 
pf ** the balm of hurt minds," tlie cup of human 
mifery 
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mifery ^41 to the brim, and to fiH'ce.hiDi td drink 
it to the dregs. „ 

Yielding to rffiUbns, zt leaA as £brdt]Ie as Cht^ 
Itpbich were (o ^deiicntely urged in the compliment 
on the new year^ tHe ki&g of France will probably 
endeavour to forget thefc events and thatcompfi* 
ment. But Hifiory, who keeps a durable record 
. of all our. ads, and exerdfes hex awful cenfiirc over 
the procciidings of alL&rts of forereigns, will not 
forget eitho' tbofe eventt, or the xra of this Mte* 
ral refinement in the iatercourfe of manldnd. 
Hiftory will record, that on the morning of chs 
6ch <of (Mober 1789, the king and queen of Fraincet 
u^era'day of canfafio[i,aIan»,difinay,dndflBiigh^ 
ttt, lay down, under the pledged iecui'icy of pub* 
lick fahh, to indulge nature in a few hours ef tet 
%ite» atad trcul^d .QKlandioly repoie. From- tlof 
fleep the^ueen was firft Uortled by the voice ttf the , 
ccntJnel at }ier door, who cried out to her, to lave 
4Kiielf by ffighf— that this was the iaft proof of 
fidelity he could ^ve — that they were uponlum, 
and he was dead. Inftandy he was ait down. A 
band of trud m&QS and aflaOins, rocking witll 
■his. bloody tnlhcd into the diamber of the queen, 
ttid pierded with a huadrsd firokts of.tayonet* 
ttnd poniards the bod, hma whence this per&cuted 
woman had but juA tkoe to fly almoA naked, and 
through ways unknown to the murderers had 
efcaped 
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c&aped to feek refuge at the feet of a king and' 
hufband, not (ecure of his own life for a moment. 
.1 This king, to fay no more of him, and ihi^ 
queen, and their infant children (who once would 
have been' the pride and hope -of a great and ge* 
.nerous people) were then forced to abandon the 
lan£hiary of the moft fplendid palace in the worldj 
which they left fwimmlng in blood, polluted by 
ma£lacre, and ftrewed with fcattered limbs and 
mutilated carcafes. Thence they were condufted 
tQto the capital.of their kingdom. Twahadheeit 
felcifled from the unprovoked, unrefiftied,' promif- 
jCuous flatighter, which was made of the gentle^ 
men of birth and family who compofed the king** 
body guard. Thefe two gentlemen, with aQ the 
parade of an execution of jl^ce, were crudly and 
publickly drag^d to the block, and beheaded in 
Ithe great couft of the palace. Their heads were 
ftuck upon fpears, and led tbe-proceffion; winlft 
the royal captives who followed in the triaih were 
Slowly moved :dong, amidft the. horrid yells, and 
ihrilling fcreams, and frantick dances, and infa- 
mous 'contumelies, and all the unutterable abomi- 
nations of the furies of hell, in the abu&d 'fliape 
of the vilef): of women; After they had been made 
to tafie, drop by drop, more than the bittornefe of 
death, in the Qow torture of a journey of twelve 
miles, [»:otra<fted to &s. hours, they were, under a 
guard,' 
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guard, ceanpofed of tEofe very foldiers who had 
thus cQiidu£ted them through this £iinous tm 
umph, lodged in one of the old palaces ofVuis, 
now converted into a Baftile for kings. ^ 

Is this a triumph to be confecrated at altars? 
to be commemorated with grateful. thankfgiving? 
t9 be offered to the divine humanity with fervent 
prayeir and enthuiiaAick gaculationf— Thefe The- 
ban and Thradan orgies, afted in France, and ap- 
plauded only in the Old Jewry, I affure you, kindle 
propbctick enthufiaim in the minds ibut of vqry 
few people in this kingdom; although a faint and 
apoftle, who may have revelations of his own, and , 
who has lb completely vaQquiibed all the mcaa 
fuperft'itions of the heart, may incline to think it 
pious and decorous to compare it with the. $d-' 
trance into the' world of the Prince of Peace, pro.^ 
claimed in an holy tcmjde by a venei^fe fi^y 
and not long before not worfe announced by the 
voicc'of angels to the quiet innocence of fhep- 
herds. 

At firft I was at a lots to account for this iit of 
ungliardcd tranfport. I knew, indeed^ that the 
fufferings of monarchs make a delidous-flepaft'coi 
fome fort of palates. There were reflediions' w^ichf 
might ferve to keep this appetite warfiin'ifomd 
bounds of temperance. But wbed i 'toc^ bnS 
circumftance into my confideration, I was obliged 
to confefs,that much allowance ougSt'to be made 

for 
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Jot the fociety, and that the temptation was too 
fot>ng fra*. common difcretion; I mean, the cir- 
cutnftance of the lo Rcan of the triuinph, the ani. 
mating cry which called *• for all the BISHOPS 
•* to be hanged on the lamp-pofts,"* might weU 
have brought forth a barft of enthufiafm on the 
fbrefeen confequences of this happy day. I allow 
to fo much enthuiialin fome little deviation from 
prudence. I dlow this prophet to break" forth 
into hymns -of joy and thankfglvdog^ on an event 
which appears -like the precurforof the Millen- 
niuxn, aad the projeded fifth monarchy. In the de* 
ftruction of all church eftabUflunents. There was^ 
however, (as in^aU human a&irs these is) in the 
midft of this joy ibmcthing to exeTcila the pa- 
tience of the& worthy gentlemen, and to try the 
long-fu&iiDg of thctr &ith. The zBiMsS murder 
of the ki^ and <pLieen» a:pd their chUd, wafr want-' . 
ing to the other auipaicious circumftancee of this 
** beautiful day." The aftual murder of the bi- 
fiiops> though called for by fo many holy ejacula- 
tioos»was alfo.wanting. A group of regicide and 
£Krikgiou3 flaughtcr, was -indeed boldly fketched, 
but it was only fltetched. It unhappily was left 
vnfiiuihed, in this great hiftory-piece of the maf- 
fecre of innocants. What liardy pencil of a great 
mafi^, hovb the Ichoot c^ the rights of m^i, will. 

* Tone Jes EvequcE ^ la lanteriK. 
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finiQi.it, is to be feen hereafter. The age has not 
yet the complete benefit of that diHufion of know- 
ledge that has Undermined fuperitition and er- 
. rour ; and the king of France wants another oh- 
jeA or two, to confign to oblivion, in confidera- 
tioD of all the good which Is to arife from his own 
fufferings, and the patriotick crimes of an enlight- 
ened age.* 

I Although 

* 1( is proper here to refer to a letter written upon this fiib- 
jtft by an eye-witnefs. I'hat eye>vvitnefis was one of the mod 
honeA, inteDigent, and eloquent members of tbe national aiTem- 
bly, one of the mofl ai^ive and zralous reformers of the tlate. 
He was obliged to fecede from the alTenibly ; and he afterwards 
becni^c a voluntary exile, on account of the borrours of this 
pious triumph, and the difpnfitions of men, who, profiting of 
crimes, if not cauling them, have taken the lead in piiblick 
affairs. 

Eztraa of M. de Lally ToHcndul's Second Letter to a Friend. 

" ParloiM du parti que j'ai pris ; il ell bien jufcili£ dans ma 
confcience.— Ni cette ville cuupable, ni ceite aCemblcc plu». 
CO up able encore, nc meritoient que je me juflifie; maiaij'ai.i 
ccEur que vous, ct lei perfannes qui penfcnt co'mme vous, ne 
qK condamncnt pat.— ^Ma lante, je vous jure, me reniloit mes 
foodions impoilibies; mais meme en les mettant de coie il a 
cie au-dcflus de mcs forces de fui>pdrtei: plus longtems I'horreur 
que me caufoit ce faQg,-^:es tetesr-cettc reine pr^que egorgif, 
ce roi, — smcne rj'dave, — entrant i Pari*, au milieu de fcs aCif- 
Itns, et pr£c£de de* tetes de fes'malheurruK gardes — ces perlides 
janaifliiires, ces afTaflins, ces femmca cannibdlee, cecri dc tous 

LtS ETEttUES A LA LANTERKE, dans le 

. Vol. V. L 
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Although this work of our new light and know- 
ledge did not go to the length that in all proba- 
bility it was intended it fhould be carried ; yet I 

muit 
fa capitate arec deux evtqne* At fon eonfeil dans ft Toiture — 
un eotrp defufil, que j'ai vu lirer dans un de> carafes de la Tt'mc— 
M. BalUy appellant cela unieaujrmr — ralTemblee ayatit declare 
froidement le matin, qu'il n'eCoit pas de fa digniie d'aller toute . 
catierc enviranner le roi — M. Mirabean difuut impuhemenC 
dans cette afTcrablee que le vaiSeau de I'etat, Icnn d'etre arrets . 
dans fa courfe, s'elanceroit avec plus de rapidile que jamais vers 
fa regeneration — M. fiarnave, riant avec lui, quanddes flota 
dtf'lang couloient autour de nous — le vertueuxMounier* ecbap- 
pant par miracle a vingt aflaljtos, qui avoient voulu faire.de ia 
lete un tropbee de phis : Voila ce q~ui me fit jurer de ne ptdS' , 
inettre le pied dans eelie caserne d' Aiilrep^Aages flbe naCional 
sflembly] ou je n'avois plus de force d'eiever la voti, ou depuis 
fix femuines je I'avols 41evee en vain. 

" Moi, Mounier, et'toos les honnetes gens, on t pen 1% que 
le dernier effort k faire pour le bicn ^toit d'en forfir, Aucune 
idee de crainte ne s'eil approcbeedcmili. Je rougiron de m'en 
defeodre. J'avois encore re^il fur la route de la pari de ce peu- 
ple, mains coupable qiie ceax qui I'ont enivr^ de fureur, des 
acclamations, et des applaudiffements, dont d'autns aurq^ient 
etc £att6s, et qui m'ont fait ftimit. C'eR i I 'indignation, c'eft 
^ rhorreiir, c'eft aus convulfions phjfjqucs, que le feul al)>eA 
du fang me fait .^prcuver que j'ai cidi. On braTC 'nn feule 
mort ; on Ja brave plnfieurs fois, quand elle peut etre utile. 
Mais aucune puillance fous le ciel, mais aucune (pinion publi- 
que ou privee n'onl Ic droit de me condaraner si fouflfrir inutile- 
meat mille fupjdicespar minute, et ^ perir de d£fel[>oir, de rage, 

• N.B. Mr. Mounier waithen»pe»keroftho national afTembly. Hehai 
fince beeo obligetl lo live in exile, though one of the firmed iffertors of 
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Biuft think that fuch treatment of any human 
creatures muft be fliocking to any but thofe who 
are made for accomplifliing revolutions. But I 
cannot ftop here. Influenced by the inborn feel- 
ings of my nature, and not being illuminated by 
a fingle ray of this new-fprung modern light, I 
confels to you, Sir, that the exalted rank of the 
perfona fuffering, and particularly the fex, the 
beauty, and the amiable qualities of the defcend- 
ant of fo many kings and emperours, with the ten- 
der age of royal infants, infenfible only through 
infancy and innocence of the cruel outrages to 
which their parents were expofed, inftead of being 
a fubjeA of erultation, adds not a little to my fen- 
fibility on that moft melancholy occafion. 

I hear that the auguft perfon, who was the 
principal objeft of our preacher's triumph, though 
he fupported himfelf, felt much on that Ihameful 
occalion. As a man, it became him to feel for his 

au milieu du triomphti, da crime que je n'ai pu arrSter. lis me 
profcriront, ils conBfqueront ran biens. Je laboorerai la terre, 
cC je oe les verraj plus. Voilk ma juriificacioti, Vous pourrez 
. la lire, la mootfer, la Jaifler copier ; tant pis pour ceax qui ne 
la comprendront pai ; ce ne fera alore moi qui auroit eu ttwt de 
lileurdoDner," 

This military man had not fo good nerves as the peaceable 
gentleman of the Old Jewry. — See Monf. Mounier's narrative of 
thde tranfadtions ; a man alfo of honour and viituCi and ta- 
kms, and therefore a fugitive. 

L 2 vHfc 
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wife and his children, and the faithful guards of 
his perfon, tjiat were maflacred in cold blood about 
him ; as a prince it became him to feel for the 
.flrange and frightful transformation of his civi- 
lized fubjecls, and to be more grieved for them, 
than folicitous for himfelf. It derogates little 
from his fortitude, while Jt adds infinitely to the 
honour of his humanity. I am very forry to fay 
it, very forty indeed, tlut fuch perfonages-are in 
a lituaticm in which it is not becoming in us to 
praife the virtues of the gre^t. 

I hear, and I rejoice to hear, that the great lady, 
the other object of the triumph, has borne that 
day (one is interefted that beings made for fuffer- 
ing fiiould fuffer well) and that flie bears all the 
fucceeding days, that fhe bears the imprifonment 
of her hulband, and her own captivity, and the 
exile of her friends, and the infulting adulation of 
addrefles, and the whole weight of her accumu- 
lated wrongs, with a ferene patience, in a manner 
fuited to her rank and race, and becoming the ofl- 
fpring of a fovereign diftinguiflied for her piety 
and her courage ; that, like her, (he has lofty fen- 
timents ; that fhe feels with the dignity of a Ro- 
man matron ; that in the laft extremity flie w^ill 
iave herfelf from the laft difgrace; and that, if flie 
muft fall, Ihe will fall by no ignoble hand. 

It is now fixteen or feventeen years Ilncc I law 
the 
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the queen of France, then the dauphinefe, at Vcr- 
failles; and furely never lighted on this orb, which 
Ihe hardly feemed to touch, a more delightful 
vifion. I faw iier juft above the horizon, decorat- 
ing and cheering the elevated fphere flie juft began 
to move in, — glittering like, the morning-ftar, fi^U 
of life, and fplendour, and joy. Oh ! what a re- 
volution! and whAt.an heart mufl: I have, to con- 
template without emotion ttia't elevation and that 
fall! Little did I dream when ihe zdded titles of 
veneration to thofe of enthufiaftick, diftant, rc- 
fpecUul love, that fhe fliould ever be obUged to 
carry the fharp antidote againft difgrace concealed 
in that bofom ; little did I dream that I fhould 
have lived to fee fuch difafters fallen upon her in a 
nation of gallant men, in a nation of men of ho- 
nour and of cavaliers. I thought ten thoufatid 
iwords muft have leaped from their fcabbards to 
avenge even a look that threatened her with infult. 
But the age of chivalry is gone. That of fophif- 
ters, ceconomlfts, and calculators, has fucceeded; 
and the glory of Europe is extinguifhed for ever. 
Never, never more, ihall we behold that generous 
loyalty to rank and fex, that proud fubitiiflion, 
that dignified obedience, that fubordination of the 
heart, which kept alive, even in fervitude itfelf, 
the fpirit of an exalted freedom. The unbought 
grace of Iife,the cheap defence of nations, the nurfe 
L3 of 
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of manly fentiment and heroick enterprife is gone I 
It is gone, that fenfibility of principle, that chaf- 
tity of honour, whicli felt a ftain like a wound, 
which infpired courage whilft it mitigated fero- 
city, which ennobled whatever it touched, and 
under which vice itfelf loft half its evil, by lofing 
all its groffnefs. 

This mixed fyfteni of opinion and fentiment 
had its origin in the ancient chivalry; and the 
principle, though varied in its appearance by the 
varying ftate of huinan affairs, fublifted and in- 
fluenced through a long fucceiEon of generations, 
even to the time we live in. If it fliould ever be 
totally extinguifiied, the lofe I fear will be great. 
It is this which has given its cliarafter to modern 
Europe. It is this which has diftinguiflied it under 
all its forms of government, and diftinguiflied it 
to its advantage, from the ftates of Afia, and pof- 
libly from thofe ftates which flourifiied in the moft 
brilliant periods of the antique world. It was this, 
which, without confounding ranks, had produced 
a. noble equality, and handed it down through all 
the gradations of fecial life. It was this opinion 
which mitigated kings into companions, and raifed 
private men to be fellows with kings. Without 
force, or oppofition, it fubdued the fiercenefe of 
- pride and power j it obliged fovereigni to fubmit 
to the foft collar of focial eftcem, cbmpelied ftern 
authority 
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aufliority to fubmit to elegance, and gave a domi- 
nation vanquUher of laws, to be fiibdued by man- 
ners. 

But now all is to be changed. All the pleafmg 
illuGons, which made power gentle, and obedience 
liberal, which harmonized the different fhades of 
life, and which, by a bland afllinilation, incorpo- 
rated into politicks the fentiments which beautify 
and ("often private fociety, are to be diffolved by 
this new conquering empire of light" and reafon. 
All the decent drapery of life is to be rudely torn 
off. All the fuperadded ideas, furniflied from the 
wardrobe of a moral imagination, which the heart 
owns, and the underftanding ratiiies, as neceffary 
to cover the defeds of our naked Ihivcring nature, 
and to raife it to dignity in our own eftimation, 
are to be exploded as a ridiculous, abfurd, and an- 
tiquated falhion. 

On this fcheme of things, a king is but a inan, 
a queen is but a woman; a woman is but an ani- 
mal; and an animal not of the higheft order. AU 
homage paid to the fex in general as fuch, and 
without dillinft views, is to be regarded as ro- 
mance and folly. Regicide, and parricide, and facri- 
lege, are but fictions of fuperftition, corrupting 
jurifprudence by defi:roying its firoplicity. The 
'murder of a king, or a queen, or a bifhop, or a , 
father, are only common homicide; and, if the , 
people are by any chance, or in any way gainers 
I. 4 by 
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by it, a fort of homicide much the moft pardon- 
able, and into iwhich we ought not to make too 
fevere a fcrutiny. 

On the fcheme of this barbarous philoibphy, 
which is the offspring of cold hearts and muddy 
underftandings, and which is as void of folid wif- 
dom, as it is deftitute of all taile and elegance,laws 
are to be fupported only by their own terrours, 
and by the concent^ which each individual may find 
in tliem, fr6m his own private fpeculations, 6r can 
fparc to them from his own private intereiU. In 
the groves of their academy, at the end of every 
vifto, you fee nothing but the gallows.. Nothing 
is left which enga^^ the affe^ions on the part of 
the commonwealth. On the principles of this me- 
chanick philofophy, our inflitutions can never be 
embodied, if I may ufe theexpreffion, in perfons; 
fo as to creatp in us love, veneration, admiration, 
orattachtiient. But that fortof reafon which ba- 
niflies the affecliions is incapable of filling their 
' .place. 'I'hefe publick atfections, combined with 
manners, are required fometimes as fiipplements, 
fomctimes as correctives, always as aids to law. 
The precept given by a wife man, as well as a great 
critick, for the conftruftion of poems, is equally- 
true as to Rites:— Nffn/aiis ejl pulchra ejfe poeniaia^ 
dulciafunio. There ought to be a fyftem of man- 
ners in every nation which a well-formed mind 
. would be difpofed to relifli. To make us love our 
\ country, our country ought to be lovely. 
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But power, of fome kind or other, will furvive 
the fliock in which manners and ppinions perifli ; 
and it will find other and worfe means for its fup- 
port. The ufurp^tion which, in order to fubvert 
ancient infiitutions, has deftroyed andent [Hinci- 
ples, will hold power by arts fimilar to thofe by 
which it has acquired it. When the old feudal and 
chivalrous fpirit tA fealty, which, by freeing kings 
, from fear, freed both kings and fut^e^ from the 
precaution of tyranny, fhall be extind in the minds 
of men, plots and allallinations will be anticipated 
by preventive murder and iffevcntive confifcation, 
and that long 'roll of grim and bloody maxims, 
which form the political code of all power, not 
Handing on its own honour, and the honour of 
thofe who are to obey it. Kings will be tyrants from 
policy w^n fubjeds are rebels from principle. 

When andent opinions and rules of life art; 
taken away, the lofs cannot poffibly be efiimated. 
From that moment we have no compafs to go- 
vern us; nor can we know diftinflly to what port 
we fleer. Europe undoubtedly, taken in a mai&, 
was in a flourifhing condition the day on which 
your revolution was completed. How much of 
that profperous ftate was owing to the fpirit of our 
old manners and opinions is not eafy to fay; but , 
as fuch caufes cannot be indifferent in their opera- 
tion, we muft prefume, that, on the whole, their 
operation was beneficial. 

We 
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We are but too apt, to ccmfider things in the 
, ftate_in which we find them, without fufficiently 
adverting to the caufes by which they have been 
produced, and poffibly may be upheld. Nothing 
is more cettain, than that our manners, our civi- 
lization, and all the good things which are con- 
I ne^ed with manners, and with civilization, have, 
in this European world of ours, depended for ages 
upon two principles; and were indeed the refult 
of both combined; I mean the fpirit of a gentle- 
man, and the fpirit of reli^on. The nobiUty and 
the clergy, the one by profeffion, the other by pa- 
tronage, kept learning in exiftence, even in the 
midft of arms and confulions, and whilft govern- 
ments were rather in their caufes than formed. 
Learning paid back whatsit received to nobility 
and to prielHioodj and paid it with ufury, by en- 
larging their ideas, and by fumifliing tlieit* minds. 
Ha.ppy if they had all continued to know their in- 
diflbluble union, and their proper' place! Happy if 
learning, not debauched by ambition, had been 
fatisfied to continue the infiru£tor, and not afpired 
to be the matter! Along with its natural protec- 
tors and guardians, learning will be call into the 
mire, and trodden down under the hoofs of a 
fwlnifli multitude.* 

• Sec the fate of Bailly and Condorcet, fuppofed to be here 
punicularly alluded to. Cocnjiare tke circuinftances ofthe trial, 
and ezecutioD of the former witb this predi^on. 

If 
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If, as I fufpeft, iliodern letters owe more than 
they are always willing to own to ancient man- 
ners, fo do other interefts which we value full as 
much as they are worth. Even Commerce, and 
trade, and manufafture, the gods of our cecono-- 
mical politicans, are themfelves perhaps but crea- 
tures ; are themfelves but effefts, which, as firft 
caufes, we choofe to worfiiip. They certainly 
grew under the fame fhade in which learning 
flouriflied. They too may decay with their na- 
tural protecting principles. With you, for the 
prefent at leaft, they all threaten to difappear to- 
gether. Where trade and manufactures are want- 
ing to a people, and the fpirit of nobility and're- 
li^on remains, fentiment fupplies, and not always 
ill fupplies their place ; but if commerce and the 
arts ihould be lofl in an experiment to try how 
well a ftate may ftand without thefe old funda- 
mental principles, what fort of a thing muft be a 
nation of grofs, ftupid, ferocious, and at the fame 
time, poor and fordid barbarians, deftitute of re- 
ligion, honour, or manly pride, pofleffing nothing , 
at prefent, and hoping for nothing hereafter ? 

I ' wifii you may not be going faft, and by the . 
ftiorteft cut, to that horrible and difguftful fitua-. 
tion. Already there appears a poverty of concep- 
tion, a coarfenefs and vulgarity in all the proceed- 
ings of the affemt)ly and of all their inftructors. 

Their 
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Their liberty is not liberal. Their fciencc is pre- 
fumptuous ignorance. Their humanity is iavage 
and brutal. 

It is not clear, whether in England we learned 
thofe grand and decorous principles, and man- 
ners, of which cohfiderable traces yet remain, 
from you, or whether you took them from us. 
But to you, I think, we trace them beft. You 
feem to me to be — genth incunabula nqftrte. France 
has always more or , lefs influenced manners in 
England; and when your fountain is choaked up 
and polluted, the ftream will not run long, or not 
run clear with us, or perhaps with any nation. 
This g^ves all Europe, inmy opinion, but too clofe 
and connefted a concern in what is done in France. 
Excufe me, therefore, if I have dwelt too long on 
the atrocious fpet^ck: of the fixth of October 
1789, or have given too much fcope to the reflec- 
tions which have arifen in my mind on occafion 
of the moH important of all revolutions, which 
may be dated from that day, I mean a revolution 
in fentiments, manners, and moral opinions. As 
things now ftand, witK every thing refpectable 
deftroyed without us, and an attempt to deftroy - 
within us every principle of refpeft, one is almoft 
forced to apologize for harbouring the common 
feelings of men. 

Why do 1 feelfo dMferentlyfrom the Reverend 
Dr, 
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Dr. Price, and thofe of his lay flock, who will 
choofe to adopt the fentiments of his difcourfe? — 
for this plain reafon — ^becaufeit is natural llhouldi 
becaufe we are fo made as to be affe^ed at fuch 
fpeftacles with melancholy .fentiments upon the 
unftable condition of mortal profperity, and the 
tremendous uncertwnty of human gfeatnefs; be- 
. caufe in thofe natural feelings we learn great lef- 
fons( becaufe in events like thefe our pallions in- 
ftruct our reafon; becaufe when kings are hurled 
from their thrones by the Supreme Director of 
this great drama, and become the objedls of in- 
liilt to the bafe, and of pity to the good, we be- 
hold fuch difafters in the moral, as we Ihould be- 
hold a miracle in the phyfical order of things. 
We are alarmed into reflexion ; our minds (as it 
has long fince been obferved) are purified by ter- 
rour and pity; our weak unthinking pride is bum- 
bled, under the difpenfations of a myfterious wif- 
dom/ Some tears might be drawn from me, if 
fuch a fpedacle were exhibited on the ftage. I 
Ihould be truly alhamed of finding in myfelf that 
fiiperficial, theatrick fenfe of painted diftreis,whilft 
I could exult over it in real life. With fuch a 
perverted mind, I could never venture to Ihew my 
face at a tragedy. People would think the tears 
that Garrick formerly^ or that Siddons not long 
fince, have extorted from- me, were the .tears of 
, hypocrify; 
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hypbcriry; I fbould know them to be the tears of 
foUy. 

Indeed the theatre is a better fchool of moral 
fentiments than churches, where the feelings of 
humanity are thus outraged. Poets who have 
to deal with an audience not yet graduated in the 
fchool of the rights of men, and who mull apply 
themfelves to the moral -conftitution of the heart, 
would not dare to produce fucb a triumph as a 
matter of exultation. There, where men follow 
their natural impulfes, they would not bear the 
odious masims of a Machiavelian policy, whether 
applied to the attainment of monarchial or de- 
mocratick tyranny. They would rejeft them on 
the modem, as they once did on the ancient ftage, 
where they could not bear even the hypothetical 
propofition o£ fuch wickednefs in the mouth of a 
perlbnated tyrant, though fuitabte to the charac- 
ter he fufi^ned. No theatrick audience in Athens 
would bear what has been borne, in the midll of 
the real tragedy of this ti^umphal day; a prihcipal 
actor weighing, as it were in fcales hung in a ihop 
of horrours, — ^fo much aftual crime againft fo 
much contingent advantage, — and after putting in 
and out weights, declaring that the balance was 
on the £de of the advantages. Th'ey would not 
bear to fte the crimes of new democracy pofted as 
in a ledger ag^nl^ the crimes of old d^otifm, 

and 



:ectv Google 



REVOLUTION "IN FRANCE. 1 59 

and tbe book-keq>ers of poUticks finding dema* 
cracy ftill in debt, but by no means unable or un- 
willing to pay the balance. In the theatre, the 
firft intuitive glance, without any elaborate pro- 
cefs of reafooing, would fhew, that this method 
of political computation, would juftify every ex- 
tent of crime. - The^ would fee, that on thcfc 
principles, even where th& very worft ads were 
not perpetrated, it was owing rather to the for- 
tnne of the confpiratoni than to their parfimony 
in the expendinire of treachery and blood. They ' 
would £bon fee, that criminal means once tole- 
rated are foon preferred. They prefent a fhorter 
cut to the obje& than through the highway of 
the moTji virtues. Jufiifying perfidy and murder 
for fsiblick benefit, publick benefit would foon be- 
come the pretext, and perfidy and murder the 
end; until rapacity, malloe, reven^, and &ar 
more dreadful than revenge, could iatiate their 
in&tiabte appetites. Such urafi be the con&quences 
of lofing in the ff^endour of thefe triumphs of 
the rights of men, sH natural fenfe of wrong and 
right. 

But the reverend pallor exults in this " leading 
*? in triumph," becaufe truly Louis the Sixteenth 
was "an arbiti^ry monarch;" that is, in other 
words, neither more nor lels, than becaufe he was 
Louis the-Sixteenth, and becaufe he had the mifi 
ibitune to Iw bom king of Frjnce, with the prero-^ 
gatives 
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gatives of which, a long line of anceftors, and a 
long acquiefcence of the people, without any ad of 
his, had put him in pofleflion. A misfortune it 
has indeed turned out to him, that he was born 
king of France. But misfortune is not crime, nor 
» indifcretion always the greateft guilt. I fliall 
never think that-a prince, the ^fts of whofe w^ole 
reign .were a feries of concefTicns to his fubjeds, 
who was willing to relax his authority, to remit 
his prerogatives, to call his people to a (hare of 
freedom, not known, perliaps not defired by their 
anceftorsj fuch a prince, though he fliould be fub- 
jed to the common frailties attached to men and 
to princes, though he' fliould have once thought 
it neceflary to provide force againft the defperate 
defigns manifeftly carrying on a^unll his perfon, 
and the remnants of his authority; though all 
this fhould be taken into confideration, I ihatl be 
led with great difficulty to think he deferves the 
cruel and infulting triumph of Paris, and of Dr. 
Price. I tremble for the caufe.of liberty, from 
fuch an example to kings. I tremble for the caufe 
of humanity, in the unpuniihed outrages of the 
moft wicked of manldnd. But there are ibme 
people of that low and d^enerate ibfliion of mind, 
that they look up with a fort of con^lacent awe 
and admiration to ^gs, who know to' keep firm 
in their feat, to hold a Arid hand over thdr fub- 
je£ts, to affcrt their prerogative, aad by the awa- 
kened 
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Icened vigilance of a fevere defpotifm, to guard 
againft the very firft approaches of freedom. 
Againft.fuch as thefe they never elevate their 
voice. Defcrters from prindple, Ufted with fey- 
tune, they never fee any good in fuffering virtup, 
nor any crime in proCperous ufurp%tion. 

If ic could have b^en made clear to me, that the 
Idng and queen of France (thofe I mean who were 
fuch_ before ttie triumph) were, inexorable and 
cruel tyrants, that they had formed a deliberate 
feheme for mafiacring the national aOembly (I 
think I have feen fomething like the latter infinu* 
ated in cert^n pub^cations), I fliould think their 
captivity juft. If this be true, much more ought 
to have been done, but done, in my optnioni in 
another manner. , The punilhment of real tyrants 
is a noble and awful z£t of jufticej and it has with 
tru^ been £ud to be confolatory to the human 
mi^d. But if I were to punllh a wicked king, I 
Ihould regard the dignity in avenging the crime. 
Juftice is grave and decorous, and In its punilh- 
ments rather feems to fubmit to a necedity, than 
to make a choice. Had Nero, or Agrippina, or 
Louis the Eleventh, or Charles the Ninth, been 
the fubjca; if Charles the Twelfth of Sweden 
after the murder of Patkul, or his predeceffor 
Cfaiiftina^ after the murder of Monaldefchi, had 
£iUen into your hands. Sir, or into mine« I am 
fure our conduct would have been different. 

Vol. V. M If 



:ectv Google 



i6z REFLECTIONS ON THS 

If the French Jdng, or king of the French, (of 
hy whatever name he is known in the new vo* 
cabulary of your conftitution) haa in his own per- 
foji, and that of his queen, really deferved thefe 
unavowed but unavenged murderous attempts, 
and thofe frequent indignities more pruel than 
tnurder, fuch a perfbn would ill deierve even that 
fubordinate executory truft, which I underftand 
' is to be placed in him ; nor Is he .fit to be called 
eHef in a nation which he has outraged and op- 
prefled. A worfe choice for fuch an oiEce in a 
new commonwealth, than that of a depofed ty* 
rant, could not poflibly be made. But to degrade 
and infult a man aij the worft of criminals, and af- 
terwards to truft him in your higheft concerns, as 
a faithful, honeft, and zealous fervant, is not con- 
fiftent in reafoning, nor prudent in p<dicy, nor 
fefis in praftice. Thofe who could make fuch an 
appointment muft be guilty of a more, fl^rant 
breach of truft than any they have yet committed 
againft the people.' As this is the only crime in 
which your leading politicians could have afled 
inconJiftently, Iconclude that there is no fort of 
ground for thefe horrid infinuatiohs. Ithink no 
better of ^ the other 'ralumnies. . ' 
■ In En^and, we give no credit to theim. -We 
are^ generous enemies : we are fcuthftil alMics. We 
fpam iirom us with difgufi and indigfialion the 
flindars^of thpfc Who bring- as' their anecdotes 

with 
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with the atteftation of the flower-dG>luce on their 
.fiioulder. We have Lord George Gordoa hA in 
Newgate; and neither his being a pulilick pro&> 
}ytc to Judaifoi, nor his having, in his zeal agunft 
cathoUck pridisand all forts of ecclefiafticks, nUbd 
a mob (excufe the term, it is fiill in u& here) 
which puUed down all our prifons, hire prclerved 
to him a liberty of which he did not readn* him- 
-felf worthy by .a virtuous ufe of it. We have re- 
built Newgate, and tenanted the maniion. We 
haveivifons almoft as firong as the Baftile, for 
Cbole who dare to libel tlie queens of France. In 
l^s Ipiritual retreat, let the noble libeller remain. 
■Vet him there meditate on his Thalmud, until he 
learns a conduct more becoming his birth and 
parts, and not fo difgraccfijl to the ancient reli- 
- gipn to which he has become a profcjyte ; or until 
fcane perfons from your fide of the water, to 
pleafe your new Hebrew brethren, fhall ranfom 
him. He may then be enabled to purchafc, with 
the old hoards of the fynagogue, and a very linaJl 
poundage, on the long compound interelit of the 
tlurty pieces of filver (Dr. Price has fhewn us what 
(mraclcs compound intereft will perform in 1799 
years) the lands which are latdy difcovered to 
have bttn ufurped by the Gallican church. Send 
us your popilh archbilhop of Paris, and we will 
fend you our proteftant Rabbiiu We fliatt treat 
the perfon you ieod us in exchange like » geptlc' 
M t mm 
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man and an honeft man, as he is ; but pray let him 
bring with lum the fund of his hofpitality, bounty, 
■and charity ; and, depend upon it, we fliall never 
confifcate a fliilling of that honourable and pious 
&iid, nor think of enriching the treafury with the 
-Jp&iJs of the poor-box. 

- To tell you the truth, my dear Sir, I think the 
-honour of our nation to be fomewhat concerned 
in the difclaimer of the proceedings of this fociety 
of the Old Jewry and the I^ndon Tavern. I have 
no man's proxy. I fpeak only for myfelf ; wheA 
I'difciaim, as I do with all poiSble earneftnefs, all 
communion with the a£):ors in that triumph, or 
with the admirers of it. When I affert any thing 
elfe, as concerning the people of England, I fpeak 
from obfervation, not from authority ; but I fpeak 

, from the experience I have had in a pretty exten- 
five and mixed communication with th6 inhabi- 
tants of this kingdom, of all defcriptions and 
ranks, and after a courfe of attentive obfervation, 
beg^n in early life, and continued for near forty 
years. I have often been aftoniftied, confidering 
Ihatwearedividcdfromyoubut by aflenderdyke 
ef 3bout twenty-four miles, and th^t the mutual 
intercourfc between the two countries has latdy 
been very great, to find how little you feem to 
knOw of us. I liifpeft that this is owing to your 
forming a judgment of this nation, from certain 
publications,- whichjJo, very irroneoully, if they 

- . : ' " ' ' do^ 
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do at all, rcprefent the opinions and difpoGtioris 
generally prevalent in England. The vanity, 
refUeflhefs, petulance, and fpirit of intrigue of fe- 
veral petty cabals, who attempt to hide their total 
want of confequence in buftle and noife, and puft 
ing, and mutual quotation of each other, makes 
you imagine that our contemptuous negleft of 
their abilities is a general mark of acquiefcence iii 
their opinions. No fuch thing, I affure you. Be* 
caufe half a dozen gralhoppers under a fern make 
~ the field ring with their importunate chink, whilff 
thoulands of great cattle, repofed beneath the Iha- 
dow of the Britifli oak, chew the cud and are 
filent, pray do not imagine that thofe who make 
the noife are the only inhabitants of the fieldj that 
of courfe, they are many in number ; or that; 
after all, they are other than the little fhriveUed^ 
meagre, hopping, though loud and .;$roublefbma 
infeaiji£ the hour. ""^ 

I almofl: venture to afHrm, that not one in « 
hundred amongft us participates in the "triumph"- 
of the revolution fociety. If the king and quean 
of France, and their children, were to fall into our 
hands by the chance of war, in the moft acrimo- 
nious of all hoftilities (I deprecate fuch, an event, 
I deprecate fuch hoftility) they would be treated 
with another fort of triumphal entry into London. 
We formerly have had a king of France in that 
iituation ; you have read how he was treated by 
M 3 the 
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tScviftor in the field; and in what manner he 
was afterwards received in England. Four hun* 
■ dred years have gone over us; but 1 believe we are 
not materially changed fince that period. Thanks 
to qui fullen refinance to innovation, thanks to 
the cold fluggifhoefs of our national charaAer^ 
we ftill bear the ftanlp of bur forefethers. Wc 
hive Hot (as i conceive) loft the generofity and 
dignity of thinldhg of the fourteenth century ; nor 
>s yet Hiye'^'ens fubtilized ourfelves into &vages> 
We ai-e hot the converts of Rouffeau ; we are not 
the i^cipIieB of Vc4taire ; Helvetius has made no 
Iprog^cfi amongft us. ' ' Atheifts are not our preach- 
ttii madmen are not our law^vers. ' We know 
that we ItiLTe made no difcoveries ; and we think 
that no difcoveries are to be made, in morality^ 
(uof. many in the great principles of government, 
aor tn tlie ideas of liberty, which were under- 
flood long before we were born, ^together as 
Well as they will be after the grave hai heaped its 
mould Upon our prefumption, and the filent tomb 
^fliall have impofed its law on our pert loquacity. 
in England we have not yet been complctdy em^ 
bowelled of our natural entrails ; we flill fed 
within us, and we cherifli and cultivate, thofe in- 
bred &ntiments which are the faithful gusu'dians, 
the a^ve monitors of our duty, the true fnp* 
porters of all liberal and manly morals. Wc have 
not been drawn and truffed, in order that we may 

be 
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be fiUedy like ftul^ birds in a mufeuni, with 
duff md rags and paltry blurred ihreds o£ p^ier 
ibout the rights of maOf We pcderve the whole 
of our feeiings fiiU Dative and iatire, unfophifti. 
catod by pedantry and infiddity. We have red 
hearts of 8e& ftnd blood beatug in our bolbiM. 
We fear Godj we loc^ up with awe to kings | 
with afie£lion to parliiuneflts ; with duty to hmm 
gilh-atesj with revereece to pri^ ; and witll xt* 
Tpe^ to notolity.* Why? 3ecaufe wh«s fiu^ 
ideas are brought before our miods* it is tietmai 
to.be So afiedsd; becaufe aS other feelings are hiA 
and fpurious, and tend to cormpt our minds, to 
vitiate our primary morals, to render us unfit for 
rational Uberty; and by teaching va a lervil^ li* 
centioDS, and abandoned infcdence, to be ctnr loir 
iport fbr a few hcJtdays, to make us perfedly fit 
for, and jufUy deferring of fUvery, through the 
whcrfe ODurfe of our lives. 

* Th« Englilh are, I conceive, mirreprdhiled in a letter pttlw 
lilhed ID one of tbe paptn by a gentleman thought to be a dif- 
fcnting minider. — When writing to _Dr. Price of the fpirit 
which prevails at Paris, he fays, "The fpirit o( the people in 
<* this place hu abeliAicd all the proud J'^inShm vrfaich the 
'.' thtg tad npi/et iad uCttrped in their. minds; whether tbqr 'talk 
" of tie iiiif;, the nohk, or the prirjl, their whole language iithat 
" of the moft ent'ghteifd and. liberal ammffi the Englfi." If 
this gentleman mcims to confine ibc terms enl'ghlerted and liie- 
ral to one fet of men in England, it may be trne. It is not gt* 
aeroUy fo. 

M 4 . You 
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. You ^» Sif^ that in this enlightened age I am 
bold enough to confefs, that we ire generally men 
of imtaught feebngs; that inftead of cafiing away 
all our old prejwUcei,. we cherifii them to a very 
conlider;d}le degree, and, to Cake more {hiidc-io 
oui{elves,-we cherifti than becaufe they arc pre- 
judices; and the longer they have lafted, and the 
nore generally they have prevaled, the more wc 
dieriJQi them. We are afraid to put men to live 
ifaid trade each on his own private fiock of rea- 
fim I bectufe we- fufpec): that the fiock in each 
iJDoa .1^ iitiall, and that the individuals would dci 
betted to avail th^felves of the general bank and 
capital of nations and of ages. - Many of our men 
of i{)d:ulation5 infi^d' of exploding ''general pre- 
jucQces, employ, their iagadty to diicover the la^ 
tent wifdom which- pre vacls in them. If tJiey 
find what they -feck, and they fddom fcil, they 
think it more wife to continue the prejudice, with 
the reafon involved, than to caft away the coat of 
prgudice, and to leave nothing but the naked 
reafon ; becaufe prejudice, with ijCs reafon, has a 
motive to give aftion to that reafon,. and an afr 
fe^on which will give it permanence. , Prejudice, 
is of ready application in the omergency ; it prcr 
"vioufly engages the mind in a fteady courfe of 
wjfdom and virtue, and dops not leave the man 
Jiefitating ip the moment of decifion, fccptical^ 
puzzled, an4 unrefolved' Prejudice rendeis a. 
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man's -virfat his habit; ^d not a feries of un- 
C(mne£led ads. Through juft prejudice, his duty 
becomes a part of his nature. 

Tour literary men, and your politicians, and fo 
do the whole clan of the enlightened among us^ 
eflentially difier in the& points. They have no 
rcfpeft for the wifdom of others j but they pay it 
off by a very full meafurc of confidence in theit 
own. Wiiji them it is a fu6iciebt mottve to de- 
firoy an okL fchcme of things* becaufe it is an 
old.'one. As to the new, they are in no fort of 
fear widi regard to the duration of a building 
run up in hafte^ becaufe duraticin ia ho objeft to 
thofe who think little or nothing has been done 
before thdr time, and who place all their hopes in' 
iHfcovery. They conceive, very fyftematically, 
that all things which give perpetuity are mifchie- 
vous, and therefore they are at inexpiabk war 
with all eftabliflmients. They think that govern- 
ment may vary like modes of dreis, and with as 
Kttle ill effeft : that there needs no principle of 
attadiment, except a fenfe of prefent conveniency, 
to any conftitution of the ftate. They always 
^>eak as if they were of o^nnion that there is a 
Angular fpecies of compaft betwen them and their 
piapftrates, which binds the mag^ftrate, but which 
has, nothing reciprocal in it, but that the majeiiy 
of the people has a right to difiblve it without any 
reafbn, bpt its wilL Their attachment to their 
country 



3 by Google 



I70 ILEftECTlONS ON THE " 

country itfelf is only fb hi 2S it a^eea vith fome 
of their fleeting projeds; it begins and ends with' 
that fcheme of polity .which iails in wath their mo* 
mentary opiiuon. 

Thefe dcxEhines, or rather fentiments, feem pire^ 
valent with yonr new fiatefmen. But they are 
whc^y (U&reat from th(^ on wMch nve have al-t 
«ray« iBxd in this coantry. 
- I hear it is ibmedmes ^ven crat in France, that 
what is douig among you is after the CKuapk of 
England. I beg leave to affirm, that fearoely any 
thing done with you has originated Irom the prac> 
tice or the prevaleiu opinions of this pet^ile, ei* 
tfcer in the ad or in the fpirit of the proceeding. 
Let me add, that we are as unwilHng to kam iJiefe 
leffibns from France, as we are fure that .we never 
taught them to that nation. The cabals here who 
tike a fort, of ihare in your traa&dions v ynt 
confift of but a handiiil of people. If unfortiv 
nately by their intr^ues, their Jermons, thdr pub- 
lications, and by a confidence derived from an 
e}q>eded union with the coun&ls and forces of tiie 
French nation,, they fliould draw conliderable 
numbers into their &i£tion, and in coobquaux 
ihould feriouily attempt any thing here in inuta- 
tion of what has been done with you, the events 
I dare venture to prc^hefy, will be, that, with 
fomc trouble to their country, they will foon.ao- 
compUfh their own defixuAion. TUs pec^e- re^- 

fufed 
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firfed to change their law in remote ages, from re- 
fpeft to the iiifallibility of popes ; and they will 
not now alter it from a pious implicit faith in 
the dogmatifm of philofophers; though the for- 
mer was armed with the anathema and crufadcy 
and though the latter (hould ad with the Ubel and 
the lamp iron. 

formerly your affiiira were your own concern' 
<mly. We feh for them as mcnj but we kept 
alo(tf from them,'becaufe we were not citizens of 
France. But when we fee the model held up to 
ourielves, we muft fed as Engliflimen, and feel- . 
ing, wc muft provide as Engliflimen. Your rf- 
faira, in ^ite of us, are made a part of our in- 
tereft; fo fer at leaft as to keep at a diftance your 
panacea, or your plague. If it be a panacea, we 
do not want it. We know the confequcnces of 
^ tuineceffary phyfidc. If it be a plague; it is fiich 
a i^gue, that the precautions of the moft fevere 
quarantine ought to be eftabUftied againft it. 

I hear on all hands that a cabal, calKng itfelf 
phHoft^hick, receives the glory of many of the 
hte proceedings; and that their ojMnions and 
fyftems are the true abating fpirit of the whole 
Vf them. I have heard of no party, in England, 
Utefary or politicd, at any time, known by fuch a 
deftriptiou. It is not with you conrpofcd of thofe 
men, is it? whom the vulgar, in thdr blunt 
homdy ft)^, commonly call Athcifts and Infidds? 

If 
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If it be, I admit that we too have had Writers of 
that defcription, who made feme noife in their 
day. At prefent they repofe in lafting oblivion.- 
Who, born within the Jaft forty years, has read 
one word of Collins, and Toknd, and Tindall, 
and Chubb, and Morgan, and that whole race 
who called themfelves Freethinkers? Who now 
reads Bolingbroke? Who ever read him throu^ ? 
Aflt the bookfellers of London what is become of 
all thefe lights of the world. In as few years their 
few fucceflbrs will go to the family vault of " all 
V the Capulets." But whatever they were, or 
are, with us, they were and are wholly uncon- 
nected individuals. With us they kept the com- 
mon nature of their kind, and were not. gregari- 
ous. They never afted Jn corps, or were known 
as a fa^on in the ftate, nor prefiimed to influ- 
ence in that name or charaAer, or for the pur- 
pofes of fuch a faftion, on any of our publick con- 
cerns. Whether they ought fo to exift, andfo be 
permitted to aft, is another queftion. As fuch ca- 
bals have not exifted in Sngtand, fo neither has 
the fpirit of them had any influence in eftablifii- 
ing the original frame of our conftitution, or in 
any one of the feveral reparations and improve- 
inents it has undergone. The whole has been 
done under the aufpices, and is confirmed by the 
fanftions of religion and piety. The whole has 
tman^ted from the fimplicity of our national cha- 
racter. 
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raAer, and from a fort of native plainnefi and dU 
reftnefs of underftanding; which for a long time 
chanKSerifed thofe men who have fucceflively ob- 
tained authority among us. This difpofition ftill 
♦emains, at leaft in the great body of the people. 

We know, and what is better, we feel inwardly, 
that religion is the bafis of civil fociety, and the 
■fource of all good and of all comfort.' In Eng- 
land we are fo convinced of this, that there is no 
ruft of fuperftjtion, with which the accumulated 
abfurdity of the human mind might have crufted 
it over in the courfe of ages, that ninety-nine in 
a hundred of the people of England would not 
prefer to impiety. We fhall never be fuch fools 
as to call in an enemy to the fubftance of any fyf- 
tem to remove its corruptions, to fupply its de- 
fers, or to perfect its conflruclion. If our religi- 
ous tenets Ihould ever want a further elucidation, 
. we fhall not call on atheifm to explwn them. We 
fliall not light up our temple from that unhallowed 
fire. It will be illuminated with other lights. It 

* Sit igitut hoc ab initio perfuafum eivibu?, dominos efle om- 
nium rerum ac moderatores, decs: eaque, quse gerantur, eonim 
gtri vi, ditione, ac nomine; eofdemque optitnc de genere ho- 
minum mereri ; et qualis quifque fit, quid agat, quid in fe ad- 
mitCar, qua mente qua pietate colat reijgionea iiitueri : pioiura 
et impiorum habere rationem. His cnini rebus imhutae mentes 
haud fane abborrebunt ab utiti et a vera fcntentia. Cic. de Le- 
gibus, 1. 2. 
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will be perfumed with other incenle, thiui the in- 
fe^ous ftufi* which is imported by the finugg^ers 
of adulterated metaphyficks. If our ecdefiaiUcal 
eftabiilhment fliould want a revi£on, it is not 
avarice or rapacity, publick or private, that w 
fhall employ for the audit, or receipt, or applica- 
tion of its confecrated revenue. Violently oMi- 
demnlng ndther the Greek nor the Armenian^ 
nor, ilnce heats are fubfided, the Roman fyftemof 
religion, we prefer the Protelbuitj not becaufe 
we think it has le{s of the Chriftian relt^{Hi in it, 
but becaufe, in our judgment, it has more. Wc 
are proteftants, not from indifference but from 
zeal. 

We know, and it is our pride to know, that 
man is by his conftitution a religious animil; that 
atheifm is againft, not only our reafon but our in- 
fttn^ ; and that it cannot prevail long. But if, 
in the moment of riot, and in a drunken deltrnina 
from the hot fpirit -drawn out of the alembick of 
hell, which in France is now fo furioufly boiling, 
we Ihould uncover our nakednefs by throwing off, 
that Chriftian religion which has hitherto been 
our boaft and comfort, and one great fource of 
civilization amongft us, and aniong many other 
nations, we are apprehenfive (being well aware 
that the mind will not endure a void) that fome 
uncouth, pernicious, and d^ading fupetftitioiif 
might take place of it. 

For 
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- Tor tfeaf reafon, before we take from our efta- 
idiihment the natural human means of eftimation, 
ind ^ve it up to contempt, as you. have done, and 
in doing it have incurred the penalties you well 
deierre to fuffer, we defire that Ibme other may 
be prefented to us in the place of it. We flufi 
then form our judgment. 

. On thefe ideas, infiead of quarrelling with efla- 
bliihinents, as fome do, who have made a phih> 
fophy and a region of thdr hoftillty to fuch in- 
IHtutions, we cleave clofely to them. We are re- 
Iblved to keep an eftabllihed church, an eflaUiihed 
• monarchy, an eftabli&ed ariftocracy, and an efta- 
bliihed democracy, each in the degree it exifts, 
and in no greater. I fliall Ihew you prcfcntly 
how much of each of thefe we poflels. 

It has been the misfortune (not as thefe gentle- 
men think itt the glory) of this age, that every 
thing, is to be difcu0ed, as if the ccMifUtution of 
our country were to be always a fubjeft rather of 
altercation than enjo^ent. For thb reafon, as ' 
wdl as for the fctisfaftion of thofe among you (if 
any. fuch you have among you) who may with to 
profit of examples, I venture to trouble y6u with 
a few thoughts upon each of thefe efiablifliments. 
I do not think they were unwife in ancient Rome, 
who, when they wifbed to new-model thdr laws, 
fent conmiESioners to examine the befi,coniHtuted 
repuUicks within thdr rfcach. 

Firft, 
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Firft, I beg leave to fpeak of our church efta- 
bUihment, which is the firft of our prejudices, not 
a prqudice deftitute of reafon, but Jnvolving^ la it 
profound and extenfive wifdom. I fpeak of it 
£rft. It is firft, and laft, and midft in our. minds. 
For, taking ground on that religious fyfteiu, of 
whicn we are now in poffellion, we continue to 
a6: on the early received, and uniformly continued 
fenfe of mankind. That fenfe not only, like a 
mfe architect hath built up the auguft fabri^ck of 
flates, but like a provident proprietor, to prefcrve 
the ftrudure from prophanation and ruin, as a . 
iacred femple, purged from all the impurities of 
fraud, and violence, and injuftice, and tyrannyj 
hath folemnly and for ever confecrated the com- 
monwealth, and all that officiate in it. This con- 
fecration is made, that all who adminifter in the 
government of men, in which they ftand in the 
perfon of God himfelf, fliould have high and wor; 
thy notions of their function and defiinatton ; that 
their hope fhould be full of immortality; that 
they ihould not look to the paltry pelf of the moi 
ment, nor to the temporary and tranlient praife 
of the vulgar, but to a folid permanent exiftcnce, 
in the permanent part df their nature, arid to a 
permanent fame and glory, in the example they 
leave as a rich inheritance to the world- 
Such fublime principles ought to be infufcd iutiJ 
perfons of exalted fituationsj and reK^ous efta- 
bliihnients 
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fcdUhmeats provided, that nny continu^y revive 
and enforce them. Every fort of moral, every 
fort of civil, every fort of politick inftitution, aid- 
ing the rational and natural ties that conned the 
human underftanding and affe^onsto the divine, 
are not more than neceflary, in order to build up 
that wonderful ftruAure, Man ; whoih prerogative 
it is, to be in a great degree a creature of his own 
making; and who when made as lie ought to bp 
made, is deftined to hold no trivial place in the 
creation. But whenever man is put over men, as 
the better nature ought ever to prcfide, in that 
cafe more particularly, he ihould as jiearly as pof- 
fible be approximated to his perfe^ion. 

The confecration of the ftate, by a ftate religious 
eftabliihmcnt, is neceilary alfo to operate with a 
whoiefome awe upon free citizens; becaufe, in 
order to fecure their freedom, they mail enjoy 
feme decerminate portion of power. To them 
therefore a reli^on conne^Qd with the ftate, and 
with their duty towards it, becomes even more ne> 
cefiary than in fiich focieties, where the people by 
the terms of their liil^e^on are confined to private 
£uttiments, and the managemMrt of their own fa- 
.mily concerns. All perfons pofleffing any portion 
of power ought to be ficongjy and awfully im* 
pre&d with an idea that they a^ iatFuft; and 
$hat they are to account for thoT conduct in tha( 
. VU. V. N tru^ 
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tiuft to the one great-mafler, author and fonhdet 
of fodety. 

This principle ought eren to be more ftrongly 
impreHed Upon the minds of thofe who compofe 
the colleAive fovcragnty than upon thofe of 
fingle princes. Without inftruments, thefe princes 
can do oothing<i Whoever ufes inftruments. In 
Ending helps, finds alfo impediments. Their 
power is therefore by -no means complete; nor 
are they faffe in extreme abufe. Such perfens, 
however clevktcd by flattery, arrogance, and felft 
(Spinion, muft be fcnfible that, whether covered o» 
not by poiitive law, in fome way or other they 
are accountable even here for the abufe o£ their 
trufi. If they are not cut off by a rebellion of 
their people, they may be ftrangled by the very 
janiffaries kept for their fecurity againft all other 
lebeHion; Thus we have feen the king o£ France 
fold by his foldiers for an incrcafe of pay. But 
where popular authority is ahfolute and unrc' 
ftratned, the people have an infinitely greater, be- 
eaufe' a hi better founded confidence in their own 
power. They are themfelves, in a great meafurej 
their own inftruments. They are' nearer to theiic 
objefls. Befides, they are le& under refponfibility 
to one of thegreateft cwitr^ing ptowerson earthy 
the fenfe of feme and eftimation. The fiiare of 
infamy that is likely to fall to the lot of each indi- 
: - * vidual 
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^dual' in publlck ads, is finall indeed; the' 6peraA 
tion of opinion being in the iilverfe ratio to the 
number ofthofe who abufe power. Their own 
approbation of their own ads has to them the ap-. 
pearance of a publick judgment in their favour; 
, A perfed democracy is therefore the moft flianiei 
lefs thing in the World. As it is the iHoft Ihame- 
lefaj it is alfd the moft fearlefs. No tnan appre^ 
hends in his perfon he can be made fubjcd to pa- 
nilhment. . Certainly the people at large never 
ought: for 'as all punifliments ^re foi^ example to- 
wards the c6nfervation of the people at large, the 
people at large can never become the fubjed of 
punilhment by any human hand.* It is therefore 
of infinite importance that they Ihoold not be fuf- 
fered to ima^ne that their Will, any more than that 
of kings, is th9 itandard of right and wroi^. 
They oiight to be perfuaded that they are ftUl as 
Ittde entitledj.and far lefs qualifiedj with iafety to 
themfelves, to ufe any arbitrary power whatfo- 
everj that therefore they are not, under a falfe 
fiiew of liberty, but, in truth, to exercife an unna- 
tural, inverted domination, tyrannically to exaft, 
from thofe who officiate in the fiate, not an entire 
devotion to their intereft, which is their right, but 
an abjedt fubmilHon to their occafionalwiU; extin- 
guilhing thereby, in all thofe who ferve them, all 

* QuIc^uiJ iDultia pcccatur mulruni, 

N 2 moral 
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moral princifd^ all fen& of digmty, att ufe of jilci^ 
ment, and all confifiency of chara^r, wbilfi by 
ihevay fame proccfs they giye themfelves up a 
proper, a fuitable, but a moll coAtemptkitc prey 
to the fervile ambition of popiiki fycophants or i 
courtly flatterers. 

■ Wlien the peo^e haife emptied &emiHves of all 
t^ luft of ielfi& will, which without leligien it is 
ttttedy impo^ile they ever ihould, when they are^ 
eonfcious that they exefcife, aiad exefcife perhaps- 
iA a higher link of the ordev of delegation, the 
^wer, which tfrtele^mote mnft be according 
to that etemal hnmutabte law, in whicH win and 
^eafofi are the fitnie, they will be mope carefid how 
they place power in bafe and incapable handsi In 
thdr nomination no t^ce^they w31 not appoint to 
the exercife of authority, as to a pitilul job, but a»^ 
io a holy Ain^on; not according to^dieur fordid 
fdlftfli intcFell:, nor to theu^' wanton- caprice, nor to* 
their arbitrary vnS\; bttt they wiff conitr that 
power (wWch any man may wdl tremble to giy<' 
wto~ receive) on thtrfe only, in- whom they may 
difcern that predominant proportion of adive 
w.tue and wiClom, taken together and fitted to^ 
the charge, fuch, asin the great and inevitable 
-mixed maf» of human imperfedions and infir-mi-' 
-ties, is to be found. ' 

When they are habitually convinced that no- 
evil can be acceptable, either in the aft or the per- 
miiCon,' 
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auffion, to Mm whoie eflence i$-good»thay wiU b^ 
better able to extirpate out of the minds of all mv 
gtfirates, civil, ecclefiaftical, or military, any thing 
that bears the leaft refemtdance to a proud axui 
lawlefe domination. ~ 

But one of the firft and mpfi: leading prindples 
on which the commonwealth xad the laws arf 
confecratad, is left the temporary pofle&rs- and 
life-renters in it, unmindful of what they have re* 
cdvtid from their uiceftorsj bi of what is. due tt) 
their pofterity, fliould a& as if they were the 
entire mafters ; that they ihould not think k 
;unongft their rights to cut otf the ^ntaH, or comr 
mit wafte on the inheritance, by deftroying at 
their pleafure the whole original fabrick of thei? 
fociety; haz^ding to leave to thofe who com? 
after them, a' ruin inftead of an habjtation — and 
teaching thefe fucceflbrs as. Uttle to.r<(peft thar 
contrivance^ as they had them&lyes rstpeded the 
infiitutions of their forefathers. By this unprin- 
cipled fecijity of changing the ftate as ^en, and 
as much, and in as many W2rys as there, am float- 
ing ^cies or -fa&tons, the w^ole chain and con- 
tinuity of the commonwealth would be broken. 
No one generation could Bnk with the other. 
Men would become little better than the fliei ©f a 
fummer. 

And firft of all, the . ficiencc of jurifprudenccf 
the pride of the huniut intdle^, wHch, ^th all its 

--- N3 defecfe. 
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deft^b, redundancies, and errours, Is the cbllefted 
Peafon of ages, combining the principles of original 
jxrftice with the infinite variety of human con- 
cerns, as aheap of old exploded errours, would be 
■ no longer ftudied. Perfonal felf-fufficiehcy and ar- 
rogance (the certain attendants up3n allthofewho 
have never experienced a wifdom greater than 
their own) utould ufurp the tribunal. Of courfe, 
no certain laws, eltabliTHing invariable grounds of 
hope and fear, would keep the aftions of men in 
a certain courfe, or direct them' to a certain end. 
Nothing flable in the modes of holding property, 
or cxercifing funftion, could form a folid ground 
on which any parent could fpeculatc in the educa- 
tataori of his offspring, or in a choice for their fu- 
ture eftabhfhment in the world. - Vo principles 
would be-eirly worked into the habits*- • As foon 
as the m*[ft "able inftruftor had completed his labo- 
rious cotrrTftof inftitution, inftead of fending forth 
his pupil, acccwnpliflied in a virtuous difcifiine, 
fitted to^ocure him attention and refpeft, in his 
placfe ij^fociety, he would find every thing altered j 
andtHat-he had turned out a poor fcreature to the 
contempt andderifion of the world/ignorant of 
the truo grounds df eftimation. - Who would in- 
jure a-tsnderand delicate fenfe of- honour to beat 
almoft with the firft pulfes of the heart, when no 
man-could-fenow what would beitheteft of honour 
iA-A ntakftif continually- -Varying the^fiandard of its 
■J .' ,' Coin? 
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Ctiin? No part of life would retain its acquifitions. 
Barbarlfm with regard to fcience and literature, 
. unlkilfulnefs with regard to arts and manufa^ures^ 
w^ould in&llibly fucceed to the want of a fleady 
education and fettled principle; and thus the com* 
monwcalth itiHf would, in a. few generations, 
crumble away, be difconne^d into the duit. and 
powder of individuality, and at length difperfed tq 
fill the winds ofheaven. 

To avoid therefore the evils of inconftancy 
and verlatility, ten thouland times warfe than 
thofe of obftinacy and the blindeft prejudice, wc 
have confecrated the ftate, that no man ihpuld apr 
proach to look into its defe^ or corruptions but 
with due caution ; that he fhculd never dream of 
beginning its reformation by its,, fubverfion; that 
he ihould approach to the faults of the Hate as to 
the.woxmds of a father, with pious awe and treni; 
bling foEcitude. By this wife prejudice we are 
taugHt to look with horrour on tjiofc children of 
their country who are prompt raflily to hade that 
aged parent in pieces, aqd put him into the kettle 
of magicians, in hopes that by th«»r poifouous 
weeds, and wild incantations, they may regenerate 
the paternal conftitutioo, and renovate' their fat 
ther's- life, 

- Society is indeed a contrafl, Subordinate con- 
tra<fts for objefe pf mere occafional intereft may 
bediflblvcd.atpleifurje — but the ftafe ought iio? 
. . N4 ' tq 
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to be confidercd as nothing better than a partner' 
fiiip agreement in a trade of pepper and coffee, 
callico or tobacco, or fome other fuch low concern, 
to be taken up for a little temporary interefi, and 
to be diffolved by the fancy of the parties. It is to 
be looked on with other reverence; becaufe it is 
not a partnerlbip In things fubfervient only to the 
grofs animal exigence of a temporuy and periih- 
able nature. It is a partnership in all {dence; a 
partnerihipinallart; apartnerthip in every virtue, 
and in all perfection. As the ends of fuch a part- 
nerlhip cannot be obtained in many generations, 
it becomes a partnerfliip not only between thole 
who are living, but between thofe who are fiving, 

i thofe who are dead, and thc^e who are to be born. 

' £adi contrad (^ each particular ftate is but a daufe 
in the great primaeval contra^ of eternal ibdety, 
linking the lower with the higher natures, con- 
ne^ng the vifible and invifihle world, according 
to a fixed a»npad fanclioned by. the inviolable 
oath which holds all phyfical and all moral natures, 

^ each in their appointed place. This law is not 

'■ fubjecl to the will of thofe, who by an obUgation 
above them, and infinitely fuperiour, are bound 
to fubmit their will to that law. The municipal 
corporations of that univerfal kingdom are not 
morally at liberty at their pleafure, and on their 
fpeculations of a contingent improvement, wholly 
to feparate and tear afunder the bands of their 
fubordinate 
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fttbortUnate community, and to diflblve U iatp a« 
unfocial, undinl, unconne&eid efaaos of elancatsry 
princiides. It is tte £rft and Aifireme n^c^^tf 
oniyt a neceffity tluu is notchofen bat chooTea, a 
-neceflity paramount tD.de)iberation,.that ^mits 
no difcuffion, xnd demands no cvideoce,- which 
alone canjuftify a reforC to siiarchy. Hiis neceffity 
is no extqjtion to the rule; becaufe-this-necfsffity 
itfclf is a part too of that-jnoral andphyfical dif- 
poJititm of things to wluch -man muft be obe^enf: 
by confmt ox forces but if that vhidt is only fub> 
miffioD to neceflity ihould be' made the objed of 
choice, the law is br<^en, nature is difobeyed, and 
jthe rd}eUious are outlawed, eiA forth, and exiled, 
from this world of reaibn, and order, and peace, 
ahd virtue, and fruit&l penitence, into the anta- 
gonift world of madne&, diihord, vice, confiilion} 
and unavajlii^ fbrrow. 

Thefe,-my dear Sir, are, were, and I think long 
tv^ he, the &ntiments of not the JeaA learned pid 
refleding part of this Icingdpm. I^ey who are 
induded in this defcription, farm their opinions 
on fiurh grounds as fuch per&os ought to form 
them.' The leis inquiring recdve them from an 
authority, which thole whom Providence dooms 
to live on truft need not be aihamed to rely on, 
ITiefe -two forts of men move in the feme direc- 
HoDt though in a different place. They both more 
with the order of the uoivorfe. They all know 
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or feel this great ancient truth: '^ Quod illi-prin* 
"dpi et prsqjotenti Deo qui omncm hupc inun*- 
V dum -regit, nihil eorum qua: quidem fiant ia 
** terris acceptius quam concilia ct catus hominum 
♦*-jure fociati quae civitates appellantur." They 
take thjs-'tenet of the head'^nd heart, not from 
the greie'nanve whidi it immediately bears, nor 
from the greater from whence it is depvcd; but 
ftom th^t which, alone can give true weight . and 
£iii£Hotv CO- any learned opinioQ, the eommon na- 
ture .^nd cominon'Tdation q£' man.' Perfuaded 
that all things ought-to be do{ie -with reference, 
and referring all to the pQintof reference to which 
all Ihould be direded, they think themfelves 
bound, not only as individuals in the ianftuaryof 
-the heart, or as congregated in that.perfbnal capa^ 
city, to renew the memory of their high Origin 
and caftj but alfo in their -corporate charaftcr ,to 
jperform their national homage to't^einftitutor, 
and author- and proteftor of civil focicty^ without 
which civil fociety mEin could not by _aip' poffibir 
lity arrive at the perfcftion of which his Haiiure if 
Capable, nor even malfe a remote and feint api 
proach to it. They conceive that -He .who. gave 
Our nature to be perfeflrdby' our viitue, wiUed alfo 
the neceffary means of its perfection — He willed 
therefore the ftatc-i*-He willed its connection with 
the Iburceand original, archetype of all perfeAiori. 
They who are conviHced of this his will, which n 

the 
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the law of laws and the fovereign of foverfeigng; 
cannot think it rqjrehch&le that this our corp&i 
rite fealty and homage, that this our recog^ioil 
of a figniory paramount, I had'althofl faki thi's 
oWation ofthe ftate itfelf, asa worthy offering ori 
the high altar of univerfal pralfc,' flbiould be pe*^^ 
formed as all publick folemn'a<fts "are performed, 
in buildings, in mufrck, in decoration,' in fpeecb; 
in the dignity of perfOns, according to the cuftomS 
of mankind, taught by their nature; that is, wifb 
modeft fplendour, with una0uming ftate, with mild 
majefty and fober pomp. > For thofc purpofes they 
think fome part of the wealth of the country is as 
ufefully employed as it can be, in fomenting the 
luxury of individuals. It is the publick orna- 
ment. It is the publick confolation. It nouriihes 
the publick hope. The pooreft man £nds his 
own importance and dignity in it, whilft tho 
wealth and pride- of individuals- at every moment 
makes the man of humble rank and fortune fen- 
Jible of his inferiority, and d^rades and vilifies 
his condition. It is for the man in humble life, 
and to raife his nature, and to put him in mind of 
a ftate in which the privileges of opulence will 
ceafe, when he will be equal by nature, and may . 
be more than equal by virtue, that this portion of 
the general wealth of his country is employed and 
ian&ified. 
I aiture you I do not aim at fingularity. I givs 
you 
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^lya oiufuoos which have XxtB secefAed asiongft 
p^,^om very early times to this moment, ^kh-s 
i^c^tisucd 9n4 geoeral appFobation, and whith irh- 
deed are fo worked into my mind, that I am un^hk 
tp difttng^iilh wh9t I have learned frcnn otheri) 
£rom the refiilts of my own meditation. 

It is on fome fuch principles that the majwity 
of the people of England, &r from thinktRg a 
religious national eftabUfhment unlawful, hardly 
thii>k it lawful to be without one. In France you 
are wholly mifiaken if you do not beUeve us above 
all other things attached to it, and beyond all 
oth^r nations; and when this peo{^ has a^edun* 
wifely and unjuftjfiably in its fevour (as in fome in* 
ftawps they have done moft certainly) in thar 
very.errours you will at leaft difcover their aeal. 
■■ This pvinciple TUBS through the whole fyftem 
of their polity. They do cot confider their church 
efiablifhnient as cdnvement, bitt as dfential to 
thdrikte;- not as' a thihg. heterogeneous and £e» 
fSJeXAsi foioething added for accommodation^ - 
what £hcy may either keep up or lay afide, accord^ 
ing to their' temporary ideas of convemencci. 
They conlider it a^ the foundation of tlidr .whole 
. conftilution, with jvhich, and with every pact of 
which, it, holds an indiflbluble union. Church 
and ftate are ideas infeparable in their minds, and 
fcarcely is the one ever menucmed with6ut lAexi* 
fconing the other. ■ " . ■* " ••■■.'■' 

Our 
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- Our education U fo formed as to conGrm and 
fix this impreiion^ Our education 13 iii a man- 
no: whf^y in the hands of ecclefiailicks, and in 
all ftages from infancy to manhood. Even when 
our youth, leaving fchools and nniverfitics, cntef 
that moft important period of life which begins to 
link experience and ftudy togetherj and when 
with that view they vifit other countries, inftead 
of old domefticks whom we have feen as gover- 
oours to principal men from other parts, three* 
fourths of thtrfe who go abroad with oor young 
nobility and gentlemen are ecclefiafticks; not a» 
fluftere mailers, nor as mere followers^ bat as 
friends and companions of a graver, charader, and 
not feldom perfona as well b(n*n as themfelves. 
With them, as relations, they moft commonly keep 
up a clofe conne^on through life. By this com 
neftion we-conceive that we attach our gentlemen 
io the charch ; and We liberalize the church by an 
intercourie with the leading charaAers of the 
country. 

So tenacious are we of the old ecclcfiaftical 
modes and fofliions of inftitution, that very little 
.alteration has been made in them fince the four- 
teenth or fifteenth century; adhering in this par- 
ticular, as in all things elfe, to our old lettled 
tnaxim, never entirely nor at Once to depart from 
antiquity. We found thefe old ihftitutions, on 
Ac wh(^, ^vouralite to morality and dtfcipline; 

2nd 
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and we thought they were fufceptible of amend* 
ineat» without altering the ground. We thought 
that they were capable of receiving and meliorat- 
ing, and above all of preserving, the accelEons of 
fcience and literature, as the order of Providence 
ihould fucceflively produce them. And after all, 
with this gothick and monkilh education (for 
fuch it is in the ground-work) we may put in our 
claim to as ample and as early a {hare in all the 
^nprovements in fdence, in arts, and in literature, 
which have illuminated and adorned the modern 
world, as any other nation in Europe; we think 
one main caufe of this improvement was our not 
defpillng the patrimony of knowledge which was- 
left us by our forefathers. 

It is from our attachment to a church eftabliflt^ 
inent that the Englifii nation did not think it wife 
to entrull that great fundamental interell of the 
whole to what they truft no part of their dvil 
or military piiblick fervice, that is, to the uhfteady 
and precarious contribution of individuals. They', 
go further. Thq^ certainly never have fuffered 
and never will fuffer the fixed eftate of. the church 
to be converted into a penlion, to depend on the 
treafury, and to be delayed, withheld, or perhaps 
to be extingoifhed by fifcal diiHculties; which dif- 
ficulties may fometimes be pretended for political 
purpofes, and are in fa»^ often brought on by the 
extravagance, negligence,,, and rapacity of politi-. 



bvGoogIc 



nXVOLUTION lis FRANCE. I9I 

ctkns. The people of England think that thej 
have conftitutional motives, as well as religious, 
ag^nft any project of turning their independent 
clergy into eccIeCafiical pcnfioners of ftate. They 
tremble for their liberty, from the influence of a 
clergy dependent on the crown j they tremble for 
the publick tranquillity from the diforders of a 
faftious clergy, if it were made to depend upon 
any" other than the crown. They therefore mada 
their church, like their king and their nobility, in* 
'dcpeiident. 

From the united confiderations of reli^on and 
conftitutional policy, from their opinion of i duty 
to make a fure provifion for the confolation of the 
feeble and the inftruAion of th6 Ignorant, they 
have incorporated and id&ntiiied the eftate of the 
church with the mafs oi priiiate property, of which 
the ftate is not the ptoprietor, either for ufe Or 
dominion^ but the guardian only and the regU' 
lator. They have ordained that the provifion of 
this eftablifiiment might be as ftable as the earth 
On which it ftands, and fiiould not fluctuate with 
the Euripus of funds and aftions. 

The men: of England, the men, I mean, of light 
and leading in England, whofe wifdom (if they 
have any) is open and direft, would be afliamed, 
as of a filly deceitful trick, to profefs any religion 
in name, which by their proceedings they appear 
to contemn. If by their conduit (the only, lait^ 
guage 



zecbvGoogIc 



igX REFI.BCTK»TS OH THE 

gttage that rarely Ues) they leemed to regard the 
^eat ruling pruid|:^ of the moral and the natural 
world, as a mere invention to keep the vulgar in 
obedience, they aj^ehend that by fuch a condufl 
they would defeat the politick purpofe they have 
in view. They would find it difficult to make 
' 6thers believe in a fyftem to which they manifeftly 
gave no credit themfelves. The cfariftian ftatef- 
men of this land would indeed £rft provide for 
the muliitttdei becauie it is. the'flii(////Wc; and is 
therefore, as fuch, the firft object in the ecclefiaf- 
tical inflltution, and in all inltitutions. They have 
been taught, that the drcuniftance of the gofpel's 
bdng [ureached to the poor, was one of the 
great tefts of its true miffion. They think, there- 
fore, that thofe do not believe it, who do not 
take care it Ihould be preached to the poor. But 
as they know that charity u not confined to any 
one defcr^tion, but ought to apply itfdf to all 
men who have wants, they are not deprived of a 
due and anxious ien^ition of pity to the difire^ 
of the milerabte great. They are not repelled 
through a £iftidious dedicacy, at the ftench of thdr 
arrogance and prefumption, from a medicinal 
attenticm to their mental blotches and running ' ' 
fores. They are fehfible, that religious inftruc- 
tion is of more confequence to them than to any 
Others; from the greatneis of the temptation to 
which they arc cxpofedj from the important. con- 
fequences 
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feqOencfs that attend their faults j from the con- 
tagion of thdr ill example ; from the necelTity of 

, bowing down the flubborn neck of their pri(|e 
and ambition to the yoke of moderation and vif* 
tue } from a confideration of *he fat flupidity and 

- grofs igncupance concerning what imports men 
mclfl; to know, which Ju'evaila at courts, and at 
the head of armies, .and in ienates, aS'.much as ix 
the Ipom and m the fi^eld. 

The £nglifii people are fetisfied, that to the 
great the confolations of religion are as neceflary 
as its inftruotioDa. They too are among the un- 
happy. They feel perfonal pain and domeftick 
forrow. In thefe they have no privilege, but are 
futgeft to pay their ftiU contingent to the contri-' 

, butions levied on mortality. They want this fove- 
reign baUn under their gnawing cares and anxifi. 
ties, which being lefs converlant about the limited 
wants of animal life, range without limit,' and are 
diverfified by infinite combinations in the wild ^nd 
unbounded regions of imagination. Spine chari* 
table dole is wanting to thefe, our often very un* 
happy brethren, to fill the gloomy vgid that reignS 
in minds which have nothing on earth to hope or 
fear ; fomething to relieve in the killing languor 

■ and over-laboured laffitude of thofe who have no- 
thing to do ; fomething to excite an appetite td 
exiftence in the palled latiety which attends on all 
pleafures which may be bought, where nature ii 
Vol. V. O not 
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not left to her owit pFocefej where 6V«n defire'is 
anticipated,- and' therefpre fruition defeated, liy 
ineditated fchemes^ arid-conirivances of delighJ; 
and no interval, no obftacle, isint^rpofed between 
• theVifli.andithe aCGoraj^fliment. ' 

The pwple bf England know ho*- Httle infio- 
-erice the teachers of religion' are likely to have 
'wth the- wealthy and iprtwerful of long" ftandiiig, 
and how much lefs with the newly- ibraunate, if 
'-they appear In i manner n© way afforted to thofe 
'■'with whtfrn^-they mnft-aflociatc, and ov^# whom 

■ thfiy'mjjftetfen exercifCj in fome cafes, fomething 
" like an authority. What muft they think of that 

- body of teaciiers, if they fee it in no; part above 
■the eftabliftiment of their domeftick ffrvanti? If . 

- the poveViy wppe volutifaty, there might be fome 
■'■dlfFerence.' Strong inftaiices of fdf-denial operate 

■ powerfully on our minds ; and a man who has no 
wants has obtained great freedom and: iirmnefs, 
and even dignity. But as the mafe of ftny defcrip- 

• tion of rhcn-areibTit mcii, and theiu poverty can- 
'-not be voluntary, tlhat difrefpe<5t -which attends 

upon all lay property, will not depart fixjm the ec- 
" clefiaftical. Our provident ■conftitution has there- 
: foj-e taken cafe that thofe who are to infirucl pre- 

-fiimptuous ignorance, thofewho' are to be cenfors 
cover infolent vice, flunild neither incur th^r coji- 
I tempt, nor live upoo their alms ; nor will it tempt 
;■ therich to a neglift of the true medicine of thdr 
:. . .' . < .ounds. 
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minds. For thefe reafons, whilft we provide firft 
for the poor, and with a parental folicitude, wc 
have not , relegated religion (Uke fomething we 
Were aihamed .to fliew) to obscure muuicipalitiej 
or ruftick villages. > No 1 we will have her to exalt 
her mit;-ed front in courts and parliaments* We 
will have her inixed throughout the whole inafl 
of life, and blended with all the clafles of fod^ty* 
The people of England will (hew to the haughty 
potentates of the world, aD4 to their talking fo< 
phifters, that a free, a generous, an informed tm* 
tion, honours the high' magiftrates of its church ; 
that it will not fufier the infolence of wealth and 
titles, or any other fpecies of proud pretenfion, tp 
look down with fcorn upon what they look up td 
with yeverence; nor prefume td trainple on that 
acquired perfonal nobility, which they iutend al-* 
ways to be> and which often is, tjie fruit, not thd 
reward, (for what can be the reward?) of learft- 
ing, piety, and virtue. They can fee, without pain 
or grudging, an archbilhop precede a duke. They 
can fee^a bifiiop of Durham, or a bi£hop of Win- 
chefter, in pofleffion of ten thoufand pounds Jt 
year J and caiinot conceive why it is in worfe 
hands than eftates to the like amount in the hands 
,of this earl, or that fquire;, although it may be 
true, tjiat lb many, dogs and horfes are ftot kept 
by the fjjrmer, and fed with the viduals which 
ought to nourifh the childrea Of the people* It 
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is truc^ the is'hole church revenue is not always 
employed, and to every fliiiiing, in charity ; nor 
perhaps ought it ; but fomething is generally ftj 
femploycd. It is better to cheriflx virtue and hu. 
manity, by leaving much to free will, even with 
■fome lt)fs to the object, than to attempt to make 
Inen mere rnachines and inftruments of a political 
benevolence, The world on the whole will g^n 
by a liberty, without which virtue cannot exift. 

When once the commonwealth has eftabliflied 
the eftates of the church as property, it can, cop». 
fiftcntly, hear nothing of the more or the lefe. 
Too- much and too little are treafon againft pro- 
■perty. What evil can arife from the quantity in 
any hand, whUft the fupreme authority has the 
fall, fovereign fu^erJntendapce over this, as over 
'any property, to prevent every fpecies of abufe ; 
and, whenever it notably deviates, to give to it a 
direction agreeable to the purpofcs of its inftitu- 
tion. 

In Xngland moft of us conceive that it is envy 
and malignity towards thofe who are often th« 
beginners of their own fortune, and not a love of 
the felf-denial and mortification of the apcient 
church, that makcfe fome look afkance at the dif- 
tinfti<ms, and honours, and revenues, ^vhich, taken 
from no perfon, are fet apart for virtue. The cars 
"{rf the people of England are diftinguifhthg. They 
heat theft men fpeak broad. 'Hieir 'tbngue be. 

trays 
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traj's ^icta. Their language is in the patois of 
fraud} in the cant and gibberifh of hypocriTy. 
The people of England mull think fo, when thefe 
praters affeft tq carry back the clergy to that pri- 
mitive evangelidc, poverty, which, in the fpirit, ' 
ought always to exift in them, (and in us too, 
however we may like it) but in the thing muft be 
varied, when the relation of that body to the ftate 
is altered ; when manners, When modes of life, 
when indeed the whole order of human affairs has 
Undergone a total revolution. We fliall believe 
thofe reformers to be then honeft enthufiafts, not 
as now we think them, cheats and deceivers, when 
we fee jthem throwing their^own goods into com- 
mon, .»nd fubmitting- their own perfons to the 
■auftere difcipline of the early church. 

With thefe ideas rooted in their minds, the 
commons of Great Britain, in the national emer- 
gencies, will never feek their refource from ihc 
confifcation of the eftates of the cliurch and poor. 
Sacrilege and profcription are not among the ways 
and means of our committee of fupply. The 
Jews in Change-alley have not yet dared to Iiint 
. their hopes of a mortgage on the revenues belong- 
ing to the fee of Canterbury. I am not afraid 
that 1 ihall be difavowed, when I affure you, that 
there is not one publick man in this kingdom^ 
whom you would wifli to quote; no. not one of 
any party or defcription, who does.not reprobate 
05 the 
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the diflioneft, perfidious, and cruel cbnflftatloii 
which the national affeirbly has been compelled 
to make, of that property which it was their firft 
duty to protect, 

It is with the exultation of a little national pridt? 
1 tell you, that thofe amongft us who have wiftied 
to pledge the focieties of Paris in the cup of their 
fibomipations, have been difeppointed. The robi 
bcry of your church has proved a fecurity to the 
poffefllons of ours, It has roufed the people. They 
fee with horrpur and alarm that enormous and 
fliamelefe aft of profcription, It has opened, and 
will more and more open, their eyes upon the 
felfilh enlargement of mind, and the narrow libe- 
rality of fentiment of infidious men, which, com- ■ 
mencing in clofe hypocrify and fraud, have ended 
in open violence and rapine. At home we behold 
fimilar beginnings, y^e are on our guard againft 
fimilar eonclufipns. 

I hope we fliall never be fo totally loft to all 
fenfe of the duties impofed upon us by the law of 
focial uniop, as, upon any pretext of publick fer- 
vice, tq fonfifcate the goods of a fingle unoffendr 
ing citizen. Whq but a tyrant (a name cxpref- 
five of every thing which can vitiate and degrade 
human nature) could think "of feizing on the pror 
perty of m^n, unaccufed, unheard, untried, by 
- whole defcriptions, by hundreds and thoufandg 
together ? Who that had not loft every trace of 
' humanity. 
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humanity, could think of cafting down ttien' of ex- 
alted rank and &cred fundion, Ibme of them of 
an age to call at once for reverence and cotnpaf- 
fion, of cafting them down from the higheft fitut 
a^on in the commonwealth, wherein- they werft 
maintained by their own landed propertyj to a 
ftate of indigence, deprefiion, and contempt i 

The confiicators truly have made feme allows 
ance to their victims from the fcraps and frag-. 
ments of their own tables, from which they have 
been fo harihiy driven, and which have been fo 
bountifully fpread for a feaft to the harpies o£ 
ufury. But to drive men from independence to 
five on alms, is itfelf great cruelty. That which 
might be a tolerable condition to men in one ftate 
of life, and not habituated to other things, may, 
when all thefe circumftances are altered, be a dread- 
ful revolution ; and one to which a virtuous mind 
■would feel pain in condemning any guilt, except 
that which would demand the life of the offender. 
But to many minds this puniftiment o£ degradation 
and infamy is worfe than death. Undoubtedly it 
is an infinite aggravation of this cruel fuftering, 
that the perfons who were taught a double preju- 
dice in favour of religion, by education, and by 
the place they hdd in the adminiftraiion of its- 
functions, are to receive the remnants of the pro- 
perty as alms from the profane and impious hands 
of thofe who had plundered them pf all the reft ; 
O4 to 
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to receive (if they are at all to receive) not hom 
the charitable contributions of the faithful, but 
from the infolent tendprpeiq of kpown apd avow- 
ed athei^, the maintenance of reli^Dj ineafui'e4 
put tQ them on the ftandarrf of the contempt in 
which it is held ; and for the purpofc of renderr 
tug thofe who receive the allowance vile, and of 
DO eflimation in the eyes of mankind. 

But this aft of fcizure of property, it feepis, is 
a judgment in law, and pot a confifcatlqn. They 
have, it feems, found opt in the academies of the 
Palais Reyal, and the Jacobins^ that certain mei> 
had no right to the poOeflions whiclt they hel4 
under law, ufage, the deci£ons of courts, and thq 
accumulate4 prefcription of, a thoufand years. 
They fay that ecdciiafiicts ve fiftitious perfons^ 
jCreatures of the fiate, whoni at pleafure they niay 
deftroy, and of courfe limit and modify ih every 
particular J thaj the goods they pofffcfs are not pro- 
perly theirs, but belong to the ftate which created 
the fiction ; and wc aire therefore not to trouWa 
ourfelyes with what they may fuffer in their pa? 
tural feelings and natural perfons, on account of 
what is done towards them in this their conflruc- 
tive charafter.* Df what import is it, under what 
names ypu injure men, and deprive thepi of the 
juft erfioluments of a profeflion, in which they 
were not only -permitted but encouraged by the 
flate to engage ; and upon the fuppofed certainty 
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ft which e^ohunents they had fonned the pSaa o£ 
their Mses, contraded dd)ts, and led qmUitudes to 
an entire dt^isdeoce upon ihem i 

You do not imagine. Sir, that I :uii going to 
com[4i[nQit this milerable dlfiio^Uon of ptrfon* 
with any iong difcuflion. The arguments of ty- 
Ta.nny aic-^ contemptible as its force is dreadful. 
Kad not yoiar confifcators, by their early crimes, 
obtained a pow«r which &cures indemnity to all 
the crimes of which they have fince been guilty^ 
or that they can commit, it is not the fyllogifm of 
the lo^cian, but the lafli of the executioner that 
would have refuted a fophiftry which becomes an 
accompHce ,of theft and murder. The fophiftick 
tyrants of Paris are Ipud in their declamati(Mi» 
againft the departed regal tyrants, who in former 
ages have ye^ed the world. They are thus boM^ 
becaufe they are iafe from the dungeons and iron 
cages of thar old mafters. Shall we be more ten- 
der of the tyraiits of our own time, when we fee 
them afting worfe tragedies under our eyes? ihaU 
we not ufe t}ie fame liberty that they do, when we 
(can ufe it with the fam^ fafety ? when to fpeak 
honeft truth only requires a contempt of the opi- 
nions of thofe whofe aftions we abhor ? 

Tlxis outrage on aSl the rights of property was 
at firft covered with what, on the fyftem of theii 
fiondu^:, was the moft aftoniihing of all pretests 
asri regard to national faith. Th? qiemies to pro- 

perty 
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fetty A fitft pretended a iwofi tender, delicate, atiit 
fttupiilous enxiety -ftrr keeping the king's engage- 
ments With the publick Creditor. Thefe profidTora 
Af the rights o^ meh ate To bufy in teaching others, 
tfiat they ha^'e not ieifure to learn any thing them* 
fclves; Othcfwife they would have known, that it 
h to the property of the citiien, and not to the 
demands of the creffitor of the ftate, that the firft 
and original faith of civil fociety is pledged. The 
claim of the citizen Is prior in time, paramount 
in title, fuperiotir in equity. The fortunes of in- 
dividuals, whether poffeffed by acquifition, or by 
defcetit, or in virtue of a participation in the goods 
of fome community, were no part of the credi- 
tor's fecurity, expreffed or implied. They never 
fo much as entered into his head when he made 
his bargain. He well knew that the publick, whe- 
ther reprefented by a monarch or by a ienate, can 
pledge nothing but the publick eftate ; and it can 
have no publick eftate, except in what it derives 
from a juti and proportioned impolltion upon the 
citizens at large. This was engaged, and nothing 
elfe could be engaged to the publick creditor. No 
man can rhortgage his injuftice as a pawn AsT his 
fidelity. 

It Is impoflible to avoid fome obfervation on 

the contradiiflions caufed by the extreme rigour 

and the extreme laxity of this new publick faith, 

which influenced in this tranfa^on, and which 

influenced 
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influenced not according to the nature of the Obl|» 
gation,'but to the defcription of the perfpns to 
whom it was engaged. No afts of the old go- 
vernment of the kings of France are held yalid ju 
the national affembly, except its pecuniary engage* 
ments ; afts of all others of the mpft ambigUOVll 
legality. The reft of the afts of that royal govgj-J> 
ment are conlidered in fo odious a light, that t^ 
have a claim under its authority i§ IpoWd PD »s a 
fort of crime. A penfion, given as a reward for 
ferviee to the ftate, is furely as good a grojind ftf 
property as any fecurity for money advanced to 
the ftate. It is a better j for money is pftid, fUld 
well paid, to obtain that fervicg. We Jiav^ how- 
ever feen multitudes of people iisder this defcr^ 
tion in France, who never had been deprived sf 
their allowaTices by the moft arbitrary miliift?r|, 
in the mpft arbitrary times, by this affembly of the 
rights of men, robbed without mercy. They were 
tpid, in anfwer to their claim to the bread earned 
with th^ir blood, that their ferviees had not been 
rendered to the country that now exifts, 

This laxity of publick ftifh is not confined tO 
thofe unfprtunate perfpns. The affembly, with 
perfeft confiftency it muft be pwned, is engagejd 
in a refpeiSlable deliberation how far It Is bound 
by the treaties made with other nations under the; 
former government, and their committee is to 
report which gf therji they ought to ratify, and 
which 
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which not. By this means they have put the ex> 
ternal fidelity of this virgin fiate on a par tvlth it3 
internal. 

It is not eafy to conceive upon what rational 
jwindi^e the royal government Ihould not, of the 
two, rather have pofleffed the powet of reward- 
ing fervicc, and making treaties, in virtue of its 
prerogative, than that of pledging to creditors the 
revenue of th^ ftate, aftual and poffible. The trea- 
fare of the nation, of all things, has been the leaft 
allowed to the prerogative of the king of France, 
CH" to the prerogative of any king in Europe. To 
mortgage the publick revenue implies the fovc* 
rdgn dominion, in the fulleft fenfe, over the pub* 
.lick purfe. It goes far beyond the truft even of a 
temporary and occailonal taxation. The acts how- 
ever of that dangerous power (the diftinftive 
mark of a boundlefs defpotifm) have been alone 
held facred. Whence aroJe this preference given 
by a dempcratick affembly to a body of property 
deriving its title from the moft critical and ob' 
noxious of all the exertions of monarchical autho- 
«ity ? Reafon can fumifh nothing to reconcile in- 
confiftency j nor can partial &vour be accounted 
for ilpon equitable principles. But the contradic- 
tion and partiality which admit no juftificatton, 
are not the le& without an adequate caufe ; and 
ihat caufe I do not think It difficult to difcover. 

By the vaft debt of France a great monied inte- 

reft 
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reft has infcnnbly grown up, and with it a great 
power. By the ancieht ufages whu^h prevailed iii 
that kingdom, the general circulation of propertf, 
and in particular the mutual convertibility crfland 
into mtmey, arid of money into land, hiA alwayi 
been a matter of dificulty. Family fettlementff, 
rather more gener^ and more ftrift than they art 
ill England, ■ the Jus retradui; tht great ma& t/i 
lahdcd property held by the croWfi, and by' ji 
maxim of the French law held unalicnably, the 
'vaft eftates of the cccleflaftick corpbrations,'— all 
'thefe had kept the' landed and ihonieil ihccrefe 
more feparated in France, lefi mifcibH, and (te 
owners erf the two diftinfl fpedes of prbperty not 
■fo well difpofed to each other as fbcy arcih thb 
country. ^ ^ ^\ ' 1 

The monied property was long looked on widi 
rather an evil eye by the people. ""'Hicyfaw itcoB- 
•hedftdAvith their diftreffes, and aggravating tlitt^. 
It was "no lefs envied -hy thfe'oldlarflSed intereftfi, 
partty-forthe fame rfcafbns that rendered it ob- 
noxious to the people, but much more fo is It 
edipfed.'by the fplCTidoUr of "-an-'cfflentalions lux- 
ury, the unendowed pedigrees- and- hated" rifles of 
feveral among the nobility.- Even when the no- 
bility, which reprefented the more ^ermMieBt 
landed intereft, united theraifclve* by marriigc 
(which fometimea was tlic " cafe) with the other 
defcription, ' the wealth irhSch iaved'the^femily 

frem 
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tvotn fuiii^ w^s fuppo£b4 to contaminate and dc 
grade kf , jhm the eftmities and heart-burnings 
^thefb parties;Were increafed even by the ufual 
f^iai by which diTcord is made to ceafe^ and 
^Uartels are turned into f^iendihip. In. the mean 
,time, the pride of the wealthy men, not noble or 
.fcewly noble, inCTeafed with its caufe.' They felt 
.with refentment. an inferiority, the grcnjnds of 
which they did not acknowledge. There was no 
Ineafure to which they were not willing to lend 
Ithemfelvesj.^n order to.be revenged of , the out* 
Jfages of this rival pride, and to exalt their .wealth 
to what th^y confidered as its natural rank and 
^imocion. T^i^y fbruck at the Jiobility through 
iht croWii and, the church. They attacked ihtm 
particularly on the fide on which they thought 
them the moil yifittttahht that is, the pdiTdlions 
fi£ the churchj which, Uirough the patronage of 
the crown, generally devolved upon the.^obility. 
Ilic bilhojticks, and the gr&it commendatory 
abbiesj w.ere, witk few exc^tioijs, held, by that 
■ptdti. ,;.. ^ -• ... . ,, ' ., 

Jn this &t€ of .real, thougK not always p^r- 
.ceived warfare between the notle ancient landed 
.Meteft* and the aew m,Ofijied intereftj jhe greateft 
■(jeaitfe the mpft aj^licable^ftrength was in the 
, hajids of the latter. T^he mpjii,ed intereft is in its 
bature flnoif^ t^4y ^^^ ^Y adventure; atid its pof> 
■^(^U mOt9 ^3fed : t^ n«W ^^nter^rl^ of any 

kind* 
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more mtairaUy wkh -any -novelties. It is. therefore 
the kind of wsilth whoob will be refgrted to by^ 
'sv^ho.wilh for diinge.' ■ . ^ 

■ AlQi^3with tfie;rtionied iiterefti 4new def^rifk 
don ofmen hadLgrow^nupi with whom th^'iii- 
tereftibon formed*, dofe ahd marked unlopj I 
. mean:the politkaliimtn o£ letters. Men of IstXefH, 
fond of diftinguMbing tiicmfelves, arefarelyaverfe 
.so innovation. Since the decline of the life and 
gr&tnefs of Louis: the Fourteenth, tbt^ were not 
ib mucfi . cultivated .£tther by hipi, or by tfee re* 
geot,<M* the fijcceffors: to the crown i n^r were 
they engagod to the court by favours stnd.amol»- 
mentiib iyftamatically as- dwring the fplepdid ft' 
riot} of ihttt oftontatipiis and not ixepoSti^; re%^ 
What.thcy'loft in the. .old. court iJroteSjqn, th^ 
endejrv'ouiQd to make ,up by joipigg top f^rt ^f 

• incooporaiaMi.Of their own; to'whKh th« tw« 
iacademicfl q£ Francc^and ^fteriysptte the v^.UB- 
, dertafcii^ of .the. Ericycl&pftdia, ^afri^.'on by.-a 

• fociety of thjefe,gentlcmci»rdid iwt 3 ttttl? cofttji- 
butev- :;."„■• ;■ ■ , :-' ., :; . _. . 

• The literary .-cabal ia^ fi»ne y^^ agp.ft>rfflid 
■ fomething like a regular pl»n foj! ttei^fUift^^ 
of;the,chriaian.rdigiop* This-pl^ef^.lfeey {wftr* 
fued with a degree .of ?eal which hitherto liad 
been, difcovered pn'y in the propagators of" foms 
fyftem of piety, They were pofiMfed with a fplrjt 
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of pr<^elytirm in the Oioft'&itadcal deg^ee^ ihd 
from thence, by -an eafy|JTOgie&, witii-the-^cit 
of perfecution accor^ng to their meang.t What 
was not to be done towardg theirgreat end by 
any dire6); of imme<£ate a&, might be wrought 
by a longer procefs through the medium of opi- 
nion- To command thit opiraon, the^&fl'iiep is 
to eftablJfh i dominion over Uiofe who direfi.it. 
They contrived- to poffcis thenifelves, with great 

■ method and perfeverance, of all the aTcnncs ,to 
literary fame. Many of them indeed^ ftood high 
in the ranks of literature andfcience- T&e world 
Iiad done them juAlce -, and in favour of ^uieral 

-talents for^ve the evUtendencyaf their peculiar 
pTidcq)les. This was true liberality ; wMcLthcy 

■reCuroed by enddeafotirii^ to:confine the reputa- 
tion of fen^, -learning, and-tafte to thmfelves or 

■'tiieir* folfowers; I wiU venture to. iay; that tlas 

-narrow, exclufive fpirit' has not.beenleis prejudi- 
cial to literature and to tafie, than to morals^ and 
tnie philofophy. Theft atfadftical fathers have a 
bigotry of- thejt oym.; -and they.have learnt to 
talk againfl: monks with the fpirit of a monkl 

■But in fame -things they are men of the world. 

■ ITie refouroea of intrigue are called In to fupply 
th« dejis^ of argument and wit. To this fyilem 

* This (down to the end of the firft fentence in the next pa- 
ragraph) and Ibme other parts here and there, yiae inferletl, on • 

■ tu« reading the manufctipt, by hijr Icrft-fon. ... 

- ' of 
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of literary monopoly was joined an unremitting 
induftry to blacken and difcredit in every way, 
and by every means, all thofe who did not hold ■ 
to their fadtion. To thofe who have obferved the 
ipirit of thdr conduft, it has long been clear that 
nothing was wanted but the power of carrying 
the in;toleraDce of the tongue and of the pen into 
a perfecution which would ftrifce at property, li- 
berty, and life. ' 

The defultory and faint perfecution carried on 
againft them, more from compliance with fomt 
and decency than with ferious refentment, neither 
weakened their ftrength, nor relaxed their efibrts. 
The iffue of the whole was, that what with oppo- 
fition, and what with fuccels, a violent and ma- 
lignant zeal, of a kind hitherto unknown in the 
world, had taken an entire pofieilion of their 
minds, and readered their whole converfation^ 
which otherwife would have been pleaiing and- 
inftru£tive, perfedly diigufting. A fpirit of ca- 
bal, intrigue, and profelytifm, pervaded all their' 
thou^ts, words, and a^ons. And, as contro- 
versy zeal foon 'turns its thoughts on force, they 
began to infinuate themfelves into a correfpon-. 
dence with foreign princesj in hopes, through' 
their authority, which at firft they flattered, they 
might bring about the changes they had in view. 
To them it yvas indifferent whether thefe changes 
were to be accomplished by the thunderbolt of 

Vol. V. P dcfpotifm. 
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'<irfpotifm, or by the earthquake of popular com- 
motion. The correfpondence between this cabal 
and the late king of Pruflia, will throw no fmall 
light upon the fpirit of all their proceedings.* For 
the iume purpofe for which they intrigued- witlt 
princes, they cultivated, in a diftinguiflied man- 
ner, the monied intereft of France; and pHrtly 
through the means furntflied by thofe whofe pe- 
culiar offices gave them the moft extenfiveand 
certain means of communication, they carefully 
occupied all the avenues to opimon. '■' ;' 

-. Writers, efpcdaBy: when they aft in a body, 
aad with one cUre£tion, have great influence on 
Uie publick mind; the alliance therefore of thefe' 
writers with the' monied intereftjt had no fmall 
dfeft in removing the popular edium and envy 
which attended that ipecies' of wealth. Thefe 
writers, like the propagators.'Of all noTelties, pre- 
tended to a great zeal for the poor, and the lower 
orders', whilft in their fiitircs they rendered hate* 
fo}, by. every exaggeration, the faults of courts, of 
nobility, and of 'priefthood, TJiey. became a fort' 
of demagogues. They fervedas a^hiik ta unite,' 
in iavour ofone objeft, obnoxious^weahh-to reft- 
lefe and defperate poverty- . ;; : 

As thefe two kinds df rneii.- appear .principal: 

• I do not cliufe to (hock tUe fteling.of (he moral rea<ier with 
any (juoUtion of their vulgar, bafe, antl profane language, 

t 'Fheir connrfflion with l-ufgot-and aJmoft'alPfhe people rf' 
the finance, • : _ . 

leaders 
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leaders in all the late tranfaftions, their juhaioii 
and politicks will ferve to account, not upon any 
principles of law or of policy, but as a caufe^ iot 
the general fury with which all the landed pro- 
perty of ccdefiaiBcal corporations has been attack- 
ed j and the great care which, contrary to their 
pretended principles, has been taken, of a monied 
intcreft originating from the authority of the 
crown. All the envy agalnft wealth and power, 
Was artifidally direded againft other defcriptions 
of riches. On what other principle than that 
Which t have flated can we account for an appear- 
ance fo extraordinary and unnatural as that of the 
<!cclefiaftical poffeffions, vi'hich had flrood fo many 
fucceffions of ages and ftrocks of civil violences, and 
were guarded at oncebyjuftice, and byptejudice, 
bang applied to the payment of debts, compara- 
tively recent, invidious, and contraded by a dtt- 
cried and fubverted government? 

Was the publick eftate a fufficient ftake for the 
' jlublick debts? Affiime that it was not, and thaf 
a l6fs muji be incurred foitiewhere— When thtf 
oftly eftate lawfuHy poflSTed, and which the cori- 
traifling parties had iii contemplation at the timtf 
in Which'their bargaiff *as made, happens to fell,' 
who, accdrding to the principles of natural and 
legal equity, ought to- Be the ftifferer? Co-tainiy 
it ought to be either the party who tfuflrd; or 
tTie party who perfuaded hinitojruft; orbottj 
Pa and 
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and not third parties who had no concern witli 
the tranfaclion. Upon any infolvency they ought 
to fufFer who were weak enough to lend upon bad 
fecurity, or they who fraudulently held out a fe- 
curity that was not valid. Laws are acquainted 
with no other rules of decifion. But by the new 
inftitute of the rights of men, the only'perfons, 
who in equity ought to fufFer, are the only perfons 
who are to be laved harmlefs : thofe are to anfwer 
the debt who neither were lenders nor borrowers^ 
mortgagers nor mortgagees. 

What had the clergy to do with tliefe tranfac- 
tions? What had they to do with any publick en- 
gagement further than the extent of their own, 
debt ? To that, to be fure, their eftates were bound 
to the laft acre. Nothing- can lead more to the 
trug fpirit of the affembly, which fits for publick 
confiTcationj with its new equity, and its new mo- 
rality, than an attention to their proceeding with 
regai^ to this debt- of the clergy. The body of 
cpnfifcators, true to that monied intereft for which- 
ihey were fijfe to every other, have found the 
clergy competent to incur a legal debt. Of courfe 
they declared them legally entitled to the property 
which their power of incurring the debt and mort- 
gagii^ihe, eftate implied j recognifing the rights 
of thoie perfecuted citizens, in the very a.ft. in 
which they were thus groisly violated. 
. If, as I laid, any perfons are to iijake good de- 
ficiencies 
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-ficiendes.to the publick creditor, befides the pub- 
iick at large, they muft be thofe who managed the 
agreement. Why therefore are not the eftates of 
all the comptrollers general confifcated f* W^y not 
thofe of the long fucceffion of minifters, financiers, 
and bankers who have been enriched whilft the 
nation was impoverifhed by their dealings and 
their counfels? Why is not the eftate of Mr. La- 
borde declared forfeited rather than of the arch- 
bifliop of Paris, who has had nothing to do in the 
creation or in the jobbing of the publick funds? 
Or, if you muft confifcate old landed eftates in 
favour of the money-jobbers, why is the penalty 
confined to one defcription? I do not know whe- 
ther the expences of the duke de Choifeul have 
left any thing of the infinite fums which he had 
derived from the bounty of Ins mafter, during the 
tranfactions of a reign which contributed largely, 
by every fpecies of prodigality in war and peace, 
to the prefent debt of France. If any fuch re- 
mains, why is not this confifcated? I remember 
to have been in Paris during the time of the old 
government. I was there juft; after the duke d'Ai- 
guillon had been fnatched (as it was generally 
thought) from the block by the hand of a protect- 
ing defpotifm. He was a ininifter, and had fome 
concern in the affairs of that prodigal period.' 
Why do I not fee his eftate delivered up to the 
municipalities in which it is fituated? The noble 
• All have been coni5rcBted in their turn. 

P 3 family 
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funily pf Noailles have long h^ea femnts (meri- 
torious fervaqts I admit) to the crown of France, 
an^ have had of courfe fome fhare in its bounties. 
Why do I hear nothing of the application of their 
^ftates to the publick debt? Why is the eftate of 
the duke de RocheFoucault more facred than that . 
of the cardinal de Rochefoucaultf Tlie former is, 
I doubt not, a worthy perfon ; and (if it were 
pot a fort of profaneneis to talk of the ule, as af> 
feaing the title to property) he makes a good ufe 
of his revenues; but it is no di£refpe£t to him to 
iay, what authentick information well warrants me 
in faying, that the ufe made of a property equally 
valid, by his brother* the cardinal archbiihop o£ 
Rouen, was far more laudable and far more pub* 
lick-fpirited. Can one hear of the profcrlption of 
fuch perfons, and the confifcation of their effe£ls, 
without indignation and horrour? He is not a 
man who does not fed fuch emotions on fuch oc- 
caijons. He does not deferve the name of a free 
man who will not exprels them. 

Few barbarous conquerors have ever made fo 
terrible a revolution in property. None of the 
heads of the Roman fa<^ons, when they eftabUfhed 
" crudelem illam haftam" in all their aucHons of ra- 
pine, have ever fet up to fale the goods of the con- 
quered citizen to fuch an enormous amount. It 
mufl; be allowed in favour of thofe tyrants of anti- 

■ Not his brother, nor any near relation; but lhi» millakc does 
not affeA the argument. 

quity. 
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quity, that what was done by them couM hardly 
be laid to be done in cold blood. Their puffiont 
were inflamed, their tempers foured, their under- 
ftandings confufed, with the fpirit of revenge, with 
the innumerable reciprocated and recent inflic- 
tions and retaliations of blood and rapine. They 
were driven beyond all bounds of moderation by 
the apprehenfion of the return of power with the 
return of property, to the families of thofe they 
had injured beyond all hope of fbrgivencfs. 

Thefe Roman confifcators, who were yet enly 
in the elements of tyranny, and were not in- . 
ftrucled in the rights of men to exercife all forts 
of cruelties on each other without provocation, 
thought it neceffary to fpread a fort of colour over 
thrir injuftice. They confidered the vanquifhed 
party as compofed of traitors who had borne arms, 
or otherwife had afted with hoftility ag^nft the 
commonwealth. They regarded them as perfons 
who had forfeited their property by their crimes: 
With you, in your improved ftate of the human 
mind, there was no fuch formality. You feizcd 
apon five millions fterling of annual rent, and 
turned forty or fifty thoufand human creatures 
out of thdr houfes, becaufe " fuch was your plea- 
" furc." The tyrant Harry the eighth of England, 
as he was npt better enlightened than the Roman 
Marius's and Sylla's, and had not ftudied in your 
new fchocds, did not know what an effe^al in- 
F4 firument 
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firument of defpotifm was to be found in that 
;gralid magazine of ofienfive weapons, the rights rf 
men. When he refolved to rob the abbies, as the 
club of the Jacobins have robbed all the ecclefiaf- 
.ticks, he began by fetting on foot a commiilion to 
examine into the crimes and abufes which prevailed 
4n thofe communities. As it might be expected, 
his commiflion reported truths, exa^erations, and 
ialfehoods. But truly or falfely it reported abufes 
and offences. However, as abufes might be cop- 
icded, as every crime of perfons does not infer a 
forfeiture with regard to communities, and as 
' property, in that dark age, was not difcovered to 
be a creature of prejudice, all thofe abufes (and 
there were enough of them) were hardly thought 
fufficicnt ground for fuch a confifcatioit as it was 
for his purpofes to make. He therefore procured 
the formal furrender of thefe eftates. All thefe 
operofe proceedings were adopted by one of the 
mofl: dedded tyrants in the rolls of hiftory, as ne- 
ceffary preliminaries, before he could venture, by 
bribing the members of his two fcrvile houfcs 
with a fliare of the fpoil, and holding out to them 
an eternal immunity from taxation, to demand a 
confirmation of his iniquitous proceedings by an 
aft of parliament. Had fate referved him to our 
times, four technical terms would have done his 
bufinefs, and' faved him all this trouble; he needed 
nothing more than one fhort form of incanta- 
tion— 
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■tfeti' — " Pblbfophy^ Light, Liberality-, the Rights tf 
■** Men." 

I can fay nothing in praife of thofe aSs of ty- 
ranny, which no voice has hitherto ever com- 
mended under any of their falfe colours ; yet in 
thcfe falfe colours an homage was paid by dcfpoi 
tifm to juftice. The power which was above all 
fear and all remorfc -was not fet above all Mmc 
Whilft fliame iKcps its watch, virtue is not wholly 
■estinguiflied in the lieart ; nor will moderation be 
- utterly exiled firom the minds of tyrants. 

I believe every honcftmAn fympathizes in his 
refle^ons with our poHtical poet on that occafion, 
and will pray to avert the omen whenever thcfe 
acts of rapacious defpotifm prefent themfelvcs to 
his view or his imagination : 

" May nofuchjiorm 

*' Tall on our times, where ruin inuji reform, 

*• Tell me (my mufe) what monjirous, dire cffeneCt 

*' What crimes could any Chrijiian king incenfe 

*' Tojuch a rage ? Was't luxury, or lujl ? . 

*' Was hefo temperaie,fo chajie^fo jujl? 

*' Were thefe their crimes? they were his own much tKore; 

** But wealth is crime enough to him that's poor*" 

• The reft of the paflage is this 

■" Wfao having fpent the treafiires of his crown, 
" Condemns their luxury to feed his own. 
« And yet (his iift, to varoifli o'ei the fliame 
•' Of factilege, muft bear devotion's name. 
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This lame wealth, which is »t ill times trea&ti 

and lefe nation to indigent and rapadous defp»-' 

'f No crJDte fo bold, but wpuM be m^dnftaod 

" A real, or atleaft a feeming good; 

'* Who fears not to do ill, yet fears the name, 

•• Aad, free from confcience, is a fl»ve to feme. 

" Thus be the church at once protcAs, and fpoil»t 

^-^Bift priDCes' fw<H'ds are Iharpet than tbcii ftytu. 

" And thus to th' ages paft he makes arriends, 

" Their charity deftroys, their faith dcfeotk. 

" Then did religion in a lazy cell, 

■' Inempty aery contempla lions dwell; 

" And like ^nc block, unmoved lay : but oars, 

" As much too aflive, like the fioik devours. 

" Isiherc no temp'rate region csn be known, 

*' Betwixt their frigid, and our torrid zone? 

•' CoulJ we not wjbe from th;it leihargick dream, 

"'But tobe reftlefs inaivorte extreme.' 

*' And for that lethargy was there no cure, 

" But to be call into a calenture ? 

" Can knowledge have no bound, but muft advance 

•• So far, to make us wifh for ignorance? 

" And rather in the dark to grope our way, 

" Tbun, led by a falfe guitic, to err, by day ? 

" Who fees tliefe difmal heaps, but would demand, 

" What barbarous invader fack'd the land? 

" But when he hears, no Goth, no Turk did bring 

•'This defoUtioB, but a Chriftian king; 

*' When nothing, but the name of zeal, appears 

*' 'Twist our beft aftions, and the woril of theirs, 

*' What does he think, our facrilege would fpare, 

" When fuch th' eSc£ls of our devotion are?" 

Coor£R'i HiJ-L, by Sir John Demiam, 

tifln. 
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tiftn, tinder all modes of pcfity, was your tempta- 
iion to violate property, l&w, and religion, united 
in- one object. But W3S the fiate of France & 
.V^retched and undone, that no other refource but 
rapine remained to preferve its cxiftenije? On this 
point I wiih to receive fome information. When 
the fiates met, was the condition of the finances (^ 
^ance fuch, that, after ceconomifing onjH-indples 
of juftice and mwcy through all departments, no 
£iir repartition of burthens upon all the orders 
could poUibly refiore them? If fuch an equal im- 
pofition would have been fu£5cient, you well know 
it might ealily have been made. Mr. Necker, in 
the budget which he laid before the orders aflem- 
bled at VerfMlles, made a detailed expofition of the 
ftate of the French nation.* 

If we give credit to him, it was not neceflary to 
have recourfe to any new impofitions whatfoever, 
to put the receipts of France on a balance with its 
expences. He ftated the permanent cliarges of all 
defcriptions, including the interefi of a new loan 
of four hundred millions, at 531,444,000 livres; 
the fixedrevenue at 475,494,000, making the de- 
ficiency 56,150,000, or ftiort of 2,200,000 fterling. 
■But to balance it, he brought forward &vings and 
improvements of revenue (confideredas entirely 

• Rapport de MonC le Direfteiir-gfn^ral des Finances, fait 
parordre du Roi^ VcrCailles. Mu j, 1789. 

certain) 
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certain) to rather more than the amount of that 
defidency ; and he concludes with thefe emphati- 
cal words (p. 39) " Quel pays, Meffieurs, que cd- 
** lui,.ou,yiwx impSts et avec de fimples objcts i^ 
" appergui, on peut faire difparoitre un deficit qui 
*' a fait tant de bruit en Europe." As to the re- 
imtmr&ment, the finking of debt, and the other 
great ot^eifts of publick credit and political ar- 
rangement indicated in Monfieur Necker's fpeech, 
no doubt could be entertained, but that a very 
moderate and proportioned affeffment on the ci- 
tizens without diftinftion would have provided 
for all of them to the fuUeft extent of their de- 
mand. 

If this rcprefentation of Monf. Necker was falfe, 
then the affembly arc in the higheft degree culpable 
for having forced the king to accept as his mini- 
fter, and fince the king's depofition, for having 
employed as their minifter, a man who had been 
capable of abufing fo notorioufly the confidence of 
his mafter and their own ; in a matter too of the 
higheft moment, and dirc£lly appertaining to his 
particular office. But if the reprefentation was 
exaft (as having always, along with you, conceived 
1 high degree of refpeci: for Mr. Necker, I make- 
no doubt it was) then what can be fud in favour 
,of thofe, who, inftead of moderate, reafonable, 
and general con^ributionj have in cold blood, and 
impelled 
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impelled by no neceffily, had recourfeto a-partial 
and cruel confifcation? ■■■ 

Wjs: that contribution rcfufed on a pretext of 
privilege, either on the part of the, clergy or on 
that of the nobHity? No certainly. As to the 
clergy, ihey even ran before the wilhes of the third 
order. Previous to the meeting of the ftaf ps, they 
had in all their inftruiSions exprefsly directed their 
deputies to renounce every immunity, which put 
them upon a footing diftin<% from the conditioa 
of their fellow fubjeds. In this renundation 
the clergy were even more explicit than the no- 
bility. . , , ;'., 

But let us fuppofe that the deficiency had re- 
mained at jJie 56 miUions, (or 2,3po,oool. fterl- 
in^) as at firft l^^ted by Mr. Necke^. . Let xla aU, 
low th^t all the r^ourceft he oppol^ to that de>. 
ficiency were impudent and groundlefs.fidionsj^ 
and that the affemMy (or their lords of articles*, 
at thq Jacobins) werefroon thencp juftified in layr 
ing the whole bijrd^ of ihzt ^c^zicwzy on the 
clergy,:r— yet allo^ylng all this, , a neceffity of 
2,2oo,oool, fterling will not fupport a confifcation, 
to the amount of five millicins. The impofition o^ 
2,2oo,oool. on the clergy, as partial, would havC; 

* In the Conftitution of Scotland, dunn;^ the Stuart reigns, » 
committee fat for preparing bills ; and none conld pafa, but ihofe 
previoufly pppr.oicd by tbcm. This committee was called lord* 
of niticltB, " _ ■ 

been 
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btien (^pfdHvfc and linjuft", but it Would riot h'avrf 
been altogether ruinous to £Kofc on whom it was 
irtpofed; and therefore it would riot haveirifwer- 
ed this teal pnrpofe of the managers. 

Perhaps perfons, uriaigilanited with the fiite of 
France, on hearing Gie clergy arid the noblefle 
were privileged in point of taxation, may be led 
to imagine, that previoQs to the rerolution thefe 
bodies had contributed nothing to the ftate. Thli 
hi great miftake. They certainly did not con- 
frtbute equally with each other, nor ckho* of 
them equally with the" commons. They both 
however contributed largely. Neither nobUity 
nor clergy ei^yed any exemption from the ex- 
cife on confurarf)le commodities, from duties of 
cuftom, or from any of the other rimnerous m- 
dire^ imporiti^iHs';^ WMcfi in Finance, as well as' 
here, make fo Very lai^e a proportion of all pay- 
nwats to the ffubtick. Thd notflefle paid the capi- 
tatieri. They paid alio a bird tax, called the twen- 
iSeth penny, to the height foihetirtics of three, 
ibmetimes of four ihiGings ifi the pound.; both of 
them </«-ftff impdkions of no light nature, and no 
tnvid produce. The clergy of the provinces an- 
nexed by conqueft . to Prance, (which' in extent 
make about an eighth part of the whole, but in 
wealth a much larger proportion) paid Ukewife to 
the captation and the twentieth penny, at the 
rate paid by the nobility. The clergy in the old 
provinces 
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provinces.' did not pay the capitatiai! ;. but they 
had redeemed themfelves at the espenc^ of about 
24 millions, dr a little more than a million iterling^ 
They were exen^ted from the twentieths; but 
thenthey-made free giftsj they contrafted debts 
for the ftate; and they were fubjeft to fome 
othef charges, the whole computed ,at about a 
thirteenth pjurt of th«r dear income. They ought 
to have paid jm'nually aboutforty thoiriand pounda 
more, to put them on a par with the contribntioa- 
<|f the nobHity. 

. When the terrours of this tremendous' pro&rip- 
tion hung over the clergy, they made an offer 06 
a contribution, through the archbifhop of Alx^ 
which, for its extravagance, ought not to hav^ 
been acc^ted. But it was evidently and obviouily! 
ibore advantageous to the publick creditor, than 
any tlung which could rationally! be promifedbjr' 
the confiiiatlon; .Why was it not accepted? The 
rcafon is plain-^There *as no defire that the 
diurch ihonid be broiight to ferve the ftate. T^ 
fervi£6:fl£_tfee ftatejwas _m^ a pretext to d^troy: 
the church. ., In their way to the deftrucHiijn of 
tKe'ch^ch they would, not fcfi^ to (deftroy their 
cfluntrysand they have d«ftroycd>it^ On©'griea€^ 
end'jji the project would have been defeated, if the 
I^an (rf extortion had bean adopted in liau of the 
fchefile -of cOnfifcatidn. The new landed wMereft 
qoniledodwiith the n^vvrepublickj.ai&icdone^ed 
r i with 
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■with it for its very being, could not have been 
created.^ This was among the reafons why that 
extravagant ranfom was not accepted. 

The (nadnefs of tiie projeft of confifcation, on 
■the plan that was firft pretended, foon. became ap- 
parent. To bring this unwieldy mais of landed 
property, enlarged by the confifcation of all the 
vaft landed domain of the crown, at once into 
Hiarket, was obvioafly to defeat the profits pro- 
. po&d by the confifcation, by depreciating the va- 
lue of thofe lands, and indeed of all the landed* 
eflates throughout France.. Such a fudden diver- 
fion of all its circulating money from trade to land,' 
^Djift be an additional liiifcbief. What ftep was 
taken? Did the aflembly, on becoming fehfible of 
the inevitable ill efie«5i:& of thtir projed:ed fale, re- 
Tert to the offers of the clergy ? No diftrels could 
oblige them to travel in a courfe which was dif- 
graced by any appearance of juftice. Giving over 
all hopes from a general immediate (ale, another, 
project fcenis to have focceeded. - They propofed 
to take ftockin exchai^e for the church lands. In 
that projed great difiiculties' arofe in equalizing 
the objeflis to be exchanged. Otiier obft^cles alfo 
prefented themfelves, which threw them back 
^gain upon fbme projeft of iale. The nmnidpa- 
Uties had taken an alarm. They .would nob hear 
of transferring the whole plunder of the king- 
dom to. the ftock-holders in Paris. Majy of thofc 
mijnicipaUties 
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municipaHties had been (upon fyftem) reduced to 
the njoft deplorable indigence. Money was no 
where to be feen. They were therefore led to the 
point that was fo ardently defired- They panted 
for a currency of any kind which might revive 
their periflung induftry. The lauxiicipalities were 
then to be admitted to a ftiare in the fpojl, which 

■ evidently rendered the firft fcheme (if ever it had 
been ferioufly entertained) altogether impra^- 
caUe. Pubiick exigencies preffed upon all fides. 
The minifter of finance reiterated his call for ftip- 
ply with a moft urgent, anxious, and boding voice. 
Thus preffed on all fides, inilead of the firft plan of 
converting their bankers into biihops and abbots, 
inftead of paying the old debt, they contracted a 
new debt, at 3 per cent, creating a new paper cur- 
rency, founded on an eventual fale of the church 
lands. They ifiued this paper currency to fatisfy 
in the firft inftance chiefly the demands made upon 
them by the Bank of dif count, the great machine, or 

, paper-mUl, of their fictitious wealth. 

The fpoil of the church was now become the 
only refource of all their operations in financej the 
vital principle of all their politicks ; the fole fecu-- 
rity for the exiftence of their power. It was ne- 
ceflary by all, even the moft violent means, to put 
every individual on the fame bottom, a»d to bind 
the nation in one guilty intereft to uphold^ this 
aft, and the authority of thofe by whojn it was 
Vol. V. 9 ■ .^ione. 
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done. In order to force the moft relutSant into a 
■participaitton of their pillage, they rendered their 
paper circulation compulfory in all payments. 
Thofe who confider the general tendency of their 
fchemes to this one objed as a centre, and a centre 
from which afterwards all their meafures radiate, 
will not think that I dwell too long upon this part 
of the proceedings of the national affembly. 

To cut off all appearance of connection between 
the crown and publick juftice, and to bring the 
■whole under implicit obedience to the dictators in 
Paris, the old independent judicature of the par- 
liaments, with all its merits, and all its faults, was 
wholly aboli£bed. Whilft the parliaments exifted, 
it was evident that the people might fome time or 
other come to refort to them, and rally under the 
ftandard of their ancient laws. It became how- 
ever a matter of confideration that the magiftrates 
and officers, in the courts now aboliihed, hadfur- 
chafed their placet at a very high rate, for which, 
as well as for the duty they performed, they re- 
ceived but a very low return of intereft. Simple 
confifcation is a boon only for the clergy; — to the 
" lawyers fome appearances of equity are to be ob- 
' ferved ; and they are to receive compenfation to 
an immenfe amount. Their compenfation be- 
comes part of the national debt, for the liquida- 
tion of which there is the pne exhauillefs fund. 
The lawyers are to obtain their compenfation in 

the 
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the new church paper, which is to march with the 
new principles of judicature and legiflature. ITie 
difiniffed magiftrates are to take their ftiare of 
martyrdom with the ccclefiafticks, or to receive 
thdr own property from fuch a fund, and in fuch 
a manner, as all thofe, who have been . feafoned 
with the ancient principles of jurifprudence, and ' 
had been the fwom guardians of property, muft' 
look upon with horrour. Even the clergy are to 
receive their miferable allowance out of the depre- 
ciated paper which is ftamped with the indeUble 
charafter of iacrilege, and with the fymbols of 
their own ruin, or they muft ftarve. So violent 
an outrage upon credit, property, and liberty, as 
this compulfory paper currency, has feldom be?n 
exhibited by the alliance of bankruptcy and ty- 
ranny, at any time, or in any nation. 

In the courfe of all thefe operations, at length 
comes out the grand arcanum /—that in reality, 
and in a fair fenfe, the lands of the church (fo far 
as any thing certain can be gathered from their 
proceedings) are not to be fold at all. By the late 
refolutions of the national affembly, they are in- 
deed to be delivered to the higheft bidder. But 
it is to be obferved, that a certain portion only of 
the purchafe money is to be laid down. A period of 
twelve years is to be g^ven for the payment of the 
reft. The philofophick purchafers are therefore, 
on payment of a fort of fine, to be put inftantly 
Q 2 into 
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into poffeflion of the eftate. It becomes in feme 
refpeAs a fort of gift to them j to be hdd on the 
feudal tenure of zeal to the new eftablifliment. 
This project is evidently to let in a body of pur- 
chafers without money. The confequence will 
be, that thefe purchafers> or rather grantees, will 
pay, not only from the rents as they accrue, 
which might as well be received by the Hate, but 
from the fpoil of the materials of buildings, from- 
Wafte in woods, and from whatever money, by 
hands habituated- to the gripings of ufury, they 
I can wring from the miferable peafent. He is to 
be delivered over to the mercenary and arbitrary 
difcretion of men, who will be ftimulated to every 
fpecies of extortion by the growing demands on 
the growing profits of an eftate held under the 
precarious fettlement of a new political fyftem. 

When all the frauds, impoftures, violences, ra- 
pines, burnings, murders, confifcations, compul- 
iory paper currencies, and every defcrlption of ty- 
ranny and cruelty employed to bring about and 
' to uphold this revolution, have their natural ef- 
fect, that is, to ihock the moral fentiments of all 
virtuous and fober minds, the abettors of this phi- 
lofophick fyftem immediately flrain their throats 
in a declamation againft the old monarchical go- 
vernment of France. When they iiave rendered 
that depofed power fuflictcntly black, they theh 
proceed in argument, as if all thofe who difap- 
provs 
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prove of their new abufes, muft of courfe be.par- 
tifans of the old ; that thofe who reprobate their 
crude and violent fchemes of liberty ought to be 
treated as advocates for fervitude. I admit that 
their neccffities do compel them to this bafe and 
contemptible fraud. Nothing can reconcile men 
to their proceedings and proje£ts but the fuppofl- 
tion that there is no third option between them 
and fome tyranny ae odious as can be furniftied 
by the reccffds of hiftory, or by the invention of 
poets. . This prattling of theirs hardly defcFves 
the name of fophiftry. It is nothing but plain im- 
pudence. Have thefc gentlemen never heard, in 
the whole circle of the worlds of theory and prac- 
tice, of any thing between the defpotifm of the 
monarch and the defpotifm of th« multitude ? 
Have they never heard of a monarchy direfted by 
laws, controlled and balanced by the great here- 
ditary wealth and hereditary dignity of a nation.; 
and both again controlled by a judicious chefk 
from, the reafon and feeling of the people at large 
.afling by a fuitable and permanent organ ? Is it 
then impoHible that a man may be found who, 
without criixiinal ill iiuention, or pitiable abfur- 
dity, fiiall prefer fuch a mixed and tempered go- 
vernment to either of the extremes; and wlio may 
repute that nation to be deftitute of all wifdom 
.and of all virtue, wliiclt, having iii its choice to 
obtain fuch a government with e,ife, or rather to 
-Q 3 confirm 
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tonfifm it ^hen aSlually fojfeffed, thought proper to 
commit a thoufand crimes, and to fiibjeft theit* 
country to a thoufand evils, in order to avoid it? 
Is it then a truth fo univerfally acknowledged, that 
a pure democracy is the only tolerable form into 
which human fociety can be thrown, that a man , 
is not permitted to hefitate about its merits, with- 
out the fufpicion of being a friend to tyranny, that 
■is, of being a foe to mankind f 

I do not know under what defcription to clais 
-the prefent ruling authority in France. . It afiefts 
to be a pure democracy, though I think it in a di- 
.jreft train of becoming fhortly a mifchievous and 
ignoble oligarchy. But for the prefent I admit it 
to be a contrivance of the nature and efeft of 
what it pretends to. I reprobate no form of go- 
vernment merely upon abftraft principles. There 
may be- fituations in which the purely democratick 
form will become neceifary. There may be fome 
(very few, and very particularly circumftanced) 
where it would be dearly defirable. ■ This I do 

■ not take to be the cafe of France, or of any other 
great country. Until now, we have feen no ex- 
amples of confiderable democracies. The ancients 
were better acquainted with them. Not being 

■ wholly unread in the authors, who had feen the 

■ moft of thofe conftitutions, and who beft under- 
fiood them, I cannot help concurring with their 
opinion, that an abfolute democracy, no more than 

abfolute 
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abfolute monarchy, is to be reckoned among the. 
legitimate forms of government. They think it 
rather the corruption and degeneracy, than the 
found conftitution of a republick. If I recolleft 
rightly, Ariftotle obferves, that a democracy has 
many ftriking points of refemblance with a ty- 
ranny.* Of this I am certain, that in a demo> 
cracy, the majority of the citizens is capable of 
exerciling the moft cnieroppreflimiTupon tKe mi- 
nority, whenever ITrong dlvniohs prevail in"ithat 
kind of polity, as they often muft ; and that op- 
preffion of the minority will extend to for greater 
numbers, and will be carried on with much greater 

" When I wrot« this I quoted from memory, after many yeare 
had eUpfed from my readiag the paiTage. A learned friend hi^ 
found it, and it is aa follows : 

To «9(^ TO «UT«, xai c*p^ SiffiroTiitx tmv ^f\Tto\iut, 
Jtai T«. i|/Mp(V|i*aT«, attircf iy.ii ra tiriTOJiypotloi* x«i o Jn- 

panyOitf al SI S-H(Miyiirfo\ wapci roti; Jij'^aok tok Toiaxoif- 

' The ethical charader is the fame ; both exercife defpgtifm 
over the belter clafs of citizens; and decrees are in the one, 
what ordinances and arrets arc in the other ; the demagogue 
too, and the court favourite, are not unfrequently the fajne 
identical men, and always bear a ctofe analogy; and thelc 
have the principal power, each in their refpeSive forms of go- 
vernment, favourites with the ahfolutc monarch, and dema- 
gogues with a people ftich as 1 have defcribed.' Arifl. Poli- 
c. lib. iv, csp. A, 

9. 4 fury. 
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Airy, than Can almoft ever be apprehended from 
the dominion of a fingle fceptre. In fuch a popu- 
lar perfecution, individual fufFerers are in a much 
more deplorable condition than in any other. Un- 
der a cruel prince they have the balmy compaffion 
of mankind to affuage the fmart of their woynds; 
they have the plaudits of the people to animate 
their generous conftancy under their fuiferings : 
but thofe who are fubjeAed to wrong under mul- 
titudes, are deprived of all external confolation. 
They feem deferted by mankind; overpowered by 
1 conJJiiracy of their whole fpecies. 

But admitting democracy not to have that in^ 
evitable tendency to party tyranny, which I fup- 
pbfe it to have, and admitting it to poffefs as much 
good in it when unmixed, as I am fure it pofieffes 
When compounded with other forms ; does mo- 
narchy, on its part, contain nothing at all to re- 
commend it ? 1 do not often quote BoUngbrcdce, 
nor have his works in general left any permanent 
impreflion on my mind.' He is a prefumptuou3 
and a fuperficial writer. But he has one obferva- 
tion, which, in my opinion, is not without depth 
and fc^idity. . He fays, that he prefers a monarchy 
to other governments ; becaufe you can better in- 
graft any defcription of republick on a monarchy 
than any thing of monarchy upon the republican 
forips. I think him perfe^y in the right. The 
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fi^ is fo hiflorically ; and k agrees wejl *ith 'the 
fpeculatioi!. 

I know how eafy a topick it is to dwell on the 
faults of departed greatnefs. By a revolution in 
the fiate, the fawning fycophant of yefterday is 
converted into the auftere critick of the prefcnt 
hour. But fteady independent minds, when they 
have an obje^ of fo ferious a concern to mankind 
as government, under their contemplation, wiU 
difdaitt to afTtime the part of fatirifis and declalm- 
trs. They will judge of human inAitutions as 
they do of human charafters. They will fort out 
the good from the evil, which is mixed in mortal 
Infihutiotu as it is in mortal men~. 

Your government in France, though ufually, 
and I think juftly, reputed the beft of the unqua- 
lified or ill-quaiified monarchies, was ftiil full of 
ttbtUiS. Thefe abufes accumulated in a length of 
Urv^ as they muft accumulate in every monarchy 
not ttbdet the conilant Infpedion of a popular re- 
{frcfettutiTe. I am no ftranger to the faults and 
deftfts of the fubverted government of France *, < 
Ofld I think i am not inclined by nature or policy 
to make a panegyrick upon any thing which is a 
juft Mid natural otgcA of cenfure. But tlie quef- 
tion is not now of the vices of that monarchy, but 
«f in exiftence. Is it then true, that the French 
government was fuch as to be incapable or unde- 
ferviflg of Teform ; fo that it was of abfolute ne- 
ceffity^ 
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ceffity the whole fabrick fliould be at once pulled 
down, and the area cleared for the ere^on of a 
theoretick experimental edifice in its place ? All 
France was of a different opinion in the beginning 
of the year 1789. The inftru^ons to the repre- 
fentatives to the ftates-general, from every diftrift 
in that kingdom, were filled with projects for the 
reformation of that government, without the re- 
moteft fuggeftion of a defign to deftroy it. Had 
fuch a defign been then even infinuated, I believe 
there would have been but one voice, and that 
voice for r^efting it with fcom and horrour. 
Men have been fometimes led by degrees, fome- 
times hurried, into things of which, if they could 
have fcen the whole together, they never would 
have permitted the mofi; remote approach: When 
thofe inftnuaions were given, there was no quef- 
tion but that abufes exi&ed, and that they demand- 
ed a reform ; nor is there now. In the interval 
between the inftruftions and the revolution, things 
changed their Ihape ; and in con&quence of that 
change, the true queftion at prefent is. Whether 
thofe who would have reformed, or thofe who 
have deftroyed, arc in the right ? 

To hear fwne men fpeak (rf the late monarchy of 
France, you would imagine that they were talkf 
ing of Perfia bleeding under the ferocious fword 
of Tahmas KouH Khin ; or at leaft defcribing the 
barbarous anarchick defpotifin of Turkey, where 
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the-fineft countries in the moft genial cHmates in 
the world are wafted by peace more than any 
countries have been worried by war ; where arts 
are unknown, where manufaftures languiih,where 
fdence is extinguiflied, where agriculture decays, 
■where the human race itfelf melts away and pe- 
ri&es under the eye of the obferver. Was this 
the cafe of France ? I have no way of determin- 
ing the queftion but by a reference to fads. Fafts 
do not fupport this refemblance. Along with 
much evil, there is fome good in monarchy itfelf; 
and fome corredive to its evil from religion, from 
laws, from manners, from opinions, the French 
monarchy muft have received ; which rendered it 
(though by no means a free, and therefore by no 
means a good conftitution) a defpotifm rather in 
appearatice than in reality. 

Amdng the ftandards upon which the efiefts of 
government on Miy country are to be eftimated, 
I muft confider the ftate of its population as not 
the leaft certain. No country in which popu!a< 
tion flouriflies, and is in progreffive improvement, 
can be under a very mifchievous government. 
About fixty years ago, the Intendants of the gen^r 
ralities of France madei with other matters, » re-; 
port of the population of their feveral dlftrifSs. 
I have not the books, which are very voluminous, 
by me, nor do I know where to procure them 
(I am obliged to fpeak by memory, and therefore 

thg 
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the lefs politivdy) but I tlnnk the populatioij of 
France was by them, even at that period, eftimated 
^ twenty-two millions of fouls. At the end of 
the laft century it had been generally calculated at 
eighteen. On either of thefe elUmations France 
■w^s not ill peopled. Mr. Necker, who i^ an au- 
thority for, his own time at leaft equal to tlie In- 
tetidants for theirs, reckons, and upon apparently 
fure principles, the pec^lc of France, in the year 
1780, at twenty-four millions fix hundred and 
ferventy thouiand. But was this the probable ul- 
timate term tinder the old eftabUQiment ? Dr. 
Price is of opinion, that the growth of pt^julation 
in France Svas by no means .at its acm^ in (hat 
year. I certainly defer to Dr. Price's authority a 
good deal more in thefe ipeoilatiom, than I do 
in his general politicks. This gentleman, takii^ 
ground on. Mr. Necker's data, is very confident 
that fmce the period of that minifter's calculation, 
the French population has ino-eafed rafwdiy ; fo 
rapidly, that in the year 1 789 he Will not confent 
to rate the people of that kingdom at a lower 
number than thirty millions. After abating much 
(and much I think ought to be abated) from the 
(anguine calcula;tii?n of Dr. Price, I have no doubt 
that the population of France did incrcafe con- 
fidcrably during this latter period : but fuppofing 
that it increafed to nothing more than will be fuf- 
ficient to complete the twenty-four millions fix 
hundred 



Dg zecbvGoOgIC 



REVOLDTIOH IH FRANCE. 237 

hundred and feventy thouland to twenty-five mil- 
lions, ftiil a population of twenty-five millions, and 
that in an increaiing progress, on a fpace of about 
twenty-feven thoufand fquare leagues, is immenfe. 
It is, for inftance, a good deal more than the pro- 
portionable population of this ifland, or even than 
that of England, the bcft peopled part of the 
united kingdom. 

■ It is not univertally true, that France is a fertile 
country. Confiderable trafts of it are barren, and 
labour under other natural difadvantages. In the 
portions of that territory, where things are more 
favourable, as far as I am able to difcover, the 
numbers of the people corrcfpond to the indul- 
gence of nature.* The Generality of Lifle (this I 
admit is the flrongefl example) upon an extent of 
four hundred' and four leagues and a half, about 
ten years ago, contained feven hundred and thirty- • 
four thoufand fix hundred fouls, which is one 
thoufand feven hundred and fevcnty-two inhabi- 
tants to each fquare league. The middle term for 
the reft of France is about nine hundred inhabi- 
tants to the fame admeafurement. 

I do not attribute tliis population to the de- 
pofed government ; becaufe I do not like to com- 
pliment the contrivances of men with what is due 
in a great degree to the bounty of Providence. 

• De I'Ailminifirnt'ion des Finances de la Francci par Monf, 
Neclcer, vol. '. p. iSU, 
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But that decried government could not have ob- 
ftruAed, moft probably it fiivoured, the operation 
oi thofe caufes (whatever they were) whether of 
nature in the foil, or habits of induftry among the 
people, which has produced fo large a number of 
the fpecies throughout ^that whole kingdom, and 
exhibited in fomc particular places fuch prodigies 
of population. I never will fuppofe that fabrick 
of a ftate to be the worft of all political inftitu- 
tions, which, by experience, is found to cOnt^n a 
principle favourable (however latent it may be) to 
the increafe of mankind. 

The wealth of a country is another, and no conr 
teniptible fiandardj by which we may judge whe- 
ther, on the whole, a government be proteiSing 
or deftruftive. France far exceeds England in 
the multitude of her people ; but I apprehend that 
her comparative wealth is much inferiour to ours j 
that it is not fo equal in the diftribution, nor fo 
ready in the circulation. I believe the difference 
in the form of tlje two governments to be amongfl: 
the caufes of this advantage on the fide of Eng- 
land. I fpeak of England, not of the whole Bri- 
tifli dominions^ which, if compared with thofe of. ■ 
France, will, in fome degree, weaken the compa- 
rative rate of wealth upon our fide. But that 
.wealth, which will not endure a comparifon with 
the riches of England, may coniUtute a very re- 
fpectable degree of opulence. Mr. Necker's book, 
publifiied 
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publiflied in 1785,* contains an accurate and inte- 
refting colle£iion of finHis relative to publick oeco- 
nomyand to political aritlimetick ; and his fpecu- 
lations on the fubjeft are in general wife and libe- 
ral. In that work he gives an idea of the ftate of 
France, very remote from the portrait of a coun- 
try whofe government was a perfeft grievance, an 
abfolutc evil, admitting no cure but through the 
violent and uncertain remedy of a total revolu- 
tion. He affirms, that from the year 1726 to 
the year 1784, there was coined at the mint of 
" France, in the fpecies of gold and filver, to the 
amount of about one hundred millions of pounds 
fterling.f 

It is impoffible that Mr. Necker fhould be mif- , 
taken in the amount of the bullion which has 
been coined in the mint. It is a matter of official 
record. The reafonings of this able financier, con- 
cerning the quantity of gold and iilver which re- 
mained for circulation, when he wrote in 1785, 
that is, about four years before the depofition and 
imprifonment of the French king, arc not of equal 
certainty ; but they are laid on grounds fo appa- 
* rently folid, that it is not eafy to rcfufe a confi- 
derable degree of affent to his calculation. He 

" De rAdrainillratinn des Finances de la France, par ,Monf. 
Necker. 

t Vol. ill, chap. 8. and chap. 9. 
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calculates the numeraire, or what we ctHH fpecie^ 
theii aftually exifting in France, at abgut eighty- 
eight millions of the &me Englilh money. A great 
accumulation of wealth for one country, large as 
that country is! Mr. Necker was fo Hi from coh- 
fidering this influx of wealth as likely to ceafr, 
when he wrote in 1785, that he prefumcs upon a 
future annual incrcafc of two per cent, upon the 
money brought into France during the periods 
from which he computed. 

"Some adequate caufe muft have originally intro- 
ducttl all the money coined at its mint into that ■ 
kingdom ; and fome caufq as operative ijiuft have 
kept at home, or returned into its bofom, fuch a 
Vafl: flood -of treafure as Mr. Necker^ calculates to 
remain for domeftick circulation. Suppofe any 
reafonable deductions from Mr. Necker's co^lp^ta- 
tion ; the remainder mufl: ftill amount to an ira- 
menfe fum. Caufes thus powerful to acquire and 
to retain, cannot be found in difcouraged induf- 
try, infecure property, and a pofitively deftruflive 
government. Indeed, when I confider the face of 
the kingdom of France ; the multitude and opu- 
lence of her cities ; the ufeful magnificence of her 
fpacious high roads and bridges ; the opportunity 
of her artificial canals and navigations opening the 
conveniences of maritime communication through 
a folid continent of fo immenfe an extent j when I 

turn 
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furti my eyes to the ftupendous works df her pcfftS- 
and hariwurs, and to her whole naval apparatus? 
whether for war or trade j when I bring before 
my view the number of her fortifications, con- 
-ibu^d with fo bold 2iid jnafterly a {kill, and 
made and -maintained at- fo prodigious a durge, 
prefenting an armed front and impenetrable bar- 
rier to.her enemies upon every fide} when I re- 
coUeft how very fmall a part of that extenfive re- < 
^on is without cultivation, and to what complete 
perfection the culture of many of the beft produc- 
tions of thecatth have beeo brought in France; 
when I refleft on the excellence of her manufic- 
tures and &bficks, fecond to none but ours, and 
in fome paf ticdlars not fecond } when I contem- 
plate the grand foundations of charity, publick 
and private ; when I furvcy the ftate of all the arts 
that b^utiiy and polilh life; when I reckon the 
men fhe has bred for extending her feme in war, 
ber able fiatefmen, the multitude of her pro- 
found lawyers and theologians, her philofophers, 
- her- criticks, her hiflorians and antiquaries, her 
poets and her orators, facred and profene; I be- 
hold in all this fomething which awes and com- 
mands the imagination, which checks the mind 
on the brink of precipiKite and indifcriminate cen- 
fure, and which demands, that we fhould very 
ferioufly examine, what and how great are the 
ktent vices thatcould authorize us at once to level 
': Vol. V. ■ R fg 
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& ffiocioas a iabrick with the grocind. I da ao^ 
Saoogufi:, in this view q( thiogSj the defptXtfioi oi 
, Turkey. Nor do I difccr^i the chara^er of a go- 
Temment, that has bees, on the whole, fo opprdV 
five, or ib corrupt, or fo negligent, as to be utterly 
vn&t fir ^ rtformati»n. I muft think iuch a go* 
vernrwwt wcU ddfenied to ha\fie ita exceUencies 
b«ghteaedi its faults corre^d ; and it^ capadtie& 
kaproveti inta a Brittfli coniUtution* 

Whoever has exaouned into the proceedij^ o€ 
that drepofed govermnent for fev«:al years back, 
camiiot fail to have obfeived, amidfl the incon- 
fiancy and fluihiatiOD natural to courts, an car&eft 
endeavour towards the prc^perity and improve- 
ment of the country ; he muft admit, that it had 
long- been emi^oyed, in fome inftaoces, wholly to- 
remove, in many confiderably to awreft, the abu* 
five psa^ices and uiages that, had prevailed in the 
■ ftate f and that even the unlimitoi power of the" 
fovereiga over the perfcms of his fubje&, incon- 
iiftent, as undoubtedly it was, with law and li- 
berty, had yet been ev«ry day growing more mi- 
t^ted in the exercife. So far from refufing it- 
&lf to reformation, that government was open^ 
with a cenfurable degree. of facihty^ to all forts o£ 
projefls and projeclots on the fubjeft^ Rather 
too much countenance was giren to the fpirit of 
innovation, which fbon was turned againft thofe 
who fofiered it, and ended, in their ,nun. It is but 

c(dd» 
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cold, aod no very flattering juftic'c to that fiiHim 
monardiy, to fay, that, for many years, it tn£ 
pafled more by levity and want of judgment in 
Several <^ its fchemes, than, from any defeA in 
idiUgence or in puUick j^rit. To compare the 
govamment of France for the laft fifteen of fix- 
teen yean with w3e and weltconfHtuted eAabUIh- 
men& during that, or during any period, is not 
' to z& with fairnefi. But if in point of prodiga* 
lity in the ei^ienditure of money, or in pcnnt of 
rigour in the eierdfe of^ power, it be compared 
with any of the framer reigns, I believe candid 
ju(%es wiU give little credit tt>the good intentions 
of thole who dwell perpetually on ^e donations 
to favotuites, or on the expences of the court, or 
on the horrours of the Bafiile in the reign of Louis 
the Sixteenth.* 

Whether the fyftem, if it deferves foch a name, 
now built on the ruins of that ancient monarchy, 
will be alHe to g^ve a better account of .the popu- 
htioR and wealth of the country, which it had 
taken under its care, is a matter very donbtfiil. 
Infiead of improving by the change, I .^prehend 
that a long feries of years muft be told, before it 

* The wofld is oUigett to Mr. de Calonne for the pains lie 
has taken to refute tbe fcaadaloiu eza^ratiooi relative to 
fomeaf the rojal expences, and to deteft ihe fallacious account 
given of peofions, for the wicked purpofe of provoking the po- 
palacc to all forts of crimes, 

R 1 can 
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can recover in any degree the effeifls of this pha- 
^fopbick revolution, and: before the' nation can 
be replaced on its former footing. If Dr. Price 
fliould think fit, a few years hence, to favour ' lu 
with an eftimate of. the population of France, he 
-will hardly be able to make up his tale of thirty 
dillions of fouls, as computed in 1789, or the af- 
fembly's computation of twenty-fix millions erf 
that year ; or even Mr. Keeker's twenty-five mU- 
lions in 1780. I hear tha± there are confiderable 
emigrations irom France ; and that many quitting 
that vcduptuous climate, and that feduilive Ctr- 
• .eean liberty, have taken refuge in the frozen 
regions, and under the BrltLfiL. defpodlm oi 
Canada. 

, In the prefent difappcafancc of coin,- no perfon 
could think it the fame country, in which the pre- 
fent miniftcr of the finances has been able to dif- 
cover fourfcore millions fl;erUng in fpecie. From 
its general afpect one would conclude' that it had 
been for fome time paft under the fpecial direftion 
of the learned academicians of Laputa and Balni- 
barbi.* Already the population of Paris has fo de- 
clined, that Mr. Necker ftated to the national af- 
fembly the provifion to be made for its fubfiflence 
at a fifth lefs than what had formerly been found 

* See Gulliver's Travels for tlie Mea of countries governed'by 
philo&phers. 

X requisite. 



by Google 



REVOLUTION W FRAHCE. 245 

Kquifite.* It is iaid (and I have never heard i( 
contradiAed) that a hundred thoufand people are 
out of employment in that city, though it is be- 
come the feat of the imprtfoned court and nati<»ial 
affembly. Nothing, I am credibly informed, '.cas 
exceed the {hocking and difgufting fpedacle of 
piendicancy djfplayed in that capital. Indeed the 
votes of the national afl^mbly leave no doubt of 
the fad. They have lately appointed a Handing 
comntittee of mendicancy, Tliey are contriving 
at onc^ a vigorous police on this fubjejfl, and, foir 
the firft time* the impofition of a. tax to maintain 
thfe poor, for whofe prefent relief great fums ap- 
peal* op the &cie pf the publick accounts of the 
year,t Ii) the mean tii»e the leaders of the legif- 

lative 

* Mr. de Calonoe ftates tha fallrng off of the papulaltoa oC 
Farts ai far more conliderable ; and it may be fo, fince th« pe- 
riod of Mr. Nccker's caliiulation. 
tTravausdc cbariii pour fub^ 

venii au nanquc de traTsil- Ik Liertt^ £. 1. d. 

^ Paris ct dans les province* 3,866,92*-— 161. txi 134 
Deflruiftiondcvagabondagcct de 

la inendiciie - . 1,67(1417 — 69,642 7 6 

Primes pour I'imporMtion dc 

-grains - ,. - - S.671,907 — a36,)a9 91- 

D^peofct relatives aux fubfif- 

tances, deduAion fait des ri- 

Gouvretneats qui ont eu lieu 39,9;t\790 — 1,661,324 11 8 

Total, S''08i,o34— 2,128^18 I 8 
51 3 When 
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lative dubs ind c^^e-houfes are intdxicated with 
Admiration at thdr own wifdom and abilityt 
They fpeak with the moft fbvereign contempt rf 
the reft of the world. They teU the peopWy to 
eoiiifort them in the rags with which they have 
clothed them, that they are a nation of p^hilofb^ 
|>hers; and, fometimes, by all the arts<MFquackiih 
parade, by {hew, tumult, and bufUe, fometimes by 
the alarms of plots and invafions, they attempt to 
drown the cries of indigence, and to divert the 
eyes of the obfiarver from the ruin and wretched- 
nefe of the ftate. A brave people wll certaiiJy 
prefer liberty, accompanied with a virtuous po- 
verty, to a depraved and wealthy fervitude. But 
before the price of comfort and opulence is pwd. 

When I fent this book to the prefs, I entertained Tome doubt 
tonccrning the nature and extent of the laft article in the above 
accasnts, which is only under a general h«!ad| without any d»* 
tail. Since then I have feen Mr, de Calonnc's work. I tnyft 
think it a great lofs to me that 1 had not that advantage earlicTt 
Mr.de Calonne thinks this artiole to be on account of general 
Cubliftence : but as be it not able to comprehend how lb gceat a 
lofs as upwards of jf^.i|66i,ooo fterling could be {UlUiBcd or 
tte difference bEtween tba price and the f^la of gialo, be 'fecms 
to attribute this enormous head c£ charge to fccret- cxpencea of 
the revolution. ( cannot faj any thing pofitively on that fub- 
jed. The reader is capable of judging, by tbe aggregate of 
thcfe immenfe charges, on the date and condition of France; 
and th^ fyftem of pobtlck oeconomy adopted in that nadon. 
Thefe M-ticIes Of account produced no inquiry or <{ircuffiDn in 
the nalional itU^mbly. 

one 
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one ought Xo be pretty furc it Is real liberty which 
is purchafed, and that fhe is .to be purchafed at no 
6ther i^rice. I Ihall always, however, con£der 
that lib^ty as very equivocal in her appearance^ . 
'trhich has not wifilom and juftice for her compa* 
oions; and does not lead profperity and plenty in 
tier train. 

The advocates for this revolution, not fatisfied 
with exaggerating the vices of their ancient go* 
vemibent', ftrike at the feme of their country it- 
£df, by painting almofi all that could have at- 
traded the attention of ftrangers, I mean their no 
bility and thdr clergy, as objefts of horrour. If 
this were only a libel, there had not been much tn 
it But it has pradtcal confequepces. Had your 
nobility and gentry, who formed the great body 
of yonr landed men, and the whole of your miU> 
tary officers, refembled thofe of Germany, at the 
period when the Hanfe-townS were neceffitated to 
confederate againft the nobles in defence of their 
property-^had they been like the Orfini and VitelH 
in Ifaly, who ufed to lally from their fortified dens 
to rob the trader and traveller-— had they been 
fuch as the Mameluiet in Egypt, or the Nayres on 
the coaft of Malabar, I do admit, that too critical 
an inquiry might not be advifeable into the means 
of freeing the world from fuch a nuifance. The 
&tues of Equity and Mercy might be veiled for 
a moment. The tendereil minds, confounded with 
R 4 the 
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the dreadful exigence ia which morality 'fuhmio 
to the fufpenfion of its own rules in favour of its 
own prinQples, might turn a£de whilfi fraud aii4 
violence were accomplilhing the deftru^on of 9. 
pretended nobility which difgraced, whilft it perf*. 
cuted> human nature. The perjbns molt abhoi^ 
rent from blood, and treafon, and arbitrary, coi>r-' 
£i(^tion, might remun lilent fpe^tors of Uiis cfvil 
war between die viqcs. 

But did the privileged nobility who met under 
the king's precept at Verlaillea, in 1789, or their 
ccinftituentSj deferve to be looked on zsihc^^yret 
or Mamelukes of this age, or as the Orfitti and Vi^ 
telli of ancient times ? If I had then aiked the quef- 
tion I fhould have pafled for a madman. What 
have they fince done that they were to be driven 
into exile, that their perfons Ihould be hunted 
about} mangled, and tortured, thdr families dif>- 
perfed, their houfes laid in afhes, and that theif 
order Ihould be aboliihed, and the memory of it, if 
poflible, extinguifhed, by ordaining them' to change 
the very names by which they were" ufually 
known? Read their inftru^ons to their reprcfen- 
tatives. They breathe the fpirit of Uberty as 
warmly, ^d they recoipmend reformation as 
ftrongly, as any other order. Their privileges re_- 
lative to contribution were voluntarily furren- 
dered ; as the king, from the beginning, furren- 
dered all pretence to a right of taxation. Upon ^ 

free 
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ffte.'coflftitutten Aefe'iva's but one opinion in 
> Fran^?, The ayblute monarchy was at an end, 
?t breathed its laft, without a groan, without ftrug- 
^le, without convulfion. All, the ftrugg^e, all the 
diflenfion argfc afterwards upon the-prefercnte^ qf 
a defpoticlt4«niocr3cy to a government of redpro- 
cal cQntrel, .The triumph of the viftorious parly 
was over the, prifjciples of a Britifti conftitution. ■ 
,1 h^e obferved the affcjftation, which, , for 
many^SSfs ^ft, hispreYwled in Paris .'even to. a 
degree pB?fc^ childiflijrof idoUzipg the memory 
<!f your, Henry the Fourth, - If any thing could 
put one <?ut of humour, with that ornament t© 
Jie .kin^y charafter, it would be tlus QvCrdopt 
flyie of iilfidious pa^egyridc. The p«rfofts who 
haveworked.this engipe the inoftb»fily, arethofe 
yiho have ended their panc^ricka in dethroning 
Jiis fucceflgr and defcendant; a man, as good-naf 
Jured at the leaft, as Henry the Fourth ; altogether 
as fond of his. people ; jnd who has. done infinitely 
more, to correft ths apdent vices of the ftate than 
tliat great monarch did, or we are fure he ever 
meintto do. Well it is for his panegyrifts that 
they have not him to deal with.. For Henry of 
Navarre was a refolute, active, and politick prince. 
He poffeffed indeed great humanity and mildnefs ; 
but an humanity and mildnefi that never flood in 
jthe way of his interefts. He never fought to be 
JovQci.wjthput putting himfdf firft in a condition 
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to be feared. He ufed foft btigutgc -with doer, 
mined conduA. He afierted and maint^ocd Ml 
ftathority in the grofs, und dtftriboted his -»ds of 
conceffion only in xht detdl. He fpent tbt in- 
come of bis iverogative noblf ; bat he took can 
not to bre^Jc in upon the cajntal ; ntfvef abandon* 
ing for a mdment any of the ^aims, whidi he 
nude under the fundameatal la'<n> Xior fparing ttf 
filed the blood of thofe who oppofed him, often in, 
the 6dd, fometimes spon the fek&ild. ScOtii^be 
knew how to make hk vinuet reQiodOd bf the 
ungrateful, he has merited the pnifes Of tho& 
whom, if they had lived in his time, he wooht 
hive flittt up in the Pafiile, and brought to puni&k 
fttent alopg with the regictdeE whom he hanged 
after he bad ^miihed Parie^into a furrenda*. 

If thefe panegyrifts are in earaeft in thar admi. 
ration of Henry the Fourth, they vavA rememberj 
that they cannot dunk more highly <^ him, thaa 
be did of the noUefle of France; whofe virtue^ 
honour, courage, patriotilzn, and loyalty were his 
coiiftant theme. 

But the nobility of France are degsnerated fincc 
the days of Henty the Fourth. Thii is poffiUe. 
But it is more than I can believe to be true in any 
great degree. J do not pretend to know France 
as corre6tly as Ibme others^ but I have endea> 
voured through my whcAt life to make myfdf ac- 
quainted with human nature: othe^wife I fliottld 

be 
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beoB&t totake'even-myhumbleparttn the femce 
of manldnd. Id that fiudy I could not pais by a 
Vafi portion of our nature, as it aqppeared modified 
in a country but. twenty-four miles from the Jhore 
oftbisifland. On my beft^oi^ervattam, compared 
vith my be&inquiries, I found your notnfity for 
the greater pait^compofed qf men of a high fpirit, 
md of a delicate fenfe-of honour, both with re- 
gard tO'themfdves^indiTidually, and with regard 
to thar i^cde cpi^» orer whom- they Itxpt, be* 
yondwhiibn common in ethor countries, a cen- 
ibrial eye. They were toler^y well-bred ; very 
oSciouSj humane, and ho^tafale ; in their con- 
veriadonfranlc and open ; with a good military 
tone; and reafonably tln&ured with jiteratiire, 
particularly of the authora in their own language. 
Many had pretenfions far above this de&ription. 
I.fpeak of thofe who were generaBy met with. 

As to their behaviour to the inferiour dalles, 
they appeared to me to -comport themfclves to- 
wards them with good-nature, and with fomcthing 
more nearly approaching to £imiliarity, than is 
generally praftifed "with us in the intercourfe be- 
tween the higher and lower ranks of life. To 
fh'ike any perfon, even in the moft abjeft condi- 
tion, was a thing in a manner unknown, and 
would be highly difgracefiil. Infiances of other 
^treatment of the humble part of the commu- 
nity .were rarcf and as to attack^ made upon the 
property 
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property or the perfonal liberty of the common^ 
I never heardof any whatfoever from them; nor, 
whilft the laws were in vigour under the ancient 
government, would fuch tyranny in fubjefts have 
been permitted. As men of landed eftates, I had 
po fault to find with their conduft, though much 
to reprehend, and much to wilh changed, in many 
of the old tenures. Where the letting of their 
Jand was by rent, I could not difcover that their 
agreements with their larmers were oppreflivej 
jior wheo they were in partnerihip with the far- 
mer, as often was, the cafe, have I hejird that they 
had takep the lion's Ihare, The proportions 
feemed not inequitable. There inight be excep» 
tions ; but certvnly they were exceptions only. I' 
Jiave no reaibn to believe that in thefe refpe^ 
the landed npbJe&, of prance were worfe than the 
landed gentry- of this country ; certainly in no 
refpe^t niore vexatious .tt)an the landholders, not 
noble, of thfir own nation, In titles the nobility j 
had no manner, pf power ; in the country very 
little. ■ You know. Sir, that much of the civil go-^ 
yernment, .and the police in the moft effential 
parts, was npt in the hands of that nobility whigh,- 
prefepts itfelf^ firft to our confideration, The .re- 
fenue, the fyftem and c^lle^tion of which were 
the moft grievous parts of th? French^ govern, 
ment, was not adminifiered by the men. of the. 

ftt'ord; nor were they ^nfwejable for the vicesj ' 

. ■ ' ...... .^^ 
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of its princifde, or the veiations, where any- fuch 
exifted, in its management. 
■ Denying, as I am well warranted to do, that the 
nobility had any cbnflderable fliare in the oppfef- 

■ fion of the pet^le , in cafes in which real oppreflion 
exifted, I am ready to admit tha;t they were not 
without confiderable faults and errours. A fooliftl 
imitation of the worft part of the mannefs of 

. England, which impaired their natural charafter; 
without fubftituting in its place what perhaps they 
meant to copy, has certainly rendered them worfe 
than formerly they were. Habitual diffolutenefi 
of manners continued beyond the pardonable pe- 
riod of life, was more- common amongft them 
than it is with us j and it reigned with the iefs 
hope of remedy, though poffibly with fomething 
of left mifchief, by .being covered with more ex- 
terior decorum. They countenanced too much 
that licentious philofophy which has helped to 
bring on their ruin. There was another crrour 
amongft them more ftitaL Thofe of the com- 
mons, who approached to or exceeded many of 
the nobility in point of wealth, were not fully ad- 
mitted to the rank and eftimatioii which wealth, 
in reafon and good policy, ought to beftow in every 
country ; though I think not equally with that of 
other nobility. The two kinds of ariftocracy werq 
too pun^ilioufly kept afunder ; left fo, bowev«rf 
than in Germany and fome other nations. • ^ « 

This 
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This fepantibD, as I lave already taken the U* 
berty of fuggeMng to yon, I concdve to be one 
principal ciuft c^the deAru^on of the old noM- 
lity. The militaiyi paiticulariyj was too exclu- 
£vely referred for men of ^mily* But, after all, . 
this was an erroui* of (pinion, which a confli^ing 
opnion would have redified. A permanent aC> 
fembly, in which the commons had their fliare of 
j>ower, would foOn abolifh whatever was too in> 
vidious and infulting in the& , diftindUons { and 
even the ^ults in the morals of the nobiUty would 
have ban probably correflad, by the greater va- 
rieties of occupation and purfuit to which a con* 
fiitution by orders would have ^ven rife. 

All this vident cry againft the nobility I take 
to be a mere work of art. To be honoured uid 
even privileged by the laws, Ofuoions, and inve* 
terate ulages of our country, growing out of the 
jurejudice of ages, has nothing to provoke honour 
and indignation in any man. Even to be too te« 
nadoiis of thoie privileges is not abdbhjtdy a 
crime. The ftrong ftruggle in every individual 
to preferve pofieffion of what he has found to be- 
long to him, and to dilHnguiih him, is one of the 
Securities agairift injuftice and defpotifm implanted 
in our nature. It operates as an inftinft to iecure 
property, and to preferve communities in a fettled 
^te. What is there to Ihock in thisf Nobility is 
A graceful ornament to the civil order. It'V^ 
. "~ -^ " ' ~ ^"Corinthian 
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Cori^htiUt -6apibil«f potiiQied Soeittf. Qmnes fmd 
lioiW^rfiaper^jvvemtfft'^i^ *h4 SyJng of a wife 
and good laan. It is indeed ate iign of a liberal 
acd benerolent mtfid to tDcUoe to it urith fome 
fort of partial pcopca&ty. He foeb no CDiiobliiig 
prind^ ita his own heart, yrho viftes to level all 
the artijBdal inftitutions which have been adopted 
lor gi'viog a body to opimcra, and permanence to 
fugitive efieem. It 19 a four, malignant, enyious 
difpolition, without tafie for the reality, or (t^ 
any image or r^dentatioa of virtue, that iees 
with joy the unmerited fill of what had long 
fiovri&ed in iplendour and in honour. I do not 
like to fee any tlung deftroyed^ aoy void pro- 
duced in fociety ; any nuo on the hce i^ the land. 
It was therefore with no c^&ppointment ocj (ti^ 
tisfa&ion that my inquiries and obfervations tUd 
BOC pcefient to me any incorrigible Tices in the DO- 
bleSe of France, or any Aha£e \tiach could not be 
removed by a reftnm very fhort of abcdition. 
Tour noUefle did not deferve puniihment ; but t» 
degrade is to punilh. 

It was with the fame iatis£)itiosi I found that 
the refuit of my inquiry concwning your clei^ 
was not diJlimilar. It is no foothing news to my 
cars, that gnsal bodies, of men are incur;d)ly cor* 
rapt. It is not with much credulity I Uften to 
any, when they fpeakevil of thole whom they are 
gnng to launder. I rather fui^pe^ that vkta pxi 
fi^gned 
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Seized or exaggerated, when profit is looked ^ 
in their punifliihent. An enemy is a bad witnels) 
1 robber i& a'worfet Vices and abufes there were 
undoubtedly in that order^ and mufi b^. It watf 
an old cftabMfiunent, and not frequently retdfed^' 
But I law no crimes in the individuals that tne' 
rited confifcation of their fubftance, nc>r thofe 
cruel infults and degradations, and that unnatural 
|>er{ecution which have been fubfiituted in thd 
place of meliorating regulation* 

If there had been any juft caufe fbr this,newr 
religious perfecution, the atheilHck HbeUers, who 
a£l as trumpeters to animate the populace to plun<i 
der, do not love any body fo much as not to dwell 
with complacence on the vices of the exifting 
clergy.- This they have not done. They find them- 
felves obliged to rake into the hiftories of former 
ages (which they have ranfacked with a malig- 
" Bant and profligate induftry) for every inftance.of 
<^preffion and perfecution which has been made 
by that body or in its favour, in order to juflify, 
upon very iniquitous, becaufe very illogical prin- ' 
ciplcs of retaliation, their own perfecutions, and 
their own cruelties. After deftroying all other 
genealogies and £imily diilin^ions, they invent a 
fort of pedigree of crimes. It is not very juft to 
chaftife tnen for the offences. of their natural, an* 
ceftoTs; but to take the fidion of anceilry in a 
corporate fuccciEon, as a. gtound for punifliing 
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tnen who have no relation to guilty afbj except in 
names and general defcriptions, is a fort of refine* 
ment in injiiiHce belonging to the philofophy of 
this enlightened age. The aflembly puntflies men^ 
many, if not moft, of whom abhor the violent 
conduft of «cdefiafticks in former times as much 
as their prefent perfecutors can do, and who would 
be as loud and as firong in the exprefllon of that 
fen£e, if they were not well aware of the purpofea 
for which ail this declamation is employedi 

Corporate bodies are Immortal for the good of 
the members, but not for their punifliment. Na- 
tions themfelves are fuch corporations^ As well 
might we in England think of waging inexpiablie 
war upon all Frenchmen for the evUs which they 
have brought upon Us iii the Several periods of our 
jnutual hoftilities. You might, on your part, tMnk 
yourfelves jufiified in &lling upOn all EngUlhm^a 
on account of the unparalleled calamities brought 
upon the people of Fraiice by the unjull invafions 
of our Henries and Our Edwaifds. Indeed we 
ihould be mutually jufiified in this exterminatbry 
war upon each other, full ,as much as you ate in 
flie unprovoked perfecution of your prefent coun- 
trymen, on account of the condud: of men of the 
iame name in other times. 

We do not draw the moral leflbns we might 
from hiftoiy. On the contrary, without care it 
hiay be ufed to vitiate our , minds and to deftroy 

Vot. V. S our 
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our happiQcfs. In hidory i gce^t volume is un- 
roQed for our inftrudion, drawing the materials 
of future wifdom from the paft errours and infir- 
., snities of mankind. It may, in the perverHon, 
ierve ibr a magazine, furnifiiiog ofienlive and de- 
fcnfive weapons for parties in church and ftate, 
and fupplying the means of keeping alive, Or re- 
viving diSenfions and animoiities, and adding fuel 
to civil fury. Hiftory confifts, for the greater 
part, of the mjferies brought upon the world by 
pfide^ ambition, avarice, revenge, luft, fedition, 
hypocrify, ungovemed zeal, and all the train of 
diforderly appetites; which fhake the publick with' 
the fame , 

** trouhlouijionrts that tofs- 

*' The private Jiale, and rerider life unfxveei.'* 

Thcfc vices are the cdufes of thofc ftorms. Reli- 
gion, morals. Jaws, prerogatives, privileges, Jiber- , 
ties, rights of men, are the pretexts. The pretexts 
are Jways found in fomc fpecious aj^arance of a 
real good. You Vould not fecure men from ty- 
ranny and fedition, by rooting out of the mind 
the ^inciples to which thefe fraudulent pretexts 
apply ? If you did, you would root out every thing 
that is valuable in the human breafl. As thefe 
are the pretexts, ^ the ordinary aftors and inftru- 
menta in great publick evils are kings, priefts, ma- 
g^flrates, fenates, parliaments, 'national affemblies, 
• judges. 
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judges, and captains. You would not cure the 
cvii by refolving, that there fliould be no more 
monarchs, nor minifters of ftate, nor o^ the gof- 
pel; no interpreters of law ; no general oiHcers; no - 
publick councils. You might change the names. 
The things in fome fliape muft remain. A certain 
quantum of power muft always exift in the com- 
munity, in fome hands, and under fome appella- 
tion. Wife men will apply their remedies to vices, 
not to namesj to the caufes of evil which are per- 
manent, not to the occafional organs by which they 
aft, and the tranfitory modes in which they ap- 
pear. Otherwife you- will be wife hiftorically, a 
fool in praftice. Seldom have two ages the fame 
fafhion in their pretexts and the lame modes of 
mifchief. Wickednefs is a little more inventive. 
Whilft you are difcufling fafhion, the fafhion is 
gone by. The very fame vice affumes a new body. • 
The fpirit tranfmigrates; and, far from lofmg its 
principle of life by the change of its appearance, it 
is renovated in its new organs with tlie frefh vigour 
of a juvenile aftivity. It walks abroad; it conti- 
nues its ravages; whilft you are gibbeting the car- 
cafe, or demolifhing the tomb. You are terrifying 
yourfelves with ghofts and apparitions, whilft your 
houfc is the haunt of robbers. It is thus with all 
thofe, who, attending only to the fhell and hufk of 
hiftory, think they arc waging war with intole- 
rance, pride, ajid cruelty, whilft, under colour 
S a of ' . 
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of abhorring the ill principles of antiquated par* 
ties, they are authorizing and feeding the fame 
odious vices in. different fa^ions, and perhaps in 
worfe. 

Your citizens of Paris formerly had lent thera- 
felves as the ready inftruments to llaughter the fol- 
lowers of Calvin, at the infamous maffacre of St. 
Bartholomew. What fhould we lay to thofe who 
could think of retaliating on the Parifians of this 
day the abominations and horrours of that time ?. 
They are indeed brought to abhor ibat maflacre. 
Ferocious as t' .^y are, it is not diiEcult to make 
them diflike it; becaufe the politicians and ftifliion- 
able teachers have no intereft in giving their paf- 
fions exaftly the &me diretHion. Still however 
they find it their intereft to keep the fame favage 
difpofitions alive. It was but the other day that 
. they caufed this very maifacre to be afted on the 
fhige for the diverfion of the defcendants of thoie 
who committed it. In this tragick farce they pro- 
duced the cardinal of Lorraine in his robes of- 
funftion, ordering general Daughter. Was this 
fpeclacle intended to make the Parifians abhor per- 
fecution^ and loath the effiifion of blood? — ^No; it 
was to teach them to perfecute their ownpaftorsj 
it was to excite them, by raifing a difguft and hor- 
rour of their clergy, to an alacrity in hunting down 
to deftrucT:ion an order, which, if it ought to exift 
at all) ought to exift not only in fafety, but in re- 
verence. 
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verence. It ^X^s to Simulate their cannibal appe- 
tites (which one would think had been gorged iuf* 
■ficiently) by variety and feafoning; and to quicken 
them to an alcrtnefs in new murders and mafla- 
cres, if it ftiould fuit the purpofe of the Giiifes of 
the day. An aiTembly, in which fat a multitude 
of priefls and prelates, was obliged to fuSer this 
indignity at its door. The author was notfentto 
the galiies, nor the players to the houfe of correc- 
tion. Not long after this exhibition, thofe players 
came forward to the afiembly to claim the rites of 
that very religion which they had dared to expofe, 
and to fhew their proftituted faces in the fenate, 
Xvhilft the archbiihop of Paris, whofe fundion was 
known to his people only by his prayers and bene- 
diAibns, and his wealth only by alms, is forced to 
abandon his houfe, and to fly from his flock (as 
from ravenous wolves) becaufe, truly, in the fix- 
teenth century, the cardinal of Lorraine was a 
rebel and a murderer.* 

, Such is the effect of the perverfion of hiftory, by 
thofe, who, for the fame nefarious purpofes, have 
perverted every other part of learning. But thofe 
who will ihind upon that elevation of reafon, 
which places centuries under our eye, and brings 
things to the true point of comparifon, which ob- 
fcures little names, and effiices the colours of little 

* This h on a fuppofiiion of tbe truth of ibii flory ; but he 
was not in France at tbc time. Odc nam* fervcs as ive|l as 
Another. ' 

S 3 parties. 
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j)artie3» and to which nothing can afcend but tKe 
^^»rit and moral quality of human a^ons, will fay, 
.to the teachers of the Palais Royal, — the carding 
of Lorraine was the murderer of the fixteoith 
century,, you have the glory of being the mur- 
derers in the eighteenth; ajid this is the only dif- 
.ference between you. But hiftory, in the nine- 
teenth century, better underftood, and better em- 
ployed, will, I truft, teach a civilized pofterity to 
abhcn: the mifdeeds of both thefe barbarous ages. 
Xt will teach future griefts and magiftrates not to 
retaliate upon the fpecuiative and ina^ive atheifts 
of future times, the enormities committed by the 
pre&nt practical zealots and furious fanaticks of 
that wretched errour, which, in its quiefcent ftate, 
is more than puniftied, whenever it is embraced. 
It will teach poiierity not to make war upon eith« 
religion or philofophy, for the abufe which thft 
hypocrites of both have made of the two moft va- 
luable bleffings conferred upon us by the bounty 
of the univerfal Patron, who in all things eminently 
fevours and proteds the race of man. 

If your clergy, or any clergy, fliould fhew them- 
felves vicious beyond the fair bounds allowed to 
human infirmity, and to thofe profefllonal faults 
which can hardly be feparated from profeffional 
virtues, though their vices never can countenance 
the exercife of oppreffion, I do admit, that they 
would naturally have the efFefl: of abating very 
much of our indignation againft the tyrants who 
exceed 
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I can allow in clergymen, through aU their divfr 
fions, fome tenaciouinefi of thdr own opinion| 
fome overflowings of zeal for its propagation} 
fome predilefHon to their own ftatc and office; 
fome attachment to the intereft of their own corps j 
fome preference, to thofe who Men with docility 
to their dodrines, beyond thofe who fcorn and de- 
ride them. I allow all this, becaufe I am a man 
who have to deal with men, and who would not, 
through a violence of toleration, run into the 
gceztdi of all intolerance. 1 muft bear with-infir- 
mities until they fefter into crimes. 

Undoubtedly, the natural progrefe of the pafe 
fions, from frailty to vice, ought to be prevented 
by a watchful eye and a firm hand. But is it trnt 
that the body of your clergy had paft thofe Kmits 
of a juft allowance? From the general ftyle of 
your late publicationj of' all forts, one would be 
led to believe that your clergy in France were a 
fort of monfters; an horritde compofition of fil- 
perfiition, ignorance, floth, fraud, avarice, and ty- 
ranny. But is this true? Is it true, that the lapfe 
of time, the ceffation of conflicting intereils,- the 
woeful experience of the evils refulting from party 
rage, have had no fort of influence gradually to 
meliorate their minds? Is it true, that they were 
daily renewing invafions on the civil power, troii- 
bling the domeftick quiet of their country, and 
S 4 rendering 
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rendering the operations of its government fecUt 
and precarious^ Is it true, that the clergy df our 
times have prefled down the laity with an iron 
hand, and were, in all places, lighting up the firet 
of a favage pcrfecution ? Did they by every fraud 
^deavour to Increafe their ellates? Did they ufe 
to exceed the due demands on efiates that were 
thdr own? Or, rigidly fcrewing up right into 
wrong, did they convert a legal claim into a vex- 
atious extortion F When not po0efled of power, 
Wffl*e they filled with the vices of thole who envy 
it? Were they mfluned with a -violent litigious 
fpirit of controverfy? Goaxlcd on with the ambi- 
tion of intelle^al fovereignty, were they ready 
Co fly in the fece of all magiftracy, to 6rc churches, 
to maflacre the priefis of otho* defcriptions, to pull 
down altars, ^d to make their way over the 
ruins of fubverted governments to an empire of 
do&ine, fometimes flattering, fometimes forcing 
the confciences of men from the jurifdiftion of 
publick infiitutions into a fubmiffion to their per- 
fonat authority, beginning with a claim of liberty 
and ending with an abufe of power? 

Thefe, or fome of thefe, were the vices objefied, 
and not wholly without foundation, to feveral of 
the churchmen of former times, who belonged to 
the two great parties which then divided and dif- 
traded Europe. 

If there was in France, as in other countries 
fhere 
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there vifibly is, a great abatement, rather dian any 
Increafe of thefe vices, inftead of loading the prc^ 
fent clergy with the crimes of other men, and the 
odious charafter of other times, in common equity 
they ought to be pnufed, «icouraged, and fup- - 
ported, in their departure from a fpirit which di£- 
graced their predeceflbrs, and for having alTuoiied 
a temper of mind and maimers more fuitable to 
their facred fun^Hon. 

When my occafions took me into France, to- 
wards the clofe of the late reign j the clergy, under 
all their forms, engaged a conliderable part of my 
curioOty. So fiir from finding (except from one 
fet of men, not then very nupierous though very 
adive) the complaints and difcontents againft that 
body, which fome publications had given mc rea- 
fon to exped, I perceived little or no puWick or 
private uneallnefs on their account. On further 
examination, I found the clergy in general, perfons 
of moderate minds and decorous manners; I in- 
clude the feculars, and the regulars of both fezes. 
I had not the good fortune to know a great many 
of the parochial clergy; but in general I received 
a perfedly good account of their morals, and of 
their attention to their duties. With fome of the 
iugher clergy I had a perfonal acquaintance; arid 
of the reft in that clafs, a very good means of in- 
formation. They were, almoft all of them, per- 
fons of noble birth. They refembled others of 

thdr 
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their <wii rank; and where tjiere was any difie- 
Tcnce* it wu in their favour. They were mt^s 
fuUy educated than the military noblefle; lb 33 by 
no means to diTgrace their piofdBon by ignorance, 
or by want of fitne£( for the exercife of their au- 
thority. They feemed to me, beyond the clerical 
chara&er,iiberal and c^d ; with the hearts of goi- 
tlemen, and men of liooour; neither infolcnt nor 
fervile in thdr manners and condud. They feemed 
to roe rather » fuperiour dafi; a fet trf men, 
amongfl whom you would not be furprifed to find 
a Fenelon. I £iw among the cler^ in Paris (many 
of the defcription.are not to be met with any 
where) men of great learning and candour; and I 
had reafon to believe, that this defcription was not 
confined to Paris. What I found in other places, 
i know was accidental ; and therefore to be pre- 
fumed a fdr lample. I fpent a few days in a proK- 
viacisU town, where, in the abfence of the biihop, 
] pafied my evenings with three clergymen, lus 
vicars^neral, perfons who would have done ho- 
nour to any church. They were all well informed ; 
two of them of deep, general, and extenfive eru- 
dition, ancient and modern, oriental and weftern j 
particularly in their own profefilon. They had a 
more extenfive knowledge of our Engliih divines 
than I expected; and they entered into the genius 
_ of thofe writers with a critical accuracy. One of 
thefe gentlemen is fince dead, the Abbe Moranpt, 

I pay 
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I pay tbis tribute, without rdti^nce, to the me- 
mory of that noble, reverend, learned, and ex- 
eeUent peribn; and I iho^ld do the ianie, with 
equal cfaeerfuhieis, to the merits of the others, 
who I believe are fiiU living, if I did not fear Co 
hurt thofe whom I am unable to ferve. 

Some of thefe ecdefiafticks,- of rank, are,>by aS 
titles, perfons deferving of general refped. They 
are defcrving of gratitude from me, and from 
many Englifli. if this letter fliould ever come 
into their hands, I hope they will believe there 
are thofe of our nation who feel for their unra&' 
ritcd h^, and for the cruel confifcation of tb^ 
fortunes, with no common feijfibility. What I 
lay of them is a teftimony, as far as one feeble 
voice can go, which I owe to truth. Whenev^- 
the queftion of this unnatural perfecution is con^ 
cerned, I will pay it. No one ihall prevent mc 
from being juH and grateful. The time is fitted 
for the duty; and it is particularly becoming to 
ifaew our juiiice and gratitude, when thofe who 
have deferved well of us and of mankind are la- 
bouring under popular obloquy and the per&cur 
tions of oppreffive power. 

You had before your revolution about an huDr 
dred and twenty bifliops. A few of them were 
men of «ninent fanfHty, and charity without Umit. 
When we talk of the heroick, of courfe we talk of 
rare, virtue. I believe the inftances of eminent 
' depravity 
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depravity may be as rare ain«ngft them as thofe 
of tranfcendant goodnels. Examples of avarice 
and of licentioufnefs may be picked out, I do not 
queftion it^ by thofe who delight in the inveftiga- 
tion which leads to fuch dtfcoveries. A man, as 
old as I am, will not be aftoniflied that feveral, 
in every defcription, do not lead that perfeft life 
of felf-denial, with regard to wealth or to pleafurc, 
which is wiflied for by all, by fome expefted, but 
by none exafted with more rigour, than by thofe 
-who are the moft attentive to their own interefts, 
or the moft indulgent to their own paflions. 
When i was in France, I am certain that the num. 
ber of vicious prelates was not great. Certain in- 
dividuals among them, not diftinguifhable ior the 
Tegularity of their lives, made fome amends for 
their want of the fevere virtues, in their pofleffion 
of the liberal; and were endowed with qualities 
w^ich mide them ufeful in the church and ftate, 
I am told, that with few exceptions, Louis the 
^xteenth had been more attentive to character, in 
iiis promotions to that rank, than his immediate 
■predeceffori and J believe (as fome fpirit of re- 
form has prevailed through the whole reign) that 
4E-may be true. But the prefent ruling power has 
&ewn a difpoittion only to plunder the churcli. 
It has punifhed all prelates ; which is to favour 
the vicious, at leaft in point of reputation. It has 
made a degrading penfionary eftabliflunent, to 
which 
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^hich no man of liberal ideas or liberal condition 
will deftine his children. It iriuft fettle into the 
lowcft claffes of the people. As with you the in- 
feripur clergy are not numerous enough for their 
duties; asthefe duties are, beyond meafure, mi- 
nute and toilfome> as you have left: no middle 
claffes- of clergy at their eafe, in future nothing 
of fcience or erudition can exifl in the Gallican 
church. To complete the project, without the 
leaft attention to the rights of patrons, the affemr 
bly has provided in future an eleftive clergy j an 
arrangement which will drive out of the clerical 
profeflion all men of fobriety ; all who can pre- 
tend to independence in their fundion or their 
conduft; and which will throw the whole direc- 
tion of the publick mind into the hands of a fet bf 
licentious, bold, crafty,fa£)iious, flattering wretchesr, 
of fuch condition and fuch habits of life as will 
make their contemptible peniions (in comparifoa 
of which the fitpend of an exclfeman is lucrative 
and honourable) an objeft of Ipw and illiberal in- 
trigue. Thofe officers, whom they ftill call biffiops, 
are to be elcffled to a provifion comparatively 
mean, through the lame arts, (that is, eleftiopeer- 
ing arts) by men of all religious tenets that are 
known or can be invented. The new lawgivers 
have not afcertained any thing whatfoever con- 
cerning their (Jualifications, relative either to doc- 
trine or to morals ; no xdore than they' have done- 

with 
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with tegaird to the fubordinate clergy; nor does it 
a^jpear but that both the higher and the lower may, 
at their difcretion, praftife or preach any mode of 
rdi^on or irrdi^on that they plcafe. I db not 
yet fee what the jurifdi<5lion of bifhops over thdr 
fiibordinates is to be ; or whether they arc to have 
any juTi£iiction at all. 

In Ihorc, Sir, it feetns to me, that this new eo 
defiaftical eftabUfhment is intended only to be 
temporary, and pi-eparatory-to the utter abolition, 
under any of its forms, of the chriftian reli^on, 
irfienever the minds of men are prepared for this 
laft ftrokc againft it, by the accompli&ment of the 
plan for bringing its minifters into univerfai con- 
tempt. They who will not bdieve, that the phl- 
lofophical fanaticks who guide in thefe matters, 
have long entertained fuch a defign, are utterly 
^orant of their charadler and proceedings. Thefe 
enthufiafts do not fcruple to avow their opinion, 
that a ftate can fubfift without any religion better 
than with one j and that they are able to fupply 
the place of any good which may be in it, by A 
projed of their own — namely, by a fort of educa- 
tion they have imagined, founded in a knowledge 
of the phyfical wants of men j progreffivcly car- 
ried to an enUghtened fdf-intereft, which, when 
well underftood, they tell us, will identifywith an 
intereft more enlarged and publick. The fcheme 
of this education has been long known. Of late 

they 
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they (Uliinguiih it (as they have got an intire new 
nomenclature of technical terms) by the na^ne oii 
a Civick Education. 

I hope their partifans in England (to whom I 
rather attribute very inconfiderate conduft than 
the ultimate objeft in this deteftable defign) will 
fucceed neither in the pillage of the ecdeliafticfcsy 
nor in the introdufUon of a principle of popular 
election to our bilhoprlcks and parochial cures. ' 
This, in the prefent condition of the worid, would 
be the hft corruption of the church; the utter 
ruin of the clerical charafter; the moft dang^oua 
fliock that the ftate ever received through a mit 
underftood arrangement of reU^on. I know well 
enoagh that the biihopricks and cures, under 
-kingly uid leignoral patronage^ as now they are 
HI England, and as they have been lately in France, 
ftfe fometimes acquired by unworthy methods ^ 
but the other mode of ecdefiafllcal canvais fubjects 
them infinitdy more liirdy and more generally to 
alt the evil arts of low ambition, which, operating 
on and through greater numbers, -will fHToduce 
nnlchief in proportion. 

Thofe of you who have robbed the cl^gy, tlunk 
diat they fli^eaiily reconcile their conduA to all 
protcftant nations; becanfe the dergy, whom 
they have thus plundered, degraded, and given 
over to mockery and fcorn, are of the Roman 
Catholick, that is, of their own pretended perfua- 

iion. 
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6on. I have no doubt that Ibme miierabk higoti 
will be found here as well as elfewhere, who hate 
fe^ and parties difFefent from their own, moro 
than they love the fubflance of religion ; and who 
-are more angry with thofe who differ from them 
in thdr particular plans and fyilems, than dif' 
pleafed with thofe who attack the foundation of 
our common hope. Thefe men will write and 
^leak on the fubjeft in the manner that is to be 
expefled from their temper and charader. Bur- 
net iays, that when he was in France, in the year 
1683, '* the method which carried over the men 

" of the fincft parts to popery was this they 

*' brought themfelvea to doubt of the whole chrif. 
** tian religion. When that was once done, it 
" feemed a more indifferent thing of what fide or 
** form they continued outwardly." If this was 
then the ecclefiaftidc pc^cy of France, it is what 
they have fince but too much reafon to repent of. 
They preferred atheifin to a form of rdigion not 
agreeable to their ideas. They fucceeded in de- 
ftroying that form ; and athdfin has fucceeded in 
deftroying them. I can readily give credit to Bur- 
net's ftory; becaufe I have obferved too much of 
a fimilar fpirit (for a little of it is ** much too 
** much") amongft ourfelves. The humour, hoWi* 
ever, is not general. 

The teachers who reformed our religion in Eng- 
land bore no fort of refsmblaace' to your prefenC 
reforming 
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informing dbftors in'Paris. Pei-hapsthiy wfl* 
■(like thbfe whom they oppofed>rather more than 
.could be wilhed under the infhieflcc of a pSrty 
■^lirit; but they were nSoft iinc«e believers; ittett 
"of tlie rnoft fervent and exalted piety; ready i^ 
.die (as fome of them did. die) like true heroes l2k 
defence of their particular ideas of chrifHanity't 
as they would with etjual fortitude, ahd nufi% 
chearfully, for that flock of getia'al truth, for thfe 
branches of. which they contended udth their 
blood. Thefe men would have diiavowed with 
liorrour thofe wretches who claimed a fellowfliip 
with them upon no other titles than thofe of their 
having pillaged the perfons with whom they main- 
tained controverfies, and their having defpifed the 
comm6n rdi^on, for the purity of which they 
exerted thfmfelves with a zeal, which unequivo- 
cally bcfpoke their higheft reverence for the fub- 
ftance of that fyftem which they'wifhed to reform. 
Many of their defccndants have retained the fame 
*eal, but (as lefs engaged in conflift) with fnorc 
moderation. They do not forget that juftice and 
racrcy are fubftantial parts of religion. Impioui 
men do not recommend themfelves to their com- 
hmnioB by, iniquity and cruelty towards any d6- 
fcriptiori of .their fellow-creatures. 

We hear thefc nfcw teachers continually boaft- 
Sng of their fpirit of toleration. That thofe per* 
fops 1ho\Sd tolerate all opinions, who think none 

Vol. V. T ■ to 
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<to be c^ eSimatidn, is z matter of fmaU merit. 
£qu^ negleA is not impartial kindnds. The fpe< 
' ^es of ben«volence» which arifcs from contempt, 
is no true charity. There 3ie in En^aiul abun- 
jUnce of men who tolerate in the true fpirit of 
toleration. They think the dogmas of religion, 
though in diffo'ent degrees, are all of moment; 
«nd that aqiongfl theqi there is, as amongfi all 
things of value, a juft groiuid of preference. They 
favJQur, therefore, and they tolerate. They tole- 
r^e, net becaufe they deipile opinions, but becaule 
they refped jufiice. They would revenently and 
I affc£li(wiately proteft all religions, becaufe they 
1 love and venerate the great principle upon which 
■they all agree, and the great objeft to which they 
I are all direfted. They be^n more and more 
1 plainly to difcern, that we have all a common 
cajife, as againft a common enemy. They will not 
be fo mifled by the fpirit of faction, as not to dif- 
tinguiih what is done in favour of their Aibdivi- 
fnon, from thofe a&.s of hoftUit)'', which, through 
&HXIC particular defcription, are aimed at the whole 
corps, in which they themfelvcs, under another 
-denomination, are included. It is impoi^le for 
jhe to hy what may be the character qf every de- 
fcription of men amongft us. Biit I f^eak for thfr 
greater part ; -and for them, I muft tell yon, that 
iacrilege is no part of thdr dbftrine of gooil 
works; .that,.fo ,far frcMn calling you into dieiv 
. . - feUowftup 
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fellowfliip on fuch title, if your profeffors are id^ 
tnitted to their coriimHniohj Ihey miift carefttUy 
ioneeai their doflrine of the la^cfiihiefs of the pro^ 
icription of innocent men ; and that &cf mu{l 
inake reftitutioft of all ftoleh goods whaifoevCTi 
Till then they are none Of burii 

You may fuppofc that 1^ do hot dpproV^ youf 
confifcation of the revenues of bifhops, and dedns^ 
and chapters, and parochial clefgy pofielfing, ind^i 
pendent eftates arifing from land, bficatife we hav^ 
the feme fort of eftablilhriie-nt in Efi^and. fhii 
objeftion, you will fey, cannot hold as to the coh""" 
fifcation of the goods of monk^ and nuns, ditid th^ 
abolition of their brder. It is true that this piri 
tictihr part of your general eonfifcatibft do£^ not 
ttfiea England, as a precedent in point : but t'hi 
teafon applies* and it goes a great way* 'Thfe \tin§ 
parliament confifcated th6 lands of deans and ehapi 
ters in England on the iam6 ideas tipon'which 
your affembly fet to fale the lands of the tnonaf- 
tick orders. But it is in the principte of bijiiftlcii 
that the danger Bes, and not in the defcHptioh of 
perfons on whota it is firft eiercifed. I fee, in A 
country very i^ear us, a courfe of poiicy purfued, 
Which fets juiiice, the common_cbncem of mari^ 
kind, at defianecj WithlKenational affenibly of 
France^ pofleffion is nothing, law and nfage ar6 
hothingt I fee the national aflembly openly re- 
T 2 probate 
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probate the doftrine of prefa'iption, which one of 
the greateft of their own ^wyers * tells us, with 
great truth, is a part of the law of nature. He 
tells us, that the pofitive 'afcertainment of its li< 
mits, and its.fecurity from invafion, were among 
the caufes for which civil fociety itfelf, has been 
inAituted. If prefcription be once fhaken, no fpe* 
cies of property is fecure, when it once becomes an 
pbjeft large enough to tempt the cupidity of indi-' - 
gent power. I fee a praAice perfeftly correfpon- 
dent to their contempt of this great fundamental 
part of natural law. I fee the con6fcators begin ' 
with bifliops, and chapters, and monafteries ; but 
I do not fee them end there. I fee the princes of 
the blood, who, by the oldeft ufages of that king, 
dom, held large landed eftates, (hardly with the 
compliment of a debate) deprived of their poffef- 
iions, and in lieu of their flable independent pro- 
perty, reduced to the hope of fome- precarious, 
charitable peniion, at the pleafure of an affembly, 
.which of courfe will pay little regard to the. rights 
of penfioners at pleafure, when it defpifes thofe of 
legal proprietors. Fluflied with the infolence of 
their firft inglorious victories, and preffed by the 
diftreffes caufed by their lufl of unhallowed lucre, 
■difappointed but no^ difcouraged, they have at 
length ventured completely to fubvert all pro- 
* Domat, 
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pferty of a]l defcriptions throughout the extent of 
a great kingdom. They have compelled all men, 
in all tranfactions of commerce, in, the difpofal of 
lands, in civil dealing, and through the whole' 
communion of life, to accept as perfeft paymenf 
and good and lawful tender, the fymbols of their 
fpeculations on a pf ojefted fale of their plundef. 
What veftiges of liberty or property have they' 
left? The tenant-right ,of a cabbage-garden, a' 
year's intcreft in a hovel, thegood-wiU of an ale- 
houfe or a baker's fliop, the very fliadow of a con- 
ftru£live property, are more ceremoniouffy treat- 
ed in our parliament than with you the oldeft and 
inoft valuable landed " poffeffions, in the Hands of 
tlie moft rcfpectable perfonages, or than the whole 
body of the monied and commercial intereft of 
your country. We entertain a high opinion of 
the legiQativtf authority ; but we have never 
dreamt that parliaments had any right whatever 
to \4olate property, to over-rule prefcrlption, or 
to force a currency of their own fi^on in the 
place of that w-hich is real, and recognized by the 
law of nations. But you, who began with re- 
fufing to fubmit to the moft moderate reftraints, 
have ended by eftablifliing an unheard-of defpo- 
tlfm. I find the ground upon which your ronfit 
cators go is this ; that indeed their proceedings 
could not be fupported in a court of jufticc ; but 
that the rules of profcription cannot bind a Icgifla- 
T 3 tive 
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tive affembly.* So that this legiflative aflembly 
of a free natiop £ts, not for the fecurity, but for 
the deftruftion of property, and pot of property 
only, but of every^ryle and piaxim which can 
give it lability, and of thofe infiruments whjch 
can alope g^ve it circviUtioq, 

When the anabaptiAs of Mvnfier, in the fi^i 
teenth ccptury, had fijled Germany with confu- 
iion, by their fyftem of levelling, and their wil4 
opinions concerning property, tc> what country in . 
Europe did not the progrcfs of their fiiry f^lrDifl^ 
juft cau,fe of alarm ? Of all things, wifdom is th^ 
moft terrified with epidemical fanaticifpi, becaufo 
of all enemies it' is that againft which Ihe is thq 
leaft able to fuynilh any kind of refource, We can- 
not b^ ignorant of the fpirit -of ath^flical fanati- 
dfm, that is infpired by a multitude of writings, 
(Ufperfed with incredible affiduity and e?pence, 
and by fcrmppa delivered in all ;he ftreets and 
places of publick rcfort in Paris- Thefc writings 
and fermons have filled the populace with a black 
;ind favage atrocity of mind, which fuperfedes in 
theni the common feelings of nature, as well a^ 
51U fentimepts of moraUty and religion ; infomuch 
that ihefe wretchps are ijidut^d to bear with a fuU 
Jen patience the intolerable diftreffes brought upon 
^hem by the violent conyulfiop? and permutations 

*, Sptech of Mr. Camus, puWifted by order of the national 
aflcmbly'. , 

tbat 
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that have been made in property.* The fpirit of 
profelytiAn attends this fi»rit of fanatidfin. They 
have focieties to cabal and correfpond' at home and 
abroad for the prop^tion of their tenets. . The 
TepubUek of Berne, one of the happieft, the 
moft profperous, and the beft governed countries 
Vpon earth, is one of the great objefts, at the 

• Whether the following defcripiion is ftriAIy true I knovr 
not; but it id what the publijbere would hare pifs for true, in 
order to animate others. To a letter from Toul, given in one of 
their papers, is the following paffage concerning the people of 
that diftriA : " Dans la revolution aAuelle, ils ont r^6fi£ ¥ 
*' toutes \tBjedii&ioHi da iigolifme,^ux ptrficutioru el ma tracaffh^ 
" rict des ennemit de la reTolution. Ouillaaf lewiplus graadt- 
" intirila pour rendre hommage aux reus d'ordre g£n£ral qui 
" ont determine I'airemblee nationale, ill voient,^nf ft /Jaindre, 
" fupprimer cettc foule d'etablifleniens ecclelialliques par lef- 
•' quels ill J)ib^ii<mt ; et mSme, en perdant leur fiege epifcopa!,' 
" la feule de toutes cet resources ijui pouvolt, ou p!iit6t gvi Jr* 
" voit, en tetdc iqitite, teur f crc coDfervee t ca^iaxaaii i la plat 
" effrayaate misere fans avoir/// niyu ctre enleadut, ils nt tuul* 
■' murentfqint, ils rcftent fidelei aux principe* du plus pur patrio- 
*' tifme ; ils font encore prctes i verfer leur fang pDur le maintien 
" de la conllitulion, qui va reduirc leur ville a laplut deplorable 
" nullit/.'' Thefe people are not fuppofed to have endured tbofe 
fufftringa and iniufticc* in a ftruggle for liberty, for the lame 
account Rates truly that they had been always free; their pa- 
tience in beggary and ruin, and their fuffering, without remon- 
Urance, the moll flagrant and confefl'ed injnftice, if llriAIy true,. 
caa.be nothing but theefieft of tbia dire fanatkifm. A great- 
multitude nil over France » in the fame condition and the fame 
temper. ■ " 

T4 deilruftion 



by Google 



,980 KZFLECTIOKfl ON THE 

dcftrudlion of which they aim. I am t(^ th«y. 
have in fome meafure fiicceeded in fowing there 
the feeds of difcontent. They are bufy through- 
out Gef many, Spain and Italy have not been 
untried. England is not left out of the conipre- 
henfive fcheme of their malignant charity ) and ia. 
England we find thofe who ftrctch out their arms 
to them, who recommend their example from . 
more than one pulpit, and who choofe, in more 
than one periodical meeting, publickly to corref-, 
pond with them, to applaud them, and to hold 
them up as objefts for imitation j who receiy? 
from them tokens of confraternity, and flandards 
confecrated amidft their rites and myfteries;* who 
fuggeft to them leagues of perpetual amity, at the ' 
very time when the power, to which our confti- 
tution has excluGvely delegated the federative ca-. 
pacity of this kingdom, may find it expedient to 
make war upon them. 

It is not the confifcation of our church property ' 
from this example in France that I dread, though 
J think this would be np trifling evil. The great ' 
fource of my folicitude is, lefl: it ihpuld ever bp 
confidered in England as the policy of a ftate to 
feek a refource in confifcations of any kind ; or 
that any one defcription of citizens Ihould be 
brought to regard any of the others as their proper 

• See the proceedings of the confederation at Nanlz. 

prey. 
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fffey.'' Nations are wading deqter and deep^ 
iflto an ocean of boundlefe debt. Publick debt? 
which at firft were a fecurity to governments, by 
ioterefting many in the publick tranquillity, are 
likely in their excels to become the means of their 
fubverfion. If governments provide for thef? 
■ debts by heavy impofitions, they perifli by becom- 
ing odious to the people. If they do not provide 
for them, they will be undone by the efforts of 
.the moft dangerous of all parties; I mean an e?- 

* " Si plures Cvat H quibut itpprobe dalutn e(l, quam itli qui? 
't Ijus jnjufie ademptum «il, idcirco plus etiamvalent^ N91} 
" enim nlMnero ^acjudicantur fed pondere. Qaam autem h*^ 
" bet sequitatcm, ut agrum multis annis, aut ciiam fecuiis anl? 
" polTclTiitn, qui nullum habuit habeat; qui autum habuii ainit- 
*' tat. Ac, proj)ter hoc injurix genus, LacFdznionii Lyfan- 
'^drum Ephorum expulcrunt: Agin regem (quod nunquati^ 
f- aotea apud cos acciderat] necaverunt: cxque eo tempore tan^ 
*' tia diCcordiae (ecutse funt, ul et tyranni exfilletini, et opli» 
"males exteiminarentur, et preclariffitne conftituta rcfpublic^ 
" dilaberelur. Nee vero folum ipfa cecidit, fed etiam reliquan) 
" GisecJam evertit contagionibusmaloiiim, quse a LaceilBrao- 
" niia profed.se manarunt latius." — After fpeaking of the coDt 
du& of the model of ctue patriots, Aratasof Sycion, which waf ' 
ill a very different fpirit, he fays, " Sic par eJt agere cum civ). 
" bus; tioa ut bis jam vidimus, haftam in foro ponerc et boa% 
" civtiim voci fubjiccre prfficonis. At ille Grnicus (jd quod 
'* fuit fupientis et praeftantis viri) omnibvs Cdnfulcnduin efle pu- 
'^ tavit : caque eft fumma ratio ct fapieniia boni civis, commoda 
•• civium noa divcllere, fed omncs eadem tcquitaie coniinere."-s 
Cic. Off. 1. 

tenfiv§ 
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tenfir« (£icontented monied mtereft, injured and 
not de&oyed. The men who compofe this inte- 
reft look for their fecurity, in the firft inftance, 
to the fidelity of government ; in the fecond, to 
its power. If they find the <Ad goTernmenta cfete, 
worn out, and with thar fprii^ relaxed, fo as 
not to be of fuffidcnt vigour for their purpofes, 
they may feek new ones that Ihall be pofleffed of 
mcHre energy; and this energy will be derived, not 
&Dm an acquifition of refources, but from a con- 
tempt of juftice. Revolutions are favourable to 
confiscation ; and it is impoflible to know under 
what obnoxious names the next confifcations will 
be authorized. I am fure that the principles pre- 
dominant in France extend to very many perfons 
. and defcriptions of perfons^in all cotmtries who 
think their innoxious indolence their fecurity. 
This kind of innocence in proprietors may be ar- 
gued into inutility; and inutiUty into an unfitnefs 
for their eAates. Many parts of Europl are in 
open difc»'der. In many others there is a hollow 
murmuring under ground j a confnfcd movement 
is felt, .that threatens a general e^thquake in the 
political world. Already confederacies and cor- 
refpondencies of the moft extraordinary nature 
zre forming, in ieveral countries.* In fucb a fiate 

■ See two books Intitled, Enlge Originalfchriften des Illu- 
miBatenordcns. Syfteni und Folgen des lllurainatenorclens. 

of 
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of'thiogs we ought to hold ourfe^es upon our- 
guard. In all mutations (if mutations mufi be). 
the circumftance which will ferve moft to blunt 
the edge of their mifchief, and to promote v/hat 
good may be in them, is, that they fhouid Bnd la 
with our minds tenad6us of juftice, and tender of- 
ppqgcrty. ""^ '~' 

But it will be argued, that this confifeation io 
France ought not to alarm other nations. They 
Jay it is not made from wanton rapacity ; that it 
Is a great meafure of national policy, adopted to 
remove an extenliv^, inveterate, fuperfiitious uM- 
chiefr It is with the greateft difficulty that I am 
able to feparate policy from jufiice. JuAice is it- 
felf the great ftandins; policy of civil fociety ; and 
any eminent departure from it, under any circum- 
ftanccE, lies under the fufpicion of being no policy 
At^ '~~ ^' ' "" "' 

AVhen men are encoun^ed to go into a certaia 
mode of life by the exifling laws, and proteftedr 
in tlmt nwde as in a l^w^l occupation-^whea 
they have accompiodated all their ideas and all 
their habits to it— ^when the law had long made 
their adherence to its rules a ground of reputation, 
and thrir departure from them a ground of dil^ 
grace and even of pejialty-i— I am fure it is unjuft 
" in legiflature, byan arbitrary aft, to oSer a fijd- 
den violence to their minds and their feelings; 
forcibly to degrade them from their ilate and 
condition. 
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COttdhtofi, and to ftigmattfe vith Qiame and III' 
&nly that character an^ thofe cuitoms whicli be-* 
63Te had been made the meafure of their hap[d> 
ll«& and honourt. If to this be addfd an expuU 
&m, from thdr habitations, and a confi&ation of 
all their goode, I am not Jagaciotis enough to dif> 
cover how this defpotick fport, made of the feel- 
ings, coniUences, prejudices, and pfoperti^ of 
Itien, can be difcriminated from the r^akeft ty* 
fanny. 

If the Injuftice of the cmirfe purfued in Franc* 
be dear,-the policy of the meaftire, that is the 
publick benefit to be expected from it, ought to 
be at leaft as evident, and at leall ^ importanti 
To a man who acls under the influence of no paf-- 
fion, who has nothing in view In his projeclB but 
the publick good, a great difference will imme*- 
diately ftrike him, between what policy would 
diftate on the original introducrion of fudh infti- 
tutions, and on a queftion of tbeiii total abolition, 
Vhere they have cift their roots wide and defep, 
and where, by long habit, things more valuable 
than themfelves are fo adapted to them, and in a 
manner interwoven wtth them,' that the one can- 
not be deftroyed without notably impairing the 
Other. He might be. embarraffed if the cafe were 
J^ally fuch as fophifters reprefent it in their paltry 
ftyle of debating. But in this, as in moft quef- 
tions of ftate, there is a middle. There is fomc- 

thing 
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thing eUe than the mere alteniauve of abiblute 
deftruition, or unreformed exiftence. SpartMS 
zutdus ei ; banc exorna. This is, in my opinion, 9 
rule of profound fenfe, and ought never to depart 
from the mind of an hoodl reformer. I canntX 
conceive bow any man can have brought him&l^ 
to that pitch of preemption, to coniider his coun- 
try as nothing but carte blanche, upon which he 
may fcribble whatever he pleafes. A man full of 
warm fpeculative benevolence . in?y with hi« &- 
ciety ofhefwiie cpnfiituted than he finds it^ but a 
good patriot, and a true politician, always con- 
iders how he fliall mate the moft of the eiyfting 
materials of his country, A difpofition to pr&i 
fcrve, and an ability tp improve, taken together^ 
wouiabeniy^Uandard_of_a ftatefman, £vfry 
thing elle is vulgar in the copception, perUpu$ in 
the execution. 

There are moments in the fortune of (UtM 
when particular men are called to mak£ improv«r 
mente by grejt mental exertion. In ihofc mo- 
ments, even when they feem to enjoy the coo^ 
dence of their prince and country, and to be i»» 
vefted with full authority, they have-not always 
fipt inftruments, A poUtiuan, to do great things, 
looks for X fffwer, what our workmen call %pur* 
fhafe ; and jf he finds that power, in politicks 3s ii» 
^echanicks he cannot be at a loft to apply it, Ii^ 
tii$ jnopaft^ck iijftitutippib. w my opipipp, W3* 
... ' "^ fovnd 



zecbvGoogIc 



a86 ftElFtECTrMM on trtfi 

fbond » gf eit ^ow^r for tht mechanifin of (joliticSs 
benevolence^ There were revenues with a pub* 
fick dii'eftibn ; there were men wholly fet apart 
»nd dedicated to publick purpofes, withotit any- 
other than publick ties and publick principles) 
lifen without the poffibillty of converting thd 
eftate of the community into a private fortune } 
Men denied to felf-interefts, whofe avarice Is fot 
foflrt community; men to whom perfonal poverty 
h honour, and implicit obedience ftands in the 
place of freedofn* In vain Utall a man look to the 
pofShility of maldng fuch things wHen he wantft 
Ihem. The winds bknfr as they lift* Thefc infti* 
tbtjons are the produ^s of enthufiaftn ; the^ are 
the inftruinents of wiftlom* Wifdom cannot crc« ■ 
ate materials } they arc the gifts of nattirft trf of 
chance; her pride is iff the ufe* The pctfinni^ 
exiftence of bodies corporate and their fortunes* 
sre things particularly Aiited to a man 'itrho has 
Jong views ; who meditates defigns that require 
time in fafliioning j and which propofe duraHon 
irhen they are acconnplilhed. He is not defttviftg 
to rank high, or even: to be mentioned in the or* 
der of great ftatefmen, w*o, having obtained the 
command and dh'cffion of fuch a power as exiAod 
!n the weahh, the difcipHne, and the habits t( fuch 
corporations, is thofe w'hlch you have raftdy de* 
ftroyed^ camrtt find any *ay of converting it te* 
the gmtftfld lifHng benefit of h» country. Ofl 
■ th« 
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die view of this fubje^ a thouiasd ufes faggeft 
thanfelves to a contriving mind. To deftroy 
any power, growing wild from the rank produce 
tive force of the hmnan mind, is almoft tanta- 
mount, in the moral world, to the deflru£tion of 
the apparently aftive properties of bodies in the 
material. U would be like the attempt to deftroy 
(if it were in our con^etence to deftroy) the ex- 
panfiVe force of fixed air in nitre, or the powa 
of fleam, or of elech:icity,-or of magnetiftn, Hiefc 
energies always exiftedTih nature, and they were 
always diiccrnible. They ieenied, fome of them 
un{ervic£able, fome noxious, fome no better than 
a fport to children ; until contemplative abmty, 
comlnning with pra<Etick Iklll, tamed their wild 
nature, fijbdued them to uie, and rendered them 
at once the moft powerful and the moft tratHiable 
agents, in fubf«^ience to the great views and de- 
figns of men. , Did fifty thoufand perfons, whofe 
mental and whofe bodily labour you might dire^ 
and fo many hundred thoufand a year of a reve- 
nue, which was neither lazy nor fuperflitious, ap- 
pear too big for your alalities to wield ? Had you 
no way of uling the men but by converting monks 
into penllonerB ? Had you no way of turning the 
revenue to account, but through the improvident 
refource of a fpendthrift fale ? If you were thus 
deftitutc of mental funds, the proceeding is in its 
natural courfe. Your politicians do 'not under- 

fiand- 
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fiand that trade; and therefore they 1^ thdr 
■fools. 

Sut the mftitutions favour of. fuperiHtipn in 
thdr very principle; and they nourifh it by-» 
^rmaoent and ftanding influence. Thifi I do not 
Aiean to djlpiite-, but thb ought not to hinder ydu 
■from^ermng from fuperfiition itfelf any refources 
*hichjmay^thence be fiirniSied" (6v the p^iEb 
advantage. You derive boiefits frcMH many dif- 
jtofitions and many pafiions of the human tmiid* 
-which are of as doubtful a colour in the moral 
6ye, as fuperftUion itfelf. It was your bufinefs to 
CorreA and mitigate every thing which was nox^ 
ioiis in this paffion, as in all the paflions. ' But is 
fuperftition the greateft of all peffible vices ? In 
its pofiible excefs I think it becomes a very great 
evil. It isi however, a moral fubjeft; and of 
Coptie admits of all degrees and all modiiications. 
iSliperftttion is the reli^on of ieeble minds; and 
they niuft be tolerated in an intermixture of it, in 
feme trifling or fome enthitfiaftick fliape or other^ 
€lfe you will deprive weak minds of a refource 
found fietfeffiiry to the ftrdngeft. The body of all 
true reHgioft eCnfiflsj td be fure, in obedience to 
the will of the fovcreigri of the world j in a-con- 
fld^ce lA hid declarations ; and in imitation of 
ius perfeftioiiSi The reft is bur owji. It tnay be 
jjtejtldicial to the gfe^t end ; it may be axixiliary. 
Wife th^fti -ttrbo a ftikhi are not admirers (hot ad. 
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■, tnirers at leaft of the Munera Terra) ai*e nofc vto- 
lently attached to thefe things, nor do they viov 
lently bate thetn. Wifdom is not the moil fevere 
corre<Sor of folly. They are the rival follies, 
which mutually wage fo unrelenting a var \ and 
which make fo crud an ufe of thdr advantages^- ai 
they can h^pen to engage the immoderate vulgar 
on the one fide or the other in tlreir quarrdst 
Prudence would be neuter ; but if, in the cxjnten? 
tion betweeu fond attachment and' tierce anti- 
pathy concerning things in their nature not tn^e 
to produce fudi heats, a prudent man were trf^lig' 
cd to make a choice of what errours and eXcefTes 
of entfaufiafm he would condemn or bear, per- 
h^s he would think the fuperltition which builds^ 
to be mor&tolerable than that which' demidiihes-— 
that which adorns a country, than that whjcii 
deforms it — that which endows, than that which 
plunders— ^that which difpofcs to miftaken bene- 
ficence, than t^t which Simulates to j'e&l injufiice 
■ — that wMch leads a man to reftife to himfelf 
]a«^l plea&tres, than that which Ihatches from 
others the fcanty fubfiftence of their felf-denia). 
Such, I thinks is very nearly the ftateof the quef» 
turn .betwen the ancient fotinders of monkiih fu- 
perftiticHti, and the fuperftition of the pretended 
{ihilo&^diers of the hour. ' 

- 'for tfae.[H%£entI poftpone ail confideratlon o£ ' 
tha iuppofed fmblick profit of the fale, which 
,':jV3Bjw.y. U however 
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however I concave to be perfe&Iy delufive* 1 
{hall here orly conlider it as a transfer of pro^ 
pert)'. On the policy of that transfer I fiiall trou- 
ble you with a few thoughts. 

In every profperous community fbmethingmore 
is produced than goes to the immetUatefupport of 
the producer. This furjdns forms the income of 
the landed capitalift. It will be %ent by a pro'^ 
prietor who does not labour. But this idleness is 
itfelf the fpring of labour ; this repofe the fpur to 
induftry. The only concern for the ftate is, that 
the capital taken in rent from the land, fliould be 
returned ag^ to the induAry 6'om whence it 
came ; and that its expenditure fiiould be with 
the kail pofltble detriment to the morals of thofe 
who expend it, and to thofe of the people to whom 
it is returned. 

In all the views of receipt, expenditure, and 
perfonal employment, a fober le^flator would 
carefully compare the pofleffor whom he was re- 
commended to expel, with the ftranger who was 
propofed to fill his place. Before the inconve- 
niences are incurred which mufi attend all violent 
revolutions in property through extenfivc confit 
cation, we ought to haVe fome rational afiiirance 
that the purchafers of the confifcated property 
wUl be in a confiderable degree more lab<»-iou5, 
more virtuous, more fobcr, lefs difpofed to extort 
an unreafonable proportiQU of the gsins of the 
hbocdrer^ 
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labourer, or to confume on themfelves a larger 
fhare than is fit for the meafure of an individual, 
or that they Ihould be qualified to difpenfe the 
furplus in a more ftcady and equal mode, fo as to 
anfwer the purpofes of a politick expenditure, 
than the old poffeffors, call thofe poffeflbrs,bifliops, 
or canons, or commendatory abbots, or monks, or 
what you pleafe. The monks are lazy. Be it fo. 
Suppofe them no otherwife employed than by 
fining in the choir. They are as ufefully em- 
ployed as thofe who ndther fing nor fay. As ufe- 
fuUy even as thofe who fing upon the ftage. They 
are as ufefully employed as if they worked from 
dawn to dark in the innumerable fervile, degrad- 
ing, unfeemly, unmanly, and often moft unwhole- 
fome and peftiferous occupations, to which by the 
focial ceconomy fo many wretches are inevitably, 
doomed. If it were not generally pernicious to 
difturb the natural cburfc of things, and to im. 
pede, in any degree, the great wheel of circulation 
which is turned by the ftrangely-directed labour 
of thefe unhappy people, 1 fliould be infinitely 
more inclined forcibly to refcue them from their 
miferable induftry, than violently to difturb the 
tranquil repofe of monaftick quietude. Humanity, 
and perhaps policy, might better juftify me in the 
one than in the other. It is a fubjeift on which I. 
have often r^ecled, and never reflefted without 
feeling from it. I am fure that no confideration, 
U 3 except 
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except the necefiity of Submitting to the yoke ■<£ 
luxury, and the, dcfpdtifm of faaicy, who ill theif 
own imperious way will difttibute the fuiplus pro- 
du<Efe of the foil, can juftify the toleration of fuch 
trades and employments io a well-regulated ftate* 
Bat for this purpofe of diftributton, it feetns to 
me, that the idle expences of monks are quite aa 
well directed as the idle expences of us lay-loite- 
rers. 

When the advantages of the poffeffion, and o£ 
the projeft are on a par, there is no motive for a 
change. But in the prefent cafe, perhaps they are 
not upon a. par, and the difference is in £tvour of 
the poflefHon. It does not appear to me, that the . 
expences of thofe whom you are going to expel, 
do, in faA, take a courfe fo directly and fo gene- 
rally leading to vitiate and degrade and raider 
miferable thofe through whom they pa/s, as the 
expences of thofe favourites whom you are in- 
truding into their houfes. Why fhould the ex- 
penditure of a great landed property, which is a 
difperlion of the furplus product of the foil, ap- 
pear intolerable to you or to me, when it takes its 
courle through the accumulation of vaft libraries, 
which are the hiftory of the force and weakftefa of 
the human' mjndj through great coilEdBons. of 
andent records, piedals, and coins, which atteft and 
explain laws and sulloms^ through paintings and 
liratues, that, by imitating nature, feem to. mend 
' . - - » ■ - ' .the 
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.the liimts of creation ;. through grand monumeDts 
fif the df^, which contique- the regards and con- 
^e^ons of life beyopd the grave j through coligQ- 
iitm^. of thefpeciiOi^Qs of nature, wl^chbecpme 
a reprefenj^atiye a&ipbly,pf ^U the .chuf^ and fa- 
miUeP of tjie world, that by difpofit^oa faciUtats, 
;ind, ^y ^jtdting oiriofityj opea the avenues to 
fciencc? If, by great permanent efiablifliments, aH 
ihefe obje^ of expence are better fecured from 
the iiiconfiaoi fport of perfbtifil capficf and per- 
■ Tonal extravagance, are they worie than if the famp 
taftes pr^i^led in fcattered individuals i Does not 
"the {■vea.t pf the mafon and carpenter, who tc^ 
«n order to partake the fweat of the peaiant, floir 
as pleaiantly and as falubrioufly, in the conftrujftio* 
aadrepatr' of the tna^e^k cdHtces of rdigion, as 
in .the painted booths and fiardid flies bf vice and 
hiKUiy 'y as honourably and as profiuUy in repair- 
ingiitofe &cred works, <wbidi g^ow hoary with 
2nBtmiem}>Ie years, as on~the momeixtary recep- 
tacle of txanfient voluptuoufhels; in opera-houfe^ 
and brothds-, and gaming-houfes, and chib-houfes, 
and obeUiks is tbc Cluanp.de Mars? Is the fiir- 
pl«» pcodui5t jof the olive and the vuie worfe emr 
p)oqrad.in.tfae:£rag^Ciifteixanccof per^ns, whom 
dhe£^DtB of'aipkaisibiaginadon raifeto dlgraty 
by aonfiruiDg iu the fervice of God, than in pam- 
peiit% tin: i£nuiheTabIe multitude of thofe vho are 
degraded by bdng made ufeleis domeftidcs, fubr 
/?' ' U3 fcrvient. 
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fervientto th'e pride of man ? Are the decorations 
of temples an expenditure le(s worthy a wife matt 
than ribbons, and laces, and national cockades, 
and petits maifons, and petit foupers, and aB the._ 
innumerable fopperies and follies in which opu- 
'lence fportsaway the burthen of its fuperfluity? 
' ■ " We tolerate even thefe ; not from love of them, 
-but for fear of worfe. We tolerate them, becaufe 
property and liberty, to a dtgrge, require that ttv 
leration. But why profcribe the other, and furely, 
in every point of view, the more laudable ufe of ' 
efbites ? Why, through the violation o^ all pro- 
perty, through an outrage upon every principle of 
liberty, forcibly carry them from the -better to 
the worfe ? 

This comparifon between the new individuili 
and the old corps, is made apoo a ibppolition that 
no reform could be made in the latter^ But in a 
queftiqn of reformation, I always confider corpo> 
rate- bocfies, whedier fole or confifiing of maiiy, 
to be much more fufixptifal!: of a publidc direction 
by the pow^r of the fiate, in tlie ufe of their pro- 
perty, and in the regulation of modes and habits 
of life in theij: members than private citixeos erer 
can be, or perhaps ou^ to be ; and this feems to 
me a very material con£deEati6|i for thofe'-wbo 
undertake any thing wluch merits the name of a 
politick enterpiie.— ^ £ir a^to the cfiates of mor 
nafteries. 

With 
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"With regard to the eftatm poffefled by biflXQ]^ 
and caaons, and commendatory abbptsf.I catuiQt 
iiad out for what realbn fome landed ellat93 may^ 
not be held otberwlfe than by inheritance. Can 
any philo£b|thick fpoiler undertake to demoallr^te 
the poiitive or the comparative ^vU, of having jt 
cert;un, and that too a large portion of landed 
property, pafllng in fucceffion through perfon^ 
whole title to it is, always in theory^ and often in 
{aAj an eminent degree of piety, morals^ an4 
learnipg-; a property, which, by its delUnation, 
in their turn, and on the fcore of merits ^vcs t9 
the nobleft families renovation andfuppprt., to the 
Joweft the means of dignity and eleyatijw ; a pro- 
perty, the tenure to which is the. perfprmaoce of 
feme duty, ^(whatever value you may chopfe to 
£bt upon that duty) and the chara^ler of whofs 
.p^ppri^tot:s {l^inaiida at l^aft an e:$t^ior decorum , 
^d gpvitjr of n)ann«sj whq are ^p exprcifc » 
generous but tcn^perate bofpitality ; paj;t pf ,whpfe 
income they are to Qonfider as a p'uft fpr charity ; 
and who, eyeif wh; n th^ fai] in thfif ti;uft,.'^hen 
they flid^ A'pm tbeir charadl^r, apd degener^e 
into a mere con^mop iec^jlar pobtem^ or gentle- 
man, are in no refpedi: worfe thai) thofe ^ho may 
fue^ieed ^pm in tjieir forfeifed ^ofTeflipps ? Is it 
better that eftat^^jhpuld be held by thofe w^p 
have no d^ty than by jfiofe who have one ?— by 
(hofe wbpfe chara^er afid d^fttn&tipn point to 
,- . U 4 virtues. 
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'irirtuds, yhan by thofe who have no rule and di* 
'feftion'ih the expenditure of their eftates but their 
own Wifi and appetite f Nor are thefe eftites heli 
altogether in die charafter or with the evils fup- 
'pofed inherent in mortmain.' Hiey pais frofn 
^and to hand with a more rapid circulation than 
''any other. No exceft is good ; and therefore too 
great a proportion of landed prt^erty may be held 
tdraclaiiy for life; but it does not feem to me of 
'tnaterial' injury to -any commonwealth, that there 
'■fiibuld ejtifl foinft eftutes thathayc a chance of be- 
Ifig icfifit'^^' by otiief'hieins than tht; previous ao. 
^iii^oYiSrfWoViey.-'-' • ■ ■' 
^ -iTiis lett^Ts grown to a great length, though 
it is indeeB fliorfwth regard to the infinite e3t. 
'tentofthe fubje(?t.- Various avocations haVefrom 
time' to' ^imc called' my nilnd from the fiAjeiS, I 
<&aff not fofry to give tayfdff leifiirt to"obfove 
V^iethcr;' h/ die ^roCeedmgs of the rational af- 
feihblyj^ rtlght not find reafons to change br to 
Qualify fo'ffie of my firft' fenliments. Every thing 
has' "cdnfirmeid me mote- ftrohgly in my firft opi- 
nions. It Was my ori^nal purpofe to t:^e a view 
of the principles of the national" aflembly with re- 
gard to the great and fundament^ efiablifliments; 
and to compare the whole of what you have fub- 
ftituted in the place of what you have deftroycd, 
with the feverat members of our Britifii copJlitu- 
tion. But this plan is of greater extent than at 

firft 
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firft I computed, and I find diat you "hxve lirtle de^ 
fire to take the advantage of any examples. At 
prcTent' Irhuft content iinyfelf with'Tome remarks 
upon your eiJatimhments; refcrving for another 
time what I propofedto iay concerning -the fpirk 
of our Britift monarchy, ariftodracj, ■ and demo- 
cracy, as praflically they exift. ' ' - 

I have taken a ticw of what hss been done \ff 
'the governing power in France. - ■ 5f- harre certainly 
Tpofce of it wfth freedom. Tbofe whofe princi|^ 
it is to de^iifc the ancient permanent fenfetrf mait- 
feind, and to ftt up a -fcheme' of fodety on ne» 
■principles, muft naturaHy expe<S that fuch of us 
who think better of the judgment ef the humm 
race than of theirs, Ihould confider both them 
and their devices, as men and fchemesiipon their 
ttM. They muft take it for granted that we at- 
tend much to thdr reafbn, but not at ali to their 
authority. 'Hiey have not one of' the great in- 
fiuencing prejudices of mankind in their favour. 
They avow their hoftiiky to opinion. Of courfe 
they mnft c:^ft nO fupport from that influence, 
which, with every other authority, they have dc- 
pofed from tlie' feat of its jurifdiftion. 

I can never confider this aflembly as any Jhing 
dfe than a vohintary aflbdation of men, who have 
avwkd diemfdves of drcumftances, to feize upofa 
the power of the ftate. They have not the fane- 
tion and auUiority of the duraAer under which 

they 
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they firft met. They hjre aflumed anotjier of % 
very difierent nature; and have completely al- 
tered and iaverted all the relations in which they 
ori^ally flood. They do not hold the authority 
they exerciie under any cooftitutional law of the 
ftate. They have departed from the inliructions 
of the people by whom they were fent i which in- 
ftru^tions, as theaflembly did not aft in virtue of 
any ancient uiage or fettled law, were the fole 
-fource of their authority. .The moft o^niideralde 
of their a&s have not been done by great majori- 
ties ; and in this fOTt of near divilionsi which carry 
<mly the conftruiEUve authority of the whole^ 
flrangers will confider reafons as well as refol)^. 
.tions. ■ , 

If ^ey had fet up this new cxperipifntal go- 
venunent, as a neceflary fubfiitute for ai) exp^led 
tyranny, mankind would antfqpate the time qf 
prefcription, which, through long u&ge, mellows 
in.to legality governments that were violent in theu: 
.commencement'. AU thofe who have affe^ipfls 
which lead them tp the conisrvation of civil ord^ 
. would recoguife, even in its cradle, the cUId as 
legitimate, which has been produced from jthoi^ 
principles of cogent expediency to which aU juft 
governments owe thrir birth, and on which they 
juftify their continuance. But they will be late 
and reluAant in giving any fort of cwmtenance to 
the (^>eratio;is of ^.pf^er^ yrbi^ has derived it$ 

Uxtk 
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birth from no law aod nobecefiity; but wMch on 
the cootrary has had its origin in thole vices and 
Snifter prsftices by which the fodal union is ofHea 
difiurbed and fometimes deitroyed. This aflem^ 
bly has hardly a year's prefcription. We faavethm' 
own word for it that they haveinadeareTo],utiarw 
Tb make a revolution is a meafure which, prtitiA 
fronte, requires an apology. To make a revciu'- 
tion is to fubvert the ancient fiate of Our cona»' 
try ; and no common reafons are caUed for to jut 
tify fo violent a proceedings The fenfe of man* 
kind authorizes us to examine into the mode f^ 
acquiring new power;, and to critJciTe on the ufc . 
that is made of it with \t& awe and reverence than 
that which is ufnally ccmceded to a fettled and rc- 
cognifed authority. 

In obtaining and fecuring their power, the af- 
&mUy [H-oceedS'Upon principles the moft oppolltc 
from thofe which appear to direft them in the ufc 
of it. An obfervation on this difference -will let 
us into the true fpirit of their conduft. Evoy 
thing which they have done, or continue to do, in 
order to obtain and ke^ their power,' ia by the 
moft common arts. They proceed exaftly as theiy 
anceftors of amlation have done before them.— • 
Trace them through all their artifices, frauds, and 
iriolences, you can -find nothing at all that is new^ 
They follow precedents and exam^es with t^e 
puQ^tilious euftn^ c£ a ^teader. Th^ neter 
depart 
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depart an iota from the xothentick formulas <af 
t^imjAnduiurpatKm; But in aU tlie T^ul£tiotft 
Kdative to the'publiclc j^ood, the £piiit has been 
«iie"«ccy.^evcife of tias. There they cammhthe 
whole tcrthC' mercy of untried fpecoktioKs ; they 
afaandoir the:.dcare& intecefis of the -publick' to 
thoie loofe theories, to wMch joone of thoD would 
dioole: to xxa& the llig^teft of his private coiv 
<rcDS). They make this difference, becaufe in thar 
de&Tc of x^tJuning and fecuring power tliey arc 
ihoroughlyin earneft; there they travel in the 
liczteD road. ' The -puUick interefb, becautfi ArWt 
them tksy ha-TC no r£«l ii^dtude, they sbany 
don wholly, to chance; I fay to chance, b^c^jfe 
tiiesc fbhemes'have nothing in 6xperieocc to prove 
their tendency beneficial. 

. We nroft always fee with a pity not nnmiited 
arith-refped, the errours of tho& who .are- 'timi21 
and doubtful of themfelves with regard' to: -pwnt* 
■wherdn the happinefe , of mankind is concerned. 
But in die£e gentlemen there is nothing of the 
tender parental, folidtude which fears' t» cut up 
the infant ibr. the. fake of:an Jexperiment. . • In ■ tha 
Tafin^ of their promiles,' aAd the -caiifidence of 
thdr prediftions they &r.outdo~all theiboafiing.of 
cmpiricks. The'arrogaiitdof-t^ir preten&ons, in 
a.nianner provokes, aiid' challfengeB us, to an- in:- 
-qoiry into tli^ir fonridatioil. . ■ , ' 
..IamcojxvincBd-..dl4t tiibie inS'ineD of confido'-r 
• . able 
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able parts among the popular leaders an the mn 
fctonat affembly. Some of them difplay eldqueoca 
ift theit fpeeches and th«ir writings. This cannot 
be wittiout powerful and cultivated t^dents. - fiat 
eloquence may exill without A proportionable de> 
gr«e of wifdom. When I fpeak of at^ity, I ant 
obliged to diftinguifti. What they have done to- 
wards the fupport of their fyftem be%eaks no or- 
dinary men. In the fyftem itfelf, taken a» the 
fcheme of a republick cOTiftru<n:ed for procuring 
the profperity and fecurity of the citisejl, and fbc 
promoting the ftreng^th and grandeur of the ftatc, 
{ confel^ myfelf unaUe to find out any thing which 
^ff^ays, in a fingle infiaiice, the 'work' <^ a com^ 
prchenfive and difpofing mind, or even the pro 
vifions of a vulgar prudence. Their purpofe every- 
where feemg to have been to evade and flip afidtf 
from dt0iculty. This (t has been the glory of the 
great mafters in all the arts to confront, and to 
overcome J and when' they had overcome the firft 
difficulty, to turn it into an inftrument for new 
conquefts over new difficulties-, thus to enablA 
them to extend the empire of their fcience ; and 
even to pud forward beyond the reach of thdr 
furi^nal thoughts, the land-marks of the huroaii 
underAanding itfelf. Difficulty is a fevere inAruc- 
Jpr, fet over us by the fuprtme ordinance of a J)a- 
rental guardian and legiflator who knows ois btr- 
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ter than we know ourfelvet, as he loves us better 
too. Pater ipje coiendi haudfadkm ejfe •mam volwt*^ 
He that wreftles with us ftrengthens our nerves, 
ind fbarpens our ikill. Our aiitagonift is our 
helper. This atniCable conflift with difficulty 
obliges UB to an intimate acquaintance with our 
objed, and compels us to conlider it in all its re- 
lations. It will not fuiler us to be fuperfidal. It 
is the. want^ nerves oi underftandlng for fuch a 
tafk; it is the degenerate fondne6 for tricking 
fiiort-cuts, and little fallacious &cilities, that has 
in fo many parts of the world created governments 
with arbitrary powers. They have created the 
late arbitrary monarchy of France. They have cre- 
ated the arbitrary republick of Paris. With them 
defers in wifdom are to be fupplied by the pleni- 
tude of force. They get notliing by it. Com- 
mencing their labours on a principle of floth, they 
have the common fortune of flothful men. The 
difficulties which they rather had eluded than efca- 
ped, meet them again in their courle; they multiply 
and thicken on them ; they are involved, through 
a labyrinth of confufed detail, in an induftry with- 
out limit, and without direction ; and, in conclu- 
fion, the whole of their work becomes feeble, vi- 
tious, and infecure. 

It is this inability to wreflle with difficulty 
which has obliged the arbitrary aflembly of France 
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to commence thdr &hemes of reform with aboU- 
ttoti and total deftructioD.* But is it in deiboy- 
ing andlpuUing down that Hull is difplayed? Your 
mob can do this as well at leaft as your afliem- 
falies. The fhallowcfi underftanding, the rudeft 
hand b more than equal to that ta&. Rage and 
phrenzy will pull down more in half an hour, 
than prudence, deliberation, and. forefight can 
build up in an hundred years. The errours and 
defefb of old efiablilhments are viiible and pal- 
pable. It calls for litde ability to point them out; 
and where abfolute power is given, it requires 
but a word wholly to aboliih the vice Qnd the ef- 
tablifhment together. The iame lazy burrefflefi 
(^ifpolition which loves lloth and hates quiet, cU- 
seQs thefe politicians, when they come to work, 

* A lesding member of the afTembljrt M. Rabaud de St. Ett- 
Fone, bos exjirelTcd the principle of all their proceedings at 
clearly as pnffiblc. — Nothing can be more fimple ; — " 7ow let 
" elaUiJfemens en France colironnent It mallieur du peuple : pour U 
" reudrts heurtni U faut k riaoovcUr ; changer Jis idiei; danger 

*-ft*loiT\ changer fit , maun; ckanger'lei hommtt; chamger 

" let eli'^ii; changer Ut melt taut difmirt ; mii, Itut di» 

" truire ; pu'Jque tout rft h reaier.' ' This gentlemap was chofeft 
preliilent in an alTcrnbly not fitting at Quinic-vingt, or ihc Fititi 
Maijim ; and compoftd of perlbns giving themfelves out to be 
rational beings; but neither fai> idtas, knguagc, X>t ooadnfti 
. differ ia the fmalleft degree Avm tha difcourfea, ofnaions, anA 
sAions of thole within and without the R^embly, who di/eft, 
the operation! of the machine now at work in France. . 

for 
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f(M; fupplyingthe place of what they havedeflroye^ 
To make every thing the reverie of what they 
have feen is quite as eafy as to deftroy. No' diffi- 
culties occur in what has never been tried. Cru 
licUm is almolt baffled in di&ovcring the defeds of 
what has not exjfied [ and eager cnthufiafm, and 
cheating hope have all the wide, field of imagina- 
tion in which they may e^ntiate with Ilttk or no 
cppofition. 

At once to preferve and to reform is quite an* 
other thing. When the ufefal parts of an tH e£» 
tablifhment are ke|M, and what is fuperadded is to 
be fitted to what is -retained, a vigorous mind, 
fieady perfevering attention, various powers of 
comparifon and combination, and the refource&tif 
an undcrftanding fruitfiil in expedients, are to be 
exercifed ; they are to be esercifed in a continued 
conflict with the combined force of oppofite vices } 
V'ith the obftinacy that rejefts all improvement, . 
and the levity that is fatigued and difgufted with 
ei.'ery thing of which it is in poffeffion. But you 
may objeS-r~" A proceis of this kind is flow. It 
*' is not fit for an aflembly, which glories in per- 
** forming in a few moriths the work of ages. 
" Such a mode of reforming, poffibly might take 
*' pp many years." Without queftion it might j 
«ndit ought. It ig one of the exceUcncie^ of %■ 
method in which time is ambngft the afHUants^ 
that iu 6per%tLon is flow, and In fome cafe's alhioft 
'w . imperceptible. 
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impcrtepttble. If circumiipieflion aod .^}i.tioo-are 
a part of wifdom, when we *orit only up<m-H>- 
animate. matter, furdy they becdjne a part of duty 
too, when the fubjed, of our demolition and eon- 
flnicUon is not bnck and timber^ but fetitient-be- 
ing5,- by the fuddeb alt^ation -of whofe ftate, Ccm>- 
dldcm, and habits,.'2nt^dtude3 may. bq rendered 
mybrablc. But.ifir&^ha.a* if It were the:p^va- 
leot opinion iaM^axisj/that .an unieelkg heartj^and 
an' uadoubting~'C«^£deQ<3e,,are ^he fole tjualifica- 
tions foT-a perfect l^iflator. ; Far. different Jrfe^y 
ideiti o£ that high' offc^ .^he tfuajVjwgtrer ffiggfet 
-to have.ahe^rt fujl <rf:,fiwtiil^lity,.-,He<«i^t'*o 
iloveand rQ^£t.his;l'ditdi;9ad-to fear, hi'mfelf. />k 
may be aJilowed to-his tefrip?Mip*IS< ,tP .^tchju^ 
'Ukimate obje£t witib ^ intuifi'^ef gl^cce ; but hi^ 
BfTO^emen'ts towards it ought to be deliberate. P^ , 
■iitical arra»gemeotya8 it- is' a wofk for focial ends, 
■is .to be only \*rought by focial means. There 
mind muft confpire with ijiind. Time is required 
t9 pX0d\xce that unieta of minds which alone can 
produce all! the good we aim at. Our paiien(fe 
wBl achieve more than our force. If I might ven- 
ture to appeal to what is fo much out of jBifhion 
in;Paril, I meln to experience, I fliould tell you, 
that in my courfe.I have known, and, according 
4p my meafure, have co-operated with great men; 
.and I hare never yet lecn any plati v^ich has not- 
been mended by the obfervattoits of thofe whp 
, you V. X were 
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wen much Inferiour in uDderfianding to the^per- 
ftm who took the kad in the bufine&. By a flow 
but wdl^uftuDcd progre&» the e&& of each fiejr 
is Wf tched } the good or ill fucceft of the fii^> '' 
give! light tojus in the fecond} and fo, from Hght 
to H^t, we are condu^Ud with £iiety through the 
whole ieries. We fee that the parts of diefyfiem 
do not dafh. The evils latent in the moll: fira* 
mifing contrivance arc provided for a« they aiif^. 
'Dne~ advantage is as Jkth as poffible iacrificed to 
another. We compea&te, we reconcile, we ba- 
Usee* We are efiaUed to cti^te into a confiftent 
whde the various anomalies and contending prin- 
dplff that are fbvjsd in the minds and ^ffurs of 
4Men. ?r<Hn hcn<i ari£», not an excellence in fiin> 
'^dty, hut one far fuperiour, an excdlence in cosv. 
pc^Uon. Where thegreat interefts- of mankind 
are cbncerned through a Img fiicce6ioa of gene^ 
rfttionst that fucceffion ought to be admitted, into 
foihe fltare in the councils which are fo deej^-to 
affecl them. If juftice reqiures this, the wi^ ic- 
(df requires the aid of more minds than one age 
can fumifii. It is froni this view of things that . 
the bed Icgiflators have been eiten &tisfied witk 
the. efiablilhment of fome fure, foUd, and ruling 
principle in government; a power like that wlucK 
fome of the philofophers iiave called a plafti^ «h 
' ture; and -having fixed the prbidf^ they^haVc 
Hit it afterwardf to iu own opei^^.- • • ji - ' 
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To fwoceed in this manhcFi ^at ls» t& proceed 
with a prdlding [frinciple^ and a pr<^fick'«iergy) 
is vith me the criterion ~ of pf'ofouiid wifdomi 
WhWyour politicians think the marks of a bold^ 
hard)? genius, are only prooft of a deplorable wiint 
of ability; By their vldtiit ^fte, and thdr defi- 
ance bf the proccfe of nature, they are delivered 
ovct blindly to every ^prbjeftor' and adventurer,- 
to every alchytnift and" 'empiiit^.^ TTicy ddpalr 
of turniogtoadcbuMtaliy thiifg-that i&<:onun6n4 

' Diet 13 nothing in th6ir lyftefifof remedy; -The 
worft of it Isi "t&at- tMs ^beip-ae^f- of ctlnlig 
common difit^i^ers^by-re^'M'~cA#£hlidS,^^''»£:rt 
only from defe^ of com^cihenfioBi 'bat , ' I - fe»^, 
from fome malignity of dSf^afeidrii^" Tour-leglflit 
tors feem to have tMc^* thd^'^t>thi0n3 of all pro^ 
fdSons, ra&ks, and offices, fron!t -the declamations 
and baffooncries of fitiriJtUv *hb would them- ■ 
fdves be aftoniflied if the/ w«pe held to the let- 
ter of their owff defcriptioiis. By liftening only 
to thefe, your leaders regard all things only oh the 
fide of thrir vices and faults, and view thofe vices 
and &ult5 under every colour of esaggeration. It 
is undoubtedly true, though it may feem paradox- 
ical ; but in gfeneral, thofe who are habitually em- 
ployed in finding and difplaying faults, are unqua- 

' )ified for the work of reformation : l^caufe their 

mw^s ^c not only unfumifhed with patterns .of 

tb« fvg: and good, but by habit they come to take 

X a. no 
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jia ddight ill the contemplation of thofe things. 
By hating vices ^oo much, they come to love rtieft 
taoliuTe. It is therefore riot wonderftil^ that they 
&duld be indifpofed and unable to ferve thein. 
From hence arifes the complexional dlfpohtion of 
fome of your guides ta pull every thing in piece* 
At this malicious game they difplay the whde of 
their quadrhnanQus aftivity. As to the reft, the pa- 
radoxes" oFelotyiient writers, brought forth purely 
as a fpoTt of fancy, to try their talents, to rouze 
attention, and excite furprifc, are taken up by 
thcfe gentlemen, not in the fpirit of the orv^A 
authors, as means of cultivating their tafte and 
improving their ftyle. Thefe paradoxes become 
with them ferious grounds of aftion, upon ■which 
they proceed in regulating the moft important 
concerns of the ftate. Cicero ludicroufly defcribes 
Cato as endeavouring to aft in the commonwealth 
upon the fchool paradoxes which exertnfed the 
wits of the junior ftudents in the ftoick phflofo- 
pliy. If this was true of Cato, thefe gentlemen 
copy after him in the manner . of fo»ne perfons 
who lived about his time — pede nudo Catenem. Mr, 
Kume told mc, titat he had from RouiTeau hiifP- 
•felf the fecret of his principles of corfipofition. 
That acute, though eccentrick obferver, hidper- 
teived, that to ftrike and intereft the ptibiick, the 
marvellous muft be produced ; that the ■MSrVfrk- 
lou8 of the heathen mythology had fetfig finc^ kA 
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jts effect: ; tlut giants, m^ciata^, f%itues,'!tiDd:l)e» 
rbcB of romance which fucceeded, Jiaii/ e:duiid)x)d 
the portioji:of credulity which belonged to th^r 
age; that, naw nothing was-kft.to a wjritirjAut 
that fpecies .of 'the marveUous, iriuchmightifiiU 
, be pfodoced; and with as. great, jm.-effc^is.eser, 
thiMj^ in another way; that is, llw -iriarxtHoBS 
in life, ia.manncfs, in. charafters, and.'in issitnot- 
dinary BtuatiDQs, .giving ji& to!newt:f ndiifolooked? 
&}r.£roicesin-p(diticl£s and^siorals. 1 betieve, that 
vrere Rfidffiau: alive, andlm nwe of his^ucid inter, 
raki jwvbuia be fliQcke4 atihe pra^cal phrcnzy 
of his:fi^lirs-, who ialtKir.-pajradiutes.are^vil^ 
imitators;; and cyen.in their incfediriity.difcovdir 
an impKcit faitb. : ■ ^ ,-: : . ..;-. 

V Men who undertake confider^le^ingsv |Uen 
in a cegulaniway, ought to giye.us*^ouiidia'.piei 
fame aHlky. But the phyfician^of ttufiate, who, 
not {atikficd with the cure of di£empers, undec* 
takes.to.r^eneratt conftitutioQs, might .to Ihevi 
micommon powers. Some very. unufuah.iappear-^ 
:^MZ£ of. .^fck}m ought to di^lay theinfehres oh 
the face of the defigns.of thofe who appeal xq dv 
practice, and'wlio copyi^ftei no model Has-alny 
iiidi]bfdiiisi^ife&ad.^ lihiHtaljca ^ieiK (;itil»a 
for thfifufejfiA bff »-«:ery. fccrtlooe) i>i what the 
afem"bly3ias dofte,-i*ith. regard, firlV, toHhc.ixiDc 
ftitution.-«f thc.;tegiiUture ; Jn the neist ^liact, ta 
t^t of ifaftjexecuttvc^pamcc i^ thcn-itOvthaiiQf :tl;ie 
jn^ttJtP', •fterw»rds.';Wfcllj«iftQde|('Q{:tJiq:antnyi 
...-. i.iu X 3 aod 
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flpd o«ndttde with the Ifyftem of -finance, to See 
whether we' c;ui S&oyti in 907 p^rt of tfadr 
fche;nes the portentous ability, wfai^^tnay jiiAify 
cheie ttold vndeFt^cers m t)is fnperibrity which 
tiieya^une over inankifid. - 

It is in the med4 <tf "the foVerMgn-jftid pr^i^og 
part [rf'tMs »«W repubfick, that we^Jhoold $xpeQ 
(heir grand difpliy. Here'they wcrd to ^rovc their 
title to.tbeir pfo^ 4efharids; Fw tlfe i^n itfelf 
It large, uid foe ihe rpafon& oa wbioh it is -^olmdi 
tdi'lt^ef ta %h^ jminwis 0f (})« aficftUil^iof the 
39th df '-SspWOib^ 1^8^^ and tpt the fiqibft^vefit: 
pro^ff^iftgtf'W.Iddt^Vp-iqadc an^ al^erajipfa iff 
ihe idaii;' Sp ^«s-ip^'tnatter femewfaiit con* 
fiifed I c^ sfe^Ught, the iyftem' remuiis fabiiaii. 
^tially us it h^ beqt ^jr^pa^ iramed. My &w 
remarks vil)be fijch u; rcgaB4-itslpirit, iu ten* 
dencyrand its Sfnef^lpr'^iBiiAg'^ pt^nilar ccun* 
nonwfi^tli, wbidi tkey f>*n|c(s }ftai^ to be, ftute^ 
to tlie eods-for i»lH^/aii^ cpmiuDiiweahfa, md 
lartiqdafl^ Aich ^^ttJHMibiivfnhh, is inade. At 
ffae ^<; time |:iirq4i--^ cdnfider 'it^ eonfi^enr^ 
«ith itlclf afid its oWa {>Hitd|4es; 

Qld cfta^tiifl^iuats a?^tne^ h^tbdr efieAt, If 
the peo|^ vc faupf jiibtttd; iMdthy, andpo^ti^ 
fill, yf^ |>re&pie the te^ W# (onchlde thftV*^ 
be gpo4 from vlicpce gppd is ^kn^yed. ImAA^d 
tablilhfncnts varipiu correfliTes hiVc bee|i ibubt) 
^ their abfVTaficws ft<xa theory, faideed'thty 
are fhe |«&^ <4- yafiow acceffititli »»A upCr 
(Uences. 
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diences. They we not vftm coftftrudKt ift«r atiy 
theory; tferarief are ratJKT drawn from, tbeit). la 
them we often &e the aid b^ obtaiaed, where 
the meaiu Seemnax perfediy^econcileaMeto whit 
we may ^cywaitheon^ifuilfi:liem& The meana 
tstt^ by experience may be tettcc f«itcd to p^'^ 
tical ends than thofe cootrived In tJu cxig^ital pco* 
jedu They again te-a^ upon the ^invtive ojn- 
fiitution, and ibaiabnes imprwe the defign it&If 
from which tfacy ieaa to haVfc dqnrted. 1 t&ink 
^ thb ought b« cunonfty ewm^ificd Jn die Bri- 
tiflt dtnAitutkn. At wwft. tine erroi^t md de* 
jriadoD* of every kind in lecfcompg aic:&aAd and 
cocnputzd, and the {bip -proceeds in hn caafHh 
1^ is the ca& of old efb^i^neaU ; but in a nev. 
and nieretf theorctkk fyftem, it is expe&td that 
0very contrivance fliaU appear, on the face of it, 
to anfwar its cndi; (dpedally where (hc'i^c^eftorr 
a^ no way embarra&d with an endeavour to acs 
commodate tfat acw WUding to an old onci either 
ia the wdk <^ «n tj|r fiiandatfoni. 

The FlRBch bnildcTs, ckaripg away at niene 
Tubbtfli whaterer .iibey icwid, and, like thetr or« 
tancntsd gardeners, fn^p^g^ery thing into aff 
cxbA leveli ppopofe tOfA t^ vhcde kx»l »td ge*- 
<wnl li^ilaturc onthr^ infiss of three Cerent . 
kinds; one geoewtric^ one arithmetic, and ftje 
third fiuaeKnJli _lbe.:&£Lof iwhlch they call the 
iiafif «f unitory y^iecaait tke bi^:(f poptdtaionf 
■ / ■ ' ■ . -■ 5f^ .. »nd. 
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attd'the third, the iafirvf effntriiutiM, For the ac- 
cainplifiunent df the fikt «f tfa«fe purpofes, they 
(Mtdde the area of -their countvy into eighty-three' 
pieces, . r^ulaily. fquare, of ei^tcen leagues by 
eighteen.' ^Tbefe^r^-dinfions are' called D^rt' 
menu. Ttte&'they {)bFCiQii,';praceedipg by fijuare' 
me3fui«iti^irt,.UUo fdrenteeniniAdrad and twenty 
diUri<%s, cahedtQomtmmpi fThaie agaa tfae'y fubdi* 
-^e^ ftiU pboo^ing by^o^jneaibtainentj'iiito 
linallla-ldiftci£b;cfitted'^d^ORj, nukiTig in all 6,400. 
-i:fl(t£lftnD&v tl^ff gec»netraiad;/b3£s of than pre*. 
feattsUiDt mdino-adnilrejor t^blaoie. It«db&r: 
iiix.giMnrjle^flatiJrB.~talecLiB.' Nothing more tiiah 
ao. MQCunli: rland 'fuEveyorywitfa His cl^iia;, ^^t, 
and thcQd(riItc;iiajrc£puSle;fcic!6ich ii- plan as thk* 
In the oBj 'dxvifions ofsiSr^ mim,^.,-vwQ\sB)zbd-, 
dents at Tarious cimes^qBicfiitifie rehb- and flow o^ 
TariOus. pr^tfrtiea: and. jncifHi^aons, batted them 
bounds. Tbtiiei}oaiid9waittiatTaada:upoiiTiHy 
fixed fyfiem>.t)ndDabt;|diyL-i4fl%ejt wta^fi^^edtD 
feme inconvenluicix^ciBtt '4ey:vioe.&Bgen'Miik 
end^ for which wfiiifa^ ^3Bb&TiaMas&, land ha- 
Inthad.fuppUefl aocatnwfcl^tU&aDdpatknQc. In 
AJs Bsnr patement of- iqHaie.^thin.ffUace»t«id 
this orgaoi&tion aivifeteihQi^gaki&feioi^^'nBftde-on 
the fyftem of £inp«docieB:i«id.^Bufim1^ addiJBOt 
upon any politick principle, htu-impoffibl^itbi^ 
-innumerable local iDconvoueodcSi tO'NduilhhiKn 
are not habituated> nmft.nDt.ari{e.'..SHt thda.l 
, .: pa(^ 
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pa&ovetv isecaufe it reqaim an accutsatie ImoiF- 
lectge of .the country, which I do vot i^dEJcis, ta. 

ipeafyndunn; : '. - ■■ ■' l . ■ . : 
T SViioa tiisie ftatc fuxveyors citre to tako^ viarr 
^:tkdif track of meafarecient:, they fioon, fooiai^ 
i^iat Jot^polkichB xhe. nioiL^acLous.cf aB tlui^ 

vna3^Qdineti:y:ftr^«iaohfisaiKH).. Tli^4'*^: *^°^ 
cecouiie toi %iu>ifienJufis (pz J3tlHT.-^ttff«fe)ixtf 

B]attdH|9«%: cib.-vQiiiMriniSenfc{ i^t the <^3odiic&io( 
ibij^ t^-4mmlas^i' the^people, tbrnr wealth^ 
^d tliTilf E^e&^f^t)ie«r:xipnti:ilniticHi;iiudc^h' 
inkut^,Bk4stj^s lct^]|ehif(|MiE.2ii4)Mi^tuir&avitt 
lender mflnffirationarfi^dkiflAnsribHylBrAcf . powtc 
in tbc cadriHi^weahfi^ ba^.«iqafi&bY;irsfff30rcaStxtfi 
dteJnoAiiio«quzl.ai£dl awafti i« iit tiadiftrHnM 
tjon ofisiiti),: . HcKKihiiUiilhef oau£i»btt iglv4 it up-^ 
But dividiDg- tfaeh- jtolliidll nsd en^ peptisieBtattoi^ 
intat^ffle jdaajthtyaaBMted oiw -of ihofc parts tat 
the -.'£i{u^£ ^tee^^^wMR, imitluitiC a!iihg1e&^ on 
cakulatiminaaSbsttainHadinher thicterrito^iilprai 
parti<iai.jo6.'Ttfoiefenti(tid]a.Mss furly adBgiicd^iUui' 
oiight upcoir'xi^r. piiiiciplc resdly.tq3bb.x:thfT^ 
Havii]^:iiaTdroit^^yento gpometryj jhjj if it i t p fr 
^-^-:idittfd fL^.^ar fiower) out -cfvcehqi^astrife 
' fti^aie.to tjiBt iidiIi|]ieiiHei^ce,.theyjelt:Aexitfaai 
tvo to^iif ^^^li^^''^'^''^''^^^ ibciAhhrpBits^ pd^ 
puhtien and, ccauribntjdn. n ■-. i-.o-Jc-.... .,- .. A 
• ' Whtn rthojr cato^ ta-^pmvido fon-pdpulatiaa, 

they 
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dK7 wms. jiot:abIs-:t9- proccecf quite £> fioeotfily- 
ariLtbey had jikHie:in tju! fidd of .their gecmetiy. 
Here their arithmetick caak ncv bear ttpdn thoor 
jsxidicat. ineta{}lf7ficks. Had tlKf ftoek to thnr 
u ic t^Jiyfi dcTpriadpfey, the ahthmdticil jikoA- 
wawiA \x&Di[ie^wiited*r Meciy mnOi tfaeim, are 
ftrii&ly mfai, md avecDtitlsd to e^uU rigbtaui 
tfaeir oan g wcrnn mrt. Esch head* od this ^ 
ton, mnM have its 'vme, «iui •very ma* vindd 
Tott dilvAly for tfae< pbiihn ute wu tvrqiiMnt 
faint ift klB-%iflatar& **£iit fi)£b*^ Hcgukr 
** dtfjfso^iioc fcuV . i^tSdt netsidtTfiekiiriKi^, 
tft viof^iav, cufiopi, li&g^ po^> na£Mi, wm 
tp .^tk^^ to. yadd 4t£)tf ru»--t2)dr fdeafitKL Jhoxt 
imift be'manjr dcgnei^axid Abk^A^c^ i«fere the 
IcprafentatiTe cam- poitt' iii ttanCad «ith hk con- 
pkttoit, Indaodyat we flnliitKittlee, tht& two 
pedboa are:tOi bwr* mo JWI of bommiiiiion witli 
nsho&Ke. i}^, thpTDterS'ift the^(ia£in»vh0 
ocmpofe- wJnt they aMftmmy-^^itatiiet, aise «0 
have a-jWBiS^iR/ivtr Whst( va^uafi^cfRkqiontiio 
&adc£ea£t^ ri^ti of QKirr ¥e>i bvtHfMthtf* 
Verf finail i^sali^tiqn. Oup i|^«fti^ fuH'tie 
very littk opp^sffive ; (»ly th? loc^ vahtation of 
fluw? liayB l^qr paid to )kp pvUkkf Wiy* tl^ 
ii mot nuch^J-nndily adont, Jv any thii^ bi»« 
ihccittcr^fiilncrioii fif-TDor cqdafising {i^ra^ 
As a qualificatiorf itf'mi^ ati ^VMeli be let al<Mie| 
fer it ai|fiv^'p<) pne piirjiaSf foj- _)»hich ^aKfi? 
, ^.' catjon* 
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mttom^teilliMllWliI; as<l,s« ]tOTiitbu,Itei. 
d<idaii<m>avott,t)« nan «{ 4k »tli«n wiudk 
iatvi«lxt)iialit7 ftaadrde naB is need of prMcn 
tuta andv^B&iKej Iisero the nup wiift faa-a^ 
lting:aUi bltt U< ouml eqsaKtf to gnvd Ilia. 
¥oojor(ier lijn to. tey tlie figlit* tl4ikh you b«j. 
&ni.toU hUh iidtture ind^TOi to Hn grstuU 
(aaflti'X Us iiitJHnd of vikh m n)tii<in^.<« 

t*'^i*C;pei^!J who ewitiot -fPiBe vp to your fiwjv 
M, > t^oinpots^ uifiddjicf, » <iguii0 hiin, is 
iifl«hl»ftQrtat'«l»ewtTCTiitftt,<y jat-wioyttuaii 

nTk^gndiitipii prMwib.-tyni«fe|«iiiaty a&a* 

one far syery two tandwd^uaJiJed ili>»!**B» 
HEKii».tkc fir&inWi(in iw bEt»MI«l>e'|»in»nr 
e)»&£>F4pd;cheT«pfB&iit^iTeli^piflaipr> vad^a^ 
t. tern turii|>ifce ii fend fcr taxinlf the fif^ t( 
aifap vith a fecQud qntfifiguipai fiBTaose^silifett 
dt^td into the Cr^hw who does sot pay (fet 
yaKumt df t«a days lahonr. Nor have -ne yei 
daWi '^'Imtcjitftil to be anpAec gtadatim.* 
■ .TJieSi 

^ Vlie iifeiqtii^, \n executing (tie plm ef tbeir cominittce, 
fMdk&lMilltlMoite.' 3%<yUVe aHiGk'^>ktMe Atgem-tliefii 
grkdwioix; Ibis rct)Mpea> parf of tbaolijc^ifaa.i bQt tiK main. 
^tgcAion, namilj-, t}iSLt Id th^ir CpbclSt the Jirft ponaituwt voter 
ku 00 CDoaeAion with tile Tcprerentative legiHator, rrVnains in 
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Jili$ir.- lOf-'aUjibde .qublt^ymgibarrioi rwa'nruA 

Ahiftkid^^ ibat ttisjr are unpitxidt tb'£tciu^iio« 
i}cfMHi(ldDC&; ftiaiig 01% tto^dt^aw^itb^^bitiotf 
wen- ■:,■ ■■: cJ «;:.■ f.:.':; : .'!■-' »-■'.■■/ r-'-:-'; -.;■ c.'. 

principle of natural right, theralis'BinbBifefil xD 

ftippoKtiiHft t.;--.'-i.,> Inihnud aai o-r-'- .„1 ana 
V :WtiefiDti|e|rMaate'ta-'tIiMr>'iMrd^ba£0^ tbai^if 
£i»itiniftf/9iv^i.^4d..tlmfi'!tfc«7 hLvejmoKi cSnls 
|iktdl7]oft.figl^of-tiisrigfaUiofitnc3V- This-lafk 
btffi8.l£fianfirfffypD<prDFiettyf; iA. prind^' tondtp: 
^Bflf^eqt Jrom.the etjbalitf .»£ ndien, and otterly^k* 
recondleable to H, is^^ttmicfiti^idnuttedt but:>in> 
Iboncr h ihisi'T^naaxipiel laiaiikttdi thani (as ufiial^ 
tft-is fubverted ; and it is not fubvcrted (as wo . 
Ihall prefently.fee) to ^pproxima^i^ (he.ii|},eq,V9Hty 
of cif^ to,.tI^, hxd. of .lUttire. ,;Xhfc.addirioaat; 

better, fome cert^nl^ for tbf worC::.t)i>Hp t}ie,mthoj (lie jnerili 
or demerit of titefcfipaller alterations appcj^r^tp^cctf DO. Rvoa^nt^* 
where t'wWcH'^lfj^f M. f*?^*B«?t||l!/ ^iif^^ V^^ ?bfw^; -l U 

- .,4 . ibare 
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fliarein thethirdpohic>iiKtf':TeprefefitsRidtt^(aipov- 
•tioh rdia^ed exciufiv^:fbK. tbe hlg^kncontittiii- 
ti(»i)ls made to regard' the/f^J49.onty,.aiui not 
the -uidhddiiah .m ir who 'pay: ' It i»xaifyita po^ 
ceive, l^th^xioaricafthdrTeadbaqigSjhowrintnA 
they were emharaSed by tketr c'ofttradS^ry ideas 
of the rights of men and the ptivil^^ c^ riches. 
The coiiDmittee of cocftitution dp as good as ad- 
■mit that they are wholly irrecondleable. "The 
''rdation with regard tothe cODtributions, is 
"without doubt ft«tf(fey they) when the que£- 
** tion is on the balance -t^ the political rights as 
** between individual and individu:^ ; withotO: 
** which perfonat equality •wsuld be dtjiroyed^ and an 
■" arlftocracy of the r;c6 would be eftabliihed. But 
*• this inconvenience entirely difappears when the 
f ' proportional relation of the contribution is only 
" confidered in the greiu mojes, and is folely be- 
-" tween provin« atiflf-province; it ferres in that 
■** dafe onlyito'*drm a, juft reciprocal proportion 
** btcwegn the cities, without afieding the perfonat 
•* rights of -the citizens." 

Here the prlndide of contributm, aa taken be- 
tween man and man, is reprobated as nu//, and 
deftru^ve to equality ; and as pernicious too'; 
SbecMiie it leads totbedtablifhnientof ati tfr^ 
crgey tf the rich.. However, it.maik-ngt be-abaft- 
doned. And the way of gettiflg^rid of the dtfi- 
ciilty is to eftabUfli the ineguattty Wvbtt^aen da- 
partment 
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fontmt ud dtptnmoit, letvfiig aU thelttdM' 
dttaJft in ettk dcpw tm o i t tftm an caa£k par. Ol> 
lurve, tlutt tlds pariky be t w geu individuals Iiad 
been before lieflxoyed when die qoaKficatioDs 
irithin the d^^rtmenU wen fttded } nor does il 
&Km 2. nutter ef great importaace whether the 
equality of awn be injured by ma&s or indiridt^ 
ally. An individual b not ef the iamc in^ovtance 
in a mal3 rqire&ntcd by a fem^ as in a ins& repre* 
{ented by many. It wotdd be too mttcfa to tcU a 
man jealous of his equafity, th^t the deSux has 
the lame franchise who votes for three inen^ra 
as he who votes for ten. . 

Now take it in the odier pcnnt of viewa ^d leC < 
us fuppdc thdr. prindide of reprcfentaticm accord* 
ing to contribution, that is accordii^ to riches, to 
be well imi^pned, and to be a neceflaiy bafia for 
their repablick* la this their third bafis they af> 
fiiine,-thaC riches ought to be refpe^lcd, and that 
juftice and policy require that they ihouU entitle 
men, in fome mode or other, to a larger Ihare in 
the adminiHration of pubtick a&irs ; it is now t6 
. be (een how the aSembly proridei for the pre- 
eminence, or even for the &curicy of the rich, by 
conferring, in virtue of their oimknce, that larger 
■meafiure of power to their diflrid which is daue4 
to Uietn perfinuiUy. I readUy admit (indeed I 
fiKwU lay it deva aa. a ^ndamental prind|^^) 
^t in a repobUcan government, which fa^s a d&> 
mocratick 
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ffiocratick bafis, the rv^.^.re^aircrxrt adrfirinnal 
fecurity above «^ati& tWGd&ry to tlwin^ in» 
nardues. They wft,i*x)^Ct tasivy^.^nd throogb 
oivy to (i^^vi. -;£hi tbe prdent^Mtenic it i» 
impofibkvto diviae jvhxt^xdvanCigt' they dabtt 
imta the ariflocCiUtKlc. ^fisBOKespon whidi the 
unajual rcpTe&i)tationr.ef:.thei>iiiz&sni ^branded. 
The rich cannot/eotitv etthor a« a fupport to dag- 
nity , or as ibeun^ to irartunc r fea: the ariilocntidc 
nuUs is generated i&^ufa .purely detnocrattc^ prm- 
ciples; and tbe fvevaleiux.^vai to it in the gene- 
ra reprefen&ition hiisnofortof referoicetOjOrcoD- 
n^on with, the perfons, npoo aconint of whoft 
[Hvperty this fuperlority of the.inafs is efiablifliecL 
If the contri'vers of thitidieme meant any fort of 
favour to the rich, in confequence of their contii- 
faiitiao, they ott^t. to ha>ce conferred the priv). 
lege atheron.the iqdindualrrich, oron fome da6 
Ibrined of ridbperfffid (as.hiftorians repre&nt':S«r. 
Ti«3 TivU^i.ioiaire ^Dos'ia the early conftitutio* 
«f Rome) i bo^iufe the.conteft between the rich 
and the p6Qr i« aot a-ftruggis between corpora- 
tion and wrpozation, but a conteft between meii 
and mee; a competition not between diftrfcfa, Iwt 
between defcr^tions. It would atifwer -its pur- 
pofe better if the £bheitie were in^rened ; that the 
Totea of the mafles were rendered e^iM^; andthiC 
the votes witbin each naCsvavprb^btTioaed^ 
property* - -t.",:.';:.':-; '. 

Let 
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-' hdt'xa fiippofe ctae- nan mt. S&nSt (it is an 
€»£j ibppo£tion) to oontriinite as much as an hun- 
dred of his net^riKwrs. AgaJDit tfacie he has but 
jone vote. . If there were liut one repre&ntativc 
lot* the latdsi his poor ndghbours wottld .outvote 
'bim by an hundred to one for that fingk repro- 
ientative. Bad enough. ■ But amends are to be 
juade him. How ? The diftria:, in virtue of hi4 
Tealth, is to choofc, fay ten membefs inftead of 
one : that is -to fay, by paying a very large contri- 
bution he has the happineis of being outvoted, an 
bundred to one, by the poor, for ten reprefenta- 
tives, inftead of being . outvoted exa£Uy ; in the 
lame proportion for a fingJe member. In trutb» 
ini^d of benefiting by this fuperiour quantity cf 
leprefestation, the rich man is fubje^ed to an ad- 
ditional hardihip. The increaJ^ of.reprefentatiott 
within his province fets up nine perfbns-more, and 
as many more than nine as there may b^' democra- 
ticlc candidate, to cabal and intrigue, and to flat- 
ter the people at his expence and to his oppreffion. 
An intereft is by this means held out to multi- . 
- tudes of the inferiour fort, in obtaining a falary erf 
eighteen livres a day (to them a vait objcd) be- 
fides the pleafure of a refidence in Paris, and their 
fliare in the governmeBt of the kingdom. The 
more the objects of ambition, are m\dtiplied and 
beconie democrati{:l(', ;J9& in that, prt^ortion .the 
rich are endangered. , _ . 

Thus 
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■ ThttB it ftiuft faro between the" poor and the 
Hch in the province deemed arillocratick, whict 
in its internal relation is the very reverfe of that 
chara^br. In its external relation, that is, in its 
relation to the other provinces, I cannot fee how 
the unequal reprefentation.whidi is given to malTes 
on account of wealth, becomes the means of pre- 
ferving the equipoife and the tranquillity of the 
. commonwealth. For if it be one of the objects 
to fecure the weak from being cruihed by the 
ftrong (as in all fociety. undoubtedly it is) hovf 
are the fm^er and poorer of thefe maffes to- b« 
iaved from the tyranny of the more wealthy? U 
it by adding to the wcslthy further and mora 
fyftcmatical means of oppreffing them? iWhen 
we come to a balance of reprefcntation between 
corporate bodies, provincial interefts, emulations, 
and .jealousies, are full as likely to arife among 
them 3S among individuals; and their diviij.on» 
are likely to produce a much hotter fpirit of djf* 
fcDtion,and.fomething leading much more nearly 
to a war. 

I fee that thefe ari(l:ocratick maJTes are made 
Upon what is called the principle of direct contri* 
bution. Nothing can be a more unequal ftandard 
than this. The indireA contribution, that which 
arifes from duties on confumption, is in truth A. 
better ftandard, and follows and difcovers we^th 
more naturally than this of dire£t contribution* 
. Vo^. V. T Jt 
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It U di£Qcult indeed to fix a ibndud of lo£al pre- 
ference on account q( the one, or of the other, 
or of both, becaufe fome. provinces may pay the 
more of either or of both, on account of caufes 
not intrinfick, but originating from thofe very 
•diftricls over whom they haye obtained a prefe- 
rence in confequence of their oftenfible contribu- 
tion. If the maffes were independent fov«:eigrt 
bodies, who were to provide for a federative trea* ' 
fury by diftinct contingents, and that the revenue 
had not (as it has) many impositions running 
through the whole, which affect men individually, 
and not corporately, and which, by their nature, 
confound all territorial limits, fomething might 
be (aid for the bafis of contribution as founded on 
malTes. But of all things, this reprefentation, to 
be meafured by contribution, is the moft difficult 
to fettle upon principles of equity in a country, 
which confidera its diftriifls as members of a 
whole. For a great city, fuch as Bourdeaux or 
Pkris, appears to pay a vaft body of duties, al- 
moft out of all aflignable proportion to other 
places, and its mafs is confidered accordingly. 
But are thefe cities the true contributor^ in that 
proportion? No. The confiimers of the com- 
modities imported into Bourdeaux, who are Mat- 
tered through all France, pay the import duties 
6f Botirdtaux. The produce of the vintage in 
Guienne and Languedoc give to that dty the 



3 by Google 



REVOLUTION IN FRANCE. 323 

means of its contribution growing out of an ex- 
port commerce. The landholders who fpcnd their 
eftatea in Paris, and are thereby the creators of 
that city, contribute for Paris from the provinces 
out of which that revenues arife. Very nearly 
the lame ailments will apply to the reprefenta- 
tive Ihare given on account of Mre& contribution: 
becaufe the dire^ contribution muft be aflelTed on . 
wealth real or prefumed ; and that local wealth 
will itfelf arife from caufes not local, and which 
therefore in equity ought not to produce a local 
preference. 

It is very remarkable, that in this fundamental 
regulation, which fettles the Teprefentation of the 
mals upon the direct contribution, they have not 
yet fettled how that direct contribution fttall be 
laid,andhow apportioned. Perhaps. there is fome 
latent policy towards the continuance of the pre- 
fent affembly in this ftrange procedure. However, 
Until they do this, they can have no certain con- 
ftitution. It muft depend at laft upon the fyftem 
of taxation, and muft vary with every variation 
in that fyftem. As they have contrived matters, 
their taxation does not fo much depend on their 
conftitution, as their conftitution on thdr taxa- 
tion. This muft introduce great confufion among 
the maftesj as the variable qualification for votes 
witMn the diftrift muft, if ever real contefted elec- 
tions take place, caufe infinite internal contro- 
verfies. . , - 

Ya To 
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To compare together the three hats, oot on 
their political re^on, but on the. ideas on which 
the affembly works, and to try its confiftency with 
itfelf, we cannot avcnd obferving, that the prin- 
ciple which the comniittee call the bafts oi papuUt- 
iion, does not be^n to operate. from the fame 
p6int with the two other prindples called the 
bafes of territory and of coatr/$utian, wJiich arc 
both of an -arittocratick, nature. The confenuencc 
ib, that where all three begin to opef ite' together, 
there is the moR. 'abfurd inequality produced by 
the operation of the former on the two latteif 
principies. Every canton contains four fc^uart; 
le:^es, and is eKimated to contain, qn the avcv 
rage, 4,000 inhabitants, or 680 voters in thefri, 
wary aJfcmblUti which vary in numbers with the 
population of the canton, and fend one deputy to 
the commune for every 200 voters. Nine cantotit 
make a commum. 

Now let us take a canton coQtaialng « fio'part 
tewn of trade^ at a great maaufaSluring town. Let 
us fuppofe the piqmlatiou of this canton to be 
12,700 iiihabitants, or 3,193 voters, forming /irre 
primary ajfembiies., and fending ten deputies to. the 
fsmmune. 

Oppofe to this one canton /wo others of the re- 
maijiing eight in the iame commxine. 'Ihcie; we 
may fuppofe to have their fair peculation of 4,00a 
inhabitants, and 680 voters eacli, or 8,00a iiihahi* 
tants and 1,360 voters, both together. Tlicfc will 

form 
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fertn only t-wo primary ajfemblies, and ftnd oiAyJix 
d^uties to tlie cominune. 

When the affembly of the tommuhe comes t6 
■vote on the bafa gf territory, which priaciple is firft 
admitted to operate in that affembly,,the ^wg/e 
■canfon which has half the territory of the other two, 
will have t^n voices to Jix in the eleftion of three \ 
^spuiies to the aflembly of the department, chofen 
on the esprefs ground of a reprefentation of ter- 
ritory. This inequality, ftriking as it is, will 
be yet highly aggravated, if we fuppofe, as we 
ftirly may, the fevera} other cantpns of the com- 
THune to tall proportionably fliort of the average 
population, as much as the principal canton ex- 
ceeds it. 

Now as to the bajis ^ contribution, which alfo is 
a principle admitted firft to operate in the aifembly 
bf the <6nwiur,e. Let us ^ain take «^e canton, 
fuch ae is ftated aboVe. If the whole of the direft 
contributions paid by a great trading or manu* 
fafturiog town be divided equally among the in- 
habitants, each individual will be found to pay 
much more th'lin an individual living in the coun- 
try according to the lame average. The whole 
paid by the inhabitants of the former will be more 
than the whole paid by the inhabitants of the latter 
*— we may fairly affume one-third more. Then 
the J2,7oo inhabitants, or 2,193 voters of the 
canton will pay. as much ae 19,050 ijihabitants, or 
■ i . Y 3 3,289 
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3,289. voters of the other cantans, which are nearly 
the eftimated proportion of inhabitants and voters 
oijive other cantons. Now the 2*193 votes yrill, 
as I befove iaid, fend only ten deputies to the aj^ 
fcmbly ; the 3,289 voters will fend Jixteen. Thus, 
for an equal ihare in the jContribution of the whole 
commune, there will be a diSerence oi Jixteen voices 
to ten in voting for deputies to be chofen on the 
principle of reprefentjng the general contribution 
of the whole commune. 

By the fame mode of computation we fhall find 
15,875 inhabitants, or 3,741 voters of the other 
cantons, who pay one-Jixtb less to the contribu- 
tion of the whole commune^ will have three voices 
MORE than the 12,700 inhabitants, or 3,193 voters 
of the me canton. 

Such is the fantalHcal and unjuft inequality be* 
t^een mals and mafs, in this curious repartition 
of the rights of reprefentation arifing out of terri- 
tory and conirlbution. The qualifications which thefe 
coofo" are in truth negative, qualifications, that 
give a right in an inverfe proportion to the poflef- 
fion of them. 

In this whole contrivance of the- three bafes, 
confider it jn any light you pleafe, I do not fee a 
variety of objefts, reconciled in one confiftent 
whole, but feveral contradictory principles reluc- 
tantly snd irrecondleably brought and held toge- 
therby your philofiDphers, like wild beafts fliut up 
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in a cage, to daw and bite each other to their mu.' 
tual deflrudUon. 

I am afraid I have gone too -far into their way 
of conGdering thp formation of a conftittition. 
They have much, but bad, metaphyficks; much, 
but bad, geometry ; much, but falfe, proportionate ■ 
arichmetick; but if it were all as exa^ as meta-- 
pfayficks, geometry, and arithmetick ought to be, 
and if their fchemes were perfe£ily confiftoit in 
TiR their parts, it would make only a more fair 
and fightty vilion. It is remarkable, that in a 
great arrangement of manMnd, not one reference 
whatfoever is to be found to any thing moral or 
aay thing politick; nothing that relates to the 
concerns, the aftions, the paffions, the interefts of 
men. Homimm nenfapiunt. , 

You fee I only confider this conftitution as elec- 
toral, and kading by fteps to the national aflem-' 
bly. I do not enter into the internal government 
of the departments, and their genealogy through' 
the communes and cantons. Thefe local govern-" 
ments are, in the original plan, to be as nearly as 
poflible compofed in the fame manner and on the 
fune principles with the ele^ve affemblies. They 
are each of tliem bodies perfe^ly compad and 
rounded in themfelves. 

You cannot but perceive in tins fcheme, that it 

has a direft and immediate tendency to fever France 

into a variety of republicks, and to render them 

Y 4 totally 
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totally indepEiident of each oth^r, «^thout any di- 
rccl conftitutional means of CDheren<£, connexion, 
or fubordination, except what may be derived 
from their acquiefcence in the determioations of 
the general congreis of the ambafladors from each 
independent republkk. Such in reahty is the na- 
tional aflelnbly, and fuch governments I admit do 
exift in the wotld, jthougb in forms infinitely more 
futtable to the local and habitual circumfi^nces of 
their people. But fuch aflbciations, rather than . 
bodies politick, hive generally been the effeft of 
neceHity, . not choice; and I believe the prefent 
French power is the very firft body of citizens, 
who» having obtained full authority to do with 
their country what they pleafed, have chofen to 
diflever it in this barbarous manner. 

It is inipoflible not- to obferve, that in the ipirJt 
of this geometrical diftribution, and arithmetical 
arrangement, thefe pretended citizens treat France 
exaffly like a country of conqueft. AAing as con- 
querors, they have imitated the policy of the harfli- 
eft of that harfli race. The policy of luch barba- 
rous victors, who contemn a fubdued people, and 
jnfult their feelings, has ever been, as thuch as in 
them lay, to deftroy all veftiges of the ancient 
country, in religion, in polity, in laws and In man- 
ners J to confound all territorial limits ; to produce 
a general poverty; to put up their properties to 
audion; to crulli their princes,^ npbl^, ajnd pon> 

tifisi 
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tJfe?'-tD lay-low every thing T»hidhi bad: iift«d ii» 
head above the level, or which couldferve to cotD-> 
bine oc rally, in their difirefles, the disbanded 
people; under the.ftandard of old <^»nion. , They 
have^ made France free in the manner in whidi 
ihoft finceie Mends to the rights oi mankind,, the 
ftomans^ fi-eed Creece, Macedon, and other na- 
ttons^ ;l?hey deftroyed the bonds of their union, 
under colour- o£ providing for the ind^endence of 
gadtoftheir-ciiiiss, • 

: jWiwm the wienlbers who comjiofe thefe new 
todies. of cantons^xommunes, and departinents, 
^rangements pnrpoftiy. produced through the 
medium of conftilion, begin to aft, they wiO find 
t-henjiedvess ia a great meafure, Grangers to one 
aiiother. The ekdtsts and ele^ed throu^out, 
dpedally in tJie rural ^aBtem, will be frequently 
witbcmt any .civil haHtudes or conncftions, or any 
of that natural dtfci[Jline which is the foul of a 
txae fcfmUick. Magtihutes and colleftors of re- 
YCnue, ire now no longer acquainted with their 
diftrifts, bilhops with their diocefes, or curates 
with their pariflies. Thefe new colonies of the 
rights cif men bear a ftrong rcfemblance to that 
fott of military colonies which Tacitus has obferv- 
ed upOn in the declining policy of Rome. In bet- 
ter and wifer d?y8 (whatever courfe they took 
with foreign nations) they wete careful to make 
the elements of a methodical fubordination and 
fcttle- 
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fettlementito be coeval; aoderen to Jay the foun- 
dations of difcipUne in the military.* But, when 
all the good arts had ^en into ruin, they pro- 
ceeded, as your aflembly doci, upon the equality 
of .men, and with as tittle judgment, and as tittle 
care for thofe things which make a rcpubKck t(d©- 
rable or curable. But in this, ai well as almoft 
every inftance, your new c(HnnKin<4realth is born, 
and bred, and fed, in thofe corruptions which- 
mark degenerated and worn-out republicks.. Ytuxt, 
child comes into the worid with the fymptoms of 
death; the faciei Hi^ocratiea ionas the charader 
of its phyfiognomy, and the pit^noftick of it^ 
fete. 

The leg^Oators who feamed the ancient repub- 
fides knew thit their bafinefft was too arduous to 
be accompliihed with no better apparatus ^km the 
metaphyficks'of an under graduate, and the ma- 
thematicks and arithmetick of an exdfeman.- 
They, had to do with men, and they were obliged 
to ftudy human nature. They had to do with 

. • Nob, ut olim, univeris legioncs (Jeduccbantitr cam tribn* 
nis, ct cc/ituriaiiibus, «t fui cujuCque ordiniB mllilibui, nt coa* 
fenfu et cantato Tem|)ublicam ufTiccrent; fed ignoti inter fe, di- 
verlis maiiJpulis, fine tefloie, fine affcflihus inutuit, quafi ex 
alio gencre morralium, 1-eprntc in unum collcfli, numeniB magi* 
quum.cotonia. Tsc Aniraf. 1. 14. feft. 17. All this irill be 
Aill mqre applicable to tbc uncxmncAed, rotatory, bicniiid na< 
tional alTembliu, in titis aU'urd aod fci^elcls coifAittltien. 

citizens. 
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ckizensi .and. they, were obliged to fludy the effefls ' 
of tho^ habits which are communicated by the 
cirqumft^nces of civil .life.' They were fenfiblp 
that the operation ,of this l?cond, nature on the 
£rA produced a new combination; and thence 
arofe many diverfities amongil men, according to 
their birth, thdr education, their profeffions, the 
periods of their lives, their refidence in towns or 
in the country, their feveral ways of acquiring and 
of fixing property, and according to the quality 
of the property itfelf, all which rendered theiii as 
it were fo many different fpecies of animals. Fronj 
hence they thought themfelves obliged to difpofe 
their citizens into fuch clafles, and to place them 
in liich Tituations in the (late as their peculiar ha- 
tuts might qualify them to fill, and to allot to them . 
fuch appropriated privileges as might fecure to 
them what their fpecifick occafions required, and 
which might fiimiih ,to each defcription fuch force 
as might proted it in the conflift caufed by the 
diverfity of interefts, that muft exLft, and muft 
contend, in all complex fociety: for the legiflator 
would have been afliamed, that the coarfe huf- 
bandman Ihould well know how to aflbrt and to 
ufe his iheep, horfes, and oxen, and fliould have 
enough of common fenfe not to abilrad and equa- 
lize them »11 into animals, without providing for 
^ach kind an appropriate food, care, and employ, 
ment; whilft he, the ceconomift^ difpofer and 
fliepherd of his own kindred, fubiiming himfelf 
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into an airy mctapfiyfician, was refiilvcd to fcnOW 
nothing of his flocks but as men in general. It is 
for this reafon that Montefquieu obferved very 
juftly, that in their daffification of the citizens, 
the great legiflators of anti<juity made tlie greateft 
difpiay of their powers, and even foared above 
themfelves. It is here that your modern legifla- 
tors have gone deep into the negative ferics, and 
funk even below their own nothing. As the firft 
fort of legillators attended to the different kinds 
vf citizens, and combined them into one common- 
Wcakh, the others, the metaphyfreal artd alchemif- 
tical Icgiflators, have taken the direct contrary 
coarfc. They have attempted to confound all 
forts of citizens, as well as they could, into one 
homogeneotts mafs; and then they divided this 
their amalgama- into a number of incfdiertnt rc- 
pubUcfcs. ITiey reduce men to loofe counters, 
tnerely for the fake of fimple telling, and not to 
figures whofe power is to arife from their j^ce-in 
the taHe^ The elements of their own metaphyfick* 
might have taught them better leffons. The troll, 
of their categorical table might have informed 
them that there was fomething elfe in the intel- 
■ leftual world befides/ubfiance and quantity. They 
might learn from the catechifm of metap^yficks 
that there were eight heads more,* in every com- 
l&x deliberation, which they have' never thought 
, - Qtialiuis, Rdiilio, A&\o, VaiTio, Ubi, QuaJitlo, Situa, Ha- 

. of. ■ 
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of> though thefe^ of all the ten, are the iul^i^ oa 
which the fkiU of man can operate any thing at 
all ■ , 

Bo {ai l^om this atile dii|)a{ition of fome of the 
old republican kgiflators, which follows aitb A 
folicitouE 'accuracy the moral conditians and pro* 
penfities of men, they haw levelled and cru£be4 
together all the orders which they feoind, even 
,imder the coarfe unartiticial arr^gemcni: <of the 
mcKiarchy, in which mode of govcrnmcHt the 
daffing of the citiaens is not of fo mu<^ impor- 
tance as in a republicfc. It is true, however, ihat 
every fuch claffification, if ^operly cHrdered, is 
good in all forms of government} and compofeg 
a ftrong barrier againft the excefib of delpotifin, 
as well as it is the neceffary means of giving t&A 
and permanence to a re5>ablick. For want of 
fomething of this kind, if the prefent pKjc^ of n 
republick ihould fail, all fecurities to a moderated 
freedom fail along with it; aU the indira^: ret 
tiraints 'idiich mitigate d^potifm are removed; 
infomuch that if monardiy ihould ever again o^* 
tun an intire afcendency in France, under this Mr 
under any other dynafty, it will probably be, t£ 
not voluntarily tempered at fetUng out, by the 
wife and virtUous counfeU of the prince, ths moft 
completely arbitrary pow« that has ever a^peax* 
ed on earth. This is to play a moft dfifpefstS; 
game. :. 

The 
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The confufion, which' attends on all fuc^ pro> 
ceedings, they even declare to be one of their ob- 
je^a and they hope to fecure their conftttution by 
a terrour of a return of thoie evils which attended 
.their making it. *' By this,"- Iky they, " its 
*' deftrudion will become difficult to authority, 
" which cannot break it up without the intire 
" diforganization of the whole ftate." They pre- 
fume, that if this authority fliould ever come to 
the fame degree of power that they have acquired, 
it would make a more rnoderate and ch^tifed ufe 
of it, and would pioufly tremble entirely to difor- 
■ganize the ftate in the favage manner that they' 
have done. They expect, from the virtues of re- 
turning defpotifm, the fecurity which is to be en- 
joyed by the offspring of their popular vices. 

I wiih. Sir, that you and my readers would give 
an attentive perufal to the work of M. de Calonne, 
on this fubjeft. It is indeed not only an eloquent 
but an able and inftructive performance. I con. 
&ie myfelf to what he fays relative to the confti- 
tutibn of the new iiate, and to the condition of 
the revenue. As to the difputes of this minifter 
with his rivals, I do not wiOi to pronounce upon 
them. As little do I mean to hazard any opinion 
concerning hts ways and means, financial or poU- 
tical, for taking liLs coimtry out of its prefent dif- 
gracefu! and deplorable fituation of iervitude, anar- 
chy, bankruptcy, and beggary. I cannot fpeculale 
■ .■* quite 



3 by Google 



REVOLUTION IN FRANCE. 335 

quite & feriguinrfy as he does: but he is a French- 
man, and has a clofer duty relative to thoie ol> 
je^, and better means of judging of them, than 

' I can have. I wifh that the formal avowal which 
he. refers to, made by cite of the principal leaders 
in the alTembly, concerning the tendency of their 
fcheme to bring France not only from a monarchy 
to a republick, but from a republick to a mere 
confederacy, may be very particularly attended to. 
It adds. new force to my obfervationsj and indeed 
M. de Calonne's.work fupplies my deficiencies by 
many new and ftriking arguments on mofi of the 
fubjefts of this letter.* • 

It is this refolution, to break their country into 
feparate republicks, which has driven them into 
the greateft number of their difficulties and con- 
tradi£Hons. If it were not for this, all the quef- 
tions of exaft equality, and thefe balances, never 

- to be-fettled, of individual rights, population, and 
contribution, would be wholly ufclefe. The re- 
prefentation, though derived from parts, would be 
a duty which equally regarded the whole- Each 
deputy to the aflcmbly would be tlie reprefenta- 
tiye of France, and of all its defcriptions, pf the 
many and of the few, of the rich and of the poor» 
of the great diftrlAs apd of the finall. Ail thefe 
difiricts would themfelve3 bo fubordinateto fome 

* See L'Eut de la FraoM, p. 36J. 

ftanding 
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Handing authority,cxifting Independently of themj 
an authority in which their r&prefentition, and 
every thing that belongs to it, originated, and to 
which it V3S pointed. This ftanding', unalterable, 
fundamental government would make, and it is 
the only thing which could -make, that territory 
truly and properly a whtJe. With us, when ue 
eletfl po|iular reprefentatives, we fend them to a 
council, in which each man individually is a fab- 
ject, and fubmitted to a government canrplcte in 
all its ordinary funclions. With you tlie eleftive 
affembly is the fovoreign, and the fole fovereign , 
all the members are therefore integral partf of 
iiiis fole fovereignty^r But with us it is totally 
different. With Us the repreiientative, feparated 
from the other parts, can have no action and na 
cxiftence. The government is the point of refe- 
rence of the fcveral members and diftriAs of our 
reprefentation. This is the centre of our unity. 
This government of reference is a truftee for the 
ivhole, and not for the parts. So is the other 
branch of our publick council, I mean the houfcJ 
of lords. With us the king and the lords are fe- 
veral and joint fecurities for the equality of each 
diftrict, each province, each city. When did you 
hear in Great Britain of any province fuffeving 
from the inequality of its reprefentation ; what 
diftrift from having no reprefentation at all ? Not 
only our monarchy and our peei'age fecure the 
equality 
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itquality on which our unity depends, but it is the 
fpirit of the houfe of commons itfelf. The -^erf 
inequality of feprefentatioO, which is fo fooliflily 
complained of, is perhaps the very thing which 
prevents us from thinking or ading as members 
for diflriifls. Cornwall eleds as many mciribera 
as all Scotland. But is Cornwall better taken catfi 
of than Scotland? FeW trouble their heads about 
any of your bafes, out of feme giddy cltlbs. Moft 
of thofe who wifli for any change, upon any plau- 
fible grounds, dcfire it on different ideas. 

Your new conftitution is the very reverfe of ' 
Ours in its principle ; artd I am aftoniflied how any 
perfons could dream of holding out any thing done 
iti it as an example for Great Britain. With you 
there is little, or rather nO, condeflion between 
the lail reprefentative and the firft conftituent. 
The member who goes to the national affembly is 
not chofen by the people, nor accountable to them. 
There are three eleftions before he is chofen : two 
fets of magiftraey intervene between him and the 
primary affembly, fo as to render him, as I have 
faid, ail ambaffador of a ftate, and not the repre- - 
fentative of the people within a ftate. By this 
the whole fpirit of the eledion is changed ; nor 
can any correftive your conftitution -mongers have 
de\'ifed, render him any thing elfe than what he 
is. The very attempt to do it would inevita- 
bly introduce a confufion, if poffible^ more horrid 

Vol. V. Z thaa 
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than the prefent. There is no way to make a 
connexion between .the original conftituent and 
the reprefentative, but by the circuitous means 
which may lead the candidate to apply in the firil 
' inftance to the primary eleclorB» in order that by 
their authoritative inllruflions (and fomething 
more perhapa) thefe primary eleftors may force 
the two fucceeeding bodies of eleftors to make 2 
choice agreeable to their wlflies. But this would 
plainly fubvert the whole fcheme. It would be to 
plunge them back into that tumult and confufion 
of popular eleftioD, which by their interpofed gr^ 
dation of ele^Uons, they mean to av(ud, and at 
length to rilk the whole fortune of the ftate with 
th(rfe who have the leaft knowledge o£ it, and the 
leaft intereft in it. This is a perpetual dilemma^ 
into which they are thrown by the vicious, weak^ 
and contradictory principles they have chofen. 
Unlefi the pec^le brfcik up and level this grada- 
tion, it is plain that they do not at all fuMlantially 
eleft to the affembly ; indeed they eleA as little iu 
appearance as reality. 

What is it we all feefc for in an deQion ? To an- 
fwer its real purpofes ; you muft, firft "pofllHs the 
means of knowing the fitnefs of your man ; and 
then you muft jetain fome hold upon him by pcr- 
fonal obligation or dependence. For what end are 
thefe primary electors complimented, or rather 
mocked with a choice? Ihey. can neVer know 
■ .. ."/ any 
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any thing of the qualities of him that is to ferve 
them, nor has he any obligation whatfoever to 
themi of all the powers unfit to be delegated by 
thofe who Have any real means of judging, that 
moft peculiarly unfit is what rdates to a perfonal 
choice. In cafe of abufe, that body of primary 
dehors never can call the reprefentative to an ac- 
count for his condiift. He is too far removed from 
them in the chain of reprefentation. ■ If he ads 
improperly at the end of his two years leafe, it 
does not concorn him for two years more. By' 
the new French conftitution thebeft and the wifeft 
reprefentatives go equally with the worft into this 
Limbus Patrum. Their bottoms are fuppofed foul, 
and they muft go into dock to be refitted. Every 
man who has ferved in an aflembly is ineligible 
for two years after. Juft as thefe magiftrates 
begin to learn their trade, like chimney-fwecpers, 
they are difqualificd for exercifing it. Superfi- 
cial, new, petulant acquifition, and interrupted, 
dronifli, broken, ill recolleftion, is to be the de- , 
ftined character of all your future governours. 
Your conftitution has too much of jealoufy to have 
much of fenfe in it. You confider the breach of 
truft in the reprefentative fo principally, that you 
do not at all regard the queftion of his £tneis to 
execute it. 

This purgatoty interval is not unfavourable to a 
Za faithle& 
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faithlefs rcprefentative, who may he as. good « 
canvaffer as he was a bad govei'nour. In this dme 
he may cabal himfelf into a fuperiority over the 
wifeft and moft virtuous. As, in the end, all the 
members of this eledive conftitution are eqiially 
fugitive, and exift only for the ele^CHi, they may' 
be no longer the fame perfons who had chofen 
iiim, to whom he is to be refpoftfible when he fov 
licits for a renewal of his trud. To call all the fe- 
condary electors of the Commune to account, is ri-^ 
diculous, imprafticabk, and , unjuft ; they may 
themfelves have been deceived in their choice, as 
the third fet of electors, thofe of the Department^ 
may be in theirs* In your elefHons refponlibility 
cannot exiil:. 

Finding no fort of principle of coherence with 
each other in the nature and conftitution of the 
feveral new republicks of France, I confidered what 
Cement the legiflators had provided for them from 
any> extraneous materials. Their confederations, 
ihciT fpe£lades, their civick feafts, and their enthu- 
fiafm; I take no notice of; they are nothing but 
mere tricks ; but tracing their policy through 
their adions, I think I can diftinguifh the arrange- 
liienls by which they propofe to hold thefe repub- 
licks together. The firft, is the eonfifcation, with 
the compuKory paper currency annexed to it; the 
fccond,' is the fupreme power of the city of Pa^is \ 

Uie 
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tlie third, is the general army of the ftate. Of 
this laft I fliall referve what I have to fay, until I 
come to confider the army as an head by itfelf. 

As to the operation of the firft (the confifcation 
and paper currency) merely as a cement, I cannot 
deny that thefe, the one depending on the other, 
ftiay for fome time compofc feme fort of cement, 
if their madnefs and folly in the -management, and 
in the tempering of the parts together, does not 
produce a repulfion in the very outfet. But al- 
lowing to the fcheme fome coherence and fome 
duration, it appears to me, that if, after a while, 
the confifcation (hould not be found fuilicient to 
fupport the paper coinage (as I am morally certain 
it will not), then, inftead of cementing, it will add 
infinitely to the diffociation, diftraftion, and con- 
fufion of thefe confederate republicks, both with 
relation to each other, and to the feveral parts 
within themfelves. But if the confifcation Ihould 
fo far fucceed as to fink the paper currency, the ce- 
ment is gone with the circulation. In the mean- 
time its binding force will be very uncertain, and 
it will ftraiten or relax with every variation in the 
credit of the paper* 

One thing only is certain in this fcheme, which 
is an effeci: feemingly collateral, but direct, I have 
no doubt, in the minds of thofe who conduct this 
bufinefg, that is, its effeft in producing an QUgaV' 
ch^ in every one of the republicks. A paper cir- 
Z 3 culation. 
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culatioD, not founded on any real money depofited 
or engaged for, amounting already to four-and- 
forty millions of Englilh moneys and this currency 
by force fubfUtuted in the place of the coin of the 
kingdom, becoming thereby the fubftance of its 
revenue, as well as the medium of all its commer- 
cial and civil intercourfe, muft put the whole of 
what power, authority and influence is left, in any 
form whatfoever it may alTume, into the hands of 
the manners and conductors of this circulation. 

In England we feel the influence of the bank ; 
though it is only the centre of a voluntary dealing. 
He knows little indeed of the influence of money 
upon mankind, who does, not fee the force of the 
management of a monied concern, which is Jo 
much more extenfive, and in its nature fo much 
more depending on the manners than any of 
ours. But this is not merely a money concern. 
There is another member in the fyftem infeparably 
connected with this money management. It con- 
fifts in the means of drawing out at difcredon 
portions of the coniifcated lands for iaie ; and car< 
rylng on a procefs of [.continual tranfmutation of 
paper into land, and land into paper. When we 
follow this procefs in its effefts, we may concave 
fomcthing of the intenfity of the force with which 
this fyftem muft operate. By this means the fpirit 
of money jobbing and fpcculation goes into the 
matis of land Itfelf, and incorporates with it. By 

this 
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this kihd of operation, that fpecics of property 
becomes (as it were) volatilized (it affumcs an 
unnatural and monftrous activity, and thereby 
throws into the hands of the feveral , managers, 
principal and fubGrdinat,e, Pariilan and provincial, 
all the reprefentative of money, and perhaps a full 
tenth part of all the land in France, which has 
now acquired the worft and moft pernicious part 
of the evU of a paper circulation, the greateft pof- 
fible uncertainty in its value. They have reverfed 
the Latonian kindnels to the landed property 
ofDelos. They have fent theirs to be blown 
about, like the light fragments of a wreck, oras et 
litlora circum. 

The new dealers being all habitually adventu. 
rers, and without any fixed habits or local predi-' 
leftions, will purchafeto job out again, as the mar- 
ket of paper, or of -money, or of land fhall pre- 
fent an advantage. For though a holy bifhop 
thinks that agriculture will derive great adviln- 
tages from the " eniightened" ufurers who are to 
purchafe the church confifcations, I, who am not~ 
a good, but an old farmer, with great humility 
beg leave to tell his late lordfhip, that ufury is not 
, tutor of agriculture ; and if. the word *' enlight- 
*' eiied" be underftood according to the new dic- 
tionary, as it always is in your new fchools, I can- 
not conceive how a man's not believing in God 
can teach hijn to cultivate the earth with the leaft ' 
Z 4 of 
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of "any additional ikill or cncoura^ment.' *' Diia 
*• inunortalibus fero," fwd an old Roman, when 
he held one handle of the plough, whilft Death 
held the other. Though you were to join in the 
compiiffion all the direftors of the two academies 
to the direftors of the Caijfe tTE/compte^ an old 
experienced pcafant is worth them all. I have got 
more information upon a curious and interdUng 
branch of hufbandry, in one fliort converfktion 
with an dd Cirthufian monk, than I have derived 
from all the Bank directors that I have ever con- 
vcrfed with. However, there is no caufe for appre- * 
henlion from the meddling of money-dealers with 
rural ccconomy. Thefe gentlemen are too wife in 
their generation. At firft,, perhaps, their tender 
and fufceptible imaginations may be captivated 
with the innocent and unprofitable delights of a 
p^oral life ; but in 9. little time they will find that 
agriculture is a trade much more laborious, and 
inugh lefe lucrative than that which they had left, 
After making its panegyrick, they will turn their 
backs on it like their great precurfor and prototype. 
They may, like him, beg^n by finging "Bealus Uk'* 
.—but what will be the end? 

'Hac ubi hcuius fteneraior Alphiuif 
yam jam futurus rufi'tcui 
Omnem relegit idibus pecuniam ; 
Qtuerit calendis psitere. 

They 
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They will, cultivate the Caife (TEglifi, under the 
facred aufpices of this prelate, with much more 
profit than its vineyards and its corn-fields. They 
will employ their talents according to their habit* 
and their interefts. They will not follow the 
plough whilft they can direft treafuries, and go- 
vern provinces. 

Your legiflators, in every thing new, are the ■ 
very firft who have founded a commonwealth 
upon gaming, and infiifed this fpirit into it as its 
vital breath. The great objeft in thefe politicks is 
to metamorphofe France, from a great kingdom 
into one great play-table ; to turn its inhabitants 
into a nation of gameflers ; to make fpeculation 
as extenfive as life j to mix it with all its concerns ; 
and to divert the whole of the hopes and fears of 
the people from their ufual channels, into the inu 
pulfes, paflions, and fuperftitions of thofe who live 
pn chances. They loudly proclaim their opiniof!, 
thar this ,tht3t prefent fyftem of a republick can- 
not poffibly exift without this kind of gaming 
fund; and that thevery thread of its life is fpun 
out of the fiaple of thefe fpeculations. The pld 
gaming in funds was mifchicvous enough un- 
doubtedly ; but it was fo only to individuals* 
Even when it had its grcateft extent, in the Miflifi. 
fipi and South Sea, it afiefted but few, compa- 
ratively; where it extends, further, as in lotteries, 
the fpirit has but a fingle objeft. But where the 
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kw, wliich in tnoft c'lrcumftances forbids, and in 
none countenances gaming, is itfelf 'debauched, fa , 
as to reverfe its nature and policy, and exprdsly 
to force the fubjeA to this deftruclive table, by- 
bringing the fpirit and fymbols of gaming into 
the minuteft matters, and engaging eVery body in 

■ it, and in every thing, a more dreadful epidemick 
diftefnpcr of that kind is fpread than yet has ap- 
peared in the world. With you a man can nei- 
ther earn nor boy his dinner, without a fpecula- 
tion. ^What he receives in the morning will not 
liavc the fame value at night. What he is com- 
pelled to take as pay for an old debt, will not be 
received as the fame when he comes to pay a debt 
contraAed by himfelf; nor will it be the fame 
when by prompt payment he would avoid con- 
tracting any debt at all. Jnduftry muft wither 
away. CEconomy muft be driven from your 
country,. Careful provifwn will have no exiftence. 
Who will labour without knowing the amount of 
his pay? . Who will ftudy to increafe what none 
can cftimateJ Who will accumulate, when he does 
not know the value of what he faves? If you 

i abftraft it from its ufes in . gaming, to accumu- 
late your paper -wealth, would be not the provi- 
dence of a man, but the diftempered inftincl of a 
jackdaw. 

The truly melMichoIy part of the policy of fyf- 
tematically making a nation of gameftors is this ; 

that 
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that though all are forced to play, few can under- 
ftand the game; and fewer ftill are. in a, condition 
to avail themfelves of that knowledge. The many 
muft be the dupes of the few who conduft the ma- 
chine of thefe fpeculations. What effeifl it muft 
have on the country-people is vifible- The townC- 
man can calculate from day to day : not fo the in- 
habitant of the country. "When the peafant firft 
brings his corn to market, the magiftrate in the 
towns obliges him to take the affignat at par^ 
when he goes to the (hop with this money, be 
finds it feven per cent, the worfe ^or croffing the 
way. lliis market he will not readily refort to 
again. The towns-people .will be inflamed! tjiey 
will force the country-people to bring their corn. 
Refinance will begin, and the murders of Paris and 
St. Dennis may be renewed through all France. 

What fignifies the empty compliment pad to 
the country by giving it perhaps more than its 
ftiare in the theory of yOurfcprefentation? Where 
have you placed the real power over monied and '. 
landed circulation? Where have you placed the 
means of raifing and falling the value of every 
man's freehold ? Thofe whofe operations can take 
from, or add ten per cent, to, the pofieffions of 
every man in France, muft be the ihafters of every 
man in France. The whole of the power obtained 
by this revolution will fettle in the towns amoijg 
the burghers, and the mowed dire<aors who lead 

them. 
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them. ¥he landed gftntleman, the yeoman, and 
the peafafit, have, none of them, habits, or inclina- 
tlons, or experience, which can lead them to any 
{hare in thi^the fole fourcc of power and inftuence 
BOW left in France. The very nature of a coun- 
try life, the very nature <if landed property, in all 
the occupations, and all the pleafures they afford, 
render combination and arrangement (the fole 
Way of procuring and exerting influence) in a 
manner impoffible amongft country-people. Com- 
bine them by all the art you can, and all the irt- 
duftry, they are always diffolving into indi^-idu- 
riity. Any thing in the nature of incorporation 
is almoft impraAicable aniongft them. Hope, fear, 
alarm, jcaloufy, the ephcmerous tale that does its 
, bufinefs and dies in a day, all thefe things, which 
arethe reins and fpurs by which leaders check or 
urge the minds of followers, are not eafily em- 
ployed. Or hardly at all, amongft fcattered people. 
They affemble, they arm, they aft with the utmoft 
difficulty, and at the greateft charge. Their ef- 
forts, if ever they can be commenced, cannot be 
fuftailted. They cannot proceed fyftematically. 
If the country gentlemen attempt an influence 
through the mere income of their property, what 
l4 it to that of thofe who have ten times their in- 
come to fell, and who can ruin their property by 
bringing their plunder -to meet it at marlcet? If 
the landed man wifii^ to mortgage, he falls the 

value 
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value of his land, and rules the value of aiTignatt, 
He augments the power of his enemy by the very 
means he muft take to conteod with him. Ths 
country gentlemen therefore, the officer by fe& 
and land, the man of liberal views and habit>» at- 
tached to no profefGon, wiU be as completely ex- 
cluded from the government of his country ai ii 
he were legiDativcly profcribed. It is obvious, 
that in the towns, all the things whieh coni|Hre 
againft the country gentlemen, combine in favour 
of the money manager and diretftor. In town* 
combination is naturaL The habits oif burghrarg, 
their occupations, their diverfion, their bufinds, 
their idlenei's, continually briqg them Into mii> 
tual conta^ Their virtuei and thrir vices are 
fociable; they are always in garrifonj ind they 
come embodied ?nd half difciplined into the hands 
of thofe who mean to forni them for civil or miii- 
tary adion. 

All theiie confiderattons leave no doubt on say 
mind, that if this monfter of a conftituliwi C3ft 
continue, France wiU be wholly governed by the 
agitators in corporations, by focietiesin the town* 
formed of directors in ajBgn^;, and - trn{tees for 
the fale of church lands, attornies* agents, money 
jobbers, fpeculators, and adventurers, compofing 
an ignoble oligarchy, founded on the detlructj^^ 
of the crown, the church, the nobiUty, and thd 
people. Here end iUl Its deceitful dreams and 
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vifions of the equality and rights of men. Itl 
'• the Serbonian bog" of thisTjafe oligarchy they ' 
ue a]l abforbed, funk, and loft for ever. 

Though human eyes cannot trace them, one 
would be tempted to think fome great oifences in 
France muft cry to heaven, which has thought fit 
to puniifa it with a fubjedion to a. vile and inglo- 
rioUs domination, in which no comfort or com- 

. pcnfation b to be found in any, even of thofe falfe 
Splendours, which, playing about other tyrantiies, 
prevent mankind from feeling themfelves difho- 
aoured even whilft they are opprelTed. I muft 
Confefs I am touched with a forrow, mixed with 
Ibme indignation, at the conduct; of a few men, 
once of great rahk, and ftill of great charafter, 
who, deluded with fpecious names, have engaged 
in a bufinefs too deep for the line of their under- 
ftanding to fathom ; who have lent their fair re- 
putation and the authprity of their high-founding 
names, to the defigna of men with whom they 
Could not be acquainted; and have thereby made 
their very virtues operate to the ruin of theii* 
country* ' 

So far as to the firft cementing principle. 
■The fecond material of cement for their nevf 

■ tepublick is the fupetioriry of the city of Paris'^ 
»nd this I admit is ftrongly connefted with the 
Other cementing principle of paper circulation and 
tonfifcation* It is in this part of the projcft wd 
. . ■ " muft 
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sniiH look for the caufe of the deftrudion of all 
the old bounds of provinces and jurt&liiflions, eo 
cleliaftical and fecularj and the diflblulion of all an* 
pient combinations of things, as well as the forma- 
tion of fo many fmall unconneded republicks. The 
power of the city of Paris is evidently one great 
fpring of all their politicks. It is through the 
power of Paris, now become the center and focuj 
of jobbing, that the leaders of this fadion dire^, 
or rather command^ the whole legiflatlve and thg 
whole executive government. Every thing there- 
fore mu& be done which can confirm the autho- 
rity of that city over the other republicks, Paris 
is compact; ihe has an enormous flrength, wholly 
difproportioned to the force of any of the fquare 
republicks ; an'd this flrength is collei^ed and con- 
denfed within a narrow compals. Paris has a na^ 
tural and eufy conne^on of its parts, which will 
not be affecled by any fcheme of a geometrical 
conJiitution, nor docs it much fignify whether iti 
proportion of reprcfentation be more or lefs, fincc 
it has the v^hole draft of fifiies in its drag-net. 
The other diviiions of the kingdom being hackle4 
and torn to pieces, and feparated from all theii; 
habitual- means, and even principles of union, 
cannot, for fome time at leaft, confederate agaioft 
her. Nothing was to be left in all the fubprdinats 
, members, but weaknels, dilconnedion, and c<Mk 
fuHon. ' To confirm this part -of the plan, the a£^ 
fembljr 
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fcmbly has lately come to a refolution, that nff ■ 
two of their republicks fhall have the fame com- 
ftidiklet- in chief. 

To a perfbn who takes a view of t!ie whole, 
the ftfength of Paris thus formed, will appear a 
fyftem of general weaknefs. It is boafted that the 
geoiActvical policy has been adopted, that all local 
ideas lliould be funk, and 'that the people fliould 
be no longer Gafcons, Picards, Bretons, Normans, 
but Frenchmen, with one country, one heart, and , 
one affembly. But inftead of being all French- 
Jnen, the greater likelihood is, that the inhabitants 
of that region will" fhortly have no country. No 
man ever was attached by a fenfe of pride, partia- 
£ty, dr real affection, to a. defcriptiori of fqliare 
Jneafurement. He never will glory in belonging 
to the Chccquer H" 71, or to any other badge- 
ticket. V/c begin our publick affections in our fa- " 
tnilies. No cold relatioil is a zealous citizen. We 
pafs on to our neighbourhoods, and our halatual 
|irovincial connexions. Thefe are inns and refting 
places. Such divilions of our country as have been 
fbi'Dfied by habit^and Hot by a fudden jerk of au- 
thority, were fo many little images of the great 
country in which the heart found fomething 
frhich it GOuld fill. The love to the whole js not 
feJCtingoiflied by this fubordinate partiality. Per- 
haps it is a fort of elemental training to thofe 
higher and more large regiirds,-by which alone 

meit 
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men come to be affefted, as with their own con-' 
cern, in the profperity of a kingdom fo extenfivc' 
as that of France. In that general territory itfclf, 
as in the old name of provinces, the .citizens are 
interefted from old prejudices and unreafoned ha< 
bits, and not on account of the geometrick pro- 
perties of its figure. The power and pre-eminence 
of Paris does certainly prefe down and hold thefe 
^ republicks together as long as it lafis. But, for 
the reafons I have already given you, I thjnk it 
cannot laft very long. 

■ Faffing from the dvil creating, and the civil ce- 
menting prindples of this conftitution, to the na- 
tional aflembly, which is to appear and a£l as fo- 
vereign, we fee a body in its conftitution with 
every poffible power, and no pofllble external con- 
trol. We fee a body without fundamental laws, 
without eftabliflied maxims, without refpefled 
rules of proceeding, which nothing caii keep firm 
to any fyftem whatfoever. Their idea of their 
powers is always tikeh at the utmoft ftretch of 
kgijlative competency, and their examples for 
common cafes, frbmthe exception of the moft 
urgent neceffity. The future is to be in moft re- 
fpefts like the prefent aflembly ; but, by the mode 
of the new eledions and the tendency of the new 
circulations, it \vill be purged of the fmall degree 
of internal control exifting in a minority chofen 
originally from various interefts, and preferving 
Vol. V. A a fomething 
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fometlfi^lg of tl\eir ij^rit. , If pofilble, the next af- 
iembly piuft be yfoif? ii\zn the prefect. The pi'e- 
fent, by deftroyipg and altering every thing, wiU 
le»ve to their fi^cceHbrs appircntly nothing popu- 
lar to do. They will be roufefi by epnul^tion and 
exwpl? to enterprifes the boldeft and the moft 
abfurd. To fuppofe fuch ^n afl^mbly fitting in 
perfe^ quietude is ridiculous. 

Your all-fu$cient legiflators, in th^r hurry to 
dp ev?ry tjiing at once, h^ve forgot one thing th« 
leems effential, and which, I beKeve, never h^s 
been iJefo^'e, TO the theory or the practice, omitted 
by imy prpjeftor of a, republic^. 1'hey hav? foy-- 
got to conftitute z/enate, or fomething of that na- 
ture and ^haraftef' l^ever, before this time, wa» 
hearfl of a body politicjc cpmpofed of one kgilla- 
tiv§ and active aflembly, and its ej^ecutive officers, 
withoi)t fuch a council ; withqut fomethjiig to 
Vhich fiareign ftates might connect themielveB j 
fomething to which, in the ordinarj- detail of go- 
vernment, the people coi^ld look yp; fomething 
1l(fl^ch might give a bias and fteadinefs, and pre- 
fcrve fomething like confiftency in the proceedings 
qf ftate. Such a body kings generally have as a 
council. A TOonarfhy may exift without it ; but 
it &eias to be in the very eifence of a repubUcan 
government. It holds a fort of middle place be- 
tween the fuprenie power exercifed by the people^ 
or immediately delegated from them, and the 
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mere executive. Of this there are no traces in 
your coniUtution; and in providing nothing of 
this kind, your Solons and Numas have, as much 
as in any thing elfe, discovered a fovereign inca> 
pacity. 

Let us now turn our eyes to what they have 
done towards the formation of an executive 
power. For this they have chofen a degraded 
king. Tliis their firft executive officer is to be a 
machine, without any fort of deliberative difcre- 
tion in any -one a^ of his fun^ion. At beft he is 
but a channel to convey to the national aJBembly 
fuch matter as may import that body to know. 
If he had been made the exclufive channel, the 
power would not have been without its import- 
ance; though infinitely perilous to thofe who 
would choofe to exercife it. But publick intelli- . 
gence and ftatement of fafts may pafs to the ailem- 
bly, with equal authenticity, through any dthet 
convejance. As to the means, therefore, *of giv. 
ing a direction to meafures by the ftatement of an 
authorized reporter, this office of intelligence is as 
inching. 

To confider the French fcheme of an executive 
officer, in its two natural divifions of civil and po- 
litical- — In the firft it muft be obfervcd, that, ac- 
cording to the new conftitution, the higher parts 
«f judicature, in eithop of its lines, are not in the 
king. The king of France is not the fountain of 
A a 2 jufticc, 
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jullice. The judges, neither the ori^nal nor the 
appellate, are of his nomination. He neither pro- 
po£cs the candidates, nor has a negative on the^ 
choice. He is not even the publick profccutor. 
He ferves only as a notary to authenticate the 
choice made of the judges in the feveral diftrifts. 
By his officers he is to execute their fentencel 
When we look into the true nature of his autho- 
rity, he af^ears to be nothing more than a chief 
of butnbailiffs, ferjeants at mace, catchpoles, jailers, 
and hangmen. It is impoffible to place any thing 
called royalty in a more degrading point of view. 
A thoufand times better it had been for the dig- 
nity of this unhappy prince, that he had nothing 
at all to do with the adminiftration of juftice, de- 
prived as he is of all that is venerable, and all that 
is confolatory in that function, without power of 
originating any procefs; without a power of fuf- 
penfion, mitigation, or pardon. Every thing in 
juftice that is vile and odious is thrown upon him. 
It was not for nothing that the affembly has been 
at fuch pains to remove the ftigma from certain 
offices, when they were refolved to place the per- 
fon who had lately been their king in a fituation 
but one degree above the executioner, and in an 
office nearly of the fame quality. It is not in na- 
ture, that fituated as the king of the French now 
is, he^can refped himfclf, or can be refpeded by 
others. 

Viev/ 
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View this new executive officer on the fide of 
kis politicai capacity, as he afts under the orders 
of the national a0embly. To execute laws is a 
royal office; to execute orders is not to be a king. 
However, a political executive magiftracj', though 
merely fuch, is a great truft. It is a. truft indeed 
that has much depending upon its faithful and di- 
ligent performance, both in the perfoh prefiding in 
it and in all its fubordinates. Means of perform- 
ing this duty ought to be given by regulation j 
and difpofitions towards it ought to be infufed by 
the drcumftances attendant on the truft. It ought 
to be environed with dignity, authority, and con- 
fideration, and it ought to lead to glory. The of- 
fice of execution is an office of exertion. It is nofc 
from impotence we are to expeft the taffcs of 
power. What fort of'perfon is a king to com- 
mand executory fervice, who has no means what- 
foever to reward it? Not in a permanent office; 
jiot in a grant of land ; no, not in a penfion of 
fifty pounds a year ; not in the vaineft and mofl 
trivial title. In France the king is no more the 
fount^n of honour than he is the fountain of juf- 
tice. All rewards, all diftincHons are in other 
hands. Thofe who ferve the king can be aftuated 
by no natural motive but fear; by, a fear of every 
thing except their mafter. His funftions of inter- 
nal coercion are as odious, as thofe which he ex- 
«rcifea in the department of juftice. If relief is 
A a 3 to 
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to be giveti to any itaunicipality, the aflembly gives 
it. If troops are to be &nt to reduce them to 
obedience to the aflembly, the king is to execute 
the order j and upon every occafion he is to fac 
fpattcred over 'with the blood of his peo[^e. He 
has no negative; yet his name and authority is 
- ufed to enforce every har(h decree. Nay, he muft 
. (;oncur in the butchery di thofe who fliall attempt 
to free him from his imprifonment, or ihcw the 
flighteft attachment to his perfon or to his ancient 
authority. 

Executive ma^ftracy ought to be conftiCuted in 
fucli a manner, that thole who compofe it Ihould 
jbe difpofed to love and to venerate thofe whom 
they are bound to obey. A purpofed ne^eft, or, 
what is worie, a literal but perverte and malignant 
obedience, muft be the ruin of the wifeft counfels. 
In vain will the law attempt to anticipate or to 
follow fuch Audied neglefts and fraudulent atten- 
tions. To make them a£t zealoufly is not in the 
competence of law. Kings, eyen fuch as are truly 
kings, may and ought to bear the freedom of fub- 
jeds that are obnoxious to them. They may too, 
without. derogating from themfelves, bear even 
the authority of fuch perfons if it promotes thwr 
fervice. liouis the Xlllth mortally hated the car- 
dinal de Richelieu ; but his fu[^rt of that mini- 
fter ag^nft his rivals was the fource of all the 
rioiy of his reign, and the fplid foundation of 
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. his throne itfcilf. Loais the XlVth, when come to 
the throne^ did not love the cardinal Miinia ; 
but for his interefts he preferred him in power. 
When oldi he detefted Ix)uv<ns i but for years, 
whilll: he faithfully ferved his ^eatneis, he en- 
dured his perfon. When George the lid took 
Mr. Pitt, who certainly was not agresabid to hkni 
into his councils, he did nothing, 'st^hich could 
humMe a wife fovCrrign. But thefe nrtiniftersi 
who were chofen by a&irs, not by affeflionS, afted 
in the natne of, and in truft for, kiiigs; and not 
as their avowed, conftitutional, and oftenliWe nMf- 
ters. I think it im{)offiWc that any king, wheil hA 
has recovered his firft terroars, can cordidly infufe 
vivacity and vigour Into meafiires which he khdvi^ 
to be did:ated by thofe who he nrnft be peHfaaded 
ar^ in the higheft degree ill affe^^ to his perlbii. 
Will any minifters, who ferve fiich a king (ot- 
whatever he may be called) with biit a decent ap- 
pearance of refpeftj cordially obey the orders of 
thofe whom but the other day in his iiame thif 
had committed to the Baftile ? will th^ obey thi 
orders of thofe whom^whilft they *ere exefdflbg 
defpoticfc juftice upon them, they conceived they 
*ere treating with lenity; and for whom, in i 
prifoii, they thought they had provided an afy- 
lum ? If you expeft fuch obe<£ence, amOn^ you^ 
other innovations and rSgenerations, you ought td 
lnake^a revolution in nature, and provide a new 
A a 4 coplUtution 
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iconftiturion for the human mind. Otherwilc^ 
your lupreme government cannot harmonize with 
its executory fyftem. There are cafes in which 
.we cannot take up with names and abfiradions. 
TcJu may call half a dozen leading individuals, 
whom we have reafon to fear and hate, the na- 
tion. It makes no other (Ufierence, than to make 
us fear and Ijate them the more. If it had been 
thought juftifiable and expedient to make fuch a - 
revolution by fuch means, and through fuch per- 
fons, as ygu have made yours, it would have been 
more wife to have completed the bufineis of the 
fifth and fixth of Oftober. The new executive 
officer would then owe his fituation to thofe wjio 
are his creators as well as his mafters ; and he 
might be bound in intereft, in the fociety of crime, 
and (if in crimes there could be virtues) in gra^ 
titude to ferve thofe who had promoted him to a 
place of great lucre arid great fenfual indulgence ; 
and of fomething more : for more he muft have 
received from thofe who certainly would not have 
limited an aggrandized creature, as they have done 
'a fubmitting antagonift. 

A king circumitanced as the prefent, if he is 
totally {hipified by his misfortunes, fo as to think 
it not the neceffity, but the premium and pri\^- 
lege of life, to eat and fleep, without any regard 
to glory, can never be fit for the office. If he feels 
33 men commonly feel, he muft be fenfible, that 
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an office fo circumfianced is one In which he can 
obtain no feme or reputation. He has no gener- 
ous intereft that can excite him to adiim. At beft» 
his conduft wall be ()affive and defenfive. To in- 
feriour people fuch an ofEce might be matter of 
honour. But to be raifed to it, and to defcend to 
it, are different things, and fuggeft di&rent fenti- 
ments. . Does he really name the minifters ? They 
will have a fympathy with him. Are they forced 
upon him ? The whole hufmefs between them and 
the nominal king will be mutual counterafHon. 
Jn all other countries, the office of minifters of ftate 
is of the higheft dignity. In France it is full of 
peril and incapable of glory. Rivals however they 
will have in their nothingnefs, whilft fliallow am- 
bition exifts in the world, or the defire of a mi- 
ferable falary is an incentive to Ihort-fighted ava- 
rice. Thofe competitors of the minifters are en- 
nblcd by your conftitution to attack them in their 
vital parts, whilft they have not the means of re- 
pelling their charges in any other than the degrad- 
ing charadlcr of culprits. The minifters of flatc 
in France are the only perfons in that country who 
are incapable of a ftiare in the national councils. 
What minifters ! What councils ! What a nation ! 
— But they are refpunfible. It is a poor fervice 
that is to be had from refponfibility. The eleva- 
tion of mind, to be derived from fear, will never 
make a nation ^orious. Rerponfibility prevents 
crimes. 
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crimen It makes all attempts againft the laws 
dangeroiu. But for a prindple of a^ve and zca- 
ksis fervkc, none but idiots could think of h. Ift 
the ccmduA of a war to be trufted to a man who 
raay abhor its principle ; who, in every fiep he 
may take to render it fucceisfiil, confirms the 
power of thofe by whcon he is op[nrefled ? Wilt 
Ibrdgn ftatcs feriouily treat with turn who has no 
pref ogativc of peace or war ; no, not fo much as 
in a £ngle vote by himlelf or his minifters, or by 
any one wbcHn he can pofitbiy influence f A fiate 
itf attempt is not a fiate for a prince : better get 
rid oi him at once. 

I know it will be faid, that thefe humoors in 
the court and executive government will continue 
only through this generation ; and that the king 
has been brought to declare the dauphin {hall be 
educated in a conformity to his fituatton. If he 
is made to conform to hts lituation, he will have 
no education at iH. His training muft be worfe 
even than that of an arbitrary mtmarcb. If ha 
ireads — ^whether he reads or not, fome good or 
rv^ genius moH tell him his ancefiors were kings. 
ITienceforward his obje£t muft be to aflert him- 
fdf,. and to avenge his parents, lliis you will £ty 
is not his duty. That may be ; but it is naturej 
and whilft you pique nature agalnft you, you do 
unMnfely to trufi to duty. In this futile fcheme of 
polity, the fiate nuries in its bofom, for the pre- 

fent. 
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lent, a fource of ■weakncfs, perplexity, counlerao* 
tion, inefficiency, and decay ; and it prepares tb« 
means of its final ruin. In fhort, I fee nothing uk 
the executive force (I cannot call it authority) that 
has even an appearance of vigour, or that has the 
fmaJleft degree of^juft correfpondence Or fynniie> 
try, or amicable relation, -with the fupreme power, 
either as it now exifts, or as it is planned for the 
future government. 

You have fettled, by an ceconomy as perverted 
as the policy, two* eftablifbments of government} 
one real, one fictitious. Both maintained at a vafi 
expence ; but the fiditious at, I chink, the greatefi. 
Such a machine as the latter is not worth the 
greafe of its wheels. The expence is exorbitant ) 
and neither the fliew nor the ufe deferve the tenth 
■part of the charge. Oh ! but I don't do juftice tO 
the talents of the legiflators : I don't allow, as I 
ought to do, for neceffity. Their fcheme of exe- 
cutive force was not their choice. JThis pageant , 
muft be kept. The people would not confent to 
part with it. Right ; I underftand you. You do, 
in fpite of your grand theories, to which you 
would have heaven and earth to bend, you do 
know how to conform yourfelves to the nature 
and circumftances of things. But when you were 
obliged to conform thus far to circumftances, you 

• In reality three, to reckon the provincial republican eilab- 
lilhtnents. 

ought 
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ought to have carried your fubmiifion farther, 
and to have made what you were obliged to take-^ 
z proper inllrument, and ufeful to its end. That 
waa in your power. For inftance, among many 
others, it was in your power to leave to your 
king the right of peace and war. What ; to leave 
to the executive magiihrate the mofi: dangerous 
of ;ill prerogatives ? I-know none more dangerous; 
nor any one more neceflary to be fo trufted. I 
do not fcy that this prerogative ought to be trufted 
to your king, unlefe he enjoyed oth^r auxiliary 
trufts along with it, which he does not now hold. 
But, if he did poHefs them, hazardous as they are 
undoubtedly, advantages would arife from fuch a 
confiitution, more than compenfating the riik. 
There is no other way of keeping the fcveral po- 
tentates o£ Europe from intriguing diflinftly and 
perfonally with the members of your aflemhiy, 
irQUi intermeddling in all your concerns, and fo< 
menting, in the heart of your country, the mofl 
pernicious of all faftions ; faftions in the intereft 
and under the direftion of foreign powers. From 
that worft of evils, thank God, we are ftill free. 
Your Ikill, if you had any, would be well employ- 
ed to find out indirect correctives and controls 
»pon this perilous truft. If you did not like thofe 
yrhich in England we. have cJiofen, your leaders 
might have exerted their abilities in contriving 
better. If it were neceflary to exemplify the con- 
fetjuencea 
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l^aehces of fuch an . executive government as 
yours, in the management of great afiairs, I ihould 
refer you to the late reports of M. de Montmorin 
to the national affembly, and all the other pro- 
Geedings relative tothc differences between Great 
- Britain and Spain. It would be treating your 
underftandingwithdiirefpe£t to point them out to 
you. 

I hear that the perfons who are calltid minifters 
have lignified an intention of religning their places. 
I am rather aftonilhed that they have not refigned 
long fince. For the univerfe I, would not have 
flood in the fitiiation tn which they have been for 
this laft twelvemonth. Ttey wiflied well, I take 
it for granted, to the revolution. Let this fad 
be as it may, they could not, placed as they were 
upon an eminence, though an eminence of humi- 
liation, but be the firft to fee colleiftively, and to 
feel each in his own department, the evils which 
have been produced by that revdution. In every 
ftep which they took, or forbore to take, they 
muft have felt the degraded fituation of their 
country, and their utter incapacity of ferving it- 
They are in a fpecies of fubordinate fervitude, in 
which no men before them were^ver feen. With- 
out confidence from thdr fovereign, on whom 
they were forced, or from the affembly who forced 
them upon him, all the noble fun<flions of thdr 
office are executed by committees of the aflemWy, 
wthout 
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witboat any regard whadbever to their per£)aat, 
<Hr their o£cial authority. They are to execute, 
without power ; they are to be refponfible, with- 
oat dtifcretion; they are to ddU)erate, n-ithout 
dioke. In their puzzled fituation, under two fo* 
Vereigns, over neither of whom theyJiave any in- , 
Suence, they muft a£t in fuch a manner as (in ef- 
fe^, whatever they may intend) fometimes to be- 
tray the one, fometimes the other, and always to 
betray them&lves. Such has been their fituation ; 
fiich muft be the fituation of thofe who fucceedt 
them. I have much refped, and many good 
wiihes, for Mr. Necker. I am. obliged to him for 
attentions. I thougltf when his enemies bad dri- 
ven him frmn VeHailles, that his exile was a fub' 
je^ of moft ferious congratulation— /3^ multtt ur- 
bts et fublica voia •vicerunt. He is now fitting on 
the ruins of the finances, and of the monarchy of 
IVance. 

A great deal more might be obfervcd on the 
ftrange conftitution of the executory part of the 
new government ; but fatigue muft give bounds 
to the difcuifioD of fubjects, which in themfelvcs 
iave hardly any limits. 

As Utde genius and talent am I able to percave 
In the plan of jucUcature formed by the national 
aiTiOnbly. According to thdr invariable courie^ 
the framers of your conftitution have begun with 
the utter abolition of the parliaments. Thefe ve« 
nerable 
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nraable bodies, like the reft of the old goveTa-< 
ment, fioad in na:d of re&Fin, even tlwugh there 
Ihould bs no change made in the monarchy. They 
required feveral more alterations to adapt them 
to the fyftem of a free conftitution. But they had 
particulars in dieir conftitution, and tho& not % 
few, which lieferved approbation from the vnSc 
They pofldTed one iundamental excellence } they 
were ind^endent. The moft doubtfiil (iroim- 
Aance attendant on their office, that of its bong 
vendible, contributed however to this indepen- 
<fency of claracter., They held for life. Indeed 
they may be iMd to have held by inheritance' 
Appointed by the monarch, they were coniidered 
»a ncariy cwt of his power. The moft detwnuned 
(exertions of that authority againil them only 
Ihewed their radical independence. Tluy com- 
pofed pennanent bodies politick, conftttutcd ta 
refift arbitrary innovation j and from that coqM>- 
rate cotiftitntU»i, and from moft of their £cH:ma, 
they were well calculated to aiTord both certainty 
^d flahility to the kws. They had been a iafe 
^ylam to &cure thde laws, in all the revolutions 
of humour and opinion. They had faVed that la- 
cked d^io& of the country during the reigns of 
arbitrary princes, and the fl7uggle» of arbitrary 
feftions. They kept alive the memory and record 
qf the confiitution. They were the great Security 
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to pilvatc property ; which might be faid (when' 
perfbnat liberty had no exigence) to be, in fa6:, as 
■well guarded in France as in any other country. ■ 
Whatever is fupreme in a ftate, ought to have, as 
much as poflible, its judicial authority fo confti- 
tuted as not only not to depend upon it, but in 
Ibme fort to balance it. It ought to give a fecu- 
rity to its juftice againft its power. It ought to 
make its judicature, as it were, fomething exte- 
rior to the ftate. 

Thcfe parliaments had furnilhed, not the beft 
certainly, but fome confiderable corre^ve to the 
excefles and vices of the monarchy. Such an in- 
dependent judicature was ten times more neceC- 
firy when a democracy became the abfolute power 
of the country. In that conftitution, eleftive, 
temporary, local judges, fuch as you have con- 
trived, exercifing their dependent ftmftions in a 
narrow fodety, muft be the worft of all tribunals. 
In them it will be vain to look for any appearance 
of juftice towards ftrangers, towards the obnox- 
ious rich, towards the minority of routed parties, 
towards all thole who in the eledion have fup- 
ported unfuccefsfiil candidates. It will be impof* 
£ble to keep the new tribunals clear of the worft 
fpirit of faftion. All contrivances by ballot, we 
know experimentally to be vain and childiih.to 
prevent a difcovery of inclinations. Where they 

may 
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may the beft anfwer the purpofes of concealtnent, 
they anfwer to produce fufpicion, and this is a fiill 
more mifchievous caufe of partiality. 

If the parliaments had been preferved* inftead of 
bdng diflblved at fo ruinous a change to the na- 
tion, they might have ferved iii this new com- 
monwealth, perhaps not predfely the lame (I do 
not mean an exaft parallel) but near the lame pur- 
pofes as the court and leoate of Areopagus did in 
Athens ; that is, as one of the balances and cor- 
rectives to the evils of a light and unjuft demo- 
cracy. Every one knows that this tribunal was 
the great flay of that fiate; every one knows 
with what care it was upheld, and with what a 
■religiouB awe it was confecratcd. The parliaments 
were not wholly free from h&ion, I admit j but 
this evil was exterior and accidental, and not fo 
much the ^^ce of their conftitution ttfelf, as it 
mull be in your new contrivance of iezennial 
ele^ve judicatories. Several Englilh commend 
the abolition of the old tribunals, as fuppoling 
that they determined every thing by bribery and 
corruption. But they have ftood the teft of mo- 
narchick and republican fcrutiny. The court was 
well difpofed to prove corruption on thofe bodies 
when they were diffolved in 1771. — ^Thofe who 
have again diffolved them would have done the 
fame if they could — ^but both inquifitions hav- 
^ing failed, I conclude, that grofe pecuniary cor- 

Vq;.. V. B b ruption 
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tuption muft have been rather rare amongit 
them. 

It would have been prudent, along with the 
parliaments, to preferve their ancient power of re- 
giftcring, and of remonflrating at leafl, upon alt 
the decrees of the national aflembly, as they did 
upon thofe which pa^d in the time of the mo- 
jiarchy. It would be a means of fquaring the oc- 
cafional decrees of a democracy to fome principles 
of general jurifprudencc. ITie vice of the ancient 
democracies, and one caufe of their ruin, was,: 
that they ruled, as you do, by occafional decrees, 
pfephifmata. This prafticc foon broke in upon the. 
tenour and confiftency of the laws ; it abated the 
refpeft of the people towards them ; and totally 
deftroyed them in the end. 

Your vefting the power of remonftrance, which, 
in the time of the monarchy, exifted in the par- 
liament of Paris, in your principal executive of- 
ficer, whom, in fpite of common fenfe, you per- 
fevere in calling king, is the height of abfurdity. 
You ought never to fuffer remonftrance from 
him who is to execute. This is to underftand 
ndthpr council nor execution ; neither authority 
nor obedience. The perfon whom you call king,- 
ought not to have this power, or he ought to have 
more. 

Your' prefent arrangement is ftriftly judicial. 
InAead of imitating your monarchy, and feating 

your 
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your judges on a bench of itidependence, your ob- 
jeft is to reduce them to the moft bUnd obedience* 
As you have changed all things, you have invent* 
ed new prindples of order. Yoli firft appoint 
judges, who, I fuppofe, are to determine accord", 
ing to law, and then you let them know, that, at 
fome time or other, you intend to give them fome 
law by which they are to determine. Any ftudies 
which they have made (if any they have made) 
are to be ufelels to them. But to fupply thefe 
ftudies, they are to be fworn to obey all the rules^ 
orders, and infirudions, which from time to time 
they are to receive from the national affembly. 
Thefe if they fubmit to, they leave no ground of 
law to the fubjedl. They become complete and 
mo& dangerous inftruments in the hands of the 
governing power, which, in the midft of a caufey 
or on the profpecl of it, may wholly change the 
rule of decifion. If thefe orders of the national 
affembly come to be contrary to the will of the 
people, who locally choofe thofc judges, fuch con- 
fulion muil happen as is terrible to think of. For 
the judges owe their place to the local authority ;■ 
and the commands they are fworn to obey come, 
from thole who have no ftiare in thrar appoint- 
ment. In the mean time they have the example, 
of the court of Chatelet to encourage and guide 
them in the esercife of their fun£tions. That 
court is to trj' criminals fent to it, by the national 
B b a affembly. 
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aflemUy, or brought before it by other courfes of 
delation. They fit under a guard, to tzve thar 
own lives. They know not by what law they 
judge, nor under what authority they a£t, nor by 
what tenure they hold. It is thought that they 
are fometimes obhged to condemn at peril of their 
lives. This is not perhaps certain, nor can it be 
sfceruined; but when they acquit, we know they 
liave feen the perfons whom they dilcharge, with 
perfed impunity to the adors, hanged at the door 
of their court. 

The affemUy indeed promifes that they will 
form a body of law, whicli fluU be fhort, &mpie, 
dear, and fo forth. That is, by their &ort laws, 
they will leave much to the difcretion of the 
judge } whilft they have exploded the authority 
of all the learning which could make judicial dif' 
eretion (a thing perilous at befi) de&rvtng the ap- 
pellation of 2. found difcretion. 

It is curious to obferve, that the adminiftrative 
bodies are carefully exempted from the juri£;li^oiV 
of thefe new tribunals. That iii, tho& perfons are 
exempted from the power of the laws, who ought 
to be the moft entirely fubnutted to them, Thofe 
who execute publick pecuniary trufts, ought of aB 
men to be the moil: ftriAly held to thdr duty. 
One would have thought that it mufl have been 
among your earljcft cares, if you did not mean 
that thofe adminiflratiTe bodies ihouM be real Ah 
verdgB 
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Teretgn iddepCD<knt ftates, to form an awful tribu> 
nalj like your late parliaments, or like our king's- 
bench, where all corporate officer^ might obtain 
prote^on in the legal exercife of their fun^ons, 
and would find coercion if they trefpaffed againft 
thdr legal duty. But the caufe of the exemption 
is plain. The& adminiftrative bodies are the great 
inftruments of the prefent leaders in their progrefa 
throu^ democracy to oligarchy. They muft there- 
fore be put above the law. It will be faid, that 
the legal tribunals which you have made are unfit 
to coerce them. They are undoubtedly. They 
are unfit for any rational purpofe. It will be laid 
too, that the admiiuftratlve bodies will be accounts 
able to the general aflemUy. This I fear is talking, 
without much coniideration, of the nature of that 
affembly, or of th^ cOTporations. However, to 
be fubjeft to the pleafure of that affembly, is not 
to be fubjea to law, either for proteftion or for 
eonftraint. 

This eftablifhrnent of judges as yet w^mts fome- 
thing to its completion. It is to be crowned by 
a npw tribunal. This is to be a ^and ftate jutU- 
cature ; and it is to judge of crimes committed 
^unft the naticui, that is, againU: the power of 
Che afiembly. It feems as if they had fomething 
in their view of the nature of the high court of 
juftice ereftcd in England during the time of the 
great ufurption. As they have not yet finiflied 
B b 3 this 
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this part of the fcheme, it is impoffible to form a 
dire^ judgment upon it. However, if great care 
16 not taken to form it in a fpirit very di£ferent 
from that which has guided them in their proceed- 
ings rdative to ftate ofTences, this tribunal, fubfer- 
vient to their inquifition, ike ewinuttee of refeartbt 
will extinguilh the laft fparks of liberty in France, 
and fettle the moA dreadful and arbitrary tyranny 
ever known in any nation. If they wifh to give 
to this tribunal any appearance of liberty and juf- 
tice, they muft not evoke from, or fend to it, the 
caufes relative to their own members, at thdr 
pleafure. They muft alfo remove the feat of that 
tribun^ out of the republick of Paris.* 

Has more wifdom been difplayed in the confti- 
tution of your army than what is difcoverable in 
your plan of judicature ? The able arrangement ■ 
of this part is the more difEcult, and requires the 
greater ikiU and attention, not only as a great con- 
cern in itfelf, but as it is the third cementing prin- 
ciple in the new body of republicks, which you 
call the French nation. Truly it is not eafy to 
divine what that army may become at laft. You 
have voted a very large one, and on good appoint-^ 
ments, at leaft fully equal to your apparent means 
pf payment. But what is the principle of its dif. 

* For further elucidations upon the fubjeft of all thefe judi- 
catures, iind of the commitiee of refearch, tee M. de Calonne'a 
work, . . , ■ 

cSpline? 
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cipfeie ? or whom is it to obey ? You have got 
the wolf by the ears, and I wiih you joy of thei 
happy pofition in which you have chofen to place 
yourfeives, and in which you are well circum- 
ftanced for a free deliberation, relatively to that 
army, or to any thing elfe. 

Theininifter and feq-etary of ftate for the war 
department is M. de la Toor du Pin. This gentle- 
man, like his colleagues in adminiftration, is a moft 
zealous aifertor of- the revolution, and a fanguine 
admirer of the new conftitution, which originated 
in that event. His ftatement of ficis, relative to 
the military of France, is important, not only from 
, his official and perfonal authority, but becaufe it 
displays very clearly the actual condition of the 
army in France, and becaufe it throws light on 
the principles upon which the affembly proceeds, 
in the adminiftration of this critical objefl:. It 
may enable us to form fome judgrnent, how far it 
may be expedient in this country to imitate the 
martial policy of France. 

M. de la Tour du Pin, on the fourth of laft 
June, comes to ^ve an account of the ftate of hH 
department, as it exifts under the aufplces of the 
national af&mbly. No man knows it fo well ; no 
man can exprcfs it better. Addreffing himfelf to 
the national affembly, he fays, " His majefty has 
** this day fent me to apprife you of the multipUed 
t* dilbrders of which every day he receives the 
B b 4 " moft 
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w moft diflrefling intdligeiice. The army (le corps 
*' militaire) threatens to hM into the moft tnrbu- 
** lent anarchy. Entire r^mmts have dared to 
^' violate at once the refped due to the laws, to 
** the Idng, to the order eftabUihed by your de- 
*< crees, and to the oa.ths which they have talcen 
*' mth the moft awfiil folemnity. ConipeHed by 
** my duty to give you information of thefe ex- 
*' cefles, my heart bleeds when I conCder who 
** they are that have committed them. Thofe, 
** againft whom it is not in my power to with- 
** hcM the moft grievous complunts, are a part of 
** that very foMicry which to this day have been 
. ** la full of honour and loyalty, and with whom, 
" for fifty years, I have lived the comrade and the 
** friend. 

" What incomprehenJible fpirit of delirium and 
" delufion has all at once led them aftray ? Whilft 
** you are indefatigable in eflablifhing uniformity 
** m the empire, and moulding the whole into 
« one coherent and coniiftent body } whilft the 
** French are taught by you, at once the refpe£t 
" which the laws owe to the rights of man, and 
** that which the citizens owe to the laws, the ad< 
** miniftration of the army prefents notlung but 
" difturbance and confufion. I fee in more than 
*' one corps the bonds of difdpline relaxed or 
« broken ; the mpft unheard-of prctenfions avow- 
" ed diredly and without any difguiie i the or- 
" dinances 
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** dinances without force ; the duefs %dthout au- 
** thoHty ; the military cheft and the colours car- 
** tied off; the authority of the king himfelf [n- 
**/«m teneatis'} proudly defied j the officers ^let 
*< pifed, degraded, threatened, driven away, and 
** fbme of them prifonew in the midft of their 
'* corps, dra^ng on a precarious life in the bofom 
" of difguft and humiliation. To fill up the mca- 
^ fure oi all theie horrours, the commandants ^ 
** places have had their throats cut, under the eyes, 
^' and almoft in the arms of their own foldiers. 

<* Thefe evils are great ; but they are not the 
** worft confequences which may be produced by 
** fuch military infurreftions. Sooner or later they 
*• may menace the nation itfelf. The nature of 
" things requires that the army fhould never a^; 
** but as an injirument. The moment that, ereft- 
*-* ing itfelf into a deliberative body, it fhall act ac^ 
" cording to its own refolutions, the government^ 
*' be it what it may, -will immediately degenerate into M 
*' military democracy ; a fpedes of pditical monfter, 
** which has always ended by devouring tholb 
*' who have produced it. 

'* After all thia, who muft not be alarmed.at 
*' the irregular confultations, and turbulent com- 
■" mittees, formed in fome regiments by the com- 
** mon ibIdicTs and non-commiiEoned officers, 
** without the knowledge, or even in contempt 
'^ of the authority of their fuperiours j altbou^ 

"the 
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^ the prefence and concurrence of thofe fuperionrs, 
** could ^ve no authority to fuch monfirous de- 
** mocratick a£Femblies Qconuces3." 

It is not necel^ry to add much to this finifhed 
piAure : finiihed as &r as its canvais admits ; but, 
as I apprehend, not taking in the whole of the na- 
ture and complexity of the diforders of this mili- 
tary democracy, which, the minifter at war truly 
and wifely obferves, wherever it exifis, muft be 
the true conititution of the ftate, by whatever for- 
mal appellation it may pais. For, though he in- 
forms the afiemtJy that the more coniiderable 
part of the army have not ca& off their obedience^ 
but arc lUll attached to their duty, yet thofe tra- 
vellers who have feen the corps whofe conduft is 
the beft, rather obferve in them the abfence oi 
mutiny than the exigence of di£cipline. 

I cannot help paufing here for a moment, to re- 
fled upon the exprefUons of furprife which this 
minifter has let fall, relative to the excefles he re- 
lates. To him the departure of the troops from 
their ancient principles of loyalty and honour 
feems quite inconceivable. . Surely thofe to whom' 
he addrefles himfelf know the caufes of it but too 
well. ITiey know the doctrines which they have 
preached, the decrees which they haye paffed, the 
practices which they have countenanced. The 
foldiers remember the 6th of Odober. -They re- 
collect the French guards. They have not foi^t 

the 
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the taking of the king's caftles in Paris, and at 
Marfeilles. That the governours in both pl^es 
were murdered with impunity, is a feci that has 
not paiTed out of their minds. They do not aban- 
don the principles laid down fo ollentatioufly and 
laborioufly of the equaUty of men. They cannot 
fliut their eyes to the degradation of the whdc 
noblefle of France ; and the fuppreffion of the 
very idea of a gei.tleman. The total abolition of 
tides and difHn£tions is not loll upon them. ' But 
M. du Pin is alloniihed at their difloyalty, when 
the do£lors of the affembly have taught them at 
the fame time the refpeS: due to laws. It is 
eafy to judge which of the two forts of Icfforra 
men with arms in their hands are likely to learn. 
As to the authority of the king, we may colleA 
from the minifier himfelf (if any argument on 
that head were not quite fuperfluous) that it is 
not of more confideration with thefe troops, than 
it is with every body elfe. *' The king," fays he, 
** has over and over again repeated his orders to. 
** put a ftop to thefe exceffes : but, in fo terriMe 
** a crilis, your [the affemWy's] concurrence is be- 
** come indifpeniably necefiary to prevent the evils 
*' which menace the ftate. ■ Tou unite to the- 
** force of the legiflative power, that (^opinion ftill ' 
** more important." To be fure the army can 
have no opinion of the power or authority of 
the king. Perhaps the foldier has by this time 
learned. 
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learned, that the iffembly itCdf does not enjoy a 
much greater degree of Ubcrty than that royal 
figure. 

It is no V to be fecn what has been proposed m 
tiua exigency, one of the grcateft that can happen 
in a ftate. The minifter requefb the a0embly to 
•nay itfelf in aU its tnrours^ and to call forth all 
its majefty. He defires that the grave and fevere 
principles announced by them may give vigour to 
the king's proclamation. After this we ihouki 
have looked for courts dvil and martial ; break- 
ing oi fome corps, decimating others, and all the 
terrible means which necefitty has employed in 
fuch cafes to arreft the progress of the moil ter- 
rible of all evils ; particularly, one might expcft, 
that a fnious inquiry would be made into the mur- 
der of commandants in the view oi their ibldiers. 
Not <me word of all this, or of any thing like it. 
After they had been told that the foldiery tramp- 
led upon the decrees of the aflembly promulgated 
by the hang, the affembly pais new decrees ; and 
they authorize the king to make new proclama- 
tions. After the iecretary at war had ftated that 
the regimente had paid no regard to oaths prHh 
avfe la plus impofante /oIemniti~—thef propofe— 
what ? More oaths. They renew decrees and pro- 
damations, as they experience' their infuffic^cy, 
and they multiply oaths in proportion as they 
weaken, in the nunds of men^ the fan^ons of 
rt^gion. 
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tdigion. I hope that handy al»ridgments of the 
excdlent fennoiu of Voltdre, d'Alembert, TAdo' 
rot, and Helvetius^ on the Immortality of the Soulj 
on a particular fuperintending Providence, and <m 
a Future State of Rewards and Ihinifhments, are 
fent down to the foldlers along with their cividc 
oathst 'Of this I have no doubt } ^ I und^iland 
that a certain defcription of reading makes no in- 
confiderable part of their military exercifes, and 
that they wre full as well fupplied with the ammu* 
nition of pamphlets as of cartridges. 

To prevent the mifthiefs arifing from conlpi- 
fades, irregular confultations, feditious commit* 
tees, and monftrous democratick alTemblies [^ co- 
* mltia, comices*3 of the fiddlers, and all the dif* 
orders arifing from idlenefs, luxury, diilipation, 
and infubordination, I believe the moft aftonrfh* 
ing means have been ufed that ever occurred to 
men, even in all the inventions of this prolifick 
age. It is no lefs than this : — The king has pro- 
mulgated in circular letters to dl the regimmts 
his direct authority and encouragement, that the 
feveral corps iheuld join themfelves with the clubs 
and confederations in the feveral municipalities, 
and mix with them in their feaits and civick en- 
tertainments ! This jolly difcipline, it feems, is to 
~ ibften the f^ocity of thor minds i to reconcile 
them to their bottle companions of other defcrip- 
tionsf and ttf merge particular cdnipirades in 
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more general aflbciations.* That this zetaedf 
vidttld be pleafiag to the foldiers, as they are de- 
Icribed by Mr. de la Tour du Fin, I can readily 
believe ; and that, however mutinous otherwife^ 
they will dutifully fubmit themfelves to thefi roy^ 
proclamations. But I {hould queftion whether all 
ttus civick fwearing, dubbing, and feafUng, would 
difpofe them more than at prefent they are dif- 
pofed, to an obedience to their officers ; or teach 
them better to fubmit to the auftere rules of mili- 
tary difcipline. It will make them admirable ci- 
tizens after the French mode, but not quite fo 
good foldiers after any mode. A doubt might 
well arife, whether the converfations at thefe good 
tables would fit them a great deal the better for 
the charaifter of mere inJlrumenUi which this vete- 
ran officer and ftatefman juftly obferves the nature 
of things always requires an army to be. 

Concerning the likelihood of this improvement 
in difcipline, by the free conver&tion of the fol- 
diers with the municipal feftive focietics, which is 

• Comme fa majeflo y a reconnu, non une fjfterae d'affbdar 
tions patticuli^res, mais une reunion dc volont^s de tous le* 
Frangois [lOur la liberie et la \tioi\iinii communes, ainfi puur 
le mainlieii de rorrire piibliqiie ; il a penfe qu'il convenoit que 
chaque regiment prit part iecbfetcs civiques "pour multiplier 
Ics rapports, et refetrer les liens d'uuion eotreles citoyens etlea 
troupes. — Left 1 fliouid not be created, I infeit the words, am 
thoiizing the troops to fcaft with the popular. confederacies. -; 

.- ' thus 
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thus officially encouraged by royal authority and 
ianftion, we may judge by the ftate of the muni- 
cipalities themfelves, fumifhed to us by the war 
minifter in this very fpeech. He conceives good 
hopes of the fuccefs of his endeavours towards re- 
ilbring order /or /iff /irf/^n/ from the good diipo- 
fition of certain regiments; but he finds fome- 
thing cloudy with regard to the future. As to 
preventing the return of confufion, " for this, the 
" adminiftration (Jays he) cannot be anfwerable 
*' to you, as long as they fee the municipalities 
•* arrogate to themfelves an authority over the 
*' troops, which your inftitutions have referved 
" wholly to the monarch.- You have fixed the 
*' Hmits of the military authority and the muni- 
** cipal authority. You have bounded the a<^on, 
" which you have permitted to the latter over 
** the former, to the right of requifition ; but 
" never did the letter or the fpirit of your decrees 
*' authorize the commons in thefe municipalities 
" to break the officers, to try them, to give orders 
" to the foldiers, to drive them from the pofts 
" committed to their guard, to flop them in their 
" marches ordered by the king, or, in a word, to 
*' enflave the troops to the caprice of each of the 
** cities or even market towns through which they 
" are to pafs." 

Such is the charader and dlfpofition of the mu- 
mcipal ibciety which is to reclaim the foldicry, to 

bring 
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bring them back to the true principles of nuUtaiy 
IbbordmsitioB, and to render them machines in 
the hands of the fupreme power of the country! 
Such are the diilempera of the French troops} 
Such is their cure [ As the army is, fo is the navy. 
The muniripalities fuperfede the orders of the aT- 
fembly, and the feamen in their turn fuperfede 
tiie orders of the municipalities. From my heart 
X pity the condition of a refpe£table fervant of the 
publick, like this war miniiler, obliged in his old 
^e to pledge the afiembly in their civick cups, 
and to enter with a hoary head into all the fan- 
taltick vagaries of thefe juvenile politidans. Such 
fchemes are not like propofitions coming from a 
man of fifty years wear and tear amongft man- 
idnd. They feem rather fuch as ought to be ex- 
pefted-from thofe grand compounders in politicks, 
who fhorten the road to their degrees in the ftate; 
.and have a certain inward fanatical aflurance and 
illumination upon all fubjedis; upon the credit of 
which one of their dodors has thought fit, with 
great applaufe, and greater fucceis, to caution the 
afiembly not to attend, to old men, or to any per- 
fons who valued themfelves upon their experience. 
I fuppofe all the minifters of fliate muft qualify, 
and take this te& ; wholly alluring the errours-and 
herefies of experience and obfcrvation. Every 
Biaa has his own relifh. But I think if I could 
not attain to the wifdom, I would at leaft preferve ' 
fomething 
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fomething of the ftiff and peremptory dignity of 
age., Thefe gentlemen deal in regeneration ; but 
at any price I fbould hardly yield my rigid fibres 
to be regenerated by them ; nor begin, in my 
grand dimaclerick, to fquall in their new accents,' 
or to ftammer, in my fecond cradle, the elemental 
founds of their barbarous metaphyficks.* Si. ijii 
mibi largiantur. ut repuerifcam^ et in eorum cunis va- 
giam, valde recw/em/ 

The imbeciUty of any part of the puerile and ■ 
pedantick fyftem, which they call a conf);itution, 
cannot be laid open without difcovering the utter 
infufficiency and mifchief of every other part with 
which it comes in contaft, or that bears any the 
remoteft relation to it. You cannot propofe a re- 
medy for the incompetence of the crown, without 
difplaying the debility of the aflembly. You can- 
not deliberate on the confufion of the army of the 
ftate, without difclofmg the worfe diforders of the 
armed municipalities. The military lays open the 
civil, and the civil betrays the military anarchy. I 
wifli every body carefully to perufe the eloquent 
fpeech (fuch it is) of . Monf. de la Tour du Pin. 
He attributes the falvation of the municipalities 
to the good behaviour of fome of the troops. 
Thefe troops are to preferve the well-difpofed part 
of the municipalities, which is .confeffed to be 

•The war-ininifler has (ince quitted the fchoo! and refignsd 
h\* office. 

Vol. V. , C c the 
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the weaken, from the pSlage of the worfe difpofed, 
which is the flrongeit- But the municipalities af- 
icA a fovereignty, and will command thoTe troops 
which arc neceflary for their protection. Indeed 
they muft command them 0c court them. Tlie 
mnnidpalities, by the necefficy of their fitoatioB, 
and by the republican powers they have obtained, 
muft, with relation to the military, ibe the maf- 
ters, or the fervants, or the confederates, or each 
&cce0ively ; or they muft make a jumble of all 
together, according to drcumftances. What go- 
vernment is there to coerce the army but the 
municipality, or the municipality but the army ? 
To preferve concord where authority is extin- 
guiflied, at the hazard of all confequences, the af- 
fembly attempts to cure the diftempcrs by the dif- 
tempers themfdves; and 'they hope to preferve 
thcmfdves from a purely military democracy, by 
giving it a debauched intereft in the municipal. . 
' If the foldiers once come to rtiix for any time in 
the munidpai dubs, 'cabals and confederacies, an 
dedive attradion will draw them to the loweft 
and moft defperate part. 'With-them will be their 
habits, affedions, and fympathies. The military 
confpirades, which are to be remedied by civicfc. 
coiifederades^ the rebellious municipalities, which 
are to be rendered obedient by furnifhing them 
with tlie means of feducing the very armies of the 
ftatc that are to keep them in order ; all thefc 
chimeras 
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cliitheras of a mbhftrous and portentous policy-, 
hitift aggravate the confiifion from which they 
have arifeti. There muft be blood. The want 6f 
common judgiheiA manifefted in the conftruftioh 
of all their defcriptions of forces, and in all their 
kinds of dvil and- judicial authorities, will make 
it flow. DifOTders may be quieted in one time 
and in one part. They wifl break out in others ; 
becaufe the evil Is radical and intrinficfc. All thefe 
fcKemes of mixing mi!itihou3 foldiers with fedi- 
tious citizens, muft weaken ffi,H more and more 
the military cooneftidh of foldiers with their bffl- 
ters, as well as add toBifnry and mutinous audacity 
to turbulent artificers arid peafarits. To tecure a 
real army, the officer fliould be firft and laft in the 
eye of the foldier ; firft and lafi in his attention, 
obfervaric6,arid efteem. Officers it feems there are 
to be, whole chief qualification miift be temper, 
and patience. They are to liiahage their troof^ 
by eledioneering arts. They miift bear themfelves 
as candidates not as commanders. But as by fuch 
means power may be occafiobilly in their hand^, 
the authority by which they arje to be nominated ' 
becomes of high importance. 

What you may do finaUy does not appear ; not 
is it of much moment, whiift the ftrange and con- 
tradictory relation' between your al-my arid all the 
parts of your republick, as Well as the puzded re^ 
lation of thofe parts to each &ther and to the whole, 
C c a remain 
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remain^as they are. " You feem to have given the 
provifional nomination of the officers, in the_ firft 
inftance, to the king, with a rcferve of approba- 
tion by the national aflembly. Men who have an 
intereft to purfue arc extremely fagacious in dif- 
covering the true feat of power. They muft foon 
perceive that thofe who can negative indefinitely, 
in reality appoint. The officers muft therefore 
look to their intrigues inthe aflembly, as the fole 
certain road to promotion. StiH, howe^'er, by 
your new conftitution they muft begin their foli- 
citation at court. This double negotiation for 
military rank feems to me a contrivance as well 
adapted, as if it were ftudied for no other end, to 
promote ftiftion in the aflembly itfelf, relative to 
this vaft miUtary patronage; and then to poifon 
the corps of officers with famous of a nature ftill 
more dangerous to the fafety of government, 
upon any bottom on which it can be placed, and 
-deftru^ive in the end to the efllcacy of the army 
itfclf. Thofe officers, who lofe the promotions in- 
tended for them by the crown, muft become of a 
faftion oppofite to that of the aflembly which has 
rgeded their claims, and muft nourifli difcontents 
in the heart of the army againft the ruling powers. 
Thofe officers, on the other hand, who, by carry- 
ing their point through an intereft in the aflem- 
bly, fee! themfelves to be at beft only fecond in 
the good-wi!l,of the crown, thoughrfirft in thai of 

the 
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the" iffeftibly, muft flight an authority which 
would "not advance and could not retard their 
promotion. If to avoid thefe evils you ^vilI have 
no other rule for command or promotion than fe- 
niority, you will have an army of formality ; at 
the lame time it will become more independent, 
and -more of a military repubUck. Not they, but 
the king is the machine. A king is not to be de- 
pofed by halves. If he is not every thing in the 
command of an army, he is nothing. What is the 
effeA of a power placed nominally at the head of 
the army, who to that army is no objeft of grati- 
tude, or of fear ? Such a Cypher is not fit .for the 
adminiftration of an object, of all things the moft 
delicate, the fupreme command of military men. 
They muft be conftrajned (and their inclinations 
lead them to what their neceflities require) by a 
real, vigorous, effedive, dedded, perfonal autho- 
rity. The authority of the affembly itfelf fuffers 
by paffing through fuch a debilitating channel as 
, they have chofen. The army will not long look 
to an affembly acting through the organ of falfe 
fliew, and palpable impofition. They will not fe- 
rioufl.y yield obedience to a prifoner. They will 
either defpife a pageant, or they will pity a captive 
king. This relation of your army to the crown 
will, if I am not greatly miftaken, become a ferious 
dilemma' in yoUr politicks. 
It is befides to be confidered, whether an affem- 
C c 3 bly 
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(ily lifce yours, even fupi>ofing t^at it was in ppf- 
^qn of another fort of prgati through which its 
oi;d^r^ \i^ere to p^, i$ fit Cor promoting the obe- 
diei^ce and difcipljne of 2n ^riny. It is known, 
that afn^i^ have hitherto yielded 3. very precarious 
and uit(xrtaip obedieQfie tp any iepate, or popular 
aut)iority ; aod they will leail qf 9iJ yield it to an 
afibqibly which is to only have a continuance of 
tyrp years. The officers mull totally lofe thjc cha- 
raj^i^ck difpolltion of military men, if they lee 
with perfe^ fubmiffion wd due admiration, the 
dfiminion of pleaders j efpecially when they find» 
that they have a qew court to pay to an esdlf^s 
flicceiliQi) pf thoff pleaders; wbpfe military policy, 
and the genius of whpfe coipmand (if they fliould 
h^vc any) niuil be 3s uncertain as their duration 
is. tranfient. In the weakneis oi one kind of au- ' 
thority, and in. the fluf^uatton of ajl, thf-offi^ers 
of an 4rmy will rein;|in for fame time mutinous 
and full of faftipn, until fome popular general, 
viko underftand^ the 9rt of conciliating the fol- 
(Kcry, and who ppfleffes tljc true fpirit erf com- 
mand, {hall d|aw the eyp^ of %|1 men upon Hm- 
felf. Armies will obey him qn his perfonal ac- 
count. There is no other way of fecuring military 
obedience in this ftate of things. But the moqient 
in which that event Ihall happen, the per^ who 
really commands the army is your ^lafter ; the 
mafte* (that is Uttle) of yom: kic»g, the awftcr of 

your 
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your affembly, the matter of your whole repub* 
Kck. 

How came the affembly by their prefent power 
over the army ? Chiefly, to be fure, by debauch- 
ing the foldicrs from their officers. They have 
begun by a mofi: terrible operation. They have 
touched the central piuDt, about which the parti- 
des that compofc armies are at repofc. They have 
^eftroyed the principle of obedience in the great 
effential critical link between the officer and the 
foldier, jufi where the chain of military fubordina< 
tion commences, and on which the whole of that 
fyfiem depends. Hie foldier is told he is a citi- 
zen, and has the rights of man and dtiuen. The 
right of a man, he is told, is to be ht3 own gover- 
nour, and to be ruled only by thofe to whom he de- 
legates that felf-government. It 'A very natural he 
' fhould think that he ought moft of all to h^e 
his choice where be is to yield the greatett degree 
of obedience. He will therefore, in all proba- 
bility, fyfteniatkally do, what he does at prefent 
occafionally ; that is, he will exerciie at leaA a ne- 
gative in the choice of his officers. At prefent the 
officers are known at bell to b^ only permiffive, 
and on their good behaviour. In HQ, there have 
faeoi many inftances in which they have been ca- 
fluered by their corps. Here is a fecond negative 
on the choice of the king; a ne^tive as efe^al 
It leaft as the other of the aflemUy. The fddiers 
C c 4 know ' 
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know already that it has been a queftion, not IH 
received in the national affembly, whether they 
ought not to have the direft choice of their of- 
ficers, or fome proportion of them ? When fuch 
matters are in deliberation it is no extravagant 
fuppofition that they >viU incline to the opinion 
moft favourable to their pretenfions. They wiH 
not bear to be deemed the army of an imprifoned 
king, whilft another army in the fame coiantry, 
with whom too they are to feaft and confederate, 
is to be confidered as the free army of a free con- 
iHtution. They will caft their eyes on the other 
and more permanent army ; I mean the munici- 
pal. That corps, they well know, does adually 
eleft its own officers. They may not be able to 
difcerh the grounds of diftincbon on which they 
are not to eleft a Marquis de la- Fayette (or what 
is his new name) of their own. If this ele&ion o£ 
a commander in chief be a part of the rights of 
men, why not of theirs? They fee eleftive ju'flices 
of peace, eledive judges, elefriye curates,- eleftive 
bifhops, eleftive municipalities, and clcAive com- 
manders of the Parifiaa army. — Why (hould they 
alone be excluded? Are the brave troops of France 
the only men in that nation who are not the fit 
judges of military 'merit, and of the quEilifications 
neceflary for a commander in chief ? Are they paid 
by the ftate, and do they therefore lofe thp rights 
of men ? They are a part of that nation them- 
' , felves. 
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feWes, and contribute to that pay; And is not the 
king, is not the national affembly, and are not all 
who elect the national affembly, likewife paid? In- 
ftead of feeing all thefe forfeit their rights by their 
receiving a falary, they perceive that in all thefe 
cafes a lalary is given for the cxercife of' thofe 
rights. All your refolutions, all your proceedings, 
all your debates, all the works of your doftors in 
religion and politicks, -have induftrioufly been put 
into their hands ; and you cxpe^ that they will 
apply to their own cafe juft as much of your doc- 
trines and examples as fuits your pieafure. " 
Every thing depends upon the army in fuch a 
government as yours ; for you have induftrioufly 
deftroyed all the opinions, and prejudices, and, as 
far as in you- lay, all the infiincls which fupport" 
government. Therefore the moment any dif- 
ference arifes between your national affembly and 
any part of the nation, you muft have recourfc 
to force. Nothing elfe is left to you ; or rather 
you have left nothing elfe to yourfelves. You fee 
by the report of your war minifter, that the dif- 
tribution of the armyis in a great meafure made 
with a view of internal coercion." You muft rule 
by an army; and you have Infufed into that army 
by which you rule, as well as into the whole body 
of the nation, principles which after a time mufi 

"Cornier Fransois, 30 July_ 1790. AflemblL-e Natlonalc, 

XunKr0 2I0. 

difable 
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dt£>ble yoa in the uie you refblve to make tsS it. 
The king is to, call out trof^ to aA aguaft his 
people, when the world has bef!n tdd, and the a£- 
fertioH is ftill ringing in onr ears, that troi^ ' 
oug^t not to fire on citisens. The coloiues aflert 
to themlelves an independent cenftitution and a 
free trade. They mufl be conftrained by troops. 
In what chapto* of your code of the rights of men 
9re they able to read, that it is a part of the rights 
<tf men to have their commerce mtmopoUzed and 
refirained for the benefit of others? As the cob- 
nifis rife, on you, the ^e^oes rife on them. Troops 
agUQ — Maflacre, torture, hanging! Thefe are 
your rights of men! Iliefi; are the fruits ttf meta- 
phylick declarations wantonly made, and &amer 
fully retraced! It was but the other day that the 
iarmers of land in one of your provinces refuied 
to pay. fame- forts of rents to the lord of the foil. 
In confequeooe of this you decree, that the coun- 
try people fhall pay all rents and dues, esccpi thofe 
which as grievances you have ab<difhed} and if 
they refufe, (hen you order the king to march 
troops a^nft them. You lay down metapfayfick 
prc^fitions which in|er univerfal confeqitences, 
»nd then you attempt to limit logick by defpot* 
ifm. The leaders of the prefent fyftem tell them 
of their rights, as men, to take fortre0es, to mur- 
der guards, to feize on kings without the leafl ap- 
pearance of authority even from the aflfembly, 
whilft, 
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whiUti a$ the fpv^e}^ leg^fla^tve body, th^t 
aflcmbiy was fitting ui the iiajne of tfa^ i)act(»i — 
and yet thefe lesders prefume to or^er out the 
UpQpS which h^ve s^ted in thefe very diforders, t(n 
oacFVe th(>& who ih^ j^dg^ op tjie pHndpl^s, aiid 
ff^IOW th$ evapiplss, which h^ve beefi guar^teed 
hy ^^ Qwn apf^pbatioa. 

The l^wipi^ teafih the ppojde to abhor and rqeft 
:^f#p4^ty as the b^rbarifm of tyranny, and they 
tril th^lS ?#?)fWar4|? tow much of th^it barbarous 
^yV9flVif they are to bear with paUence. As they, 
arp prp^ljlga} pf light wi|h regard to grievances, fi> 
the p0f){^ find thgni fpar^pg in the extreme with 
r;Pg?rd tQ redr^ Th?y l^now that not only- 
<;crtal» ,qiiitrr«nt^ ^j>d pqrfon^ duties, which you 
h»ve p^ntitted then} $o redieem (but have ftir- 
lyAcfl 9<i{ ^^|^V^ fpr the redeinption) are as np>, 
tlupg to thpf$: hurthfsp^ ^ which ypi^ have made 
np (K-ov^^^ at ^. Thj?y kww» fhat a|moll the 
Whd« fyftP9» ^f l^P*^ property ip its ori^ is 
feudal i that it is ^ di^ihution of the poflefGons 
of the fiQg^nal prQpiwt@qs, made by a b^rbarou - 
cmqucsorto hisharbai<>U9mfi:rvm^T^si and that 
thfi ooft ginnrouji i&>gU. of tjt^ cooqupft are the. 
land reuM c^ ei^^y kiqd, a? Vithput qu^^fP. ^jr 
are. . 

Tlus peaiants« ia aAprc^biHty, are the cMce&«(-.^ 
^aiOi 9? , thefe aodept proprktors,, Romans w 
Gaiils. Am if they ^ i& acy d^ees in the 
. titles 
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titles which they make ott the principles of anti- 
qnaries and lawyers, they retreat into the citadel 
of the rights of men. There they find that men 
are equal ; and the earth, the Idnd and cqilal mo- 
ther of all, ought not ro be monoptdized to fofter 
the pride and luxury of any men, who by nature 
are no better than themfelves, and who, if they 
do not labour for their bread, are worfe. They 
find, that by the laws of nature the occupant and 
fiibduer of the foil is the true proprietw ; that 
there is no prefcripdon agdnft- nature ; and that 
the agreements (where any there are) which have 
betn made with the landlords, during the time of 
flavery, are only the effecl of dureffe and force ; 
and that when the people re-entered into the rights 
of men, thofe agreements-were made as void,' as 
every thing elfe which had been fettled under the 
prevalence ofthe old fendal and ariftocratick ty- 
ranny. They will tell you that they fee no diffe- 
rence between an idler with a hat and a- nations!' 
cockade, and an idler in a cowl or in - d > rochet. 
If you ground the title to rents on fuccefilon- and 
pirefcription, they tell you from the fpefich of Mr. 
Ca/tius, publiflied by the national affemblyfor thdr ' 
information,, that things. ill begun cannot avail- 
themfelves of prefcription ; that the title of thefc' 
lords was vicious in its cu-igip ; and that force -iS' 
at leaft as bad aS fraud. As to the title by fiJb- 
ceilion,they will tell you^ that the Atccefiion of thofe ' 

who 
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jWho have cultivated tlw foil is the true pedigree 
of pToperty, and not rotten parchments and filly 
fubiHtutions-, that the lords have enjoyed their 
ufurpation too long ; and that if they allow to 
thefe lay monks any charitable penfion, they 
ought to be thankful to the bounty of the true 
proprietor,, who is fo generous towards a faUe 
claimant to his goods. 

■When the peafants give you back that coifl. of 
fophiftick rcafon, on which you have fetyour 
inu^ and fuperfcription, you cry it down as baie 
■money, and tell them you will pay for the future 
-with French- guards, and dragoons, and hufiars. 
You hold up, to chaftife them, the fecond-hand au- 
thority of a king, who is oijly the inftrument of 
■ deftroying, without any power of proteding either 
the people or his own perfon. Through him it 
feema you will make yourfelves obeyed. They 
anfwer. You have taught us that there arc no 
gentlemen; and which of your principles teach 
us to bow to kings whom we have not elected? 
We know, without your teaching, that lands 
were given for the fupport of feudal dignities, 
feudal titles, and feudal offices. When you took 
down the caufe as a grievance, why fliould the 
more grievous effeft remain ? As there are now 
no hereditary honours, and no diilinguiibed fa- 
milies, why are we taxed to maintain what you 
tell us ought not to exift? You have fent down our 

old 
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old ariftocratick landlords in no other chara^r, 
and trhh ho other title, but that of exzftors tmder 
ycrur authority. Hanre yba endeavoured to make 
thefe your rent-g&therirs refpe^Ue to us ? No. 
Toa have fent them to us wkh thdr arms fe- 
verfed, thdr ffiields broken, theiV imprtffes de- 
uced; and fo dUphimed, degrackd, and meta- 
morphofed, fuch unfeathered two-legged things, 
thaLwc no longer know them. They are ftrarigers 
to tts. They do not even go by (he names of our 
andent lords. Phyficaily they may be the lame 
men j though we are not quite fure of that, on 
your new philofophick doArines of perfoBal ideiik 
tity. In all other refpecte they are totally changed. 
"We do not fee why we have not as good a right 
to refufethem their rents, as you have to abrogate 
all their honours, titles, and dilHnQions. This 
we have never commiiUoned you t6 do ; and it is 
• <Mie inftance, among many indeed, of your af- 
fumption of undeleted power. We fee the 
bui^hers of Paris, through theirdubs, their mobs, 
and their national guards, diifeding you at thdir 
pleafure, and giving that as law, to you, whidi. 
Under your authority, is tr^niiniited.as law to uS. 
Through you, thefe burghers difpofe of the lives 
and fortunes of us all. "Why fhould riot you at- 
tend as much to the defires of the laborious huf- 
bandman with regard to our rent, by which we 
are affefted in the moft ferious manner, as you do 
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to the demands of thefc infolent burghers, rela- 
tive to diftinftiGns and titlra of honour, by which 
ndther they nor we are afFefted at afl ? But we 
find you pay more regard to theit fendes than to 
our neceflities. Is it among the rights of man td 
pay tribute to his equals? Before this meafure of 
yours, we nJight have thought we were not per- 
fefliy equali Wfc ihiglit have entertained fbme 
old, habitual, unmeaning prepoffelTion in favour of * 
thofe liutdlords ; but we .cannot conceive vpith 
what Other view than that of deftroying all refpeft 
(a them, you could have made the law that de- 
grades them. You have forbidden us to treat 
them with any of the old formalities of rcfpcft, 
and now you fend troops to fabre arid to bayonet 
as into a fubmiflion.to fear and force, which you 
did not fijffer us to yield to the mild authority of 
c^nion. 

The ground of fome of thefe arguments is 
. horrid and ridiculous t-o all rational ears ; but to 
the pc^Eiq»is of metaphyficks who have opened 
. fthools for fbphiftry, and made efiablifiiments for 
y anarchy, it is folid and conclufive. It is; obvious, 
that on a mere confideratlon of the rig^t, the 
Jeado-s in the aflembly would not in the leaft have 
fcrupled to abrogate the rents along with the titles 
and family enfigns. It would be only to follow 
up the principle of their reafonings, and to com- 
plete 



zecbvGoogIc 



400 REFLECTIONS UN THE 

plete the analogy of their condutHi. But they had 
newly poffeffed themfelves of a great body of 
landed property by confifcation. They Had this 
commodity at market ; and the market would 
have been wholly dcftroyed, if they were to per- 
mit the Hufbandmen to riot in the fpcculations 
with which they fo freely intoxicated themfelves. 
The only fccurity which property enjoys in ahy 
one of its defcriptions, is from the interefts of 
their rapacity with regard to fome other. They 
have left nothing but their own arbitrary plea- 
fure to determine what property is to be protected 
and what fubverted. 

Neither have they left any principle by which 
any of their municipalities can be bound to obe- 
dience; or even confcicntioufly obhged not to fe- 
parate from the. whole to become independent, 
or to conned itfelf with fome other fbte. The 
people of Lyons, it feems, have Tcfufed late^ to 
pay taxes. Why fliould they not ? What lawful 
authority is there left to exaft them ? The Idng 
impofed fome Of them. The old ftates, metho- 
dized by orders, fettled the more ancient. "They 
may lay to the affembly. Who are you, that are 
not our kings, nor the fiates we have eleAed,.nor 
fit on the principles on which we have elefted 
you ? And who arc we, that when we fee the ga- 
belles which you have ordered to be paid, wholly 
ihaken 
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Ihaken off, when we fee the act of difobedience 
afterwards ratified by yourfelves, who are we, 
that we are not to judge what taxes we ought oi; 
ought not to pay, and are not to avail ourfelves 
of the fame powers, the validity of which you 
haVe approved in others? To this the anfwer is. 
We will fend troops. The laft reafon of kings, 
is always the firft with your affembly. This mi- 
litary aid may ferve for a time, whilft the impref- 
lion of the increafe of pay remains, and the vanity 
of being umpires in all difputes is flattered. But 
this weapon will fiiap fliort, unfaithful to the hand 
that employs it. The affembly keep a fchool 
where, fyftematically, and with unremitting per- 
feverance, they teach principles, and form regular 
tions deftrudtive to all fpirit of fubordinatlon, 
civil and military — and then they exped that they 
Ihali hold in obedience an anarchick people by an 
anarchick army. 

The municipal army, which, according to their 
new policy, is to balance this national -army, if 
confidered in itfelf only, is of a conftitution much 
more fimple, and in every refpeft lefs exception- 
able. It is a mere democratick body, unconnefted ' 
with the crown or the kingdom; armed, and 
trained, and officered at the pleafure of the diftrifts , 
to which the corps feverally belong; and the per- . 
fonal fervice of the 'individuals, who compofe, or- 
the fine in lieu of perfonal fervice, are direfted by 
, Vol. V. Dd the 
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the fame authority.* Nothing is more uniform. 
If, however, confidered in any relation to tlie 
crown, to the national affembly, to the publick 
tribunals, or to the other army, or confidered in 
a view to any coherence or connexion between it3 
parts, it feems a monfter, and can hardly fail to 
terminate its perplexed movements in fome great 
national calamity. It is a worfe prefervative of a 
general conftitution, than the fyftafis of Crete, or 
the confederation of Poland, or any other ill-de- 
vifed correftive which has yet been imagined, in 
the neceflities produced by an ill-conftructed fyf- 
tem of government. 

Having concluded my few remarks on the con- 
ftitution <rf^ the fupreme power, the executive, the 
judicature, the military, and on the recriprocal re- 
ktion of all thefe eftablifliments, I fliall fay foqie- 
thing of the ability fliewed by your legiflators 
with regard to the revenue. 

In their proceedings relative to tliis objeft, if 
pofTible, flili fewer traces appear of political judg- 
ment or financial refource. When the ftates met, 

* I fee by Mr. Necker's account, that the national guaitls of 
Paris bave received, over and above the money levied within 
their owDcity, about 14.^,000). lleiliDg out of tlic publick trea- 
fure. Whether this be an ailual payment for the nine months 
of their exigence, or an eftimate of their yearly charge, I do not 
ckaily perceive. It is of no great importance, aa cejiainly they 
may take whatever they pleafe. 

it 
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It feemed to be the great obje£t to improve the 
fyftem of revenue, to enlarge its colledion, to 
cleanfe it of oppVeflion and vexation, and to eftab- 
liffi it on the moft folid footing. Great were the 
expectations entertained on that head throughout 
Europe. It was by this grand arrangement that 
France was to ftand or fall j and this became, in 
my opinion, very properly, the teft by which the 
(kill and patriotifm of thofe who ruled in that af- 
fembly would be tried. The revenue of the ftate 
is the ftate. In effect all depends upon it, whether 
for fupport or for reformation. The dignity of 
every occupation wholly depends upon the quan- 
tity and the kind of virtue 'that may be exerted 
in it. As all great qualities of the mind Which 
operate in publick, and are not merely fuffering 
and paffive, require force for their difplay, I had 
almoft faid for their unequivocal exiftence, the re* 
venue, which is the fpring of all power, becotned 
in its adminiftration the fphere of every aftive 
virtue. Publick virtue, being of a nature mag- 
nificent and fplendid, inftituted for great things, 
and converfant about great concerns, requires 
abundant fcope and room, and cannot fpread and 
grow under confinement, and in circumftances 
itraitened, narrow, and fordid. Through the re- 
venue alone the body politick can atft in its true 
genius and character, and therefore it will difplay 
juft as much of its colleftive virtjie, and Is much 
Dd2 of 
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of that virtue which may charaderife thofe who 
move it, and are, as it were, its life and guiding 
principle, as it is poffleffed of a juft revenue. For 
from hence not only magnanimity, and liberality, 
and beneficence, and fortitude, and providence, 
and the tutelary protection of all good arts, derive 
their food, and the growth of their organs,| but 
continence, and felf-denial, and labour, and vigi- 
lance, and frugality, and whatever elfe there is in 
which the mind fiiewa itfelf above the appetite, are 
no where more in their proper element than in the- 
provilion and diftribution of the publick wealth. 
It is therefore not without reafon that the fcience 
of fpeculative and practical finance, which muft 
take to its aid fo many auxiliary branches of 
knowledge, ftands high in the eftimation not only 
of the ordinary fort, but of the wifefi: and beft 
men ; and as this fcience has grown with the pro- 
grefs of its objeft, the profperity and improvement 
of nations has generally increafed with the in- 
creafe of their revenues ; and they will both con. 
tinue to growand fiourifli, as long as the balance 
between what is left to ftrengthen the efforts of 
individuals, and what is collefted for the common 
efforts of the ftate, bear to each other i due reci- 
procal proportion, and are kept in a clofe corre- 
fpondence and communication. And perhaps it 
may be owing to the greatnefs of revenues, and 
to the urgency of ftate necefiities, that old abufes 
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in the conftjtution of finances are difcovered, and 
their true nature and rational theory comes to 
be more perfectly underftood; infomuch, that a 
fmaller revenue might have been more diftrcffing 
in one period than a far greater is found to be iri 
another j the proportionate wealth even remain- 
ing the fame. In this ftate of things, the French 
afiembiy found fomething in their revenues to 
preferve, to fecure, and wifely to adminifter, as 
well as to abrogate and alter. Though their proud 
aflumption might juftify the levereft tefts, yet in 
trying their abilities on their financial proceed- 
ings, I would only confider what is the plain ob- 
vious duty of a common finance minifter, and try 
them upon that, and not upon models of ideal 
perfection. 

The objcfts of a financier are, then, to fecure 
an ample revenue; to impofe it with judgment 
and equality i to employ it oeconomicaliy ; and 
when necefiity obliges him to make ufe of credit, 
to fecure its foundations in that inllance, and for 
ever, by the clearneGi and candour of his proceed- 
ings, the exadnefs of his calculations, and the fo- 
Itdity of his funds. On thefe heads we may take 
a fhort and diftinct view of the merits and abili- 
ties of thofe in the national affembly, who have 
taken to thcmfelves the management of this ar- 
duous concern. Far from any increafe of revenue 
in their hands, I fijid, by a. report of M. Vernier, 
D d 3, from, 
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from the committee of finances, of the fecond of 
Auguft laft, that the amount of the national re- 
venue, as compared witli its produce before the 
revolution, was diminilhed by the fum of two 
hundred millions, or eight millions JierJing of thq 
annual income, confiderably more than one-third 
of the whole. 

If this be the refult of great ability, never furcly 
was ability difplayed in a more diftinguilhed man- 
ner, or with fo powerful an effect. No common 
folly, no vulgar incapacity, no ordinary official 
negligence, even no oiEcial crime, no corruption, 
no peculation, hardly any direct hoftility which 
we have feen in the modern world, could in fo 
fliort a time have made fo complete an overthrow 
of the finances, and with them, of the ftrength of 
a great kingdom. — Cedo qut vejiram rempubUcam 
tantam amifijiis tam cito ? 

The fopbifters and declaimers, as foon as the af- 
fembly met, began with decrying the ancient con- 
ftitution of the revenue in niany of its moft effen- 
■tial branches, fuch as the publick monopoly of fait. 
They charged it, as truly as.unwifely, with being 
ill-contrived, opprefllve, and partial. This repre- 
fentation they were not fatisfied to make ufe of in 
fpeeches preliminary to fome plan of reform; they 
declared it in a folemn refolution or publick fen- 
tence, as it were judicially, paiTed upon it ; and 
this they difperfed throughout the nation. At the 
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time they paffed the decree, with the fame gravity 
they ordered this fame abfurd, oppreflive» and 
partial tax to be paid, until they could find a re- 
venue to replace it. The confequence was inevi- 
table. The provinces which had been always ex- 
empted from this fait monopoly, fome of whom 
were charged with other contributions, perhaps 
equivalent, were totally difinclined to bear any 
part of the burthep, which by an equal diftribu- 
tion was to redeem the others. As to the aflembly, 
occupied as it was with the declaration and viola- 
tion of the rights of men, and with their arrange- 
ments for general confiifion, it had neither leifure 
nor capacity to contrive, nor authority to enforce 
any plan of any kind relative to the replacing the 
tax or equaliKing it, or compenfating the pro- 
■ vinces, or for conducting their minds to any 
fcheme of accommodation with the other diftrifts 
which were to be relieved. 

The people of the fait provinces, impatient un- 
der taxes damned by the authority which had di- 
rected their payment, very foon found their pa- 
tience exhaufted. They thought themfelves as 
fkilful in demoiilhing as the aOembly could be. 
They relieved themfelves by throwing off the 
whole burthen.' Animated by this example, each 
■diftrift, or part of a diftrift, judging of its own 
grievance by its own feeling, and of its remedy 
by its own opinion, did as it plea&d with other 
.taxes. 
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Wc are next to fee how they have conduced 
themfelves in contriving equal impofitions, pro- 
portioned to the means of the citizens, and the 
kaft hkelyto lean heavy dn the aflive capital em- 
ployed in the generation of that private wealth, 
from whence the publick fortune muft be derived. 
By fuffcring the feveral diftrifts, and feveral of 
the individuals in each diftrid, to judge of 'what 
part of the old revenue they might withhold, in- 
ftead of better principles of equality, a new inequa- 
lity was introduced of the moft oppreffive kind. 
Payments were regulated ^ by difpofitions. The 
parts of the kingdom which were the moft fub- 
miffive, the moft orderly, or the moft aflfeftionate 
to the commonwealth, bore the whole burthen of 
the ftate. Nothing turns- out to be fo oppreffive 
and unjuft as a feeble government. To fill up all 
the deficiencies in the old impofitions, and the new 
deficiencies of every kind which were to be ex- 
pefted, what remained to a ftate without autho- 
rity? The national alTembly called for a voluntary 
benevolence ; for ^ fourth part of the income of 
all the citizens, to be eftimated on the honour 
of thofe who were to pay. They obtained fome- 
thing more than could be rationally calculated, but 
what was, for indeed, from anfwerable to their 
real necefiiiies, and much lefs to their fond expec- 
tations. Rational people could have hoped for 
little from tbis their tax in the difguife of a bene- 
volence j 
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volenccj a tax weak, ineffedlive, and unequal; i 
tax by which luxury, avarice, and felfifliiiefs were 
fcrecncd, and the load thrown upon produflive 
capital, upon integrity, generqfity, and publick 
fpirit— a tax of regulation upon virtue. At length 
the malk. is thrown off, and they are now trying 
means (with little fuccefs) of exafting their bene^ 
Volence by force. 

This benevolence, the ridcetty offspring of weafc- 
nefs, was to be fupported by another refource, the 
twin brother of the fame prolifick imbecility. The 
patriotick donations were to make good the failure 
of the patriotick contribution. John Doe was to 
become fecurity for Richard Roe. By this fchemc 
they took things of much price from the giver, 
comparatively of fmall value to the receiver; they 
ruined feveral trades ; they pillaged the crown of 
its ornaments, the churches of their plate, and the 
people of fheir perfonal decorations. The inven- 
tion of thefe juvenile pretenders to libertv, was in 
reality . notliing more than a iervile imitation of 

^ one of .the pooreft refourcea of doting defpotifm. 
They took an old huge full-bottomed perriwig 
Out of the wardrobe of the antiquated frippery of 
Louis the Fourteenth, to cover the premature 

. baldneis of the national affembly. They produced 
this old-faftiioned formal folly, though it had been 
fo abundantly expofed in the Memoirs of the Duke 
de St. Simon, if to reafonable men it had wanted 

any 
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my arguments to difplay its mifchief and infuiH- 
ciency. A device of the lame kind was tried in 
my memory by Louia the Fifteenth, but it anfwer- 
ed at no time. However, the necefllties of ruinous 
wars Were fome escufe for defperate projefts. The 
deliberations of calamity are rarely wife. But here 
Was a fcafon for difpofition and providence. It 
was in a time of profound peace, then enjoyed for 
five years, and promifing a much longer continu- 
ance, that they had recourfe to this defperate trifl- 
ing. They were fure to lofe more reputation fay 
fporting,in their ferious iituation, with thefe toys 
and playthings of finance, which have filled half 
their journals, than could poffibly be compenfated 
by the poor temporary fupply which they afford- 
ed. It fcemfed as if thofe who adopted fuch pro- 
jefta were wholly ignorant of their circumftances^ 
or wholly unequal to their neceffities. Whatever 
virtue may be in thefc devices, it is obvious that 
neither the patriotick gifts, nor the patriotick con- 
tribution, can ever be refortedto again. The re- 
fources of publick folly are foon exhaufted. The 
whole indeed of their fcheme of revenue is to 
make, by any artifice, an appearance of a full refer- 
voir for the hour, whilft at the fame time they cut 
off the fprings and living fountains of perennial 
fupply. The account not long fince furnifhed by 
Mr. Necker was meant, without queftion, to be 
favourable^ He gives a flattering view of the means 

of 



:ectv Google 



REVOLUTION IN FRANCE. 4I | 

of getting through the year; but he expreffes, as 
it is natural he fhould, feme apprehenfion for that 
which was to fucceed. On this laft prognoftick, 
inftead of entering into thie grounds of this appre- 
henfion, in order by a proper forefight, to prevent 
the prognofticated evil, Mr. Necker receives a fort 
of friendly reprimand from the prefident of thp 
alTeiTibly. 

As to their other fchemes of taxation, it is im- 
pofiibk to fay any thing of them with certainty; 
becaufe they have not yet Jiad their operation; 
but nobody is fo fanguine as to imagine they will 
fill up any perceptible part of the wide gaping 
breach which their incapacity has made in iheir 
revenues. At prefent the ftate of their treafury 
finks everyday more and more in cafh, and fwellg 
more »nd more in fiftitious reprefentation. Wheo 
■fo little within or without is now found but 
paper, the reprefentative not of opulence but of 
want, the creature not of credit but of power, 
they imagine that our flourilhing ftate in England 
is owing to that bank-paper, and not the bank-r 
paper to the flourifliing condition of our com- 
merce, to the folidity of our credit^ and to the 
total exclufionof all idea of power from any part 
of the tranfaclion. . They forget that, in England, 
not one Ihilling of paper-money of any defcription 
is ret:eived but of choice ; that the whole has had 
its origin in cafli actually dppofited j and that it 

ia 
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is convertible, at pledure, in an inibint, and with* 
eut the fmallell lois, into calh again. Our paper 
is of value in commerce, becaule in law it is of 
none. It is powerful on Change, becaufe in Weft- 
minfiier-hall it is impotent. In payment of a debt 
of twenty Hillings, a creditor may refufe all the 
papel:, of the bank of England. Nor is there 
amongftus a Angle pubUckfecurity,of any quality 
or nature whatfoevcr, tliat is enforced by autho- 
rity. In fadt it might be eafily ftiewn, that our 
paper wealth, inftcad of lelTening the real coin, has 
a tendency to increafe it ; inftead of being a fubfti- 
tute for money, it only facilitates its entry, its 
exit, and its circulation; that it is the fymbol of 
profperity, and not the badge of diftrefs. Never 
was a fcarcity of cafli, and an exuberance of paper, 
a fubje<^ of complaint in this nation. 

Well! but a leffening of prodigal expences, and 
the otconomy which has been introduced by the . 
virtuous and fapient aflembly, make amends fiar 
the loffes fuftained in the receipt of revenue; In 
this at leaft thqy have fulfilled the duty of a finan- 
cier,^ — Have thofe,-who lay fo, looked at the ex- 
pences of the national affembly itfelf? of the mu- 
nicipalities ? of the city of Paris ? of the increafed 
pay of the two armies ? of the new ^lice ? of 'the 
new judicatures ? Have they even carefully com- 
pared the prefent penfton-lift with the former? 
'Ihefe politicians have beea cruel, not ceconomical. 
Comparing 
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Comparing the expences of the former prodigal 
government and its relation to the then revenues 
with the expences of this new fyftem as oppofed 
to the ftate of its new treafury, I believe the pr&- 
fent will be found beyond all comparilbn more 
chargeable.* 

It remains only to conllder the proofs of &nan- 
cial ability, fumiihed by the prefent French ma- 
nagers when they are to raife fupplies on credit. 
Here I am a little at a iland ; for credit, properly 
fpeaking, they have none. The credit of the aq- 
dent government was not indeed the beft -, but 
they could always, on fbme terms, command mo- 

* The reader will obferve, that I have but lightly touched 
[my plan demanded nothing more) on the condition of the 
French Finances, as conneded with the demands upon them. 
If I had intended to do otherwife, the materials in my hands 
for foch a talk are not altogether perfed. On thia fubjed I 
refer the reader to M. de Calonne'a work ; and the tremendout 
difplay that he baa made of the havock and devaftation in the 
publiek eflate, and in all the affairs of France, caufcd by the 
prefomptuous good intentions of ignorance and incaiiacitj. 
Such efFeits, thofe caufeG will always prodoce. Looking over 
that account with a pretty Qt'iA eye, and, with perhaps too 
much rigour, deducing every thing whicli may be placed to th«" 
account of a financier out of place, who might be fuppoled by 
bis enemies defirous of making the moll of his caule, I beJiere 
it will be found, that a more falutary leObn of caution agalnft 
the daring Q>irit of innovators than what has been ru|>plied at 
(be expencc of France, never was at any time furnifbed to maB" 
kind. 

ney. 
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fley, not only at home, but from moft of the coun- 
tries of Europe where a furplus capital was accu- 
mulated ; and the credit of that government was 
improving daily. The cftablifliment of a fyftem 
of liberty would of courfe be fuppofcd to give it 
new ftrcngth j and fo it would atSually have done, 
if a fyftem of liberty had been eftabllflied. What 
offers has their government of pretended liberty 
had from Holland, from Hamburgh, from Swit- 
zerland, from Genoa, from England, for a dealing 
In their paper? Why ftiould thefe nations of com- 
merce and ceconomy enter into any pccuhiary 
dealings with a people, who attempt to reverfe the 
very nature of things ; amongft whom they fee the 
debtor prefcribing, at the point of the bayonet, the 
medium of his folvency to the creditor j difcharg- 
mg one of his engagements with another j turning 
his very penury into his refource j and paying his 
intereft with his rags? 

Their fanatical confidence in the omnipotence 
of church plunder, has induced thcfe philofophefs 
to overlook all care of the publick eftate, jufl as 
the dream of the philofopher'sftone induces dupes^ 
under the more plaufible delufion of the herme- 
tick art, to neglect all rational means of improv- 
ing their fortunes. With thefe philofophick finan- 
ciers, this univerfal medicine made of church 
mummy is to cure all the evils of the ftate. 
Thefe gentlemen perhaps do not believe a grtat 

deal 
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deal in the mirades of piety ; but it cannot be 
quefiioned, that they have an undoubtlng faith 'm 
the prodigies of facrilege. Is there a debt wMcb 
preffes them — Iffue ajft^mts. Are compenlatiDnii 
to be made, or a maintenance decreed to tho)^ 
whom they have robbed of their freehold in their 
office, or expelled from their profeffion — AJjftgnaU, 
Is 1 fleet to be fitted out— A//ignats. If fisteea 
millions fteriing of thefe ajfignats, forced da the 
people, leave the wants of the ftate as urgent as 
ever — ifiiie, iays one, thirty millions fteriing of 
ajignats — fays anotherj iffue fourfcore milUop* 
more of ajftgnats. The only difference anMMig 
their financial factions is on the greater or the 
lefler quantity of ajfignats to be impofed on the 
publick fufferance. They are all profeffors of af' 
jignats. Even thofe, whofe natural good fcnfe an4 
knowledge of commerce, not obliterated by phj- 
lofophy, furni£h decilive arguments agaJnft this 
delufion, conclude their arguments, by propofeig 
the emiffion of ajjignats, I fuppofe they muft taJJk 
of ajfignais, as no other language would be under- 
flood. All experienie «f their inefficacy does PPt 
in the leaft difcourage them* Are the old qffigmU 
depreciated at market? What is the remedy? 
Iffue new ajignats. — Man fitnaladiat opniairia, mn 
vult fe garire, quid ilii facere? sjftgnare^ojlea af' 
Jignare'i enfuifa ajfigpiare. The word is a trifle al- 
tered The Latin of your prefent doftors may be 
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better than tlut of your old comedy ; their wif-, 
dom^ and the variety of their refources, are the 
feme. They have not more notes in their fong 
than the cuckowj thou^jh, far from the foftnefs 
of that harbinger of fummer and plenty, theif 
voice is as faarlh and as ominous as that of the 
laven. 

Who but the moft defperate adventurers in phi- 
lofophy and finance could at all have thought of 
defl:roying the fettled revenue of the ftate, the fde 
fe:urity for the publick credit, in the hope of re- 
building it with the materials of confifcated pro- 
perty ? If, however, an exceffive zeal for the ftate 
ihould have led a pious and venerable prelate (by 
anticipation a father of the church*) to pillage his 
own order, and, for the good of the churcli and 
people, to take upon himfelf the place of grand 
financier of confifcation, and comptroller general 
of fecrilege, lie and his coadjutors were, in my 
opinion, bound to Ihew, by their fub&quent cou- 
duft, that they knew fomething of the office they 
affumed. When they had refolved to appropriate 
to the FifCi a certain portion of the landed pro- 
perty of their conquered country, it was their bu- 
finefs to render their bank a real fund of credit ; 
as far as fuch a bank was capable of becoming fo. 

To eftablifli a current circulating credit upon 
. any Land-bank, under any circumftances whatfo- 

• La Bruyere of BoflUet. 



D.D.t.zea by Google 



REVOLUTION IN FRANCE. 417 

evefj has hitherto proved difficult at the very leaft. 
The attempt has commonly ended in bankruptcy. 
But when the aflembly were led, through a con- 
tempt of moral, to a defiance of ceconomical prin- 
ctples, it might at leaft have been expeded, that 
nothing would be omitted on their part to lefTen 
this difficulty, to prevent any aggravation of this 
bankruptcy. It might be expected, that to render 
- your Land-bank tolerable, every means would be 
adopted that could difplay opennefs and candour 
in the ftatement of th? fecurity ; every thing which 
could aid the recovery of the demand. To take 
things in their moft favourable point of view, 
your condition was that of a man of a large landed 
eftate, which he wiihed to difpofe of for the dif- 
charge of a debt, and the fupply of certain fervices. 
Not being able inftantly to fell, you wifhed to 
mortgage. What would a man of fair intentions, 
and a commonly clear underftanding, do in fuch 
circumftances ? Ought he not firft to afcertain the 
.grofs value of the eftate ; the charges of its ma- 
nagement and difpoCtion ; the encumbrances per- 
petual and temporary of all kinds that affe£t it ; 
then, ftriking a net furplus, to calculate the juft 
value of the fecurity? When that furplus (the 
only fecurity to the creditor) had been clearly af- 
,c^rtainedj and properly veiled in the hands of 
'truftees ; then he would indicate the parcels to be 
/old, and the time and conditions g£ falc ; after 
. Vol. V. E e this. 
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this, ha viOxAd admit the puUtck creditor^ if he 
chofe it, to fubfcribe his fiock into this new fund ; 
or he might recrive propo&ls for an- ajfipiat from 
thofe who would advance money to {rarchafe thi» 
^lecies of fecurity. 

This would be to proceed like men of bufinefe, 
methodically and rationally; and on the only prin- 
ciples of puWick and private credit that have an 
exiftencc. The dealer would then know exaftly 
what he purchafed j and the only doubt which 
could hang Upon his mind would be, the dread of 
the refumpti(»n of the fpoil, which one day might 
be made (perhaps with an addition of punifliment) 
/rom the facrilegious gripe of thofe execrable 
wretches who could become purchafers at the auc- 
tion of their innocent fellow-citizens. 

An open and exad ftatemcnt of the dear value 
of the property, and of the time, the circum- 
ftances, and the place of fale, were all nccefliry, 
to efface as much as poflible the ftigma that has 
.hitherto been branded on every kind of Landi^ 
bank. It became ncceffary on another principle^ 
that is, on account of a pledge of fmth previoufly 
given on that fubject, that their ftiture fidelity in 
a flippery concern might be eftabliflied by thdr 
adherence to, their firft engagemfent. ■ When they 
had finally determined on a ftate refource from 
"church booty, they came, on the 14th of Aprit 
1 790, to a folemn refolution on the fubject ; and 
pledged 
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pkdged themfelves tb their country, " that in the 
** ftatement of the publick charges for each year, 
•* there fliould be Iwought to account a fum fuflEc 
** dent for defraying the expetices of the R. C. Ai 
■* reli^on, the fupport of the miniftcrs at the at- 
** tars, the relief of the poor, the penfions to the 
•* ecclefiafticks, fecular as well as regular, of the 
•* one and of the other fex, in order thai (be eftaies 
** and goods tuhich are at thed'tfpofal of the tiation may 
** he difengaged of all charges^ and employed by the 
** reprefentathes , or the legijlatlve body, to the great 
** OTid moji prejftng exigencies of the Jiate." ITiey 
further engaged, on the fame day, that the fum 
receflary for the year 1791 fhould be forthwith 
determined. 

In this refolution they admit it their duty to 
fhew diftinAly the expence of the above objetfts, 
■which, by other refolutions, they had before en- 
gaged Ciould be firft in the order of provifion. 
They admit that they ought to ffiew the eftate 
dear and difengaged of all charges, and that they 
fhould fhew it immediately. Haveihey done this 
immediately, or at any time? Have they ever fur- 
niftied a rent-roll of the immoveable eftates, or 
given in an inventory of the moveable eiFeifls 
which they conhfcate to their affignats ? In what 
manner they can fulfil their engagements of hold* 
^g out to publick fervice " an eftate difengaged 
** of all charges," without authenticating the value 
E e a " of 
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•of the eftate, or the quantum of the charges, I 
leave it to their Englilh admirers to explain. In- 
flantly upon this alTurance, and previoufly to any 
one ftep towards making it good, they iffue, on 
the credit of fo handfome a declaration, fixteen 
millions fterling of their paper. This was manly. 
Who, after this mafterly ftroke, can doubt of 
th«r abilities in finance ? — But then, before any- 
other emiffitm, of thefe financial indulgences, they 
4ook care at lead to make good their original pro- 
mife ! — If fuch eftimate, either of the value of the 
eftate or the amount of the incumbrances, has 
been made, it has efcaped me. I never heard 
oi it. 

At length they have fpoken out, and they have 
made a full difcovery of their abominable fraud, 
in holding out the church lands as a fecurity for 
any debts or any fervice whatfoever. They rob 
only to enable them to cheat ; but in a very fhort 
time they defeat the ends both of the robbery and 
the fraud, by making out accounts for other pur- 
pofea, which blow up their whole apparatus of 
force and of deception. I am obliged to M. de 
Calonne for his reference to the document which 
proves this extraordinary faft : it had by fome 
means efcaped me. Indeed it was not neceffary 
to. make out my affertion as to the breach of faith 
on the declaration of the 14th of April 1790. By 
a report of their committee it now appears, that 

the 
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the charge of keeping up the reduced ecclefiaftical 
eftablifhments, and other expences attendant on 
religion, and maintaining the religious of both 
. fexes, retained or penfioned, and the other con- 
comitant expences of the fame nature, which they 
have brought upon themfetves by this convulfion 
in property, exceeds the income of the eftates ac- 
quired by it in the enormous fum of two millions 
fterling annually ; befides a debt of leven millions 
and upwards. Thefe are the calculating powers 
of impofture ! This is the finance of philofophy [ 
This is the refult of all the delufions held out to 
engage a miferable people in rebellion, murder, 
9Jid facrilege, and to make them prbmpt and zea- 
lous inftruments in the ruin of their country !■ 
Never did a ftate, in any cafe, enrich itfelf by the* 
confifcations of the citizens. This new experi- 
ment has fucceeded like all the reft. Every honeft 
mind, every true lover of liberty and humanity,, 
inuft rejoice to find that injuftice is not always 
good policy, nor rapine the high road to riches." 
I fubjoin with pleafure, in a note, the able and 
fpirited obfervations of M. de C4onne on this 
fubjea.* 

In: 

* " Ce n'eft point it I'aflemblSe enli Jre que je m'adrdle id ; ' 
je ne parle qu'i ceujt qui I'egarent, en Ini cachant {bus des' 
gates leduilantes le but ou ils I'eniralnent. C'cft k eux que je' 
dis-! Totre ot^et, vous n'en (iifconvienilrez pas, c'eft d'otcr tout, 
erpoir au clerge, et de conCommer fa rulne ; .c'eft-l^, en ne vaas 
E e 3 foup- 
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In order to perfuade the world of the tx)ttom- 
Ids refource of ecclefiafiical confifcation, the afiem* 
bly have proceeded toother coiififcations of eftatefl 
in offices, which could not be done with any com- 
mon colour without being compenfated out of this 
grand confifcation of landed property. They have 
thrown upon this fund, which was to fbew a fur- 
plus, difengaged of all charges, a new charge ; 
jiamely, the compenfation to the whole body of 
the difbanded judicature j and of all fuppreffed 
offices and efiates ; a charge which I cannot afc^- 

foup§onnant d'aucune combinaiCoD de cupidiie, d'aucun regurd 
fur le jeu des rffets publtcE, c'eft-li ce qu'on doit croire qne 
TOU9 avex en vue daDS la terrible operation qua vour propoCn } 
fi'eft.ce qui dolt en etre le fruit, Mai» le pcuple ([ui vtiiis y in- 
titeSez, quel Kvantage peut-il y trr>uver ? £n vous fervant thnc 
ceflede lui, que faites-vous pour lui ? Rien, abfolument ricn ; 
et, au contraire, vous failes ce qui ne conduit qu'a raccabli^r dc 
nouveiles charges. Vous avez rcjete, k fon prejudice, une offVc 
de 400 millions, donl 1 'acceptation poawoit devenir itn moyen 
it foulagement en la faveur ; et a cette relT^urcc, aui5 profitabls 
que legitime, yoqs auep fubft[iu6 uoe injufiiccruineufe, qui, da 
Totre propre aveu, charge fe ticfor public, et parconfeqnenl la 
peuple, d'un furcroSt de ilepenfe annuelle de 50 millions au 
iDOins, et d'un repiibDurfcment de i;o miliionsi 

" Malheureiix peuple ! vojlS. ce que vous vaut eii dernier r^ 
fultat t'expTopriation de TEglife, et la durete des d^crets taxa- 
teurgdu traitctnei|t des mitiiftresd'iine religion bienfaifante; et 
deibrmaig ils feront ^ f otre charge : leurs charite foutageoient 
ks pauvres ; et vous allej etre impofes [Kiur fubvenir a leur en- 

tretien!"- DcPElat de la France, p. gi. See alfo p. 92, 

an4 the fgllowing pages, 
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Uin, but whkh unqueftionably amounts to many 
French millions. Another of the new charges, is 
an annuity of four hundred and eighty thousand 
pounds fterling, to be paid (if they choofe to keep 
feith) by daily payments, for the intereft of the 
firft affignats. Have they ever given themfelveS 
the trouble to ftate fairly the expence of the ma- 
nagement of the church lands in the hands of the 
municipalities, to whofe care, Ikill, and diligence, 
and that of their Ic^n of unknown under agents, 
they have chofen to commit the charge of the for. 
feited eftatcs, and the coniequence of which had 
been fo ably pointed out by the bilhop of Nancy? 
But it is unneceflary to dwell on thefc obviou» 
heads of incumbrance. Have they made out aiy 
cl«ar ftate of the grand incumbrance of all, I mean 
the whole of the general and municipal eftabUfhf 
ments of all forts, and compared it with the regu- 
lap income by rfcvenue? Every deficiency in thefc 
becomes a charge on the confiicaced eftate, beforo 
the creditor can plant his cabbages im an acre of 
church prc^Krty. There is no other prop than tins 
confifcation to keep the whole ftate froqi tumbling 
to the ground. In this fituation they havepur- 
pofely covered all that they ought indoftrioufly tQ 
have cleared, with a thick fog ; and tien, blind- 
fold themfelves, like bulls that ftiut their. eye$ 
when thiy pufii, they drive, by the point of the 
bayonctf , thar flaves, blindfolded ind^ m vmrfe 
-, E e 4 than 
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than their lords, to take their fiftions for curren- 
cies, and to fwallow down paper pills by thirty- 
four millions fterling at a dofe. Then they proudly 
lay in their claim to a future credit, On feilure of 
all their paft engagements, and at a time when (if 
in fuch a matter any thing can be dear) it is clear 
■that the furplus cftates will never anfwer evert the 
firft of their mortgages, I mean that of the four 
hundred million (or fixteen millions fterling) of 
aj/ignats. In all this procedure I can difcern neither 
the folid fenfe of plain dealing, nor the fubtle des^ 
terity of ingenious fraud. The objeAion within 
the aflembly to pulling up the flood<gates for this 
inundation of fraud, are unanfwered; but they 
are thoroughly refuted by an hundred thoufand 
financiers in the ftreet. Thefe are the numbers by 
which the metaphyficfc arithmeticians compute: 
Thefe are the grand calculations on which a philo- 
fophical publick credit is founded in France. They 
cannot raife fupplies ; but they can raife mobs. 
Let them rejcnce in the applaufes of the dub at 
Dundee, for their wifdomand patriotifm in hav- 
ing thus applied the plunder of the dtizens to the 
fervice of the ftate. I hear of no addrds upon this 
fubjeft from the direftors of the bank of England ; 
though thdr approbation would be of a Utile more 
weight in the fcalc of credit than that of the dub 
at Dundee. But, to do juftice to the dub, I be- 
lieve the gentlemen who compofe it to be wifer 

than 
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dian they appeat ; that they will be lefs* liberal of 
their money than of their addrefles ; and that they 
would not give a dog's ear of their moft rumpled 
and ragged Scotch paper for twenty of your faireft. 



Early in" this year the ^embly iifued paper to 
the amount of fixteen millions fterling: Wliat 
muft have been the ftate into which the affembly 
has brought ydur affairs, that the relief afforded 
by fo vaft a fupply has been hardly perceptible ? 
Thisp^ipcr alfo felt an almoft immediate deprccia^ 
tion of five ^er cent, which in a little time came to 
about feven. The effeft of thefe.affignats on the 
receipt of the revenue is remarkable. Mr. Necker 
found thaf the colIe<Sors of the jevenue, who re- 
ceived intcoin, paid the treafuryin a^piatsl The 
c(^e£tors' made fcven per cent. by. thus receiving 
in money, and accounting in depreciated paper. 
It was not very difficultto forefee,'th?t this muft 
be kievitable. If was, however, not the ieis ein- 
barraflnig. Mr. Necker was obliged (1 believcj 
for a confiderable part, in the market of London) 
to buy gold and iilver for the mint, which amounts 
ed to about twelve thoufand pounds, above the 
value of the eommodrty gained. That miniiter 
was of 'Oiunibn, that whatever then- &cret nutri- 
tive vtrtue'might be, theftate could, not live upon 
affignkts alone ; tbatibkue real liiver was neceflary, 
particulsirly for the ^tisfecllon of tht^ who, hav- 
ing 
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ing iron in thdr hands, wctc not likdy to difUo- 
goilh themielves for patience, when they Ihould 
perceive that whilft an increase of pay was bdd 
oat to them in real money, it was again to be 
fraudulently drawn back by depredated paper. 
The minifter, in this very natural diftreis, applied 
to the afiemblyj that they Ihould order the ccS* 
ledors to pay in fpecie what in fpecie they had re- 
ceived. It could not dcape him, that if the trea- 
sury pud three per cent, for the ufe of a currency* 
which fhould be returned feven per cent, worfe 
than the minifter iflued it, fuch a dealing could 
not very greatly tend to enrich the publick. The 
afiembly took no notice of his recommendation. 
They were in this dilemma — If they continued to 
receive the affignats, cafh muft become an alien to 
their treaiiiry : if the treafury fiiould refufe thofe 
paper amuiettf or (hould diicountenance them in 
any degree, they muft deftroy the credit-of tbeif 
fi^ refource.. Tbey feem then to have made thdr 
cation ; and to have given fome fort of Credit to 
thdr paper by taking it themfdves ; at the &me 
time in thdr fpeeches they made a fort of fwagger- 
ing declaration, fomething, I rather think, above 
legislative competence ; that is, that there is no 
difference in value between .metallick n^oney and 
thdr afiignats. This was a good ftbut proof ar^ 
tide of faith, pronounced under an anathema^ 
by the venerable ^hers of this pUIofofAick 
fynod. 
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Synod. Credei who wilt— cettainly Dot yudmu 
Jpella. 

A noble indignation rife^ in 'the minds of your 
popular leaders, on hearing the magick lanthcau 
in their fhew of finance compared to the fraudar 
lept exhibitions of Mr. Law. They cannot bear 
to hear the fands of his MiiTiffippi compared witk 
the rock of the church, on which they build thdr 
fyftem. Pray let them fupprefe this glorious ^lirit, 
■until they fiiew to the world what ^»ece oFfoUd ' 
ground there is for their afQgnats, which they 
have not pre-occupied by other charges. Tliey do 
jnjuftice to that great, mother fraud, to compare 
it with their degenerate imitation. It is not trtie 
that Law built folely on 3 fpeculation cdncerrang 
^e Mi6iffippi. He added the Eaftlndiatradej he 
added the African trade ; he added the ^ms of 
all the &rmed revenue.of France. All thefc toge- 
ther unqueftionably could not fupport the flruc- 
. lure which the publick enthufiaim, not he, chofe 
to build upon thcfc bafes. But thefe were,hccw- 
ever, in compartibn, generous dehifions. They 
fuppofed, and they aimed at an;iocreafe of the 
commerce of France. They Opened to it the whole 
range of the two hemifpheres. They did not think 
of fpeding France irom its own fubftance. A grand 
imagination found in tlus flight of* 'commerce 
ibmething to captivate. It was wherewithal to 
dazzle th« eye of an. cagk. It was not maijie to 
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entice the fmell of a mok, nuzzling and burying 
himfelf in his mother earth, as yours is.- Men 
tviere not then quite fiirunk from their natural 
^menfions by a degrading and fordid philofophy, 
and fitted for low and vulgar deceptions. Above 
all remember, that in impoling on the imagini' 
«ion, the then managers of the fyftem made d com- 
pliment to the freedom of men. In their fraud 
ihere was no mixture of force. This was referved 
to 01^ time, to quench the little glimmerings of 
reafon which might break in up(Hi the folid dark- 
nefs of this enlightened age. 

■ On recoUe^ion, I have faid nothing of i 
fcheme of finance which may be urged in fe- 
TOur of the -abilities of thcfe gentlemen, and 
which has'befen introdxiced with great pomp, 
though not yet finally adopted til the national af- 
iembly. It comes with fomething idlid' in aid of 
' the credit of the paper circulation ; and much had 
been faid of its utility and its elegance. ■ I mean' 
the project for coining into money the bells of the 
fuppreffed churches. This is their alchymy. There 
are fomeiolliesi which baffle argument ; which go 
beyond ricUcule ; and which excite, no feeling in 
m but difguft ; and therefqre I fey no more upofr 
it. . 

' It ia as iittk worth remarking any farther upon 
all their drawing and re-draiwing, on thek ppcuk* 
tion for putting off the p^il day^on.thdflay be- 
tween 
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tween the treafury and the Caijfe d'Efcompte, and 
on all thefe old exploded contrivances of mercan- 
.tile fraud, now exalted into policy of ftate. The 
revenue will not be trifled with. I'he prattling 
about the rights of men will not be accepted in 
payment for a bifcuit or a pound of gun-powder. 
Here then the metaphyficians defcend from their 
airy fpeculations, and faithfully follow examjdes. 
What examples ? The examples of bankrupts. But 
defeated, baffled, difgraced, when their breath, 
their flrength, their inventions, their fancies defert 
them, their confidence flill maintains its grounds 
In the manifeft failure of tlieir abilities, the;- take 
credit for their benevolence. When the revenue 
difappears in their hands, they have the prefump- 
tion, in fome of their late proceedings, to value 
tbeTtifelves on the relief given to the people. They 
did not relieve the people. If they entertained 
fuch intentions, why did they order the obnoxious 
taxes to be paid ? The people relieved theihfelves 
in fpite of the aiTqmbly. 

But waving all difcuflion on the parties who 
may claim the merit of this fallacious relief, has 
there been, in efFecV, any relief to the people in any 
form ? Mr. Bailly, one of the grand agents of 
paper d^rculation, lets you into the nature of this 
^relief. His fpeech to the national aifembly con* 
tained a high and laboured panegyrick on the inha* 
bitants of Paris for the conftancy and unbroken 
refolution 
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refohttion with which they have borne their £C- 
treis uid mifery. A fine pidvre of publick feli- 
dty ! What ! great courage and unconqueraWe 
firmnefs of mind to endure benefi^^ and fuftain 
redrefs ! One would think from the fpeedi of this 
learned lord mayor, that the Parifians, for this 
twelvemonth paft, had been furring the ftraits of 
foliie dreadful blockade ; that Henry the Fourth 
had been flopping up the avenues to their fupply, 
and Sully thundering with his ordnance at the 
gates of I^ris ; when in redlty they are belieged 
by no other enemies than their own madnefs and 
folly, their own credulity and perverfenels. But 
Mr. Bailly will fooner thaw the eternal ice of his 
xtlantick regions, than reftore the central heat ta 
Paris, whilft it remains " fmitten with the cold, 
•* dry, petrifick mace" of a falfe and unfeeling phi- . 
lofophy. ' Some time after this fpeech, that is, on 
the thirteenth of laft Auguft, the fame magiftrate» 
giving an account of his government at the bar 
of the fame affembly, expreffes himfcif as follows: 
•' In the month of July 1789," [the period of 
everlafting commemoration] " the finances of 
** the city of Paris were yet in good order j the 
** expenditure was counterbalanced by the receipt, 
•• and (he had at that time a million" [forty thou- 
fend pounds fterling] " in bank. The expence* 
** which flie has been conftrMiied to incur, /iibfe' 
" ^ueni to ibe revolution^ amount to 2,500,000 
•* livres. 
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** livres. From thefe expences, and the great faB- 
** ing off in the produft of the free giftt, not only 
«' a momentary, but a total want of mraney ha« 
•* taken place." This is the Paris, upon whole 
nouriflimoit, in the courfe of the laft year, fuch 
immenfe fums, drawn from the vitals of all Frant^ 
have been expentkd. As long as Paris fi:ands in 
the place of ancient Rome, fo long fhe will be 
■maintained by the fiibjeil provinces. It is an evil 
inevitably attendant on the dominion of fovereiga 
democratick republicks. As it happened in Rome, 
it may furvive that republican domination wiiich 
gave rife to it. In that 'cafe defpotifin itfetf muft 
fubmit to the vices of popularity. Rome, undo" 
her emperours, united the evils of both fyftems ; 
and this unnatural combination was one great 
Caufe of her ruin. 

To tell the people that they are relieved by tla 
dilapidation of their publick efiate, 13 a cruel and 
infolettt impofition. Statefmen, before they va- 
lued themfelves on the relief g^ven to the people 
by the deftrudtion of their revenue, ought firft to 
have carefully attended to the folution of this 
problem : — Whether it be more advantageous to 
the peoj^e to pay confiderably, and to gain in pro- 
portion ; or to gMn little or nothing, and to be 
difburthened of all contribution? 'My mind is 
made up to decide in favour of the firft propofi- 
tion. Experience is with me, and, I believe, the 
b^ opinions alio. To keep a balance between the 
power 
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power of acquifition on the patt of the fubjefli 
and.the demands he is to anlVer on the part of 
the ftate, is a fundapiental part of the Ikill of a 
true politician. The meafis of acquifition arc prior 
in time and in arrangement. Good order is the 
foundation of all good things. To be enabled to 
acquire, the people, without beidg fervik, Kiuft be 
tradable and obedient. The magiftrate muft have 
his reverence, the laws their authority. The body 
of the people mull; not find the principles of na- 
tural fubordihation by art rooted out of' thtir 
minds. They muft refpeft that property of which 
they cannot partake. They muft labour to obtain 
what by labour can be obtained ; and when they 
find, as they commonly do, the fucceis difpropor- 
' tioned to the endeavour, they muft be taught thar 
confolation in the final proportions of eternal juf- 
tice. Of this confolation whoever deprives them, 
deadens their indufiry, and ftrikes at the root erf 
all acquifition as of all confervation. He that does 
this is the cruel oppreffor, the mercilefs enemy of 
the poor and wretched ; at the lame time that by 
his wicked fpeculations he expofes the fruits of 
fuece&ful induftry, and the accumulations of for- 
tune, to the plunder of the negligent, the diiap- 
pointed, and the unprofperous. 

Too many of the financiers by profeffion are 
apt to fee nothing in revenue but banks, and dr- 
^ulations, and annuities.on lives, and tontines, and 
perpetual rents, and all the finall w^aes of the 

{hop. 
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fcop. In a fettled order of the ftate, thefe tlrings 
are not to be flighted, nor is the fldll In them to 
' be held of trivial elHmation. They are good, but 
then only good, when they affunie the cfFefts of 
that fettled order, and arc built upon it. But when 
men think that thefe beggarly contrivances may 
fupply a refource for the evils which refult from 
breaking up the foundations of publick order, and 

- from cauflng or fuffering the principles of pro- 
perty to.be fubvcrted, they will, in the ruin of 
their country, leave a melancholy and lafiing mo- 
nument of the effeft of prepofterous politicks, 
and prefiiroptuous, Ihort-fighted, narrow-minded 
wifdom. 

The effefts of the incapacity fliewn by the po- 
pular leaders in all the great members of the com- 
monwealth are to be covered With the *' all-aton- 
*' ing name" of liberty. In fome peoj^e I fee great " 
liberty indeed ; in many, if not in the moft, an 
oppreffivc degrading fervitude. But what i« li- 
berty without wifdom, and without virtjK? It is 
the greateft of all poffibla evils ; for it is foUy, vice, 
and madnefe, without tuition or reftraint, Thofe 
who know what virtuous liberty is, cannot bear 
to fee it diigraced by incapable heads, on account 
of their having high-founding words in their 
mouths. Grand, fwelling fentiments of liberty, 
I am fure I do not defpife. They warm th.e heart; 

^ they enlarge and liberalize our minds; they anf- 

mate our.courage in a time of conflict^ Qld as I 

Vol. V, r f am. 
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am, I read the fine raptures of Lucan and ComeiDe 
'With pleafure. Neither do I wholly condemn the 
tittle^ arts and devices of popularity. They &cill' 
tate the carrying of many points of moment ; tbey 
keep the people together ; they refrefli the mind 
in its exertions ; and they difiiife occafional gaiety 
over the fcvere brow of moral freedom. Every 
politician ought to iacrifice to the graces ;. and to 
join compliance with reafon. But iii fuch an un- 
dertaking as that in France, all thefe fubfidiary 
fentiments and artifices are c^ Utde avail. To make 
a government requires no great prudence. Settle 
the feat of power ; teach obedience: and the work 
is done. To ^ve freedom is (till more eafy. It is 
not ncccffary to guide; it only requires to let go 
the rdn. But to form 2. free govemnunt ; that is, to 
temper together thefe oppofite elements of liberty 
and reftraint in one confillent work, requires much 
thought, deep refle<^ioD, a fagacious, powerful and 
combining mind. This I do not find in thofe who 
take the lead in the national aflembly. Perhaps 
they are not fo miferably deficient as they appear, 
I rather believe it. It would put them below the 
common level of human underftanding. But 
when the leaders choofe tb make themfelves bid- 
ders at an au£tion of popularity, their talents, in 
the conftniftion of the ftate, will be of no fervice. 
They will become flatterers inftead of legiflatorsj 
the inftruments, not the guides o£ the people. If 
any of them ihould happen to propofe a Icheme of 
liberty. 
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Jiberty, foberly limited, and define^ "Vfith prop^ 
qualifications, he will be immediately outbid by lus 
competitors, who will produce fomething more 
fplendidly popular^ Sufpicions will be raifed of hi; 
fideUty to his caufe. Moderation will be ftigma- 
tized as the virtue of cowards ; and compromife as 
the prudence of triutors ; until, in hopes of pre- 
ferving the credit which may enable him to temper 
and moderate on Ibme occafions, the popular leader 
is obliged to become active in propagating doc^ 
trines, and eftablilhing powers, that will afterwards 
defeat any fober purpofe at which he ultimately 
might have umed. 

. But am I fo unreafonable as to fee nothing at all 
that dcferves commendation in the indefetigable 
labours of this affembly ? I do not deny that among 
an infinite number of a6ts of violence and folly, 
fome good may have been done. They who de- 
ftroy every thing certainly will remove fome griev- 
ance. They who make every thing new, have a 
chance that they may eftablilh fi^mething beneficial. 
To give them credit for what they have done in 
virtue of the authority they have ufurped, or to 
cxcufe them in the crimes by which that authority 
has been acquired, it mufl appear, that the lame' 
things could not have been accompliflied without 
producing fuch a revolution. Moft afluredly they 
might ; becaufe almoft every one of the regulations 
made by them, which is not very equivocal, was 
either in the cefiion of the king, voluntarily made 
Ffa at 
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at the meeting of the ftates, or in the concurrent- 
inftruffions to the orders. Some u&ges have becit 
aboliihed on juft grounds ; but they were fuch, 
that if they had ftood as they were to all eternity, 
they would little detrafi: from the happinefs and 
profpcrity of any ftatc. The improvements of the 
national aflembly are fuper&cial, their errours fun- 
damental. 

Whatever they arc, I wifli my countrymen ra- 
ther to recommend to our neighbours the example, 
of the Britifh conlUtution, than to take models, 
from them for the improvement of our own. In- 
the former they have got an invaluable treafure;. 
They are not, I think, without fome caufes of ap^ 
prehenfion and comjHaint ; but thefe they do not 
owe to their conftitution, but to their own con- 
duft. 1 think our happy fituation owing to our 
conftitution ; but owing to the whole of it, and 
not to any party fingly ; owing in a great meafurc 
to what we have left ftanding in our feveral re- 
views and reformations, as well as to what we have 
altered or fuperadded. Our people will find em- 
ployment enough for a truly patriotick, free, and 
indepaident fpirit, in guarding what they poffefs 
from violation. IwouM not exclude alteration 
neitherj but even when I" changed, it fliould be 
to prefervc. I ihould be led to my remedy by a, 
great grievance. In what I did, i fhouM folloiv 
the example of our anccftors. I would make the 
reparation as nearly as poffible in the ftyle of t^ 
building- 
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buildings A politick caution, a guarded drcutn- • 
fpeftion, z moral rather than acomplexional timi-i' 
dity, were amoogthe ruling principles of our fore- ■- 
fethers in their "moft decided conduft. Not being 
illuminated with the light of which the gentlemen 
of France tell lis they have got fo abundant a iharc» 
theyafted under a firing impreffion of the igno- 
rance and fallibility of mankind. He that had' 
made them thus fallible, rewarded them for hav- 
ing in their conduA attended to their nature. Let. 
us imitate their caution, if we wilh to deferve their 
fortune, or to ret^n their bequefts. Let us add,' 
if we pleafe, but let us prefervc what they have: 
left ; and, ftanding on the firm ground of the Bri- 
tifli conftitution, let us be fatisfied to admire, ra-< 
ther than attempt to follow in their defperate 
flights the aeronauts of France. 

I have told you candidly my fentiments. Ithink 
they are not likely to alter yours, I do not know 
that they ought. You are young; you cannot 
guide, but muft follow the fcntnne o£ yoilr coun- 
try. But hereafter they may be of fome ufe to 
you, in fome future form whicii your common- 
wealth may take. In the prefcnt it can hardly re- 
main; but before its final fettlement it may be 
obliged to pafs, as one of our poets fays, '* throu^ 
*' great varieties of untried being," and in all its 
|(ranfmigrations to be purified by fire and blood. 

I have little to_recommend my opinions bttt long 
«bfervation and much impartiality. They come 

from 
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from one who has been no tool of power, no flat- 
terer of greatnefe; and who in hisUft aftsdoes pot 
wiih to bcKe the tcnoxir of his life. They come 
from one, almoft the whole of whofe pufclick ex- 
ertion has been a ilruggle for the liberty of others; 
from one in whofe breaft no anger durable or ve- 
hement has ever been kindled, but by what be con- 
fidered as tyranny ; and who {hatches from his 
ihare in the endeavours which zie ufed by good 
men to difcrcdit opulent oppreflifHi, the hours he 
has employed on your affairs ; and who in fo doing 
perfuades himfelf he has not d^iarted from his 
ufual office : they cxaae from one who defires ho- 
nours, diftindicms, and emoluments, but little ; and 
who expe&s them not at all -, who has no contempt 
for fame, and no fear of obloquy ; who fhuns con- 
tention, though he will hazard an (pinion : from 
one who wifties to preferve confiftency; but who 
would preferve confiftency by Trying his means 
to fecure the unity of his aid ; and, when the 
eqaipcule of the vefiel in which be fails may be en- 
dangered hy overloading it upon one fide, is de- 
firous of carrying the fmall weight of his reafons to 
that which tiiay preferve its equipoifc. 

THE END OF THE fIFTH VOLUME. 



T.GilletjFiinierjSalisbury-niusre. 
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